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The New Dwarf Oregon-Pacific 


PERENNIAL ASTERS 


( Michaelmas Daisies ) 


For Masses of Color in The Autumn Garden 


CANTERBURY CARPET Deatubedll and PERSIAN ROSE 


For a feast of autumnal beauty plant some of these sturdy, low growing perennial hardy asters. Few flowers 
are so easy to grow; and these varieties are lovely, especially for border edges and foreground planting. 
The new Oregon-Pacific varieties were developed by Professor LeRoy Breithaupt of Corvallis, Oregon, 
who selected them from thousands of new plants resulting from crossing various of the taller kinds with 
an early-flowering, long-blooming, dwarf aster plant which he discovered in 1938 growing wild on Oregon’s 
Pacific shoreline. We have tested them in our nursery and find them vastly improved over other varieties. 
Their long season of bloom make them invaluable for masses of color in the late summer and fall garden, 


These New Duar, pbsters are absolutely Hardy aud 30 easy fo grow 


Canterbury Carpet 
Masses of pretty canterbury blue flowers and finely cut blue green foliage 
make this one of our most desirable dwarf perennials. Grows 10 inches 
high in a procumbent manner and blooms with Persian Rose. Very orna- 
mental even out of bloom. 


Persian Rose 
Striking shade of persian rose, a rare color in flowers. The shapely, sturdy 
bushes grow 15 inches high and are covered with bloom from late 
August to October. Wonderful as an edging plant and excellent for the 
large rock garden. 
Cameo 

A profusion of medium-sized opalescent-pink flowers on exceptionally 
sturdy, shapely plants make this variety very attractive. Cameo grows 
15-18 inches high and nearly as wide, making an excellent ornamental 
for the border foreground. It blooms from mid-summer into early autumn. 


Walt Mare Gardens 


We'll fill all orders with generous field clumps (not single 
plants) and each may be divided into several plants when 
you receive them. Every plant will be covered with blooms 
this year. Shipment begins in March. 





Special Offer For Spring Planting 
1 Each of Persian Rose, Canterbury 
Carpet and Cameo 
3 Each (total 9 clumps) 
Labeled and Postpaid 
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HOW "eke fxerthins 


In 10 minutes you can know more about your soil than from a lifetime of 
gardening! This amazing Sudbury Soil Test Kit tells just what plant foods 
the soil needs to give you the best garden you’ve ever had. No one can tell by 
looking at soil what it lacks. There’s only one way to know—test your soil! 
Your flowers will be bigger, more beautiful, more colorful and fragrant than 
ever before. It even helps house plants grow better. You’ll have more delicious 
vegetables, full of minerals and vitamins—and more of them. Your shrubs will 
be more luxuriant, the lawn rich, lush and velvety green all season long, so 
dense that crabgrass and weeds cannot grow. 


Takes the Guesswork Out of Gardening 


It’s so simple, so easy to use—yet more important than the best plants 
and seeds. This Soil Test Kit will greatly increase your reward from all 
the time and effort spent on your hobby, bringing more garden enjoyment 
and saving valuable plants that otherwise would die. 
Just using lots of fertilizer isn’t enough—the wrong kind 
can do more harm than good. A few favorite plants 
saved will more than pay for your Kit! 


HORTICULTURAL KIT POPULAR GARDEN KIT 


For those whose garden is their hobby. Especially designed for the 
Lifetime welded steel chest withcarrying small garden. Handsome case 
handle; weighs only 9% lbs. Simple, easy with clear lucite cover, com- 
directions; charts show needs of 225 differ- plete in every way. Makes 
ent flowers, vegetables, fruits, etc. Makes 650 tests for nitrogen, phos- 
over 150 tests for nitrogen, phosphorusand phorus, potash, lime. Simple 
potash. Also whether lime is needed (pH), directions. Only $5.89! 
and how much. See picture below. 

Big value, low cost—only $14.95! 





Reading a Thermometer 


ew, You get the right answer right away! You'll know 
















Z | what kind of fertilizer to use and how much, for 
© ; every kind of plant you want to grow. All Sudbury 
SUPER deLUXE KIT . ” Soil Test Kit gardeners have a “green thumb’’—they 
The best! Handsome, streamline, welded never make a mistake. Don’t take a chance—take a 
steel chest, with 12 times as much testing test! Order your Sudbury Soil Test Kit today! 
. solutions. More and larger equipment, yet 

. weighs only 12% lbs. Most economical to Your Soil Tests cost you 

SOIL TEST KIT ’ use. Favorite of leading gardeners, florists, FREE TRIAL nothing unless you are 

“ nurserymen. Only $29.95! completely satisfied; otherwise return Kit 

- in 10 days and we'll refund purchase price. 

No Knowledge of 
. 
Chemistry Needed SEND NO MONEY—Order C. 0. D. 


plus postage—or send check and 
we'll mail prepaid, saving you 
from 50c to$3.55 postal charges. 


Even your first tests will be accurate 
and reliable. Test your soil anytime, any- 
where—in kitchen, garage, cellar or right 
out in the garden. Costs less than 10c a s ee mee 
test; First aid to amateurs, the expert's § SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box 219, South Sudbury, Mass 

ide to prize-winning blooms. y ‘ ' 
— sian adage, eacaees Send me the Sudbury Soil Test Kits ordered by return mail 
BETTER GARDEN GUARANTEE § Horticultural Kits @ $14.95 each 


You can’t lose—even next fall, if 


you haven’‘t had a better garden you I +. Popular Garden Kits @ $5.89 each 
may return the Kit for full refund. ‘ Super deLuxe Kits @ $29.95 each 
Don’t risk being without a Sudbury a 


Soil Test Kit this year. | | Enclosed is$.......... Cc] Send C.O.D. 


LJ} Send postpaid. plus postage. 


Dealers: +4 4 i 
Write for Name 0 00 0:6 060 ee EOONS ESS Ub.0 6566306266 06 88 
Speciai Offer } 


St. 
SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box 819, South Sudbury, Mass. ore S 


World’s Largest Makers—Over 400,000 Now in Use UC oe Zone ....State......... 


MARCH 1955 ] 





Lawn Beauly 
SPREADER 


Takes The Guesswork 
Out Of Lawn Care 


RATE CHART 


Patented. Oth 
furnished with each spreader berg od 


patents pending 
ond applied for 





“I thought spreaders 
were all alike until | really 
investigated. Never did | 
realize there could be such 
a difference until | com- 
pared them all." 








—_ 

“For construction and exclusive patented 
features, I found LAWN BEAUTY gave me 
the most for my money. It has just what I’ve 
always wanted in a spreader—a rate control 
dial and chart which shows the exact rate 
setting of 55 brand name fertilizers as well as 

mixtures and other materials, as recom- 
mended by the manufacturer. 

“For shut-off at the end of the row I merely 
turn the handle—the shut-off is instant—no 
spreading at the turn around, no burned out 
spots and the distribution is even and uniform. 

“Best of all LAWN BEAUTY has an 
agitator which automatically levels and force 
feeds any fertilizer or seed the full length of 
the spreader—and the rate of flow is always 


the same regardless of the speed with which | 


I push the spreader.”’ 
Tested For Accuracy 


LAWN BEAUTY has been tested with the | 


materials listed on the chart. You can spread 1 Ib. 
er 1,000 square feet if necessary or required. There 

as never n anything like LAWN BEAUTY 
for accurate spreading. No waste—you'll save 
enough in seed alone to pay for this outstanding 
spreader. 

LAWN BEAUTY is easy to clean. The bottom 


shutter plate is easy to take off, easy to put on— | 


no bolts are required. 

Wheels have oilite bearings and the agitator is 
hot ‘dipped galvanized. The shutter plate is also 
galvanized. LAWN BEAUTY is ruggedly built like 
farm machinery—guarantees you years of satis- 
factory service. 


Spreads all types of chemical and organic ferti- 


lizer, lime, top dressing, bone meal, etc. 


you make your spring purchases, compare | 


Before 
LAWN | BEAUTY and its exclusive patented fea- 
tures with all other spreaders. Prove to yourself 
that LAWN BEAUTY gives you the most for 
your money, 


Ask your garden supply dealer for literature or | 


write to us direct. 
THE NAME TO REMEMBER 


FOR BETTER LAWN CARE 


A Product of 
SCHNEIDER METAL MANUFACTURING CO. 
1805-FG South 55th Ave., Chicago 50, Ill. 
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A Wonderful Offer to Introduce 


A TREASURY OF 
AMERICAN GARDENING 


By the editors of Flower 
Grower. Big bountiful 
volume (7%"” by 10%”) 
packed with ideas, practical 
helps and pictorial delights 
for every gardener. Includes 
Gardens of America in stun 
ning photos by Samuel Gott 
scho; informative features by 
Robert Lemmon, F. F. Rockwell, 
Montague Free and 


many other 
experts. 173 pictures—67 color! 


$7.50 Value 
in Pub. Ed. 


Every book illustrated on 
this page is a full-size 
hard - bound 


You to the American Garden 


Any lwo 


volume. 


Guild Book Club 


GARDEN BOOKS ON THIS PAGE 


$ g in Pub. Editions 


when you join and 

agree to buy as few as 
four selections in the 

next 24 months 


UP TO 
$12.50 VALUE 


ES, choose ANY TWO of the beautiful and 

practical garden books on this page—in 
cluding the big new Treasury of American 
Gardening which alone costs $7.50 in the pub- 
lisher’s edition—for only $2.80. Think of it 
two full-size, hard-bound books, lavishly illus- 
trated—for less than the price of With 
this big money-saving offer is included free 
membership in the American Garden Guild 
jook Club—the Club that brings you the 
garden books you need—at special low mem- 
bers’ prices! 


’ 
one. 


THE COMPLETE BOOK 
OF GARDEN MAGIC 
Roy Biles All about 
planning, planting and 
care of lawns, trees, 
shrubs, flowers, fruits, 
ables, vines, house 
rock gardens, 
€ every phase of 
yardening! 1,000 help 
ful illustrations—18 in 
color. 527 pages. Pub: 
edition $3.95 


ALL ABOUT 
AFRICAN VIOLETS 
Montague Free. Ameri 
ca’s foremost expert 
tells all you want to 
know about Saintpauli 
potting, fer 
tilizing, propagation 
general care, growing 
tor exhibition, ete. 111 
photographs plus 36 
drawings in full color 


Pub. ed 


as: soils, 


$3.50 


ANYONE CAN 
GROW ROSES 
Cynthia Westcott, the 
Piant Doctor. New re 
vised edition. A valu 
able handbook on se 
lection, planting and 
care of over 200 va 
rieties of “Au 


roses 


thoritative, up-to-date!" 


Popular Gardening 
“No book like it!’’ Phil 


Inquirer Pub. $2.75 
] 


DECORATING WITH 
HOUSE PLANTS 
Ruth Gannon. Big 7% 
by 10%” book packed 
with fascinating ways 
to decorate a home with 
plants, bulbs, vines, 
cacti, ete Valuable 
hints on growing plants 
from seed, blooming 
periods, etc 100 over 
size photos— including 
color! Pub. ed. $5.00 


ANNUALS FOR 
EVERY GARDEN 
Dorothy Jenkins. Your 
guide to selecting, plat 
ning and growing all 
the favorite annuals, 
in all the colors of the 
rainbow—zinnias, mari 
golds, asters 
snapdragons, et for 
borders, walks, win 
dow boxes. Illustrated 

Pub. ed. $3.00 


cosmos 


HOW TO PLANT 
YOUR HOME GROUND 
Hens dul Step-by 
step illustrated direc 
tions show you how 
to beautify your prop 
erty with decorative 
trees, lovely shrubs, 
annuals, perennials, 
et 383 idea-packed 
pages 150 plans, 
sketches, and planting 
diagrams Pub. $3.50 


YOUR PRIVILEGES AS A MEMBER: 


HE American Garden Guild Book 

Club offers you the best newly pub- 
lished books in all fields of gardening 
—selected by an editorial panel of 
famous experts including Montague 
Free, former Horticulturist for the 
Brooklyn Botanical Garden, and Fred 
F. Rockwell, well-known gardening 
authority. 

Club selections are beautifully 
printed and bound, profusely _illus- 
trated, often with full-color photos 
and paintings by famous horticulturist 
artists. Yet they come to you at aver- 
age savings of 20% from the price of 
publishers’ editions! Selections cover 
the entire range of gardeners’ interests 
—flowers, fruits, trees, vegetables, 
shrubs, house plants, birds, wild flow- 
ers, landscaping, garden lanning, 
building and care. But you buy only 
the books you want! 


Membership requires no dues of 
any kind. You do not even have to 
take a book every month. As few as 4 
books in 24 months—yes, only 4 books 
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during your first 2 
—are all 


years as a member 
you agree to purchase! 


FREE BONUS BOOKS 


With every fourth book you select, 
the Club sends you—absolutely FREE 
—a brand-new, full-size garden book 
of special value and interest. Usually 
worth $3.00 each or more, these Free 
Bonus Books represent big extra sav- 
ings. 


SEND NO MONEY 


Just mail the coupon. We will send 
you any two books you choose from 
this page—value up to $12.50 in pub- 
lishers’ editions—and you will be 
billed only $2.89. (We pay postage.) 
Thereafter, you will receive regularly 
the Club's illustrated ‘‘Garden Bul- 
letin’’ which describes the forthcom- 
ing book selections. Take only the 
books you want, when you want them. 
Mail the coupon now. American Gar- 
den Guild Book Club, Garden City 
New York. 


MAIL THIS COUPON 


AMERICAN GARDEN GUILD BOOK CLUB, 

Dept. 3FG, Garden City, New York 

Please enroll me as a member. Send me at once, postpaid, the two 
books checked below—and bill me ONLY $2.89 FOR BOTH. 

[] All About African Violets } Complete Book of Garden Magic 
[) Annuals for Every Garden () Decorating with House Plants 

] Anyone Can Grow Roses [] How to Plant Your Home Ground 

(] A Treasury of American Gardening 


Also send my first issue of the Garden Bulletin, telling me about 
the new forthcoming Garden Book Club selections. I may notify 
you in advance if I do not wish the following month's selection. 
The purchase of books is entirely voluntary on my part. I am not 
obligated to accept more than 4 Books in 24 months of member- 
ship. I pay nothing except the price of each selection I accept 
(club pays postage)—and, with every fourth selection, I am to 
receive FREE your current Bonus Book. 

NO-RISK GUARANTEE: If not delighted 


books in 7 days and membership will be 


return both 

cancelled 

Mr Please 
Mrs Print 
Miss 
Address 
City & 
Zone 


Selection price 
(Canada), 105 


State 


Address American Garden Guild 
Offer good in U. S. & Canada only. 


slightly higher 
Bond St., 


in Canada 
Toronto 2, Ont. 





20 MILLION .'y:a%: 


Readers 


= OwnCorner 


Comments on Flower 
Growers Tour Feature 





Dear Editor: 
Flower Grower is to be congratulated 
for featuring a story on garden tours and 


also on the Chelsea Flower Show in the 
MUSSER TREES GROW —- 


Your readers may wonder how tours 

Good heredity, ones aiteiites of compete — pvscninagensall travel. Well- 
3 : a qualified garden tours arrange entry into 

seed and scientific culture in the private gardens and estates which cannot 
nursery assure superior stock. a be seen by the general public and which 
Heavy Roots — Sturdy Tops, Comparison of MUSSER seedling (at are not open to the individual traveler. 


assure rapid growth. right of picture) with an ordinary The professional background and the 
seedling. 


ersonality of a garden tour leader is ex- 
SEEDLINGS AND TRANSPLANTS AT LOW QUANTITY PRICE | P<tsonslity of a garden tour leader is ex- 
50 at 100 rate Per 100 Per 1000 500 at 1000 rate Per 100 Per 1000 garden tour from the traveler’s point of 
@ SCOTCH PINE — Special Strain @ PYRAMIDAL ARBORVITAE — Transplants | view may well depend on the tour leader's 


Very best Christmas tree strain. From seed All plants started from rooted cuttings to qualifications. It is particularly desirable 
. collected by our own men from selected parent assure true strains. . ‘ : ang ge 
trees. Exceptionally healthy, sturdy, straight- lyr. T. 4.6" $25.00 $200.00 for him to be a trained horticulturist in 
stemmed, rich color. Tt Se are 350.00 | all aspects of gardening. He should have 
2-yr. > : os Seer ere ey Extra-heavy stems. Very nice plants. experience in dealing with people in 
2-yr. S. : re 35. 
@ JUNIPER — Blue Pfitzer groups. And a knowledge of photography 

AUSTRIAN PINE — Ornamental and Christ- This improved Juniper with its irregular | by the leader is always helpful on garden 
mas tree. spreading habit, fast growth, and bluish color i ‘ io A are ~~ 

2-yr. S. 3-6” $ 5. $25. can be used extensively in landscape work | tours.—WILLIAM BeRKE, President, Jean 
3-yr. S. 6-12” 5.00 Preferred by many for foundation plantings. | Berke Travel Service, Inc. 


a, Oe. ‘ $25.00 $200.00 
MUGHO PINE — Trve Dwarf 2-yr. T. 6-10” 65.00 


Compact, low-growing Ornamental Pine. ive. T. 10-19" ....... 96GB oe. bd 
i FT | Perret er. | $35.00 . , 
S-yr. T. 6-12” .. coeee SOO 80.00 ——s re l pete — red color. Dear Editor: 

xcellent hedge plants. Red leaves in summer; : = a all ides 
NORWAY SPRUCE red berries ia fall and winter ; As a supplement to your article on 
From seed collected by our own men from 2-yr. S. 4-10” ..$10.00 $ 50.00 foreign garden tours in the February issue 
selected trees. Exceptionally fast growing, 3-yr, S. 8-15” os oe 80.00 would you add that Columbia Travel Serv- 
straight-stemmed, especially desirable for Christ- ; i * 
mas trees, ornamentals and timber. NORWAY MAPLE — Shade Tree. ice is cO-managing our European floral 


s-yr. S. 10-14” ......$10.00 $50.00 yr. S. . es ro s ee festivals tour—HeENrRY N. Eyre, Ray- 
; 4 ” 7 .y ‘ » J 7 , ; , 1 , 

Pe Mee foe aes saaed : or § 36" aw 75,00 mond-Whitcomb, Inc., New York, N. Y. 
BLUE SPRUCE — Excellent stock — finest in 


the country. @ WHITE BIRCH 

: ct ee oe Seedlings 16-24” $10.00 $ 50. . : ' 
ye S500" 25052222754300 $8000 Fyn. Te 24-50” ae A Lovely Spring Garden Is 
9% Te GIO" sseveevss SOND 15000. smacs — Common purple lide. A Thing To Be Shared 


’ — S 5-12” ~ S 45. 

Superior Ornamental and Christmas tree Z = : ‘ . 

ys. S. 4-8" ... $ 8.00 $40.00 WHITE DOGWOOD er : When I returned from my vacation, one 
a eS eres 70.00 a : ae ; ‘a. ; Sees of the “firsts” was the reading of my 
CONCOLOR FIR — Excellent Ornamental FLOWER GROWER. I have been a steady 


Silver trunk, soft silver foliage. One of the ig ee ld-life sheler and food reader for the past few years—since I took 
__ . Oo iving ence 3 C Lic ire $s ate a ood, ° ° . : 
— p negene  pesnl Holds needles best of Graded 3 mm and up up gardening as a hobby in a serious way 


= 30 $12.00  s«60.00 10-18” ‘a $10.00 $ 50.00 and I am now very proud of the nice 
3-yr, S. 8-14" . 17.00 85.00 S—Seedlings T—Transplants things that I hear about my garden. I 


‘ , , am particularly proud of the fact that 
VALUABLE SPECIALS — Psthdalan noe it is enjoyed by my neighbors. 

25 EVERGREEN TREES ___. $5.00 6 RHODODENDRON and 6 AZALEAS ....$5.95 I think it is prettiest in the spring. A 
3 to 5S yr. healthy selected trees, 6” to Hybrid seedlings from red flowering dividing fence separates my lot from my 
ee. ee, oe stock. 2 yr. transplants, 4° to 8°, in in- neighbor’s but it still permits us to ad- 
Spruce — Norway Spruce Austrian dividual plant bands. Abundant roots, co al eel wink ates: oneiie 
Pine — Scotch Pine Concolor Fir. large leaves. mire and enjoy each others gardens. 


: : . a : Bessie S. BLITHE, E. Lansdowne, Penna. 
Also other Evergreens, Hardwood Seedlings, Shade, Nut Trees and many Specials 


e 
write For complete catalog and wholesale planting list.— _ 
/ Ask for our famous Christmas Tree Growers Guide. Dear Editor: j : ; 

ow: My favorite avocation is the growing 

oo oe of orchids—and more orchids! 
Box 7C I would enjoy hearing from other “or 
MAUSSER FORESTS i chid bugs.” Good luck to you and your 
. nc. INDIANA, PA. fine magazine!—BeETTy MARSALESE, 7061 
Fletcher Way. Pittsburgh 8, Pennsylvania. 











FLOWER GROWER 





TWO EASY STEPS FOR THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
GARDEN OF YOUR LIFE? 


Just lay down this Beaut-o-matic Flower Garden w¥ 


% 


for professional landscape achitect results 


Plant specially 

coated seeds In 

keyed holes of blue- 

printed Magic-Mulch 
per. 


FOR “THE GARDEN THAT TAKES CARE OF ITSELF” 


You Can Pick Armfuls of Beautiful Flowers 
All Season Long From This Garden That Needs 


NO WEEDING 


Sound like a miracle? Well, that’s just what 
people like yourself all over the country are 
calling their gardens made with the Week-End 
Gardener's Planting Kit. imagine, now you too 
can have all the pleasures and rewards of a 
beautiful flower garden without back-breaking 
drudgery, without constant care. 


NO THINNING 


NO CULTIVATING 


If you've never planted a seed in your life, or if 
you're an ‘old pro’ with neither the time nor 
energy to spend hours in the garden, this won- 
derful new planting kit offers you a plet 





garden that can be planted in minutes and never 
needs a minute of care. 


HOW MODERN SCIENCE HELPS MAKE YOUR 
GARDEN DREAMS COME TRUE 


THE WEEK-END GARDENER’S PLANTING KIT, 
planned and designed by a leading land- 
scape architect, is based on modern scien- 
tific principles that guarantee success and 
saves hours of work. In recent years plant 
scientists have discovered that good seeds 
can be made better by coating them with 
a combination of amazing new chemicals: 
soil conditioner, fungus killer and plant 
food. This coating, first of all, makes seeds 
easier to handle and insulates them for 
greater frost-resistance, allowing you to 
plant your garden earlier than ever before. 
But most important of all, the plant food 
stimulates fast, vigorous growth — the 
fungus killers destroy disease in the soil — 


HERE’S WHY THE 


and the soil conditioner gives a “health 
treatment” to the soil around the seed. 
Every seed in the Week-End Gardener's 
Planting Kit is coated or “pelleted” with 
these three miracle chemicals! 

All you need to assure a successful garden 
that will yield thousands of gay colorful 
flowers is a half-hour’s time and this new 
Planting Kit containing five generous 
packets of pelleted annual flower seeds 
and the scientifically-treated Magic-Mulch 
paper. By following the easy directions 
with every Kit, you can plant a twelve- 
square foot garden that will be a pride and 
joy for months to come. 


WEEK-END GARDENER’S PLANTING 


KIT 1S SO SIMPLE AND FAILURE-PROOF: 


The Magic-Mulch paper in each Kit serves a double 
purpose; it’s a pattern for planting your seeds in 
correct order for proper height and sequence of 
bloom, and it’s a mulch to keep down weeds and 
keep in moisture. Each sheet is die-cut with holes of 
various shapes which correspond to similar “shapes” 
printed on each seed packet. Simply lay the Magic- 
Muich paper over your garden bed or border, plant 
the easy-to-handle coated seed pellets in the holes 
corresponding to markings on seed packets, water 
your garden and presto! the job is done. 

in a few short weeks the seedlings will appear— 
protected from weeds held down by the mulch 


AVAILABLE ONLY BY MAIL 
ORDER TODAY!! 
QUANTITIES 
ARE LIMITED 


THREE TO A CUSTOMER D1 


paper. Exactly the right number of seedlings grow 
up healthy and strong without transplanting. As 
your plants get taller, the Magic-Mulch paper is 
hidden from view, yet remains as your ‘‘silent gar- 
dener’’—holding the moisture in the soil that the 
hot summer sun cannot dry out. Before you know it, 
you'll have an abundance of dazzlingly beautiful 
flowers—flowers to enhance your home grounds and 
flowers to pick for bouquets in every room in your 
house. The only care you must give your garden is 
to pick the flowers frequently. Annuals must be 
picked, because, as the old gardeners say, ‘The 
more you pick, the more they bioom.’ 


HOUSE AND GARDEN SPECIALTIES CO. 


Box 129 
New Hyde Park, L. 1., N. Y. 


Pleuse send me 
and five packets of coated seeds. | enclose 


Magic Mulch Paper lets seedlings grow through 
and holds down all weeds — No thinning needed 


Magic Mulch Paper Is hidden by growing plants but 
holds valuable moisture in soil during hot, dry 
months. 





In every Week-End Gardener's Planting Kit are 
five varieties of lovely, fragrant annual flowers 


+ Sweet Alyssum, Royal Carpet — 1952 All Amer- 
ica Winner, a low-growing border piant in soft 
shades of lavender 

+ Marigolds, Spry Hybrid Mix — warm 
and mahogany fiowers 

* Zinnias, United States Mix — all-time favorite 
for flower arrangements 

* Dahlias, Unwin'’s Dwarf Hybrid Mix — striking 
blossoms for lavish display outdoors and in 

+ Balsam, Double Mix—a riot of color from 
white through rose, salmon and red 


yellow 


Why not plan right now to start your garden with 
the Week-End rdener’s Planting Kit. You can 
have the garden that friends and neighbors will 
admire and envy—oand at o cost that is unbeliev- 
ably low—only $2.00 for the p Kit includi 
— -Muich Paper and five packets of coated 
seeds. 


THE WEEK-END GARDENER’S PLANTING KIT 


ONLY $900 EACH 


POSTPAID 





(a inus: ™~=8&£° #@@+@+@+@+@+8@+02@0 +++ °° °F 


Week-End Gardener's Planting Kits, including Magic-Mulch Paper 


to cover the entire cost. 

















NEW LIFETIME 


FAMOUS STERN’S NURSERIES PRESENTS THE 


EVERBLOOMING 


WINTER HARDY at 35° below! 





Blooms 90 Days After Planting 


A NEW RACE OF ROSES 


THE ROSE OF THE FUTURE. These magnificent species were developed 
by famous Rosarian Walter D. Brownell after a lifetime of ex- 
periments and thousands of field trials. Hailed by the entire flower 
world. Be among the first in your area to grow these beauties. 
Have a riot of reds, pinks, yellows and oranges in your garden 
long after other gardens have quit for the winter. 


SUB-ZERO ROSE BREEDERS ACCLAIMED BY 
BROOKLYN BOTANIC GARDEN AND 
GARDEN CLUB OF AMERICA 


STRONGER, DEEPER ROOTS MEAN 
SUPER-HARDY, LONGER-LASTING BLOOMS! 


Walter D. Brownell (pictured in 
hybridizing field) awarded medal 
for Distinguished Service by 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden with 
the following citation—‘‘From 
the wild Rose (Rosa Wichurai- 


Awarded, the Jane Righter Rose 
Medal of the Garden Club of 
America--with the following ci- 
tation—‘‘Walter Brownell van- 
quished that enemy of the rose 


The secret of the Sub-Zero Rose lies 
in development of this entirely new 


race resulting from the cross breeding of the 


vigorous Rosa Wichuraiana with the modern 
hybrid Tea Rose. Not only is it stronger, more 
vigorous, hardier above the ground—but the 


roots themselves are stronger—en- 
able plants to get more food—ab- 


sorb 


more nourishment for extra 


strength during cold winter months. 
Insure longer-lasting beauty in your 
garden. 


WHY SUB-ZERO ROSES ARE LIFETIME ROSES 


Unlike other roses which are 
usually at their peak the first 
year, Stern’s Sub-Zero Roses, 
being bred back to the hardy, 
Rosa 
increase in size and beauty with 
each year, reaching their peak 
during the fourth or fifth sea- 


vigorous Wichuraiana, 


son and will continue their 
spectacular display for a life- 
time. 

Since Sub-Zero Roses do in- 
crease in size year after year, 
it is advisable to plant them 
further apart than regular hy- 
brid teas. 2 to 3 feet is best. 


-Blackspot . . . He has given 
America a new race of roses 
of exceptional value. Thousands 
who never before could grow 
them are now successful.”’ 


ana) of the Orient, you have lit- 
erally picked out inherited char- 
acteristics of sub-zero hardiness 
and resistance to disease."’ 











ONLY STERN'S DARES MAKE THIS 
MOST SENSATIONAL NO-RISK GUARANTEE 


FIVE YEAR 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEE 


Money back or plants replaced if not 100% delighted! 

We’re so sure you'll enjoy trouble-free lifetime beauty that we 
make this amazing guarantee .. . } 

“FAMOUS STERN’S NURSERIES unconditionally guarantees 
your complete satisfaction with these super hardy SUB-ZERO 
ROSES for 5 FULL YEARS from date of planting.” 

No “ifs”—no “ands”—no “buts”. If for amy reason you are not 
delighted with their vigor, their beauty, or their blooms, your 
money refunded or plants replaced immediately upon request. 


FLOWER GCROWER 





SUPER-ROSE 


Guaranteed For 5 Years 


MOST IMPORTANT ROSE DEVELOPMENT SINCE THE HYBRID TEA 


SUB-ZERO ROSE 


DISEASE RESISTANT! Needs Almost No Spraying! 
BLOOMS, BLOOMS, BLOOMS— SPRING, SUMMER, FALL 


Exceptional in spectacular long-lasting, ever-blooming performance. Need no pro- 
tection—even in coldest, severest winter as low as 15° below. Just leave them alone! 
Hardy in temperatures as low as 35° below with light protection. Year after year, 
enjoy giant flowers of richest color produced in abundance on big, vigorous bushes 
covered with lush green foliage. Most have exquisite old-fashioned rose FRAGRANCE 
—sweet delightful perfume not found in other modern roses. 


A Lifetime Of Beauty And Color 


So absolutely hardy and vigorous, they bloom con- 
tinuously Spring, Summer and Fall starting this 
Spring! Astounding in size and beauty, their lovely 
flowers hold magnificent coloring even during hot 
spells. Big, healthy plants, they laugh at conditions 
that would kill their weaker cousins. Hailed the 
ROSE OF THE FUTURE, they are bred for beauty 
of flower plus beauty and vigor of bush. Now any- 
one can have—and keep a beautiful rose garden with- 
out troublesome and expensive yearly replacements. 


LONGER LIFE! Just like plants that grow in the wild, 
they live for a lifetime through cold winters and hot 
summers. Drought resistant, they seem to thrive on 
adversity. 


MORE BLOOMS! Immense flowers—often more than 
100 on a single four-year bush. Produce many more 
blooms than ordinary hybrid roses. Plants start bloom- 
ing early—bloom all season long, right through hot- 
test Summer—often until early snow has fallen! 
They'll start blooming this Spring. 


FREEDOM FROM BLACKSPOT: Over $100,000 spent on 
research! Many of these Sub-Zero Super-Roses are 
totally immune to common Blackspot and most other 
rose troubles. They need less spraying than delicate 
ordinary types—many require no spraying at all! 





STERN'S LIFETIME EVERBLOOMING 


SUB-ZERO ROSE 


GARDEN COLLECTION 
(Group 24-$S27) 


TWO OF EACH VARIETY. Enjoy the most beautiful 
rose garden without backache or heartache! Plant 
two of each variety listed in coupon at right. 

12 plants $24 postpaid 


P 





ONE OF EACH. 6 different Sub-Zero varieties. One- 
of-each listed in coupon. 

6 plants $12.50 postpaid 
If you only have room for three plants—pick any 
three from list in coupon at right. 


3 plants $6.50 postpaid 


— o r 

















USE THIS ORDER FORM 
STERN’S NURSERIES 


GENEVA, NEW YORK 


MARCH 1955 


EVERY PLANT FAMOUS STERN’S NO. 


1 QUALITY 


a 


We have listed in this handy order form the 6 best SUB-ZERO varieties in the 
6 most popular colors. Plant them all for a lifetime of rose enjoyment for just 


pennies a year. 


QUEEN O’ THE LAKES—dark red 
No rose ever had more fullness of 
grace, brilliance, and elegance of 
8380 form, or color more beautiful than 
this velvety crimson ueen. Fully double 
flowers up to 5 inches wide. Very vigorous. 


[| CURLY PINK—two-tone pink 


Matchless in the combination of size 

and form of bloom, beauty of cluster, 
8364 bloom quantity, constancy, vigor and 
foliage, hardiness and performance. Many 
large, two-toned pink blossoms, in several 
stages, often form a gorgeous bouquet on a 


single stem, 2 or more feet long; over 50 
gracefully recurled petals. Immune to Black- 


spot. 

[| Most beautiful of all the yellows. 
Large and very double with rich fra- 

8390 grance—it is a constant bloomer even 

in adverse conditions. Victory is famous for 

its long-lasting loveliness and ability to hold 

its color. 


VICTORY—lemon yellow 


PINK PRINCESS—deep pink 

Perfect shape. Very double—up =? 

inches wide. A real beauty. Bud-red, 
8377 flowers deep pink, very popular, fa- 
mous as the first Hybrid Tea free from pre- 
mature defoliation. Immune to Blackspot. 


SHADES OF AUTUMN—multicolor 

Combination of red, yellow and blush, 

double flowers in great abundance. A 
8384 riot of color—with various shadings 
changing from bud to flower. Constantly in 
bloom—very hardy and vigorous. 

RED DUCHESS—light red 


This flower required over 30 years of 

hybridizing to produce this perfection. 
8382 Such ca tivating fragrance. Such a 
shade of ane. Such colorful foliage. Such 
a robust and sturdy sub-zero plant. While 
nearly all Sub-Zero Roses are pleasingly fra- 
grant, the magic of sunshine on these petals 
issues a new fragrance incomparably alluring 
in spicy sweetness and charm. One whiff is an 
experience to be remembered. Immune to 
Blackspot. 


IF YOU WISH TO ORDER GARDEN COLLECTION, (Group 24-S$27), CHECK HERE 


“2 of Each” Variety 
12 plants .. . $24. 


LJ 


“One-of-Each” Variety 
6 plants . . . $12.50 


LI 


STERN’S SUPER-GRADE SELECTED NO. 1 PLANTS—GUARANTEED FOR 5 FULL YEARS 


EACH 3 for 6 for 


$2.50 $6.50 $12.50 $24.00 


POSTPAID POSTPAID POSTPAID 





12 for Enclosed 








POSTPAID 





TO STERN’S NURSERIES - DEPT. G - GENEVA, NEW YORK 
Sirs: Send your guaranteed SUB-ZERO Roses. My selection is checked cbove. 


NAME 





ADDRESS 





TOWN 


STATE 





SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER-ACT NOW! ! 
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ORIGINATORS OF THE WORLD'S 
FINEST SWEET PEAS 


ZVOLANEK’S 


ZVOLANEK’S (NEW) SPRING  FLORI- 
BUNDA SWEET PEAS 4 to 8 flowers on 
very long stems and heat resistant. 
Plant about April 15 when frost free. 
Rose Pink, Lavender, Lilac, Elk Purple, 
Pure White, Deep Cream, Salmon Pink, 
Scarlet Cerise, Carmine, Clear Medium 
Blue, Crimson Red, Navy Blue and 
Mixed. 

Y2 oz. Pkt. $1.00 6 Pkts $5.00 Postpaid 


ZVOLANEK’S (NEW) LATE PLENTI-FLORA 
SWEET PEAS Also 4 to 8 flowers on very 
long stems but blooms two weeks later; 
very vigorous and heat resistant. Plant 
about April 15 or when frost free. 
Rose Pink, Deep Cream, Scarlet cerise, 
Appleblossom, Flesh Pink, Clear Blue, 
Lilac, Lavender, Pure White, Purple, 
Carmine and Mixed. 
Price Y2 oz. Pkt. $1.00 6 pkts $5.00 
Postpaid 
Order both kinds and have loads of flowers 
all summer until frost comes. Both kinds 
are especially for outdoor growing and 
heat resistant; direct from the originators 


of all multi-flowering sweet peas. Also send 
for our complete list of flower seeds. 


WILLIAM ZVOLANEK & CO. 
P. 0. BOX 142 LOMPOC, CALIF. 














FERTO-POTS 


SENSATIONAL  _ NENT ION, 
rotted cow in 
and kiln Grieg. 





Pots made of rich 
pot 


setback; “quicker 


ground. 

mo the growing 
Excellent results also as liners inside 
pots for African Violets and other house 
FERTO-POTS are a boon 
9 and home gardener alike. 
express (not prepaid), as follows: 

500 — $9.00 

250 — $5.00 

250 — $5.75 
post optional, east of Miss., R. 
in 200 lots as follows: +2s—$3.00; =212s 

-65; 2 3s—$4.50. 

FERTO-POTS have taken the garden world by 
storm. Users, highly enthusiastic. Millions sold. 
Order a supply y and eniey a thrilling new 
gardening experience. Addres 


FARGO'S 


DEPT. 3 FRENCHTOWN, N. J. 
BEST BUY is me eee pack with much i 
pot and express about the same 

sa . = two ways and "he pets. keep 


plants. 
ce 


ay 
plants. promenew 
Shipmen 


ag = 


pack You ay 
indefinitely until used. 
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Report of the Month 


“The Tool I Could Not Be Without” 


ist AWARD: Mrs. Charles Clapp, Jr. 
Campbell, Va. 


MY PET TOOL is a 12-inch, heavy 
three-pronged hand cultivator. It costs 
sixty-nine cents and I wear out one 
every year. The upkeep runs thirty 
cents per annum for two sharpening 
jobs at fifteen cents each. 

I carry this tool with me from dawn 
till dusk. I bend or kneel and loosen 
the soil with it, then weed by hand. 
I scratch around trees, shrubs and per- 
ennial plants with it spring and fall to 
feed them with organic rocks, ancient 
manure, leafmold, compost, etc. 

In the 450-hill dahlia patch, I use it 
to trench around newly-set roots and 
plants to work in potash rock and bone- 
meal. In July, and again in August, each 
hill gets unleached wood ash broad- 
cast around it. Then I go from hill to 
hill with “The Tool”, shaking the ashes 
down through the oat straw mulch and 
scratching the ground lightly so the 
rain (or, more likely, the soil soakers!) 
can wash the ashes in. 

The Tool has a couple of bonus vir- 
tues not designed by its manufacturer. 
For sunburn, sweat, fly and mosquito- 
bites, it makes a handy and superb back 
scratcher. Then the necessity of con- 
stant bending, in order to use a mere 
12-inch tool, makes it a fine reducing 
agent. 

After the dahlias are dug in the fall, 
I check each stake, pulling back the 
mulch with this cultivator to be sure 
that every clump has been dug. 

The scuffle hoe and the long-handled 
cultivators hang in the toolhouse racks, 
unused. The “grunt-and-push” cultiva- 
tor languishes in the barn; and the 
garden tractor has been sold. 


2nd AWARD: Henry B. Wrigley 
New Milford, Conn. 


HAVING COME, for some months, to 
enjoy the hospitality of friends who have 
a large plot of ground, naturally I wish 
to attempt to repay their kindness by 
giving a helping hand in the garden. 

It was, therefore, with much interest 
that I straightway went to the barn to 
inspect American tools; and there I was 
delighted to find a mattock, kinsman of 
my favourite implement, the bisque, as 
it is called in my native Somerset, Eng- 
land. 

The bisque is a hand-forged tool, 


fashioned individually in the village 
smithy. Unlike the mattock it has one 
blade only, longer and broader than 
that of the cutter mattock. A broad 
hammer head takes the place of the 
pick, the whole weighing about 8 
pounds. To minimize this weight, the 
craftsman skilfully curves the handle of 
ash. 

Its uses are many. First and fore- 
most, the bisque has no equal for the 
clearing of ground which has become 
covered with scrub growth. One blow 
with its 9-inch blade will sever the roots 
of brambles, sloes, and thorns, and with 
the help of the curved handle the whole 
plant is levered from the ground, which 
can then be quickly dug with the bisque, 
which makes light work of roots and 
stones. What gardener is there who does 
not know the exasperation caused by 
these two foes of either fork or spade? 

The bisque can be used similarly as 
the draw hoe, and in the southwest of 
England, trenches for celery, leeks, and 
potatoes are usually made by it; and 
the same tool is used for the subsequent 
earthing up and harvesting. 

When the gardener is faced with the 
task of renewing fencing posts, the 
broad head of my old friend with its 
formidable 8 pounds of metal is equal 
to any sledge hammer. 

As a quick and effective tool, easy to 
use, Owing to its delicate balance in spite 
of its weight, the bisque has no equal 
and I shall sample its weaker cousin, 
the mattock, with keen anticipation. 


3rd AWARD: Mrs. Howard Denton 
Louisville, Ky. 


MINE IS A SIMPLE STEEL TROWEL, 
shaped like an elongated spoon. The 
blade is 6 inches long, deftly pointed, 
and approximately 2 inches wide. The 
handle is 5 inches long, sloping to the 
blade, with a circular top 1 inch in 
diameter. I have described this sturdy 
tool because now for five years it has 
been my choice digger, planter and cul- 
tivator and, by using the end of the 
metal handle, my temper. 

In the fall there are bulbs to plant. 
While a more cumbersome fork or 
shovel comes in handy for excavation 
purposes, nothing takes the place of my 
trowel for bulb setting and for then 
tamping the soft earth slightly around 
each bulb for foundation purposes. 

[SEE Pace 12] 
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§ 722 BARGAINS 


EXCEPTIONAL SPRING VALUES 


We proudly present the ‘‘Cream of the World's 
Crops’! Each item produced by an outstanding 
specialist, and offered directly to you at these 
amazingly low prices. All bulbs and plants guar- 
anteed to be blooming size, to arrive in good con- 
dition, and to satisfy in every respect All stock 
shipped at proper planting time. 


5 Fancy CALADIUM 


The large, highly 
variegated, almost 
transparent leoves 
of these vunusvol 
tropical plonts will 
brighten any shady 
border, porch box, 
or room Assorted 
colors 


4 GLOXINIA Tubers 


These imported tubers $ 00 
will produce a moss of — 
trumpet-shoped blooms 


either indoors or in the 
gorden. A wide selec 
tion of mixed colors. 


3 PEONY Roots 


Probably the most popu- 
lor of all perennials. 
These lorgé roots ore 
produced by on expert. 
Assorted pink, red, and 
white 


ering perennials, the 
delicate pink, heort- 
shaped flowers are ideal 
for borders or rock 
gordens 


Everblooming, pure 
white, wox-like flowers. 
Easily grown, they will 
fill your garden or room 
with the fragrance of 
orange-blossoms 


10 Achimenes. Assorted Colors 
Alstroemeria. Peruvian Lily ‘ 
Anemones. Wind Flowers. Mixed colors 
Astibe. Perennial Spirea. 
Black-Throated Callas 

Elephant Ears. C. Esculentum 
Cooperia. Rain or Surprise Lily 
Crinum. Giant Lily-like flower 
Cushion Mums. Assorted colors. 
Curcuma. Indian Ginger Lily 

Funkia Variegata. Plantian Lily 
Eucharis Amazonica. Amazon lily... . 
Hemerocallis. Daylily. Mixed colors. . 
Incarvillea. Hardy Gloxinia 
Montbretias. Assorted colors 

Nerine. Rose. Fall blooming Amaryllid. 
Pachysandra. Fine ground cover 
Phiox. Assorted colors. rrr 
Ranunculus. Asiatic Rose. Mixed colors 
Strelitzia. Bird of Paradise ‘ 
Tigridia. Mexican Shell Flower 
Zephyranthes. Fairy Lily 


UNUSUAL DOUBLE BEGONIAS 
Hanging Basket Type. Mixed colors. 
Carnation-Flowered Type. Mixed colors 
Lilliput (Miniature) Type. Mixed 
Dazzling Two-Tone Type. Mixed colors 
Dainty Rosebud Type. (Bouton de Rose) 


ISMENES (Peruvian Daffodils) 


Calathina. White daffodil-like blooms. 
Pancratium. Like above, but later... 
Hymenocallis. White Spider Lily... . 


LILY-OF-THE-VALLEY 
Extra Selected Pips for Forcing...... 
Smaller Pips for Outdoor Planting... 
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MARCH 1955 


Any 6 Specials... 


Double-flowering, 4 
camellia type. 00 


Aristocrats of the 
shade - loving 
plants. Striking 
green leaves— 
large double 
flowers. A “must 
for every garden 
M Assorted colors 


(Bletilla Hyacinthi- 
onc). Hardy Chi- 
nese Terrestial 
Orchid. 12° stems 
bear dainty, orchid- 
shaped mouve flow- 
ers. Likes semi- 
shode. Excellent for 
rock gardens 


America's favorite gar- 
den lily. Fragrant, per- 
fectly hardy, and a 
profuse bloomer. Large 
white trumpets on tall 
stems; buds ore suffused 
red before opening 


The “Gold Bonded-Lily.” 
A prominent gold band 
on its petals gives this 
outstanding favorite its 
name. Imported from 
Jopon. Hardy 


7 ESTATE LILIES 


A truly hardy “Easter” 
lily! Attractive folioge, 
groced with exception- 
ally large, pure white 
blooms. Excellent for cut 
ting, os well os outdoors 


50 GLADIOLI 


A “Rainbow Mixture” of 
many outstanding varie- 
ties. The best of the 
large flowering varieties 
will be found in this 
choice mixture. Assorted 
colors 


12 CANNA Roots 


Connos ore os excep- 
tional for the beauty of 
their enormous leaves as 
for the striking colors of 
their large flower clus- 
ters. Assorted colors. 


$500 Postpaid 


Any 12 Specials. . $10 Postpaid 


Four Leof 
Dainty 

flowers 

bloom profusely 
oll summer 
Dworf. ideal for 
rock gordens jpots 


$igo0 
r 


Na 10 Summer HYACINTH Bulbs 


(Galtonia,) Grow 
S$ ft toll Beor 


1g 


b 
J 


Y 4 great, loose spikes 
4" of waxy white 
, flowers. Very strik 

\ f ing and unusvol 


Dainty, cream- 
white flowers, with 
o splash of choco 
late in the throot, 
ond o sweet frog 
ronce 

Handle some o% 
gladiolus 


$¥g00 
r 


3 Hardy AMARYLLIS Bulbs 


Amoryillis Halli (Ly- 
coris Squamigersa). 
“Magic Lily of Ja- 
pan.” In late Spring 
foliage disoppeors, 
ond a spike of 
lavender flowers 
springs, like magic 
from the ground 
Hordy 


5 
Oo 


4 RUBRUM LILIES 


Exotic pink lilies from 
Japan. The graceful re- 
flexed petals make them 
invaluable for use in 
corsoges, and artistic 
florol arrangements 
Hardy 


7 TIGER LIL 


Attractive, large orange 
flowers with reflexed 
petols. An exceptionally 
hardy 


imported from Holland 


| vigorous, strain 


Ideal house plants, Col- 
los con also be trons 
planted outdoors for 
exceptional beauty 
ground pools, rock gor 
dens, etc. We'll ship | 
Yellow, | White, ond 


These ore the large, 
decorative type. Six dif- 
ferent colors ore repre- 
sented—al!l show vorie 
ties. One voriety alone 
normolly sells for the 
price asked for oll six 


$Igo0 
r 


IES 


3 Hybrid AMARYLLIS Bulbs 


The Mead Strain of 
Giont American Hybrids 
They can be grown in 
doors or outdoors, but 
should be lifted in the 
Fall. Assorted shades 


ORDER BY MAIL TODAY 


GROWERS EXCHANGE, INC. 


Enclosed find $ 


Remember, you can SAVE even more by ordering any 6 specials for 
only $5.00 postpaid, or any 12 specials for only $10.00 postpaid. 


24000 DRAKE ROAD 
FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN 


. Please send me the bargains | have checked above. 


Please add 25¢ for postage and packing if order is under $5.00. All merchandise will be 
shipped at proper planting time. Sorry, NO C.O.D.’s. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY 








Now ... your flowers can flourish 
close to shrub backgrounds with 


WO-SEE ROOT FENCE, 





Bars shrub roots from robbing 
flower beds of fertility and moisture 


wr of — 


STOPS ROOTS HERE. 





Shrub roots spread in all directions, sucking mois- NO.-SEE Root Fence keeps hungry shrub roots out! 
ture and plant food from soil. Flowers ore starved; Moisture and fertilizer are then available to flowers 
moke poor growth with few blooms. for vigorous, full growth. 


Flowers are best displayed against a background of green foliage. Blooms 
seem more beautiful...colors more brilliant. But the widespreading roots 
of shrubs or hedges are like underground weeds, robbing flower beds of 
moisture and plant food. 

NO-SEE Root Fence eliminates this problem permanently, putting an 
impenetrable steel barrier 12 inches deep between shrub roots and flower 
beds. All the moisture and fertilizer are then saved for flowers, permitting 
them to make healthy growth with maximum number and size of blooms. 

NO-SEE Root Fence is made of hot-dipped, galvanized steel, corrugated 
to permit expansion and contraction as the soil freezes and thaws. Lasts a 
lifetime. Sections two feet long lock together with special! twist clips to 
make any length. Installed flush with soil, 


SEE YOUR HARDWARE, BOX OF $ 95 
NURSERY OR GARDEN STORE 50 FEET 1995 
If not available locally, send check or money order for $19.95 


Your dealer will also sell it by the twos 
Sold from factory only in 50-ft. boxes. Shipped prepaid. 


foot section ot 89¢ each. 


KEELOR STEEL, INC. 


921 NINTH ST. S. E, MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA 








Home again after 


15 million years! 


amazed and excited by the an- 
nouncement that the Arnold Arbo- 
retum had obtained seeds of metase- 
quoia as a result of an expedition 
financed by the Arboretum. Metase- 
quoia had been named in 1941 by the 


1 1946 THE BOTANICAL WORLD Was 


MONTAGUE FREE photographed this 
dawn-redwood at Smith College. William 
Campbell, curator of the Botanic Gar- 
den, is at left; Henry Downer, right. 


Japanese paleobotanist, Miki, from 
fossil specimens. At the time it was 
believed that the tree had been extinct 
for millions of years, but within three 
years living trees were discovered near 
the village of Mo-tao,chi situated in 
a remote dist:::t of Szechuan in Cen- 
tral China. 

According to an article in Plants and 
Gardens (Winter, 1948) by Ralph W. 
Chaney, professor of paleontalogy, 
University of California, specimens 
from fossil collections from _ Elko, 
Nevada, previously referred to the 
genus Taxodium, “. . . were generically 
identical with the fossils from Japan, 
and with the living trees of Mo-tao-chi.” 
So, as a result of the enterprise of au- 
thorities of the Arnold Arboretum and 
their generosity in the distribution of 
seeds, “Metasequoia is becoming estab- 
lished once more in North America, 
after a period of absence of some fifteen 
million years.” 

On the basis of material obtained 
from living trees, Professor Wan-Chun- 
Cheng and Dr. Hsen-Hsu-Hu named 
this remarkable tree Metasequoia 
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elyptostroboides. The English name. 
“dawn redwood,” does not seem to be 
particularly apt—at least not to a non- 
botanist such as I, to whom it resembles 
bald-cypress more than it does the red- 
wood. 

Apparently, metasequoia is _ fast- 
growing when young. The tree shown 
here was photographed in the Botanic 
Garden of Smith College, Northamp- 
ton, Massachusetts. It is about seven 
years old and already has attained a 
height of 20 feet. It may be, however. 
that there is considerable variation in 
its rate of growth which may be due in 
part to inherited characteristics and 
partly to environment. For example: 
Dr. Wyman, in the Arnold Arboretum 
Garden Book, tells of a specimen in 
the Arboretum which grew 4 feet and 
4 inches during one summer, while an- 
other nearby grew only half as much. 
Two plants set out on my own place 
three years ago are now 3 feet and 
4% feet tall. This slow growth can be 
attributed to poor environment. The 
3-footer is planted on an exposed sandy 
knoll. The other one is in slightly better 
soil in a tiny valley. We have had two 
unusually dry summers and they did 
not get even a smidging of artificial 
watering. 

The rapid growth of metasequoia 
suggests the possibility of its use as a 
timber tree, but in China it appears 
that it is chiefly used for fuel and for 
interior trim. The wood is said to be 
rather brittle. It is perhaps too soon 
to appraise its value as an ornamental. 
It is not an evergreen although it does 
hold its foliage late in the fall—at the 
time of writing (mid-November) my 
plants in this chilly mid-Hudson valley 
have not yet lost their leaves though 
they have turned to a pleasant but un- 
spectacular coppery-brown. Most of 
the specimens seen by me have had a 
rather thin appearance but doubtless 
this could be corrected by judicious 
pruning. It does have the merit of 
providing an excellent conversation 
piece! It is said to propagate easily 
from seeds and cuttings—both soft and 
hardwood; and it is available in widely 
separated nurseries—MONTAGUE FREE 





Leaflets for Plant Growers 


@ Five leaflets on roses, begonias, 
A frican-violets, chrysanthemums, 
and fuchsias are offered without 
charge to home gardeners by Atlas 
Fish Emulsion Fertilizer Company. 
Department C., | Drumm Street, 
San Francisco 11, California. These 
leaflets cover not only feeding, but 
also such things as watering, training 
for shape of plants, locations for 
planting and pruning. 





WO'SEE 


GRASS BARRIER 


stops grass 
from 
spreadin 





Underground ‘‘fence”’ 
edges lawns permanently, 
eliminates trimming! 


NO-SEE stops bluegrass (in- 
cluding new Merion), quack, 


and other grass from spreading 

into cultivated areas. Install it Bm 
around trees, shrubs, foundation 
plantings, flower beds; along 
fences, hedges, driveways. Speeds 
cultivation; steel barrier guides 
mulching tool. Prevents dirt from 
washing onto lawn. Cuts lawn 
work in half! 





Bermuda, St. Augustine, Bent [dices 


Kil 
it 
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Lateral grass roots spread into flower bed 
and send up shoots between plants. Con- 
stant edging and cultivation are necessary. 


STOPS GRASS 
HERE! 


NO-SEE Grass Barrier stops grass, tends 
to keep it growing upright along the edge 
for easy trimming with your mower. 


NO-SEE Grass Barrier gives your lawn that just-edged, just-trimmed, well- 
cared-for look and keeps it that way all summer long! Speeds cultivation 
too because steel barrier guides mulching tool. 

NO-SEE is made of corrugated, galvanized steel that lasts a lifetime. 
Individual sections two feet long by four inches deep key together with 
special clips to make any length. Easy to install; just drive down to soil 


level. Practically invisible 


NO-SEE bends easily around corners or at right angles. Follows con- 
tour of soil. You mow right over NO-SEE, trimming edges neatly. 


If your local hardware, nursery, garden or department store 


cannot supply you, send check or money order. Shipped postpaid. 
Created and manufactured by: 


KEELOR STEEL, INC. 


921 NINTH ST. S.E., MINNEAPOLIS 


14, MINNESOTA 


$498 


40 feet 
postpaid 





Moreover, my particular tool has just 


; Sa eas the right shape and depth for applying 
ie bonemeal to the soil at planting time. 

== _ In the spring my trowel begins a busy 

. season. It has sufficient length and 

4 point to be excellent for laying off and 

cultivating small seed beds. When 

tender plants are to be lifted and set, 

the same trowel takes over, in addition 

to weeding a bit. Sometimes the use 

of this short tool is hard on my knees, 

to say nothing of my sacroiliac, but the 

sad truth is that one can’t be a dirt 
gardener in an armchair. 

Occasionally plants need to be potted 


| Or repotted. The danger in this opera- 

STANDARD ROTO-HOE | tion is in disturbing or destroying root 
growth. My trowel has just enough 
curvature so that it will slip easily 
around the inner side of a pot without 
too much danger to root growth. For 





This famous model has taken America by | 

storm. This pioneer of all front-mounted tillers, 

is America’s favorite by far—and still 
selling 947 price. For | ; 
ge na Ua es thie 9 | Setting, whether the plant be potted or 
h.p. model is an ideal work-saving | = the ground, again the rounded end 

tem «akon | © the trowel handle is handy for slight 
THIS me seilliae seliiaae ; | tamping to avoid unnecessary air 

ROTO-HOE - Pee eee | pockets and to anchor roots. at 

com lete ree a Teeth rotating at high | My back-yard gardening is informal, 
Pp ‘ speed in a vertical plane | with many old fashioned varieties of 
for only , pull the ROTO-HOE for- plants. My friends and I have made a 


ward while you guide it. | practice of sharing “starts” of plants 
1 3 4. Completely digs, tills and | from our gardens. My favorite trowel is 
s mixes soil up to 6” deep. | always on hand at such times because 
it is light to handle and, at the same 
ROTO-HOE is Integrally Designed so that the , Rh we | time effective. 
one basic power unit on two wheels will also - ie . 
furnish ample power to operate other garden 
equipment. You get the work and efficiency of . eg) Fe rin 
many machines at very little more than the : oe Next Report Subject: 
cost of a single machine. All attachments have , still « Be. 
been built to Ye pe ry or or “ie fee om sey “HOW I SUMMER 
and to be attached and detached in just a few 2 =a eile 
minutes. Yes, ROTO-HOE offers you Top- bk ee GR ra, Sts MY HOUSE PLANTS 
Value at Lowest Cost! Tens of thousands of a . “te | ; < 
customers, coast to coast, prove it. Cay a) we. x e Every good gardener knows that 
ws the care given house plants in sum- 
mer is just as important as winter 
care. How do you take care of your 
house plants in the summer? Per- 
haps you plunge them in the flower 
border; maybe you have a special 
lath house for them; or, you may 


Low cost ATTACHMENTS | like to use them for decoration 
GIVE YEAR ’ROUND USE around the patio or porch. 
- A typed manuscript isn’t neces- 
ROTOLOE cee pe tani sary; legible handwriting will do. 
cultivating units together) sur- Make the report between 200 and 
rounded by the quickly inter- 500 words, and if you want your 
changeable attachments; start- manuscript returned, be sure to 
ing at top: sprayers, snow enclose a stamped, self-addressed 
blower, buzz saw, ROTO-CUT- | envelope. Payment will be made 
TER, edger. upon publication. 
AWARDS: For the BEsT report, 
WRITE FOR $25.00 plus a copy of the out- 
NEW COLOR SEE THE OTHER standing new book, A Treasury of 
CATALOG 2 ROTO-HOE LINES American Gardening, reviewed in 
the press, brend ON OPPOSITE PAGE the December issue. Additional 


revised edition, copies will be awarded to the five 


beautiful in the in- “ ” 
dustry. Use coupon o next-best” reports. 
CW. 16 PAGE CATALOG opposite page to He ve oe 
IN 4 COLORS FREE FREE copy Reports due by March 20 
for publication in June 























ROTO-HOE & SPRAYER COMPANY BOX 1, NEWBURY, OHIO | saa 
Address: 

Report Desk, Flower Grower, 

2049 Grand Central Terminal, 

New York 17, N. Y. 
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New Books 


WOODLAND PORTRAITS. Jean- 
nette Klute. 50 full color prints, 
plus notes, 12%” x 16%”, boxed. 
$20. Little, Brown & Company, 
Boston. 


To MOST OF US, nothing is so wonderful 
as a walk in the woods, listening to the 
quiet songs of wildflowers, leaves, ferns— 
and the little grace notes of bark of 
trees or soft rainy-day shadows. For each 
day that you cannot walk upon the deep 
carpet of the wild, spend a few minutes 
looking at even a single one of Miss 
Klute’s Woodland Portraits, and you will 
find a special happiness. 

“Magnificent” is the wrong word for 
something so simple, so warm and friendly 
—yet few books of photographs have 
ever captured so much grandeur in the 
little things. At first such a big book 
seems awkward, until you realize that it 
takes a big oak tree to shade a trillium, 
wild ginger, miter-wort, and even a black- 
and-yellow garden spider and 46 
others. For this book is 50 walks in the 
woods, with eyes that see and remember. 

—JOHN R. WHITING 


GARDEN DESIGN ILLUS- 
TRATED. John A. and Carol L. 
Grant. 167 pp. $5.75. Univ. of 
Washington Press. 


“MODERN ARCHITECTURE IN AMERICA,” say 
John A. and Carol L. Grant, “is far ahead 
of modern landscape architecture. This 
is mainly true because so little thought 
is given to the appreciation of plant mate- 
rial and to the . .. soil and site of the 
garden to be planned.” 

In a delightfully readable way, they 
expound their theory of landscaping, not 
in a mystifying, esthetic jargon, but in 
everyday terms that have meaning to those 
of us who love plant materials and who, 
like the authors, look to nature for ad- 
vice in garden building. 

. the most frankly appealing house 
is produced when the building is a logical 
outgrowth of the site, locality, function, 
and well-used native and imported mate- 
rials. A garden so designed is not only 
more effective and easier to keep up but 
also it has a permanent value which is 
bound to increase with time. The super- 
imposed garden, on the other hand, keeps 
getting more and more difficult to care 
for, quickly showing neglect.” This quo- 
tation sums up the authors’ approach to 
the art of landscape design. 

This is a book on art (the format itself 
is a work of art) which will open new 
avenues of thought and creativeness for 
all design-conscious gardeners. Though 
landscape architects may occasionally take 
exception to some passages, the total 
effectiveness and validity of the work can 
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© Larger Model 300 


In answer to the demands of many gardeners 
for a larger unit that would easily handle the 
work on a 1 to 2 acre lawn or garden, this 
big (3.3 h.p.) power-driven ROTO-HOE is 
fast finding favor wherever it is 
shown and used. Operates at slow 


Model 
300 
complete 
only 


$228. 


24” HEAVY DUTY ROTO-CUTTER 


or walking speed, 


cultivates a 


wider area, is easy to control and 
operate. Complete as shown at 


left, only $228. 


attachment 


quickly converts the Model 300 to a superior quality 


rotary mower. Works up close to walls, trees, 


fences ; 


cuts every grass blade or weed —_—— of height. 


Attachment costs only $58. to ad 





© NEW 


COMPLETE 
CULTIVATING 
& POWER 
UNIT 


$105. 


The same 20° ROTO-CUTTER as the 
Standard ROTO-HOE (see opposite page) 
has been adapted to become an attachment 
for the ‘‘Hummin’bird’’, making it an out- 
standing value as a power mower. Either 
unit may be purchased separately, other added 
later as desired. Learn more about these 
now—send coupon for free catalog in color. 


on 





Horizontal Cultivator 


turned Model ROTO-HOE 


Ideal for the smaller lawn, 


and garden. 
20” 
ROTO- 
CUTTER 
Attach- 
ment 


+o 


row places with its 


job 


Only 45 Ibs. 
complete, cultivates in nar- 
9” 
width. Entirely new prin- 
ciple of horizontally-rotat- 
ing knives does an excellent 
easily. 


The complete 


power 


and 


cultivat- 
ing unit costs 


only 
Total. 


USE THIS COUPON TODAY! 


$105. 


To ROTO-HOE & Sprayer Co. 
Dept. 1, Newbury, Ohio 


Please send me your beautiful new 16 page 
four color catalog FREE, and the name and 
address of nearby dealer where I may see the 
complete ROTO-HOE line. 


Name .. 


St. & No. 


City, Zone, State 
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YEWS $3" 


TIME OF BEAUTY 
Voted the best evergreen by the 
American Nurserymen’s Association 
HATFIELD YEW—Upright, compact, 


ees 


AAAS 
~ 


OOOO 


rich 


green 
HICKS YEW—Best Evergreen for Hedges 
SPREADING YEW—Margin of Plantings 
$1.75 per 10 $16.00 per 100 
Well Rooted 


Not less than 10 of each variety. 

of $3.50 or over Postpaid. 

$3.50 add 25¢. 

Write for complete lis 

every order. No C.0.D 
$3 


5; PINE GARDENS 
$ 
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Orders 
Orders under 


Directions with 


49 Pine Avenue Milton 86, Mass. 
$ Specialists in Yews for over 30 years 
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ome PEONIES 


New Catalogue of 
Largest Collection 
Ever Offered! 


Send for FREE 1955 CATALOGUE enlarged, in- 
structive ready for immediate mailing! Lists 
plus ex- 
Peonies 


over 300 rare and hardy Tree Peonies 

quisite and hybrid Herbaceous 

Many exclusive foreign introductions! All magnifi 
1 


species 
8 
Write for your 


is the connoisseurs’ source book; 


copy today! 
100 Selected Tree Peony Seeds $5 (No COD’s) 
Address: LOUIS SMIRNOW, Dept. FG3 
Knoll Road, Sands Point, L. I., N. Y. 
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Books for Gardeners and Arrangers— 
i All Richly Illustrated 


1. CLIMBING ROSES 


By Helen Van Pelt Wilson. With 8 pages of handsome color, 
48 black-and-white photographs, and 16 pages of how-to plant- 
ing and pruning drawings. Here is the first book on climbers in 
20 years, written by one of America’s best-loved gardeners, 
who points out how easy they are to grow. More than 300 
varieties are classified by color, fragrance, use, and region. A 


superb book! $3.95 


2. TUBEROUS BEGONIAS 


— 


By Worth Brown. Just revised! — with 4 pages of brilliant new color 
and 67 drawings. All about “the world’s most beautiful flower” — 
from seed, cutting, bulbil or tuber to properly staked bloom. . . and 
then back to dormancy. How to use artificial light to get blooms 2 to 
3 months ahead of schedule. Full explanation of classifications . . . 
and a month-by-month calendar of chores. An invaluable book. $3.50 


3. FLOWER ARRANGEMENT WORKBOOK 3 


By Myra J. Brooks. Workbook 3 — with 44 photographs — offers 
even more challenging problems — and solutions than Workbooks 
1 and 2. Planned especially for the arranger who wants to exhibit 
for the first time in flower shows. Typical classes are set up, illus- 


trated, analyzed and accompanied by judges’ comments. Each of 
| HUNDREDS OF BOOKS devoted to soil have 


the three books: $2.50 cloth-bound; $2.00 spiral-bound. 


Also filled with pictures... 


4. THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
AFRICAN VIOLETS 
$2.95 


Helen Van Pelt Wilson 


DAHLIAS FOR EVERY 
GARDEN 
Marian C. Walker $2.95 


PERENNIALS FOR EVERY 
GARDEN 
Helen Van Pelt Wilson $3.95 


THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
DRIED ARRANGEMENTS 
Raye Miller Underwood $4.95 


GLOXINIAS — AND HOW 


TO GROW THEM 
Peggie Schulz 


FLOWER-SHOW GUIDE 
Anne Wertsner Wood $3.00 


10. AMARYLLIS — AND HOW 
TO GROW THEM 
Peggie Schulz 


°°. 
6. 
7 
3. 


$2.95 
9. 


$2.95 


Il. COLOR IN FLOWER 
ARRANGEMENT 
Adelaide B. Wilson $5.95 


12. FLOWER ARRANGEMENT 
FOR CHURCHES 
Adelaide B. Wilson $4.00 

"MAIL ORDERS PROMPTLY FILLED POSTPAID’ = 

Send this coupon today : 

M. Barrows and Company, Inc., Dept. B-28 1 

425 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 1 

1 enclose $ by [] check, or ! 

[J money order, for which please send me ! 

the books whose numbers are circled below. ! 

, 2 3, 4 4 @& 7, 8, 9 11, 12 


State 


M. BARROWS and COMPANY 
INCORPORATED 
425 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 16, N, Y. 


pocccccco-- 





| gonias, 
cultural reminder. 


| subject 
| physics, chemistry and biology of the soil 


hardly be challenged. The hackneyed 
statement—that this book should be in 
every gardener’s library—must not, in this 
case, go unsaid.—JOHN R. REBHAN 


TUBEROUS BEGONIAS. Worth 
Brown. 128 pp. $3.50. M. Barrows 
& Co., New York. 


SINCE EARLY CHILDHOOD, Worth Brown, 
who grew up near Luther Burbank’s home, 
has been absorbed in the growing of bulbs. 
As a youth he traveled to the bulb fields 
of Europe and the United States to study 
cultural practices—a custom that he has 
continued through the years to keep the 
varieties completely up to date at the 
commercial bulb ranch which he and his 
brother operate. He also regularly visits 
South America, home of most of the 
tuberous begonia species. 

Well versed in his field, Worth Brown 
has given gardeners—both amateurs and 
specialists—a complete culture guide in 
his book, Tuberous Begonias, which was 
published in 1948 and just recently re- 
vised, with color added. The book con- 
tains four pages of color and 67 detailed 
drawings. 

The complicated classification is ex- 
plained and begonias are covered in my- 
riad ways: as bedding plants in the home 
garden and lath house; as florists’ plants 
for cut flowers and corsages; growing 
under fluorescent light with blooms two 
to three months ahead of schedule; propa- 
gation by seed; vegetative propagation; 
growing from tubers; and pests and di- 
seases. It also included a chapter, “Be- 
Month by Month,” which is a 
It is a useful, simple 
guide for all gardeners. 


SOIL. G. V. Jacks. 221 pp. $5.00. 
Philosophical Library, New York. 


been published; so the uninitiated might 
wonder if another is necessary. But, I 
suppose, the sum of our knowledge of 


| soils is exceeded by our ignorance about 
| them. 


As Mr. Jacks says in his Preface: “The 
is an intricate one in which the 


all play their part.” Experiments and in- 
vestigations are still in progress, and the 
author’s aim “has been to place before 
the reader the latest findings . in as 
simple a manner as possible without di- 
verging too far from the strict principles 
of scientific orthodoxy.” In general, he 
has succeeded admirably; those who are 
concerned with soil will read the book 
with interest, whether they be back-yard 
gardeners, farmers or soil conservationists. 

The author emphasizes the importance 
of maintaining the soil in good condition 
by doing everything possible to develop 
a crumb structure by keeping up the 
humus content, by ensuring that moisture 
content is kept as near as possible at the 
optimum and by using the right kind of 
fertilizers. 

G. V. Jacks is director of the Common- 
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When you 


do buy 


Are you, too, troubled by the many 
claims made for various liquid 
plant foods? If so, buy the plant 
food that meets these three require- ;' 

ments. Make certain it is the one be SU re 
that is: 

1. Tested and proved by growers 


and gardeners for at 
least 15 years. 


2. Recommended by you get 
horticultural experts 

and universities who 

have tested it. 

3. Used and recom- he 

mended by your t 

nurseryman. 


Ra-Pip-Gro answers all three requirements. And it’s so 
easy to use. Just dissolve it in water and apply to foliage 


or on the dirt around the roots. ORIGI NAL 
And here’s the big pay off! Ra-Pip-Gro costs no more than 


substitutes. 





THE PLANT FOOD OF Mi RACLE 


WORLDWIDE FAME! 


Orders are coming in from 

literally all over the world 

for RA-Pip-Gro. Today 50 PLANT 
gles tons—100,000 Ib. order 

ncaa oft from one country—27,000 


wns s amd 
| dayepoetgemme eo Ibs. from another. 
; loctured by na-pip-S or® 


, ” 
} panswiie, NEW ee ae 
: “seu saucrsn, acreggen 108 - MONEE yo 
" ne 
\ “ent 5s pounos ma / 


Buy Ra-Pip-Gro from your 
favorite store or nurseryman, 











A Balanced 
WTS 
for your Plants! 


RA-PID-GRO 


MARCH 





wealth Bureau of Soil Science. Rotham- 


experiment rt rehileyi hs prove ge sted, England, where the first ugricultural 


experiment station was sta>:ed. Though 
the book is slanted toward British condi- 
TO M AT @) 7 Ss R ; - F N tions, it matters little, since the principles 
of soil management are the same any- 
where. I greatly enjoyed reading Soil and 


t was amazed at the wealth of information 

W a t K S i’ A Re LI * ke contained in this comparatively small 
s book.—MONTAGUE FREE 

WHEN 

SPRAYED BLOSSOM- SET HORMONE 

WITH 


Bigger Yields! Larger, Meatier, More 
Delicious Tomatoes. Many SEEDLESS! Book Talk 


CTUS ENTHUSIASTS will be happy to 


St Bl d | M k Bl q t f ° | hear that Van Nostrand is bringing 
ops ossom- rop: akes ossoms e ruit! out a new book, so Dayton Beguelin 
Cost nights and cloudy, short aor during brilliantly red . . . and many are SEED- tells us, with the title, The Cactus Guide, 
early growing season cause blossoms to LESS because they have been set chemically. i < ¢ ¢ ic ist < > 
drop off tomato plants without setting Use standard BLOSSOM-SET in an or- - the fall. Lad Cutak, horticulturist at the 
fruit. BLOSSOM-SET hormone makes blos- dinary sprayer, or the new Aerosol BLOS- Missouri Botanical Garden, will write it. 
soms set fruit by chemical means. The SOM-SET and spray on the tomato flowers. ¢ “Dani i . ‘ 
result! Tomatoes ripen weeks earlier! You You'll be delighted with the results! . Stuart Daniels, weed informant = 
get meatier, larger, tastier fruits. Prentice-Hall, advises that they are giving 
Never have you tasted tomatoes with » 2 : ancwe anv a: . 
git | us, in April, the answer to many garden- 
such a rich, exciting flavor .. . never have EXPERIMENT STATION PROOF ’ bl a aw title. SI ly G eee 
you had -tomatoes so beautifully shaped, so |} ers problems—a new title, Shady Gardens: 


Massachusetts . . . first picking yielded 276 How to Plan and Grow Them, by Emily 
ripe tomatoes from 88 plants sprayed with ~ 


BLOSSOM-SET; not a single one was ripe | Seaber Parcher. Another Prentice-Hall 


Aerosol on 88 uns rayed ‘plants. Georgia . | title ine: Guide nine wi 
ALA BLOSSOM. Cer seemed stun ae 0-De. title for spring: Guide to Gardening with 


BLOSSOM-SET against less than 11/2 Ibs. from unsprayed Young People, by Richard Kinney. 


plot in first 32 weeks of picking. Minne- } ce - © — 
ta... Pisats sprayed with BLOSSOM. Nobody likes weeds, but we seem des 


Convenient Easy- SET yield ripe tomatoes two weeks earlier tined to have them. Carol Woodward, 
to-Use Resco! than unsprayed plants. | over at Macmillan Company, has just 


P 7 sent word that W. C. Muenscher’s popular 
Bomb! 12 ounce Prize Winning Cluster | title, Weeds, is due to roll off the presses 
can treats 100 Weighs 11% Pounds March 29—completely reset and revised; 
plants all season. Mr. Harry C. Kling of Tyrone, Pa., used containing 12 new plates and 70 addi- 
Just push the but- BLOSSOM-SET on his tomatoes and wrote: tional weeds; and with complete nomen- 


fom and . . . 1 gcands. +. ol the bieesuan of ouch clmstet clature revision to conform to Gray's 
WHOOSH ... develop nice, smooth tomatoes and ripen Manual of Botany. Other Macmillan de- 
the job is done! treatment of Sues. | butantes: World Outside My Door, by 
As simple as that! SOM-SET.” Olive Bown Goin (classed as an outdoor 


book for “everybody” and, from what 


| we've seen, as refreshing as an early- 
YOU CAN DO IT, TOO! Me gy gee 
’ . morning spring rain); Introduction to 
Just use BLOSSOM-SET on your tomato plants. Be sure to use | Ornithology, by George Wallace; and 
genuine BLOSSOM-SET, the hormone made aT for femnatons, | 7 ene a Y H be Alles D 
not for apples or fruits. "Ask for it by name .. . BLOSSOM-SET ... <anascaping our ome, DY Ice us- 
the original hormone for tomatoes. Nothing else will do oo job "as tan. 
< ee . ~~ 7) , : : ’ 
well. Do not accept yma BLOSSOM-SET Your book-news editor didn’t have to 
. perce go far this month. Here at FLOWER 
12 os. con (treats ptente). Grower, it’s “coming-out time,” from 
Standard BLOSSOM- SET BLOSSOM-SET pro. fm | the looks of things . . . and we are rather 
4 oz. (makes 1 gal. spray).......... . duced this prize win- proud to report on how our editors spend 
1 - (makes 4 gals. spray). . ning cluster for Mr. . e . ° . ’ " 
8 oz. Agric. Concentrate (makes 50 gals. ’ spray) . Harry Kling. their spare time. Senior Editor Montague 
Free’s newest book is All About the Peren- 


STOP MOWING LAWN EDGES! mn SO, oe Cet a | nial Garden. Knowing Mr. Free, we can 




















: afford to accent the first word of that 
Chemical Grass Trimmer Keeps Grass Short For Months! Np aN Ih ee | title. Our other senior editor, Fred F. 
Saves Hours of Hard Work! No Mowing Needed! fo / Sa ae ll | Rockwell, gives us The Complete Book 


No more back-breaking work of cutting and trimming _ 2 of Annuals. Managing Editor Marjorie P. 
lawn edges on your hands and knees in the hot summer \/ : Hie, Johnson, a real devotee of perennials, has 
sun! This wonderful chemical discovery, STOP-GRASS 1 - . ' Baa ee . . at wes 
(contains MH-40) makes grass grow so slowly that it ‘ joined forces with Montague Free in ver 
stays short and doesn’t have to be trimmed for up to 3 or by pentalrels °° | balizing this subject. Her book, Peren- 
4 months. Just spray STOP-GRASS on lawn edges, along ‘ nials, is published by Rinehart. The be- 
sidewalks and driveways, or other hard-to-mow grass edges | : I ] 2 : 

(around trees, flower-beds, along fences, etc.) cut and | ginner will get a solid footing on a solid 
trim it just once, then forget it! The grass actually con- Order STOP-GRASS To-day! subject here. (See page 96). Our editor 
tinues to grow, but so very slowly that it won't need to be 14 oz. (for 400 sq.)...... $1.00 a eRe . . 

trimmed for months! And it remains beautifully green. 4 oz. (for 1100 sq. ft.)..... 2.25 from the Midwest, Milt Carleton, has 


1 Ib. (for 4400 sq. ft.)..... 6.95 come up with a book on another favorite 
st send name ond address ond we will gladly send | subject. It is Hardy Bulbs—another title 


Ju 
Bey you a free package of our high-ane sanalysis (10-52-17) | in the Rinehart Garden Library Series. 
ra GARDEN-LIFE Soluble PLAN D. Use it for : ; 


PLANT FOOD Everything That Grows! Wendertah” for transplants, | With the Treasury of American Garden- 











garden plants, houseplants, etc. | ing, by the editors of FLOWER GROWER, 


just recently off the press, we can’t help 
If unavailable at your dealer order direct from feeling that we are a part of the exciting 


SCIENCE PRODUCTS COMPANY, ime. 1210. sra'sicer J | hubdbub that is stirring these days in the 


(No Stamps, No C.0.D.’s . . . Please!) Chicago 37, Ilinois garden-book publishing world. 
—PrEGGy J. PETERMANN 
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What every 
ROSE GARDENER 


should know 


Grand'mere Jenny 

HT. Rose Pl. Pat. 1148 

The New Star Rose 
for 1955 


When you order rose plants, remember quality 
pays the greatest return on your investment. There’s 
a 58-year tradition of highest quality behind Star 
Roses. Every Star Rose introduction is the result 
of careful selection, years of patient development 
and testing by leading rosarians. Star Roses, pick 
of the world’s finest varieties, are expertly grown 
in ideal soil and climate... guaranteed to bloom. 


FREE! Yeu Full-Color Catalog 


Shows exciting new Star Rose introductions, latest win- 
ners, plus many old favorites. A complete, reliable guide 
to the world’s best roses and other popular garden 
flowers. Send for your copy today. 


Siar Roses 


THE CONARD-PYLE CoO. 


Our 58th year West Grove 402, Pa. 


1955 


ORDER NOW! 


THREE STAR BEAUTIES 

Grand'mere Jenny. HT. New rose of dawn-like pink and gold. $2.50 ea. 

President Eisenhower. HT. Vivid red rose sensation......... $2.50 ea. 

Peace. HT. All-time Queen of Roses : 

ONE OF EA. ABOVE PATENTED ROSES ONLY $6.60 ppd. (OFFER H) 

OLD FAVORITES 

Four tried and true everblooming roses. Condesa de Sastago, brilliant 

bi-color; Crimson Glory, deep, rich crimson; Mme. Cochet-Cochet, 

radiant salmon pink; Soeur Therese, buttercup yellow. A get-acquainted 

special: ALL FOUR JUST $4.95 ppd. (OFFER D) 

FAMOUS PEACE ROSE, $2.50 ea.; 3 for $6.60 ppd. (OFFER C) 

PRESIDENT EISENHOWER. HT. Brilliant red. $2.50 ea.; 3 for $6.60 ppd. 
(OFFER E) 

BEGINNERS’ SUCCESS OFFER 

3 Star Rose plants, our selection. Reg. $4.50 value. Only $2.85 ppd. 
(OFFER G) 


STAR ROSES 

The Conard-Pyle Co. 
West Grove 402, Pa. mmcteses $...6sssesee 
Please send me: 


OFFERH [ 


Free Star Rose Catalog [_] 
OFFER D JOFFERC |_JOFFERE (_JOFFERG 


— ee —  — 








You'll like Acme All Round | {¢wes? 


Pointers 


by R. MILTON CARLETON 


ARCH—even more than January 
M in the Middle West should 
PUMP GUN be considered the Janus-faced 
creature that looks both ways. I have 
seen this month as mild as May—the 
S Pp RAY. ci BOM Be _ D U ST way it was the first year of World War 
II. 
. . That year many tyro vegetable gar- 
now in 3 handy forms for any Siz@ SardAN | cress planted deans atthe tast of tha 
month and, strangely enough, they won 
out; there was no freezing weather and 
These safe, sure Acme Quality products are the result of 30 years of their crops matured long before those 
experience in the formulation of quality insecticides. They will of experienced gardeners who waited 
effectively control a wide variety of insect pests, blights and fungi, until May. 
such as common chewing insects, worms, aphids, thrips, leaf spot, Again, we may have zero weather 
etc. Now available in three handy forms—spray, dust or bomb—to almost up to the end of the month. 
fill your need, whether you garden an acre plot or a window box. This uncertainty presents a problem for 
Popular with gardeners everywhere. | the gardener. 

Oddly enough, I am always ready to 
plant a crop of snap beans if we have 
warm days early in March, even though 
I am certain that frost will come again 
in April. I treat the seeds with a good 
fungicide to prevent their rotting in 
cold, wet soil. With the soil frozen 

| over the row, following a drop to 25 
| above, I have still made a crop weeks 
ahead of my neighbors. 





Planting Hints 


Peas have never been a satisfactory 
| crop in the Middle West south of Lake 
Michigan due to the fact that the 
springs turn hot too quickly. For the 
past three years, however, the variety 
WANDO, with its amazing resistance to 
heat, has changed the picture. If the 
soil is too soggy to work on St. Patrick’s 
Day—traditional date for pea-seeding 
—you can still get a crop from later 
seeding. 
Speaking of peas, sweet peas no 
longer have to go in on March 17. The 
‘a ible: thin: Mien ath Geel tsi a new Cuthbertson hot-weather varieties 
denn te ton Gibene oo: 4nt. 1 been oy do well if seeded later. Try to make 
few rose bushes and indoor plants bug- that early planting for earlier bloom. 








“| like Acme All Round Dust in the 
handy, ready-to-use pump gun. It's 
quick, and | don’t have to invest in 
any spray equipment.” 





free with a minimum of effort.” 
. 4 6 

cstiatinen Gentian When Spring Is Late 

ACME QUALITY PAINTS, INC. ; 2 
DETROIT 11, MICHIGAN Our problems arise when spring is 

late, wet and cold. If you do not have 


good facilities for starting plants in- 
vey | N S aan Cl D) F S doors, make arrangements.with a local 





pa age | florist for at least part of your needs. 
Fungicides ¢ Herbicides | Half a dozen petunias in a bed will 

AMERICAS BEST SELLING INSECTICIDES | give some early bloom, and seeds can 
: | be sown among them to produce plants 
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MOWERS 
Fusy “handle” 


and EASY on the pocketbook 


_? ( EASY TO “HANDLE” From the moment you 
first place your hands on the Natural Grip 

Handle, you know Eclipse is the mower for you! 
The angle of the handle grip is scientifically 
formed to fit your relaxed, “‘at-rest”’ arm position 
.. eliminate shoulder and back strain. Then, 
when you try the mower, and see for yourself 
how easy it is to move around corners—you'll 
know why more people now than ever before 
are switching to Eclipse! 






































































































































































































































EASY TO START > ly 


You can forget about rope tricks, mussed hair 
and frayed tempers when you have an Eclipse 
mower with the easy-does-it lever starter. Coupled 
with a sure-fire Briggs & Stratton engine, it’s the 
magic wand for quick, easy starting. Just a pull 
of the lever, and you’re ready for easy, care- 
free mowing. 

























































































You'll find these features 
- _ ONLY on Eclipse mowers. 














Write for Folder TODAY! 
=— Send for your free copy of this pocket- ——— 
“—“" size catalog showing the complete line 


of Eclipse power and hand mowers. [? — 
MODEL Lt 16” & 18” 4 


« (3 other hand 
models olso) 








TORNADO 36” 
SICKLE BAR 
” PARKHOUND 


25” ROLLOWAY 
(32” Speedway 
similor) 


20” ROCKET 


17” & 19” DUO-MASTERS 








THE ECLIPSE LAWN MOWER CO. 
DIVISION OF BUFFALO-ECLIPSE CORPORATION 
3505C RAILROAD ST. +¢  PROPHETSTOWN, ILLINOIS 


MARCH 1955 




















NEW WAY 10 KILL 
CRABGRASS 


this spring use CRAG HERBICIDE-1 


Trade-Mark 


TO KILL CRABGRASS SEEDS as they sprout 


eoeeeoeeveeeeeeeeee ee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeneeeeeeee eee eeeeesde 


Crabgrass is an annual weed, 
germinating from seeds left 
from last year’s plants. 


Crac Herbicide-] kills crabgrass 

seeds before this pest gets a 
( chance to grow and ruin the 

appearance of your lawn. 


q It will not discolor your lawn. 


It's easy to use—just spray 
q or sprinkle it on your lawn in 


spring and summer. 


<—S 





eeeveeeveeeeevreeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeese 


KEEP CRABGRASS OUT OF YOUR LAWN THIS YEAR. 
GET A PACKAGE OF CRAG HERBICIDE-1 TODAY. 
onseeecintest-asteimensteninceesinenensssill 


FOR FREE FOLDER... a: aca ccaniaecs | 
“KILL CRAG Agricultural Chemicals 
CRABGRASS SEEDS CARBIDE AND CARBON CHEMICALS COMPANY 
AS THEY SPROUT” ! 30-20 Thomson Avenue 


FILL IN COUPON Long Island City, New York 
OR WRITE T0 > 


| NeW 
DIFFERENT 





Please send me the free folder “Kill Crabgrass Seeds As 
They Sprout” 












Name___ 











O% 
= 


tm Loree home | 





| 
Address__ 
| 
| 
I 
| 
| 





| 
t 
I 
| 
| 
| 
| 
I 
I 
| 
! 
! 
| 
| 
! 
I 
! 
| 
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“CRAG" is a registered trade-mark of Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation. 





tor later bloom. This isn’t a bad idea 
with many annuals! Our long summers 
usually exhaust early plants long be- 
fore frost comes. 


Cool-weather Annuals 


If you failed to seed cool-weather 
annuals last fall, such as Shirley pop- 
pies, annual larkspur, bachelor’s-but- 
tons, annual phlox and others, you can 
sow them right now on muddy beds if 
you avoid tramping the soil. Such 
early seedings will germinate and ive 
you bloom in June and early July, long 
before other seedings can flower. They 
are about as early as transvlants started 
indoors and retuire much less time 2nd 
labor to produce. Don’t denend on them 
much past mid-July. however. Have 
other plant material to move in when 
they begin to run out. 


Other March Items 


Now is the time to set out pansies 
and English daisies from coldframes. 
If the weather is nasty, give them the 
protection of some straw or excelsior 
until they get established. 

If the lawn is not too soggy, seed 
bare spots now. The earlier this can 
be done, the better, for the more time 
you give the seed to get established, the 
better chance you will have to get a 
stand in the spring. Grass needs a feed- 
ing at this time because natural nitro- 
gen in the soil is not usually available 
until later in spring. The application 
of fertilizer gives grass an early start 
and this, in turn, helps grass to over- 
come weeds. (Shrubs, trees and peren- 
nial borders can also stand a feeding 
now.) 

When can winter mulches be re- 
moved? Tell me what the weather is 
going to be and I can answer with 
authority. Unfortunately, we must 
gamble with the weather. Don’t leave 
mulch on so long that shoots are be- 
ginning to show on roses and tender 
shrubs. Remove a little at a time to 
accustom the plants to sun and the 
weather. Tulips and narcissi must be 
uncovered now or their shoots will grow 
through the covering and the mulch 
will be hard to remove later. 

When the temperature can be de- 
pended upon to stay above 40° for 
at least eight hours, apply dormant oil 
sprays. The dormant oil spray for the 
control of lilac scale is particularly im- 
portant now. 

Now is the time to start a new com- 
post pile or turn the old one. Don’t 
forget that the bacteria that rot com- 
post are plants which need the same 
fertilizers your garden plants require. 
Use some of the fertilizer on the com- 
post pile to speed up breakdown of or- 
ganic matter. The plants will get this 
later when the bacteria die.¢ 
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The TINY ROTOTILLER in action as a We 


- 
* 
oe 


Speeds up green- 
house bench work. 


ALL YOU NEED is a little land and very little money. 


You can live in the city, the suburbs, the country. And even with 
a pent-house apartment, if there’s shrubbery and a few flowers 
bordering the terrace, this new ROTOTILLER Electric is for you. 


Here’s What It Will Do For You 


This is a year ’round, rugged, powerful indoor-outdoor tool... 
fun to use. Inexpensive snap-on attachments fit it for one job 
after another. But fast! 


Cuts down trees up 
to 20 inches across. 


It will prepare your beds as never before, working in rich com- 
post and pulverizing the soil to give you that good fertile seed 
bed you have always wanted and growth that will be the envy 
of all your neighbors. 


ROTOTILLER is a perfect power substitute for hand forking 
and hoeing. It will prepare all of a small garden. It will weed, 
cultivate, mow, trim, edge, cut down weeds, hay, even light brush. 


ROTOTILLER will saw trees and logs up to 20 inches thick. 
It will even toss snow ...15 tons, 15 feet an hour. That's power! 


And ROTOTILLER Electric is just as useful indoors as out. 
With special short shaft it’s ideal for greenhouse bench work. 
It sands and polishes floors, quickly converts to a %4 h.p. bench 
grinder that would easily cost you at least $35 by itself. Converts 
to 4% inch power drill for only a fraction of the cost of such a drill. 


Reg US Pot CW 





*Exclusive trademark 
of ROTOTILLER, Inc., 
Troy, New York 


MAKCH 1955 





Converts to Bench 
Grinder worth $35. 


Keeps your floors in 
wonderful shape. 


Becomes handy Power 
Drill (up to 2” diam.). 


Cultivates thru narrow 
rows; around borders. 











=—T 


Picture above shows the Cultivator Easy, snap-on, snap-off connection 
and Digging Tool attaciec’. needs no special tools. 














SEND COUPON TODAY 


Model E Electric is the newest member of this 
distinguished pioneer family made by ROTO- 
TILLER, INC., which first introduced rotary 
tillage to this country 25 years ago. Send coupon 
for FREE, 68 page new, illustrated edition “How 
To Do Wonders With a Little Land.” Tells the 
complete ROTOTILLER story; gives full de- 
tails of all models and much valuable, authorita- 
tive gardening information. It’s as power-packed 
as ROTOTILLER itself. 


Send Coupon Now ... 


hh hh > FREE! 
o 

















§ ROTOTILLER INC., 

¢ Dept. FG-2 Troy, N. Y. 

‘ 

9 Please send me FREE book “How to Do 
/ Wonders With a Little Land,” complete 
g ROTOTILLER information and name of near- 
¢ est dealer. 

, 

, 

: Name - 

s (Please Print) 
§ Address 

, 

6 City. ” ee State — 

















AHLIAS.... 


Grow Dahlias and Chrysan- 
themums for color in your 
fall garden. 

The following Collections are 
all easy to grow varieties, 
free blooming, and fine for 
cutting: 


COLLECTION M 
SIX MINIATURE DAHLIAS 


BoBo—-Striking yellow and red blend 
Chips—Semi-Cactus, yellow suffused red 
the—Dark red with laciniated petals 
Little Lemon Drop— intense lemon yellow 
White Fawn—popular white 


Zest—stunning red and white bicolor HARDY GARDEN CHRYSANTHEMUMS HE SAYING, “MARCH COMES IN 


All are decorative type except Chips. 






West Coast 
Pointers 


by NORVELL GILLESPIE 








—— . 





Ahonen GOLLMOTIO ev lkes gmeent Chie. by DAHLIADEL like a lion and goes out like a 

$3.38 Postpaid, or $3.00 when ordered with BLEND SPOON. Beautiful Mimosa yel- lamb,” must have been meant for 
. a3 low with tubes shaded rose as it devel- gardeners who do most of their plant- 

COLLECTION E pe. Pele Seente. Pine Soe outiins. ing this month. Since California 

SIX BLUE RIBBON DAHLIAS SANE, Pom. Best hardy yellow pompon. weather is unpredictable, it is some- 
Compact with nice stems for cutting. , . . 

Kemp’s Purple Triumph—rich violet purple a% times possible to do a lot of planting 

Mme Chiang Kai Shek—yel., suf. peach and Above varieties ... Plants each 75¢ . ‘ . MEP eg 

mauve ROOTED CUTTINGS 2 of one variety 75¢ during the first two weeks of March. 

Sere See —sright rece, gold shadings Usually, however, it is better to do 

Salem Sunshine—outstanding yellow BESS WITT, Spider. Attractive yellow most of the planting during the last 

—. Meade—striking red and white bi- shaded apricot and rose. two weeks of the month. 


. . : » 8 . Paste auv be 
All large for exhibition and cutting, and CAROL C poon. Pastel mauve tube 


most are Informal Decoratives. Above COL- with purple tips. . . 

LECTION (Value $6.50) ROOTS, $8.00. MMR tebihiindia tidtieee din Regional Planting Notes 
ALL ROOTS labeled and delivered at plant- “ — a 

ing time, per red overcast bronze. 


California and Arizona: Many of the 
seeds that were sown in January and 
February are now large enough plants 
to set out. Those that should be pro- 
tected from frosts by placing under 
hotkaps include: asters, African mari- 
golds, ruffled petunias, cinerarias and 
primroses. Many of the hardier plants 


ITO PINK, Spider. Soft phlox pink. 
LEE POWELL, Decorative. Large fluffy 
blooms of Empire yellow. Prolific. 
PUMPKIN SPOON, Marigold orange. 
Showy. 

SILVER PLATE, Decorative. One of the 
best whites for cutting. Prolific. 


SUNNYSLOPE SPLENDOR, Spider. Most 








pleasing white when fully open. | will not be harmed unless the frosts 
Above 8 Pot Plants $@¢ each or 2 rooted | are unusually severe. These hardier 
cuttings of one variety for 5O¢. plants include: French marigolds, 
COLLECTION CP—1 Pot Plant of each stocks, snapdragons, scabiosa, common 
of the above 10 varieties, including petunias, annual phlox, pentstemon, 
Blend Spoon and Jane, Special Handling, 


Canterbury bells and sweet sultan. 
In the shaded and sheltered areas 
you can now plant cinerarias, mala- 


Oye Le eee ee .. $5.00 
COLLECTION CR—2 Rooted Cuttings of 


each of the above 10 varieties, Special 





Handling, Postpaid ...........$5.00 coides and _ polyanthus = primroses, 
Send 8S¢ extra for Postage, Packing and schizanthus, coleus and fibrous be- 
Special Handling on orders under $8.00. | gonias. Since these plants are subject 
Our 1955 Catalog offers over 500 of the | to frost damage, their planting date 
DAHLIADEL 1955 INTRODUCTION Newest and Best in Dahlias, including should be guided by the weather. 
SLORIOUS (Hymer-Dahl 86B), SC, Bloom 8 x 4, Bush cultural instructions—and 120 more Dahlia tubers should be separated 
ft. The highest scoring dahlia in the Long Island Varieties of Mums. . . 
Show po — Might, prim se — w with deeply and placed in either moist peatmoss or 
orrates wetals riginated by reste! me Om Dud- ’ . E ie a 
ey's and Faust’s Honor Rolls and Webi s Ae a - Catalog free on request sand. Great care should be taken in 
Root, $15.00; Pot Root, $10.00: Plant, $5.00 ° al b i A 
We have 23 more of what we consider the DAHLIADEL Box 24 cutting and separating the tubers. An 
est of the 1955 INTRODUCTIONS described ve sho > on eac be 
in our Catalog. WwW. W. Maytrott Vineland, N. J. cye Of bud should be on each tuber 


and the slender neck must not be 


—— >) a roken. It i early le he 
LIFETIME PLASTIC MARKERS ; ’ J \¢ - ; a oe . ae dak wie pvibg sag - 


@ Acclaimed by leading hybridizers, nurserymen, and usually mild. 








home growers of Roses, Iris, Chrysanthemums, house | late > ¢ » nerf i a 
plants, shrubs, trees, etc. Ideal for conservatories, | O\ | Watch new lawns carefully and do 
arboretums and botanical gardens. Made of durable, \ get Somes not allow them to dry out on the sur- 
heavy gauge, molded white plastic. Guaranteed to Vf | { Face av be ne essary sprinkle 
pee age all kinds of weather. Write on them with | —<—<——cuo | face. It may e necessary to sprinkle 
pencil, will not come off. Yet can be cleaned and 4 > oY te ‘ 7 1 times < 
re-used (a Wietle scouring powder ea © Game clom) : them as often as four or five times a 
=, day. A light mulch of granulated peat- 
SAMPLE ASSORTMENT . on e . 

55 5 MARKERS INCLUDES 10 EACH oF | . | moss will help prevent drying out. 
A. 4'2-in. vertical pot stake 100 For $1.25 r —— ==> n Pacific Northwest: It is generally agreed 
8. 2 x 5-in. horizontal pot stake. ..100 For 2.50 that those perennials which bloom be- 
C. 6-in. vertical pot stake 100 For 2.00 f - 1 should be divided and trans 
*D. 2-in. horizontal tie-on ¢ 100 F 165 4.2% x 8-in. tee stake 100 For $5.00 | fore July 1 should be divided and trans- 

a es a or 16 J. 3 x 12-in, tee stake 100 For 9.00 : 7 : 
E. 3-in. horizontal tie-on tag 100 For 2.00 LL. 18-in. galvanized stake for D planted in the fall and those which 
F. '2 x 2-in. notched tie-on tag 100 For 1.25 qnd E. . sna’ Pont, Fer 7-00 | bloom after July 1 should be divided 
No €.0.0."s "please and transplanted in the spring. How- 


Write for other quantity prices—*D tags available in red, yellow, blue, green or white 


eT YoMoll la ay Vas Dept. 2A, 10342 Lanark ever, it is possible to plant perennials 
Detroit 24, Mich. | Phone TUxedo 2-8013 | NOW, although you may sacrifice some 





MARKERS AVAILABLE IN CANADA FROM C. A. CRUICKSHANK, TORONTO 12, onT. | Of the bloom of the spring-flowering 
2 2 FLOWER GROWER 
















WHICH ONE OF THESE 


SPECIAL 








mh Ned « REATTACHABLE COUPUNeS 
All PLASTIC 
Saree me war 


2), LIGHTER 
3 voseee 





“Supplex is so light and easy to carry that “It's different. It's reinforced. This Supplex “With Supplex I turn off the water at the 
even my little Karen can handle it,” says is rugged. It'll last for years,” says Mr. nozzle and leave it for days, even in hot sun,” 
Mrs. Richard P. Lewis, Jr., of Dedham, Mass Albert E. Scherm, Jr., of Larchmont, N. Y says Mrs. A. H. Grose of Miami, Florida. 


- 





“Wonderful couplings! I accidentally damaged “It gives me all the water the pipeline has “Real quality is economy. 3-ply, tire-cord 
my Supplex, but I repaired it--i minutes,” so I get full benefit from my sprinklers,”’ reinforced hose at the price of this is a buy,” 
says Mr. Frank E. Chelgren of Inglewood, Cal says Mr H. B. Birdsong of Kansas City, Kan. says Mr. K. V. Ives of Birmingham, Ala. 


Remember — sUPPLEX garden hose is tire-cord reinforced. You 
can leave it under full water pressure, even in the hot sun without 
danger of bursting. Have a look at suPPLEX at your dealer's today. 
When you see it you'll know it is the quality hose you want. 










25 ft. $3.95 75 ft, $9.50 



















For EXTRA RUGGED USE 


Another great value—suppLex “Standard” Hose. GARDEN 

4-Ply, tire-cord reinforced, with two protective HOSE 

jackets. With storage reel, 50 feet, $8.95. : 

Also supPLEX “Heavy Duty” Hose. Like “Standard” Z ie ee SPRINKLERS and SOAKERS 
but larger bore. With storage reel, 50 feet, $10.95. ‘ ; 


| hose supplied in 25, 50 and 75 ft. lengths. , a. s+ NL a Geena 








Zz What do you know 


about gardening 4 
—and soils 


Try your green thumb on these questions—and 


VACUUMS receive a reward! Answers on opposite page. 


] The soil in which your plants either grow lustily and bloom 
e profusely—or fail miserably—is composed of an almost infini- 
tesimal number of related and interdependent parts. It is an amaz- 
ingly complex picture. In assuring you of a good garden or lawn, 
certain classes or groups of these components are more important 
than others. Air and moisture not considered, check below the TWO 
you believe most important: 


] Humus [_] Chemical nutrients (] Clay and minerals 
[] Colloids (_] Dynamic agencies [_] Sticks and stones 
? Disease will attack the weak, undernourished plant first. 
® [_] True [_] False 
3 Bugs prefer to bite plants grown in chemically fed soil. 
) [] True [] False 
4 “Dynamic,” says the dictionary, means, “Pertaining to strength 
'e@ OF power . . . causing energy, motion, action or change .. . a 
motive force.” What, then, are the dynamic agencies of the soil? 
(_] Bacteria and algae [] Yeasts and molds [_] Enzymes and aminos 
(_] Trace minerals [_] Biotic substances [] Hormones and vitamins 
[_] Nitrogen, phosphorus, potash {_] Magnesium, sulfur, calcium 








Organic matter and humus 
5. are largely the same thing 
—one being part of the other. 


[] True [] False 


Grandpa says (and sensi- 

e ble scientists now agree) 

that fruit, vegetables, eggs and 
meat haven’t the flavor they 
had when he was a boy, and 
aren‘t nearly as healthful. 
Why? 

Check one or more: 

[] Widespread over-use of 
chemical fertilizers, insecti- 
cides and fungicides 

[-] Low level of soil organic 
matter, and increase in 
“hurry-up” methods of farm- 
ing and gardening 

[] Extreme “refinements” in 
food processing and increas- 
ingly broader use of syn- 
thetie feeds and remedies 


Dynamic agencies are very 
7 e important when you are 
using chemical fertilizers be- 
cause they... 
[_] Tend to make chemical fer- 
tilizers safer 
[_] Conserve and extend them 
[_] Make them correctly avail- 
able to plants 





* The cheapest way to build 
e up humus and dynamic 
soil agencies is to make and 
apply compost. 
[] Yes [] No 
9 Sawdust, corncobs, cot- 
e ton burs—even soot and 
coal dust—in addition to gar- 
bage, leaves, etc., may be suc- 
cessfully composted into rich 
topsoil. 
C] Right [1] Wrong 
] 0 To make compost, you 
e have to pile up materials 
—and it’s hard work. 
[] True [} False 
You can buy, a? any good 
Il. garden supply counter, a 
packaged composition of dy- 
namic soil agencies ready to 
use in energizing fertilizers, 
soils and mulches. 
The name of the product is. . . 
(_] HormeX [) GrainO 
[] MANNA _ [] ActivO 
[] Atlas Fish Emulsion 
_] Plant Magic 


A bacterial-enzyme acti- 
12. vator for compost cannot 
also be used for energizing 
soils, mulches, and fertilizers. 
[] True [] False 








| ones. Try planting these perennials 


now: anemone, arabis, leopards-bane, 
coral-bell, campanula, columbine, di- 
anthus, bleeding-heart, perennial for- 


| get-me-not, Iceland poppy,  globe- 


flower, painted daisy, geum, pul- 
monaria and primrose. 

In setting out a perennial border, re- 
member that plants in groups of three 
or more are more effective than single 
plants scattered about here and there. 


| Only large massive plants such as day- 


lilies should be planted singly. 
In most sections of the Northwest, 
March and April are considered to be 


| the best gladiolus planting months to 


assure quality blooms. Although gladio- 
lus can be planted from March through 


| mid-May for a succession of bloom, 
you'll have less trouble with thrips if 
| you plant early. 


Vegetables to Plant Now 


These vegetables can be set out in 
March: artichoke, rhubarb divisions, 
asparagus roots, onion sets and trans- 
plants of cabbage and cauliflower. Peas 
can be sown in deeply worked, rich 
soil. Also sow Swiss chard, beets, let- 
tuce, radishes, broad Windsor beans, 
carrots and onion seed. 

Remember to dust the seeds and the 
trenches in which seeds are to be 
planted with a _ lindane-methoxychlor 
material to foil wireworms and other 
soil pests. 


For Indoor Beauty 


Cut plenty of branches of flowering 
trees and shrubs for arrangements in 
the house. Cutting them when in bloom 
prunes the specimens at the best possi- 
ble time. Flowering peaches, in par- 
ticular, benefit from severe cutting 
back. 


Gladiolus Culture Tips 


Remember that the largest corm is 
not always the best. Turn the corm 
over and look at its underside. The 
larger the scar, the older and more 
devitalized the corm is; so pick oniy 
the medium-sized ones. They will give 
good bloom, more bulblets and will 
cost less than the jumbo-sized ones. 

Arrange your planting so that you 
can irrigate the rows easily throughout 


| the season. In many parts of the West 


supplementary watering is necessary. 


| A sunny location and sandy loam are 


the other requirements. 

Dig furrows 5 or 6 inches deep and 
as wide as your hoe. Dust the corms 
with a lindane or DDT dust to kill 
soil pests. This material will also kill 
thrip eggs. The easiest way to dust the 
corms is to place them in a paper sack 
containing a teaspoonful or so of the 
insecticide. Then shake the sack well 
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so the dust covers the corms thoroughly. 
When planting the corms, set the 
smaller ones more shallow than the 
larger ones. In a light soil plant the 
larger corms 5 to 6 inches deep; but in 
heavy soils set them only 4 to 5 inches 
deep. After planting, water them 
thoroughly. Then stand back and 
await the results. Remember that 
gladioli like water, so don’t neglect this. 
You néed not be concerned with 
fertilizing until the plants start to show 
bloom. Then start fertilizing with a 
good complete fertilizer or one of the 
new dry fish fertilizers which are not 
too high in nitrogen. An overdose of 
nitrogen produces weak, sappy growth. 
When the plants are 9 inches high start 
weekly applications of an all-purpose 
insecticide to control thrips. 


Delphinium Care 


Delphinium will bloom several times 
in a season if you cut off the central 
flower spike before it goes to seed. The 
side branches will bloom also, and they, 
too, should be cut back. Another crop 
of blooms will follow. If you see any 
signs of mildew on the foliage, apply 
an all-purpose fungicide. 


Care of New Lawns 


When a new lawn comes up un- 
evenly, with thick grass in some spots 
and bare places in others, there are sev- 
eral likely causes. The seed may have 
been sown unevenly, the ground may be 
uneven, rain or the sprinkler may have 
washed the seed into bunches, or the 
seed may have been covered more 
deeply in some spots than in others. If 
this last is the cause, eventually you 
will probably have an even stand of 
grass. In any case, wait until the grass 
is tall enough to cut, then reseed the 
bare spots, and firm the surface with a 
roller. 


Provide for Good Drainage 


If you have any flower beds that tend 
to be soggy and poorly-drained, work 
sand in and mulch with a 2- or 3-inch 
layer of well-rotted cow manure. Use 
a yard of sand for each 150 square feet. 
To assure a loose and porous soil for 
a long time to come, also work in a 
chemical soil conditioner. 


Superstitions 


Don’t let anyone put the “hex” on 
you—plant angelica in your garden 
and for extra safety carry a piece with 
you. At least that was the old super- 
stition prevalent when hexing went on 
at a greater rate in this old world than 
it does at present. Angelica was said 
to protect against evil spirits as well 
as witchcraft.© 
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ANSWERS TO GARDEN QUIZ— Opposite Page 


Don’t crib. Answer the questions first. 


1. All are important except the sticks and stones; but if you checked dynamic agencies 
and humus, you're probably a wise gardener . . . for, without these, the other components 
are of little value. Without humus, which is vital for many other reasons, even air and 
moisture are not held in the soil; and scores of reactions, necessary to make plants 
prosper, cannot take place. 


2. Trve in most cases—and logical. The road to healthier plants and fewer diseases 
is paved with humus and minerals. 


3. Possibly true, particularly if soil is low in humus, minerals, and biotic substances; 
but conclusive evidence is lacking. However, use chemical fertilizer sparingly until you 
get your soil built up organically. 





Tas weit Mo i are the LIFE of 
your soil; and with their offspring—hormones, vitamins, enzymes, amino acids, and biotic 
substances—the grouping is referred to as the “dynamic agencies.” (Five checks on that 
question gave you 100%.) Without these agencies your soil will not grow even a weed! 
Trace minerals, nitrogen, phosphate, potash, calcium and other nutrient elements are 
necessary and important, of course, but are almost useless without the dynamic agencies. 
And likewise the dynamic agencies are seldom existent without soil organic matter. 
Nature is complex, but Nature also is complete . . . and always seeks a balance. 


5. True. Humus is the “digested” or 


soil is low both in humus and dynamic 
refined organic matter. 


agencies. 


6. Partly right on any one. If you 
checked all three, go to the head of the 
class. But one crime breeds another, for 
along with the disappearance of cheap 
and abundant manures of grandpappy’s 
day came the necessity of “‘mass-produc- 
tion” growing and too much dependence 
upon chemicals, “mining” of soils in 
heavy cropping, and a low level of 
organic matter. Moreover, minerals (of 
which many soils are now deficient) are 
as important to flavor of all produce as 
the dynamic agencies are to health—the 
soil’s and yours. Likewise, your flowers 
will not bloom luxuriously—may never 
bloom at alli—without the right combina- 
tion of minerals, dynamic agencies and 
humus in the soil. Read again the answer 
to question 4. 


 P Right if you checked any one; right 
on all three. 


8. Cheapest; but not the only way. 
You can buy commercial compost, humus, 
manures, and organic fertilizers. But give 
some thought to either doing it yourself 
or buying, for chances are that YOUR 





9. Right — by an easy, but special, 
method embracing a bacterial-enzyme 
activator. 


10. Very false! There are new easy 
methods. 


Il. ActivO—a living composition of 
beneficial bacteria and other micro- 
organisms, enzymes, hormones, vitamins, 
and other biotic substances. This ener- 
gizer comes in packages from $1 to 
$29.95. 


12. False. It CAN . . . if the product 
is ActivO—for the dynamic agencies that 
turn the raw organic matter of a compost 
into humus are the same critters and 
offspring that, in the soil, add life and 
condition, make nutrients available to 
plants yet conserve what the plonts don’t 
immediately need, control disease, and 
slowly “weather” minerals and clay into 
plant nutrients. In other words, this prod- 
uct is a vital part of Nature herself, 
amplified and concentrated into a con- 
venient package for your use and profit. 





You'll no doubt want to try ActivO 
See your dealer. And if you'll write me, Watson L. Benson, at P. O. Box 623, Chicago 90, 
Hlinois. I'll send you, free, a new publication, “How To Turn Waste into Gold,” plus 
information on soil conditioning, easy-way composting, and a soil-building guide . . . plus 
a trial package of a sure-shot organic fertilizer. All free; no obligation. Again the address— 


P. O. BOX 623, CHICAGO 90, ILL. 


(Author’s Note: The manufacturer cautions you to be wary of offered imitations and 
substitutes. There is no substitute for ActivO—mnothing at all ‘’just fike it.’’) 
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\ AN’T HARM 
PLANTS 


Flowers and 
} Vegetables 


- 3 WEEKS 
EARLIER! 


Give your favorite flowers and vegeta- 
bles an earlier SAFE start! HOTKAPS 
provide individual HOTHOUSES for 
seedlings and young plants, give posi- 
tive protection against frost, storms, 
sun, insects. 


Hotkaps 


BIG GARDEN PKG. of 25 only 95c-Setter Free 


ATTENTION COMMERCIAL GROWERS! 
Larger Pkgs. of 100, 250, 1000 


- , 


Strong, dark green “‘in- 
visible’ tapes with wire 

\ reinforcing — protect 
stems, speedily and 
permanently support 
annuals, perennials, 
vines, shrubs, and veg- 
etables. 


TWIST-EMS" 


Box.of 200, Box of 100, 
4-inch size, 25¢ 8-inch size, 25¢ 
B f 100, Pkg. of 50, 
16-inch size, DOC 8-inch size, L5¢ 


Pkg. of 35, 250 ft. contin- 
8-inch size, 10¢ uous roll, $1 
. ~Ye a 











Ideal support for 
SWEET PEAS, 
GARDEN PEAS, 
x POLE BEANS, CU- 
CUMBERS, TO- 
MATOES. Hung in 
5 minutes. Doesn't 
rot like string, nor 
burn tendrils like 


TRAIN-ETTS: 
“Trinck, ODS “Secinch, SO’ Syorinen, 9125 


ADE Birds 
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Amazing protection for newly 
planted seeds, berries, tender 
seedlings, fruit trees, etc. Made 
of shining aluminum, FLYING 
DISKS spin and whirl madly 
in all directions—give blinding 
reflections and weird jingling, 
crackling sounds —to scare 
birds and animals away. Easily 
strung across area to be pro- 
tected —or from branches of 
fruit trees and vines. 


10 FLYING DISKS with complete instrections, only 20° 


LVING DISK 


BUY by Mail from your 


*t.m. REG. DEALER or AT HIS STORE 











March Pointers 


by P. J. McKENNA 


HE BLUSTERY WINDS and fluctuat- 

ing temperatures of March can do 

damage. There is a_ tendency, 
when the weather is fine, to uncover 
plants protected all winter. This could 
lead to disaster. Tender growth sud- 
denly exposed to frosty winds will 
shrivel. If there is heavy covering, re- 
move only a part of it. allowing the 
new growth to become inured to full 
exposure gradually. This applies to 
perennials, bulbs and similar plants. 
In the more favored sections of the 
Northern area, some covering can be 
removed from roses preparatory to 
pruning. 


Broad-leaved Evergreens 


This is the season when the broad- 
leaved evergreens suffer most from con- 
stant winds. Keep a mulch over the 
roots and, if the necessity arises, sup- 
ply water. The greatest danger is to 
those plants with roots in a frozen 
soil. The roots cannot supply moisture 
fast enough to replace that pulled out 
by the winds. Burning and shriveling cf 
the foilage results. In extremely ex- 
posed sites, use a windbreak for a 
week or two. 


Spring Soil Improvements 


When frost has left the ground, you 
may begin digging and preparing the 
soil, provided the soil is not wet. Noth- 
ing is gained and much can be lost 
by working a wet soil, especially if 
there is much clay in it. Consistent with 
this, the earlier the soil can be dug 
the better. Adding organic matter is 
a must in all spring preparation. Com- 
post and manure should be well de- 
cayed. If manure is fresh, see that 
it is well mixed with the soil and then 
delay planting or seeding for at least 
two weeks. Add 4 pounds of super- 
phosphate per 100 square feet. Chicken 
manure is balanced with | pound of 
superphosphate to every 10 pounds of 
manure. 

If these materials are not available, 
the next best organic material is a 
mixture of half peatmoss and commer- 
cial humus. To every bushel of this 
mixture add 3 pounds of superphos- 
phate, 3 pounds of dried cattle manure 
and 1 pound agricultural lime. Two 


bushels will 
area. 


cover a_ 100-square-foot 


Seed and Planting 


If conditions permit the preparation 
of the soil, they are also right for 
sowing early seeds and setting out hardy 
plants. Seeds of the hardier vege- 
tables, such as radishes, carrots, beets, 
spinach and onions, can be sown in 
drills 12 to 15 inches apart and covered 
with % inch of fine soil. Smooth-type 
peas, another early crop, need ex- 
cellent soil, fertilizer and care. 
Wrinkled kinds are sown later. Drills, 
or rows, are spaced 3 feet apart. The 
seeds are covered with an inch of soil. 
Hardy annuals, such as sweet peas, 
larkspur, Shirley poppies, cornflower, 
and calliopsis, are sown at this time 
also, and perennials, roses, shrubs and 
all fruits may be planted. 


Pruning 


Many letters have arrived asking for 
information on pruning blueberries. 
Plants set out during the war years have 
become large and, if crowded together 
or growing among shrubs, cannot be 
expected to give results. The berries 
are produced on small twigs of the pre- 
vious year’s growth that are scattered 
over the upper part of the stems. If 
there is an over production of these 
twigs, they must be thinned by cutting 
out part of the stems at the top. It 
may be advisable to remove a few older 
branches to the ground to stimulate 
young stems for better fruit, and, if 
the bushes are leggy and without fruit- 
ing twigs, it will be necessary to cut 
several main branches back two-thirds 
their length to force new twigs for 
fruiting next year. 

Blueberries need a very acid soil, 
much more acid than for rhododen- 
drons. Soil that is neutral or slightly 
acid can be made more acid by mixing 
quantities of acid peat or leafmold with 
the soil. Sawdust is useful for covering 
the soil with a mulch that maintains an 
acid condition. Two- or three-year-old 
plants, though more expensive, are best 
for home planting. 

The clematis gives trouble to home 
gardeners in the matter of pruning. 
The fall-flowering clematis paniculata 
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is pruned now by cutting the stems low, 
depending upon the location and the 
size of the structure it covers. It is a 
vigorous grower and hard cutting pro- 
duces the best flowers. The spring- 
flowering types such as C. montana and 
C. rubens, on the other hand, are not 
pruned until after flowering in June. 
There are many summer-flowering va- 
rieties, such as the most prevalent C. 
Jackmani and some of its hybrids, 
that are pruned in spring as they flower 
about July. Some, however, need very 
little pruning beyond the removal of 
weak or injured growth. C. Henryi is 
one of these, as are DUCHESS OF AL- 
BANY, and RAMONA. 

The trumpet vine is pruned quite 
hard in spring, but the pruning of wis- 
teria is confined to the cutting of the 
spurs that have the flowers. Unless the 
plants have been subjected to summer 
pruning, or you are experienced enough 
to recognize the plump buds on the 
twigs, better leave them alone. 


a y 9 ° 7 
The Coldframe e ° 
Coldframe management in March in- “§ . Mnis leg : 


volves proper ventilation and watering. 

The interior of the frame heats up | " HERE ARE THE NEWEST THINGS IN IRIS 
rapidly on a sunny day and could result sh From DAVE HALL — A new tawny Rose, © huge Blue, an tvory White 
in damage to seedlings. The sash with Yellow reverse, a new deep Raspberry! 

should be lifted slightly on the side | "™% ‘From DR. KLEINSORGE — A giant improved prospector, a Violet- 
away from the wind as soon as the | oe of Pretty Gratiean, and 0 wheeping big 
temperature rises towards 70°. Water- ' dy ted wo tan ct dat eden on an 
ing, when needed, is also done on a ris- | BE § 5 Hybridizers, far and near. You'll want to see them in color 
ing temperature and by means of a | | -- ei om Ops en gre 


mist-like spray. The sash is lowered in | 4 y ; % SEND 25c FOR AMERICA’S 
the afternoon while the sun is still | & Ji, i e FINEST IRIS BOOK 
| . 





warm in order to trap heat. Then, by 52 pages, loaded with large colored pictures. Almost 100 
natural color kodachrome illustrations, money-saving 


covering with hay, sacking or regular collections, lists and describes over 300 modern varie 
coldframe mats, the heat is retained | | “pan © 2 GME oop aoe aoe 


throughout the night. see and own one of these beaytiful books 


Actually @ collector's item — it cannot be 


The best soil for a coldframe is a Pe, be cedected tom yourtant ess nese, 
mixture of 34 garden loam and the re- a. CCC. 
mainder of peatmoss and sand or 
screened compost. A 6-inch depth is 
needed for seeds and young transplants. 

Another method is to have the bottom 

of the frame covered with ashes or 

sand. The seeds are then sown in flats 5 i aS 5 
or pots which are set on the sand or | i Ae 
ash base. See last month’s pointers for | jj he eS a» 
the types of seedlings to grow in a *- ? 


frame. 
Coole f ‘ Box F, Silverton, Oregon 


( Enclosed is my 25¢ for which please send me America’s finest Iris catalog 
listing 300 modern varieties. The 25c is deductible from my first order. 


+ a <a ‘ 
“ % ‘1. 
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Lawns te 


The earlier the lawn can be put in | > 
shape, the better. It may be too early | | 
to run a roller over it because of the | | 
excess moisture and danger of later 
packing. If the grass is thin and extra 
seeding is indicated, seed as soon as 
possible. Seeds germinate best in the 
cool season, and the grass gets a chance 
to become established before summer. 
In March most lawns need a good sur- 
face dressing with a well-balanced fer- 
tilizer. 


- 


Name. 
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Imported DUTCH 
AMARYLLIS 


GUARANTEED TO BLOOM THE FIRST YEAR! 
A selection of the finest strains in Holland 


NEVER BEFORE AVAILABLE 
AT SUCH LOW PRICES! 


There is no secret to these low prices! Where some importers 
bring in a few dozen, or a few hundred, we actually purchased 
10,000 bulbs from four of Holland’s best growers. Such purchas- 
ing power not only brings the price down, but greatly reduces 
the cost of importing. All of these savings we pass on to you. 


SELECTED GIANT-FLOWERED 
NAMED VARIETIES 


Selected strains noted for size and shape, as well as height of bloom and free- 

flowering qualities. Most varieties will produce two stems, each bearing up to 4 

flowers. The blooms are mammoth — up to 12 inches in diameter — opening 

to a round, symmetrical, outward-facing flower that defies description. Available 

in the following named varieties; guaranteed true to name and color. 
DAZZLER. Brilliant orange-red. RED ROVER. Brilliant red. Large. . 
FIRE KING. Bright, clear red. SALMON QUEEN. Fine salmon-orange. Giant-Flowered 
L’INNOCENCE., Pure white. SCARLET ADMIRAL. Glossy scarlet. DUTCH AMARYLLIS 
ORANGE KING. Clear bright orange. STRIPED BEAUTY. Peppermint stripes ‘ of h Sety listed 
PINK PERFECTION. Carmine-pink. of red and white. Large flower. (1 of each variety listed) 


Guaranteed Genuine Imported Dutch Bulbs — perfectly dormant — will bloom e 
in garden or indoors yet this Spring. Attach list of varieties desired. for only 
r $3.50 each, 4 for $12.50 


@ HAEMANTHUS 


The South African “Blood Lilies” 
are very rare members of the Amaryllis 
family and are true aristocrats of the 
bulb kingdom. Easy to grow, they bear 
hundreds of flowers on a thick stalk. 
Florets open successively over a long 
period, and the flower head is the size 
of a softball. Colors run from salmon- 
red to deep blood-red. A proud posses- 
sion. Regular $5.00 to $10.00 values, 
$3.00 each, 2 for $5.00. 





GLOXINIAS 


The “all-time” favorite pot plant! 
fF Our mammoth tubers will amaze you 
» with their size, and in no other tuber 
— is size more important if you want 
| lush foliage and a mass of blooms. Size 

may vary with varieties, but most 
fF tubers are 2!/, to 3 in. in diameter. 

BLANCHE DE MERU. Rose, white 

throat. 

EMPEROR FREDERICK. Red 

bordered white. 


CLIVIA MINIATA | AMARYLLIS EMPEROR WILLIAM. Purple 


bordered white. 
(Imported from Belgium) FORMOSISSIMA ETOILE DE FEU. Bright red. 
Interesting, easy-to-lower member of (Sprekelia or Aztec Lily) ceaarer bo — white. 
the Amaryllis family. The evergreen foli- A a f lled b ’ - Deep blue-violet. 
age in itself is most attractive, making a liaeclis, deme mney pee Here —— ELIZABETH. Blue, white 
fine house plant. The flowers are borne flowe tall slend t . Cau throat. 
in gigantic umbels, bright orange-red in ie of <a p Rarrgpenendig analives tae QUEEN WILHELMINA. Dark rose. 
color, and lasting over a long period. corsages. Top-quality bulbs only 79c ROI DES ROUGES. Deep scarlet. 
Large plants, $3.00 each, 2 for $5.00. each, 2 for $1.50. TIGERINA. Spotted hybrids in 
shades of purple, blue, red, pink. 


GROWERS EX eee 
CHANGE, inc. 59c each, 6 for $3.00 (Attach list 
of varieties desired.) 


FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN All 11 (1 of each) for only $5.00. 
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TREE PEONIES 


(Paeonia Moutan) Truly the “King of Flowers”, both in size 
and stately beauty. A Tree Peony in full bloom is a breath-tak- 
ing sight, one that dwarfs by comparison most others flowers. 
Regal in bearing —up to 6 feet tall when mature — and 
loaded with hundreds of blooms. Nothing can compare with 
this venerable monarch of the plant kingdom. 

Venerable — because the Tree Peony flourished in the moun- 
tains of Tibet and China 1000 years ago. Introduced into 
Europe only 150 years ago, its development and propagation 
has been slow and expensive, placing them beyond the means 
of most. One still sees roots offered at $7.50 to $20.00 each. 

Three years ago we contacted the largest producer of Tree 
Peonies, and arranged to take his entire crop. This year the 
quantity is sufficient to offer them at a price never before 
dreamed possible. The colors available are Pink, White, Red, 
and Purple. Large Size $3.00 each, 4 for $9.50 (Save $2.50). 





=~ 
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GLORIOSA 
ROTHSCHILDIANA 


Exotic “Climbing Spider Lily.” Sensa- 
tion of flower shows everywhere, and 
widely used by florists. The blooms are 
gracefully reflexed, deep red with golden 
yellow edge. Discovered in South Africa, 
and named in honor of the Rothschilds, 
Gloriosa is very easy to grow and flower, 
and the unusual cigar-shaped tuber, as 
well as the fascinating blooms, will create 
more interest than anything else in your 
garden. King-size, top quality tubers, 
$1.50 each, 4 fur $5.00. 


GROWERS EXCHANGE, Inc., Box 24000, Farmington, Michigan 


Enclosed is $ stock marked below. Please add 
25c for postage and handling on orders under $5.00. Sorry no COD’s. 


TREE PEONTES DUTCH AMARYLLIS 
} $3.00 each ) 4 for $9.50 O 83.50 “h ] 4 for $12.50 
j Pink ( White © Red () Purple Oe ON AN bce oo 0 | 
“FIRE KING” LILY BULBS ] All 9 (one of each) for $19.50 
) $1.00 each C) 6 for $5.00 


“FIRE KING” LILY 


Perhaps the most popular, and unques- 
tionably the most colorful and spectacular 
of the European introductions. Flowers 
are: recurved, intense vermilion-scarlet 
with purple-brown spots. Bears massive 
flower heads of 20 to 30 blooms for over 
three weeks during June and July. Grow 
8 to 4 ft. tall on strong erect stems. Order 
now and be the first in your community 
to own this striking new Lily. Top size 
bulbs only $1.00 each, 6 for $5.00. 


CLIVIA MINIATA 
GLORIOSA TUBERS $3.00 each | 2 for $5.00 
CO) $1.50 each C] 4 for $5.00 AMARYLLIS FORMOSISSIMA 
GLOXINIA TUBERS O 79¢ each 0 2 for $1.50 
1.59¢ each 6 for $3.00 
(Attach list of varieties desired) HAEMANTHUS 
C) All 11 (one of each) for $5.00 CO $3.00 each ] 2 for $5.00 
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PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED ... 
INCLUDES COMPLETE 
DESCRIPTIONS OF LILIES AND 
DO-IT-YOURSELF IDEAS 

- WRITE NOW! 


America’s most beautiful water 
garden catalog. Includes com- 
plete information on Tricker’s 
GUARANTEED Water Lilies. 
Also ‘instructions on planting 
and caring for pools. Send for 
FREE copy now to office nearest 
you (15 cents in Canada). 


Wm TRICKER, INC. 


5315 Brookside Avenue, Saddle River, W. 1, 








RARE TREES 


(each postpaid) 
THE DOVE TREE (Davidia) 
White “doves” July 1 1/2 to 2 ft 

$15.90 

THE FRANKLIN TREE (Franklinia) 
White cups August 2 to 3 ft. . 
NEW PROSSER 
FLOWERING DOGWOOD 
(much redder blooms) 2 to 3 ft 
STEWARTIA pentagyna (ovata) 
White cups August 2 to 3 ft. . 
STEWARTIA pseudocamellia 
White cups July 1 to 1 1/4 ft. 


6.60 


7.15 


2.85 


2.50 


Lo 5323 Rainbow Terrace, Independence, Ohio | 





THREE RARITIES TO NURSE IN 
A GARDEN 
(Seedlings, about 12 inches) 
PSEUDOLARIX (Golden-larch) 
PTEROSTYRAX hispida (Epaulette-tree) 
SYMPLOCUS paniculata (Sweet-leaf) 
2 of any one kind 


2 each, 6 plants 
nA 











Complete catalog on request price 
10¢ (25¢ West of Rockies) 


nelse Y 


NURSERY SERVICE 
Dept. F5 Highlands, N. J. 
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Southern 


Ramblings 


by BEN ARTHUR DAVIS 


kept busy this month! Seed of an- 

nuals and vegetables should be 
sown and perennials divided and trans- 
planted. In some areas March is the 
best time for starting a lawn. And, 
also, the batile against insects and 
diseases begins in earnest this month. 


ik SOUTHERN GARDENER is really 


Protect Roses from Black Spot 


In most sections of the South, black 
spot is the greatest single obstacle to 
growing good roses; if you can keep it 
down, there is little else to worry about. 
Now that new growth has started, our 
battle against the disease must be begun 
at once. If you are looking for an 
effective fungicide, try one of the 
newer preparations containing either 
ferbam or captan. These two chemicals 
are highly recommended, not only for 
roses, but for all garden plants in need 
of a good fungicide. 


Last Minute Transplanting 


There is yet time to transplant roses, 
shrubs and small trees, but in the Deep 
South handle these items carefully: 
plant well and water adequately. For late 
plantings, the application of root-pro- 
moting chemicals will help wonderfully 
in overcoming the shock of being 
moved. Watering newly moved plants 
with a weak solution of liquid plant 
food will also help stimulate new root 
growth. 


Fertilizing Shrubs and Trees 


In the South late winter and early 


| spring is definitely the best time to feed 


trees and evergreen and deciduous 
shrubs. If you failed to get this work 
done in February, be sure to go right 
ahead and finish it as soon as practical. 
Plenty of food will go a long way in 
keeping your shrubs and trees in a 
healthy, growing condition, and will 
make them less susceptible to attacks 
by both insects and diseases. 

Azaleas and camellias should be fer- 
tilized just after the main crop of flow- 
ers has faded. At this time the plants 
will be able to utilize the plant food 


for the great spurt of spring growth. 
The specially-prepared fertilizers are 
excellent, or you can make a very satis- 
factory fertilizer for these plants by 
mixing in equal proportions of cotton- 
seed meal and a high-grade garden fer- 
tilizer. 


Care of Dahlia Tubers 


Check your dahlia tubers. If they are 
beginning to sprout it’s time to separate 
and plant them. If the tubers were left 
in the ground for the winter, you'd 
better dig and replant them right away. 
In dividing the clumps hand! carefully 
so as not to break off the new sprouts. 
From tubers planted this month you 
will get good flowers through late svring 
and early summer; for the best fall 
flowers hold the tubers in cool storage 
for June planting. 


Lawn-making in the Mid-South 


While fall is the best season for 
seeding permanent lawns in the Upper 
South, spring is lawn-making time in 
the Mid-South and along the Gulf 
Coast. Planted now during the rainy 
season, they will get off to a good start 
before the dry weather gets here. 
Zoysia and St. Augustine are both good 
grasses for full shade, and both will 
also do well in sun. Centipede is good 
for full sun or medium shade. 


Annuals and Perennials 


Many of the annuals may be planted 
outdoors this month in the area of the 
Gulf Coast and in the Central South. 
Farther north you'll probably want to 
wait until April to plant the tender 
ones. You may also plant gladiolus, 
agapanthus, ornithogalum, — gloriosa, 
crinum, Japanese and Louisiana iris, 
montbretias, tigridia and, of course, 
zephyranthes. 

In the South day-lilies may be planted 
any day in the year, but next to the 
early fall months, late February and 
March is the best time. Planted now 
they take hold immediately and should 
give good bloom the first season. Early- 
flowering varieties may be transplanted 
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Dramatic test of FTE on lawn at Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. Strips treated 
with FTE show thicker growth, darker color. Try this on your own lawn. 


Fertilizer Alone May Not Be Enough! 


FTE Assures Vital Minerals for More Beautiful Lawns and Flowers: 


Where trace element deficiencies exist in the soil, normal fertilizers 
(containing only nitrogen, phosphorus and potash) may not be 
enough. You can be sure that your lawn and garden are supplied 
with the vital trace elements also needed for healthy growth by 
applying FTE (Fritted Trace Elements). FTE supplies 6 important 
elements—iron, manganese, copper, zinc, boron and molybdenum—in 
an exclusive slow-soluble form which lasts all season, does not leach 
out of the soil. Slow-soluble FTE assures a continuing supply of vital 
minerals, resulting in thicker, greener grass that stands up better 
during the hot summer months. 


Now is the time to apply FTE to your lawn. Use it as a top dressing 
for existing lawns. For a new lawn, work FTE into the soil at root 
level. Normal application is about 1 lb. per 400 sq. ft. Heavier con- 
centrations may be used with good results and without danger of 
damage to plants. 


Ask your garden supply dealer for FTE in packages for direct soil 
application, distributed by E. I. duPont de Nemours & Co., Inc. 


If your dealer does not have FTE, we will be glad to supply it. 
Postpaid price: 5 lbs.—$3.50. Send check or money order to Ferro 
Corporation, 4162 East 56th Street, Cleveland 5, Ohio. 
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Something New/ 





FTE is now included in many 
high-quality, complete fertilizers 
and plant foods. Look for “FTE” 


Fritted Trate Elements 
on the bag or label! 
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All plants need trace elements. 
Slow-soluble FTE has been tried 
by thousands, with excellent 
results . . . often in soils not 
known to be deficient in any 
way. 





SEEDBEDS treated with FTE assure 
essential trace elements from the 
beginning. Use 
FTE in flats, mix \ \ 
it into the topsoil AY 

‘ QW G7 
of an entire bed, Re 
or place it around SSS : 
the plants when N 
you set them out. Sy 
ROSES grown in FTE treated soil 
showed fuller growth, improved 
leaf color and 
structure ... more 
beautiful roses. 
Add FTE to the 
soil around your 
rose bushes. 
Apply it as you 
set out new ones. 


TOMATO plants grew larger and 
faster, yielded better following 
soil treatment 
with FTE. Heavy 
application when 
plants were set 
out has resulted 
in increased 
yield, with no 
damage to plants. 


Try FTE on your lawn and garden! 
Write for FREE BROCHURE. 











Black Spot; 2-—Mildew; 

3—Harlequin Bug; 4—Red 

Spider-Mite; 5—Thrip; 6— 

Rose Bud Worm ; 7—-12-Spotted 

Cucumber Beetle, 8—Rose Chafer; 9-—-Aphid; 10—Leaf- 

Cutting Bee; tt—Rose Midge; #2—Rose Scale; 13— 

Tarnished Plant Bug; 14—Leafhopper; 15— Rose Curculio; 
16. -Rose Slug 


Which Rose Will You Grow? 


It no longer is impossible for you to grow 
big beautiful roses ... if you only (1) feed 
your plants, (2) protect them from fungus 
diseases and (3) kill off the injurious in- 
sects! And there’s an exact Tri-Ogen Rose 
“Grow-er” that will make it very easy for 
you to grow Big, Beautiful Roses. 


TRI-OGEN 3-Way ROSE SPRAY 


Incredibly efficient combination of 
insecticides, fungicides and foliar 
stimulants. Wonderful results. 
Finest gardens. $1.50 (10 bush 
season supply) up. 


TRI-OGEN 3-Way DUST “GUN” 


Similar highly effective combination 
in dust form. Complete, refillable, 
easy-to-use gun-type con- 


a_i. @ 4s | 
TRI-OGEN 3-Way ROSE FOOD 


Richly balanced. Quick tonic-like effect 
and long-lasting benefits assure (1) more 
active root systems, (2) sturdier growth, 
(3) more dependable blooms. 89¢ (5- 
Ib bag) and up. 


Now! Tri-Ogen PROTEC. —— 

TION and stimulation for ( 

vegetables and fruits as => 

well as flowers. Contains Malathion and Captan. 
Refillable Gun" $1.25; 3-lb can $2.98. 


TRI-OGEN ROSE and FLOWER 
GARDEN “BOMB” 


New! A combination insecticide-fungi- 
cide push-button spray for both inside 
and outside plants. Long needed! You'll 
love it! $1.69 each. 


TRI-OGEN, “The Secret of Fine Roses,” is avail- 
able at better stores everywhere. Or direct. Book- 
let, “How to Grow More Beautiful Roses” free 
upon request. Send today. Rose Mfg. Co.—‘‘I1st in 
Rose Sprays’’—135-35 Ogen Bldg., Beacon, N. Y. 
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| anthemums are susceptible to several 





even though they are already blooming. 

Many of the perennials may be sepa- 
rated and replanted this month, in- 
cluding the various forms of perennial 
phlox, physostegia, ageratum, daisies 
and any others that have started growth. 


Spray Insects Early 


Insect eggs that have been dormant 
during the winter will be hatching this 
month. The youngsters are much more 
easily killed by insecticides than the 
adults, so try to get them before they 
grow old. They will soon be starting 
families of their own unless they are 
destroyed; one insect killed now will 
save having to kill hundreds later in 
the season. 


Springtime Care of Pools 


The goldfish will be spawning this | 
so you'd better clean your | 


month, 
pools right away before the young fish 


make their appearance. At the time of | 
cleaning the pool, re-pot hardy water- | 
lilies and other aquatics. Tropical lilies | 


should not be planted until the weather 
gets warmer—mid-April is a good time 


in most areas. If planted too early, the | 


tropical species will rot instead of 


starting growth. 


Chrysanthemums in the South 


While chrysanthemums are among 
our oldest flowers, at no period have 
they been especially popular in the 
South. Grown from the days of the 
earliest settlers, the small-flowered types 
called “pinks” were found in every old 
garden. They were taken for granted 
and while everyone grew them no one 
grew enthusiastic about them. Just 
during the last four or five years we 
have come to understand how easily the 
huge “football” types can be grown out- 
doors, and what wonderfully colorful 
gardens can be built around the small- 
flowered kinds. For effective masses 
of color the chrysanthemums closely 
rival the azaleas and the flowers, which 
last two or three times as long as 
azaleas, come at a season when there 
is not much else in bloom. Another 


advantage is that they stand consider- | 


able cold. Last fall the temperature 
fell to 20° and beiow in the Central 
South, but as late 
December one could see great, color- 
ful masses of chrysanthemums, ap- 
parently untouched by the frost. 

It is now time to begin thinking 
about your chrysanthemum crop for 
this year, but do not be in a big hurry 
to get the cuttings out. While many 
people do it, you are taking a great 
risk in trying to grow chrysanthemums 
from divisions of the old clumps. If 
there is any disease present (and chrys- 


that are difficult to control) there is 
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NEW EVERBEARING 
STRAWBERRY SETS 
PRODUCTION RECORD! 


YIELDS 7000 QUARTS PER ACRE 


The tremendous bearing quality of 
Emlong Nurseries new “Brilliant” 
Everbearing Strawberry was proven 
in tests conducted by the Ohio Agri- 
cultural Experiment Station in Woos- 
ter, Ohio. Dr. Wesley P. Judkins 
gave the results of the tests in 2 
report, “Everbearing Strawberries’, 
written for the Experiment Station's 
research pamphlet, “Ohio Farm and 
Home Research.” Dr. Judkins re 
ported, “Brilliant appears to be an 
outstanding new variety. Plants which 
were set out in April produced 
slightly over 7000 quarts per acre be- 
fore frosts in October stopped produc- 
tion.” Production of all other varieties 
tested was much lower than these 
figures. 


RIPE BERRIES IN 6 WEEKS 


Brilliant ‘is the quickest berry 
maker you ever saw! The plants are 
so thrifty and vigorous, that unlike 
other everbearers, the very first blos- 
soms can be left on to bring you 
perfect berries just a few weeks after 
plants are set out. “Brilliant’s” ex- 
ceedingly high berry production is 
possible because it bears heavy crops 
continuously all summer. Unlike most 
everbearers which have heavy crops 
in spring and fall only, “Brilliant” 
produces an abundance of berries 
every week from June until frost. It 
is estimated that 20 “Brilliant” plants 
set in a backyard garden can produce 
an average of a quart of fresh straw- 
berries every week all summer long 
under proper growing conditions. 


BEST FOR HOME GARDENS 


Other outstanding features of the 
new “Brilliant” are its vigorous plant 
growth and its ability to produce 
heavy crops even on poor soil. It is 
especially -good for small gardens be- 
cause of its exceedingly long bearing 
life, and its tendency to reproduce a 
great number of new plants every 
year. “Brilliant” is very bright red in 
color. The berries are large, about 1” 
in diameter, and the flesh is quite firm. 
The meat of the berry is bright red 
and does not have the usual white core 
in the center. 


FINE FOR FREEZING 


Of great interest to home gardeners 
is the adaptability of “Brilliant” to 
freezing. Because of its moderate acid 
content, none of its fine flavor is lost. 
“Brilliant” tastes just as “fresh-picked” 
after freezing as before. 


Write to 


EMLONG’S 
Box 140, Stevensville, Mich. 
for descriptive literature 
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BRILLIANT 


NEW EVERBEARING 
STRAWBERRY 


Brilliant is, without doubt, the most amazing 
Everbearer we have ever seen. Out of tests 
made with several new and many old Ever 
bearing varieties, Brilliant won all records for 
Big Yield and Perfect Berries. Brilliant achieved 

the amazing production record: of 7000 
quarts of berries per acre. It is the only 
everbearer that makes a solid fruiting row 
against all odds of weather, and keeps 
fruiting steadily all summer and fall. 
Brilliant is a 100% perfect pollenizer and 
matures every berry to full size, uniform 
shape and even color. Brilliant berries 
are so bright and appetizing you can 
almost taste them before they reach 
your mouth. The flavor is rich and 
tangy but lacking in the acidity so 
common in everbearers. The flesh is 
of firm texture and solid throughout 
the color is brilliant red clear through. 
A superior berry for every home use 
and a real money-maker for the com 
mercial grower. Get the most from 
your soil this year by planting Brilliant 
this spring. Order your plants now 


SPECIAL OFFER 





10 sualliieg lite $100 


(Limit ——- 2 Offers to a Customer) 


PINK FLOWERING DOGWOOD 


Showy pink blooms appear in early spring 
followed by rich, dark green foliage turning 
to a rich bronze-red in the fall. This variety 
stands out among other ornamentals as being 
one of the most desirable. Grows 8 to 10 
feet tall. 

Each 2 
18-24 in Trees J $3.89 


ROSE BUD GARDENIA 


The thick glossy foliage surrounding the 
creamy white blossoms of the familiar 
Gardenia, make this dwarf shrub a prize addi- 
tion to your terrace or sun room. Grow it in 
pots and enjoy its exotic beauty all year, 
inside or out. Unequalled for its rich perfume. 

Each 


EMLONG NURSERIES, INC. 
Box 139 Stevensville, Michigan 


Please send, postpaid, the plants marked below: 
Brilliant Plants $ Dogwood Trees $ 
Gardenia Plants $ FREE Color Catalog. 


Name aaa Enclosed is $ eonnticinen ORDER DIRECT TODAY 


————— =” EMLONG’S 
City ) Ste ' = ; 
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GRASS 


Made so it 


wont burn 
grass 


when used in 
recommended 


CREEPING 
BENT 








A SINGLE FEEDING 


lasts 
all season ! 


Vigoro isa registered trade-mark of Swift 
& Company. Copyright 1955, Swift & 
Company 


KENTUCKY 
BLUEGRASS 


0 


amounts 
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ALSO AVAILABLE 
IN CANADA 


ato VIGORO 


COMPLETE LAWN FOOD 


There’s absolutely nothing like new Golden _ 


Vigoro! It’s made a new patented* way so 
it won't “burn”... . it’s made specifically 
for grass. ...and made to last far longer! 


You'll find that the clean golden grains of this 
new lawn food open a new era of permanent 
beauty for your lawn! 
Thrifty! Every test proves Golden Vigoro to be 
the longest-lasting complete lawn food you can 
buy. Because it yields its nutrients slowly, just 
one feeding (one to three pounds per 100 sq. 
feet) provides continuous growth 


For everything else 


you grow, use 


Regular VIGORO Plant Food 
or new Instant VIGORO 


. .. helps lawns stay deep green all season. 
Immediate nourishment! Golden Vigoro goes 
to work immediately, nourishing grass even 
when the soil is cold. No waiting to see results. 
Complete! Golden Vigoro contains all the nutri- 
ents needed from soil to develop the -inest, deep- 
rooted grass. It helps any grass to green-up 
sooner and stay green with less watering. 

Get your supply now. Golden Vigoro is now 
available in handy 50-lb. bags at your dealer’s. 
Can be applied without watering in. One feed- 
ing lasts all season. 


*(Pats. No, 2618546, No, 2618547, and others pending) 


Your best buys in gardening supplies— 


The VIGORO family of 
Gardening Aids 


water soluble Plant Food. 











usually evidence of it in the roots. 
When you use divisions of the old 
clumps you carry a bit of the disease 
along and it may plague you all through 
the year. 

Another considerable risk one runs 
in using root divisions is that of termite 
infestation. Dead or decaying roots 
make a congenial home for these de- 
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"Your garden needs 


protection NOW! " 


GROWTH starts in the spring... growth of your flowers, 
shrubs and trees...and growth of the insects and dis- 
eases that attack these valuable plants. Now is the 
time to spray your garden with Black Leaf 40 and 
Black Leaf Lime Sulphur to stop and destroy the 
growth of pests so that your plants can make vigorous, 
healthy, beautiful growth of foliage, bloom and fruit. 


vastating pests. Last fall we lost many 
of our finest plants due to termite- 
infested plants grown from plant divi- 
sions that were given us by friends. No 
plants grown from freshly rooted cut- 
tings were attacked. 

When the new sprouts are up 3 or 4 


inches, clip them off and root in 
sand or sand-peatmoss mixture. They 
will usually root in two or three weeks. 
New growth will sprout from the 
clumps after the first cuttings are taken 
and still more cuttings will be available 
in a few weeks. 

Many growers in the South have dis- 
covered that they have been setting out 
their chrysanthemum cuttings too early 
in the season. The exhibition types 
planted in March, kept well fed and 
watered, may reach a height of 8 or 9 
feet (I saw some that high last fall) 
by the time the flowers open, thus 
making it difficult to give protection 
from frost and other cultural attention. 


Give your garden a chance to make you proud. 


You kill thousands of destructive in- 
sects while they are young, with cool 
weather sprays of Black Leaf 40. Early 
spring sprays of Black Leaf Lime Sul- 
phur are ideal to control many fungus 
diseases of flowers, shrubs, fruit and 
shade trees. Combine these two depend- 
able Black Leaf products and you make 
a spray with wonderful fuming action 
that stops the growth of bugs and blights. 
Start using this two-way spray early! 

Five-ounce bottle of Black Leaf 40 only 
$1.19. Five-ounce bottle of Black Leaf 
Lime Sulphur Spray: 39 cents. 


LOOK FOR THE BLACK LEAF 
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ON THE RED AND WHITE PACKAGE 


Mrisone 


Cuttings set out in late May or early 
June will not grow more than about 
half as high and will give just as good 
fiowers, blooming at approximately the 
same time as when planted in March. 
If you have early-planted exhibition 
types that seem to be growing too tall, 
clip them back in May. The tops may 
be easily rooted for additional plants 
if you need them.® 
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Over 100 glorious Bristol Mums 
—new 1955 originations ... 
ever-popular favorites. 


ON THE BOXWOOD PATH 
WITH JULIA L. DILLON 


e Choice perennials 
@ Flowering shrubs 


HE INTENSE HEAT and ex- . 
@ Novelties 


tended drought of last sum- 
mer were hard on boxwoods. 
However, they were fed with 
bonemeal, given a mulch of 
vermiculite and now do not 
seem to have been damaged at 
all. 

Plant bulbs of Dutch iris now 
and along with them use the 
dainty oxalis for accents here 
and there. 

Phlox drummondi is the best 
ground cover to use over the 
beds of daffodils and other bulbs. 
Soft rose-pink, lavender and light 
blue varieties make fine foils for 
jonquils and daffodils, and serve 
to hide the browning foliage. 
Scillas, snowdrops and the early 
lilies need not have this cover 
planting. 
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yr LAWN QUEEN 


21-in. cutting width 
$153.50 


He's really living... 
he has a 


acolsen 


Because of its long-time per- 
formance record, the Jacobsen 
Lawn Queen is America’s fa- 
vorite 21” power mower. Its 
outstanding performance is no 
accident, for the Lawn Queen 
is built to handle more than 
the ordinary home lawn assign- 
ment. It has proved its dura- 
bility in years of commercial 
use, taking the type of day-in, 
day-out punishment that ordi- 
nary power mowers cannot 
stand. 


, POWER 


PARTNERS 


Jacobsen- built 
“Hi-Torq” engines 
for Jacobsen mowers 
Specifically designed for power mowers, 


Quick starting, positive, fresh lubrication 
and quiet operation. 


Jacobsen Mfg. Company 
Dept. W-3-5 ® Racine, Wisconsin 
35 years of leadership in mechanized lawn care 


Prices start at $64.95 for the electric rotary. See 

the yellow pages of your classified telephone di- 

rectory under “lawn Mowers” for your Jacobsen 

dealer. Ask for a free home demonstration. 

Price includes Federal excise tax where applicable and 
is slightly higher west of the Rockies. 








| for 





Plant for Permanence 


Convexed-leaved holly 


by DONALD WYMAN 


HE CONVEX-LEAVED VARIETY of the 
" Mapanese holly is one of the best 

low evergreens for ornamental 
planting. In fact, over wide areas of 
the northern United States it can be 
considered as the best substitute for 
the less hardy boxwood. The leaves are 
about the size of boxwood leaves but 
slightly curved in convex fashion; 
hence its name. 

This variety, having grown in the 
United States for about thirty-five years, 
is now becoming one of the most 
valued evergreen ornamentals grown. 
An old plant in the Arnold Arboretum 
is Only about 8 feet tall but well over 
15 feet across. It grows in a slightly 
vase-shaped fashion but, like all types 
of the Japanese holly, can be easily 
clipped into any. form desired. 

Because this holly is rather slow 


| growing and amenable to clipping, it is 


excellent for use as a hedge. The price 
small plants at most nurseries 
seems extreme, but since they are slow 
growing and take several years before 
they are saleable plants, they are well 
worth the cost. 

As a specimen plant where it is 
given plenty of room to expand, this 
holly is ideal. Also in the foundation 
planting about the house it always 
works in well with everything for it 
can be kept low or can be allowed to 
grow tall if height is needed. It is al- 
ways green, the dark glossy-green leaves 


giving it a delightful color and texture 
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throughout the entire year, and it is 
valued because it is not susceptible to 
serious diseases or insect troubles. The 
branches are covered with conspicuous 
black berry-like fruits that persist long 
into winter. The spring flowers are not 
showy. Berried branches may be used 
in indoor arrangements. 

All Jlex crenata types are easily 
propagated by cuttings, either taken in 
the late winter and placed in the green- 
house, or taken after the first flush of 
growth in early summer and placed in 
the hotbed which is provided with some 
bottom heat. These cuttings root 
quickly. 

There is a demand for this plant 
wherever it is known, but unfortunately 
not all nurserymen grow it as yet. Con- 
sequently, a little search among the 
nurseries or their catalogs may be 
necessary. The botanical name is /lex 
crenata convexa; some nurseries list 
it as variety bullata. 

It will grow in any good soil but, 
like most hollies, does best in soils that 
are on the acid side. If the soil is 
alkaline and the plant does not grow 
well once started (it - an »v nearly 
a foot a year), the soil should be treated 
to make it acid. ; 

The convex-leaved holly is hardy in 
ull but the coidest parts of the United 
States. it will vrow ell in the South 
but very hot, dry summers limit its 
usefulness. It is an excellent all-round 
evergreen. * 
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and on the West Coast... 


Australian-fuchsia 


by LESTER 


IVE CORREAS are now available in 
P eesite Coast nurseries and of 

these Correa pulchella, Australian 
fuchsia, is the best known and the most 
frequently planted. One of the easiest 
to grow in temperate climates, it is also 
one of the very few late fall- and early- 
winter-flowering evergreen shrubs. It 
blooms profusely during winter and 
spring months, and in foggy regions 
continues into midsummer, tapering off 
as the season advances. 

The average bush is 112 to 3 feet 
tall and may spread to a 6-foot width. 
Young twigs and branches are covered 
with a thin woolly coating of pale pink; 
all growth is foliaged with shiny leathery 
leaves, 2 inches long, which are olive 
green beneath and a brighter green on 
top. The flower is a four-pointed bell 1 
inch or more long. At the base, where it 
emerges from a boxlike green calyx, 
it is a rose red. It is paler toward the 
tip, and the anthers are pale yellow. 
In California it has withstood a tem- 
perature of 20° but if used in the 
Northwest it should be given a well- 
sheltered garden location or should be 
grown as a tub plant. 

At one time this correa was classi- 
fied as C. speciosa, of which it is said 
to be a variety. 

Since Australian fuchsia lacks the 
stiffness of some correas, it has many 
garden uses. It can be trained up a 
trellis to a height of 8 feet or more. 
Used, thus, the branches should be 
thinned out and a few stems kept low 
to give the effect of basal planting and 
to keep the roots cool and shaded. It 
is ideal for tucking into a corner to 
soften severe lines; it can also be 
trained as a ground-cover and will 
eventually root along the stem. Ex- 
tremely versatile, it serves nearly any 
function the gardener has in mind, its 
charm enhancing any place it inhabits. 
Since the bush begins to adapt itself 
to its location when very young, small 
plants should be used. Grow it in light, 
well-drained soil in sun or in the in- 
terior, in light high shade. It revels 
in rich compost or other humus and will 
grow in either acid or alkaline soil. It 
needs plenty of water and, if grown in 
frequently watered heavy soil, must 
have adequate drainage. 

Correas are increased by seeds, which 
are hard to procure; by cuttings, which 
root very easily; and by grafts. Graft- 
ing is the procedure generally followed 
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ROWNTREE 


ROWNTREE | 


in England, with C. alba used as root- | 


stock. In that country, where correas 
are usually greenhouse plants, several 
varieties and hybrids have been raised, 


mostly from C. speciosa. There is still | 


some confusion about correa names. 
Rooted cuttings bloom when they are 
unbelievably small, generally when 8 
inches tall, but the latest species to be 
introduced to California, coral C. 
neglecta, flowers at 2 inches.© 








Seeds to Start Now 
Indoors 


@ Here’s some heartening news for 
the gardener who is anxious to 
garden again but must wait for the 
arrival of spring. There are some 
plants that must be started early. 
For information on how to do this 
successfully, see page 40. 

The vegetables that should be 
started indoors now are cabbage, 
cauliflower, celery, tomatoes, peppers 
and eggplant. 

Many flowers should be started 
now, including asters, snapdragons, 
annual ageratum, celosia, annual 
Canterbury bells, feverfew, Chinese 
pinks, strawflower, statice, lobelia, 
stock, nicotiana, four o’clocks, sal- 
via, petunia (especially the double 
varieties), scabiosa and verbena. 














MALATHION 


CONTROLS 
MORE KINDS 


OF PESTS 


THAN ANY 
OTHER 
GARDEN 
INSECTICIDE 


Never, before the introduc- 
tion of malathion, has the 
home gardener been able to 
use just one insecticide for so 
many purposes. 


Prized flowers, shrubs, other 
ornamental plantings, home 
vegetables and fruits can alli 
be protected from aphids and 
mites as well as more than 75 
other pests. 








Malathion also protects patios, 
breezeways, barbecue areas 
and other spots outside the 
home from flies and other 
annoying insects. 

Malathion is available in both 
liquid and dust forms. 
alone or with fungicides. 


Look for malathion on the label 
of popular brand insecticides 
at your Garden Supply Store. 
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30 Rockefeller Plaza 
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For a Heartful of Gardening Happiness . . . 
a Galaxy of Glorious. Colors, May ‘till Frost .. . 


Big, Beautiful 5° to 12’ Blooms, 
Pale Creams to Deepest Reds . . 


Make 1955 Your Year to Plant 


DAYLILIES 


Order Now = Plant This Spring = Enjoy Their Loveliness 


his Summer! 

Here's the hardy perennial that continue to win thousands 
friends each year. Its ever-increasing popularity is attributed to an 
amazing hardiness and ability to give a ‘‘gardenful’’ of glorious color 
from May ‘til frost Daylilies 
thrive in sun or semi-shade and an 
nually provide rich rewards for your 
sligntest effort 
Order now and plant following our 
instructions. Properly prac and 
watered and with fave 
weather, all should bloom 
summer! Next year, with new 

plant growth and better root sys- 
Vv arietios in PB se Je tems, they will overwhelm you with 
oO the abundance, magnitude, and 
Cre: ams to “Deep Teas! i spectacular beauty of their blooms 


of new 





OUR 
INTRODUCTORY 
Daylily Collection 

FIRST 


» be sure o 4 
—/_ Plus Econ- 
up! 


Sits $9 
Our Sparing Daylily Parade 


(Key to abbreviations: fr.—fragrant, rbi.—reblooming) 


SELECT 1 
from $1.50 Group 
© Glory . 
ue a ar yellow 


SAVE 1/3 AND MORE 
WITH THESE COLLECTIONS! 











SELECT 2 
SELECT 1 


1 
Pickw 1. 5 Group 
bler ded "red bicolor 
0 Pink Ch 1.5 yellow Geown uve 
pinkish ‘ocher-aud 
© Sunshine Son 1 
ruffled pale 


9 
yellow 
SELECT 1 
from $1.00 Group 
) Dr. Slaughter. 1.0 


rbl. large yellow 
rbl. red-yellow bicir 
brownish red 
Niazuma 

brilliant fiery red 


Port eg . } 
bright red clear fine orange 


O Red Token 
mahogany red 
SELECT 2 ) Russe!l’s Minuet 
. from $0.60 Group chartreuse-rosy red 
o Purple c oo } Baronet sas 
ich red-purple ove 1. red chocol: red 
Seminole Chief oo . ° “Sunny West 
bright cherry-rec orange-rec huge, canary-vellow 


o5 of Our Finest Daylilies, (Catalog Value 3 
$4.45), Labelled and Prepaid in USA Only 
OAll 29 Varieties. (Total Catalog Value Only $15 
Reserve Room for These 2 Charming Groups 
“DRESDEN DOLL” Ei’ | ,, "SIBERIAN SENSATION” 
vely Littl ‘ll = - ’ 
erfect. fo 


Labelled and Prepaid in USA 


x v- “ds 
"i Var ‘ K LEW: LLYN 
»te etc 
ity Dwar f of Our Best Siberian 
“10 } tris Srepal id in 1395 50 110 &: tris, Prepaid in USA 
ly 
Use This Ae To Order! ec! varieties and collections ‘eunned 


choices marked, and your nee No COD's, please 
SURE BLOOMS THIS St MME i! 


FREE DWARF IRIS with order for new 1955 CATALOG 
Both FREE with any order from this ad or 

Wild ad on the opposite page! 

Read about this amazing offer on America’s finest combination 

Peony—lIris—Daylily color catalog! 


Dept. FG-35 Sarcoxie, Missouri 
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Amaryllis 


in Texas 


by IVA M. JOHNSON 


OUTHWESTERN GARDENERS are very 
lucky: they can enjoy glamorous 
amaryllis blooms in their gardens 

as well as in pots. South of Oklahoma 
these bulbs can be grown outdoors with 
safety by observing a few precautions. 
In the fall, just as soon as the tops have 
been killed, we cut them off even with 
the ground and cover the amaryllis beds 
with a 3- to 4-inch layer of stable bed- 
ding, half manure and half straw. This 
mulch serves as a warm blanket and 
protects the plants during freezing 
weather. 

I was a bit hesitant at first about 
planting my Dutch hybrids in the 
ground, but after seeing them through 
a few hard winters, I have no more 
fears. During one winter we had an 
icy three weeks, with temperatures rang- 
ing from 10° above to 9° below, but 
when spring came my amaryllis ap- 
peared through their blanket of fer- 
tilizer-mulch as strong and bright as 
ever. I do give my pastel Dutch hybrids 
more protected locations, such as the 


| south side of the house. 


Rather than remove the mulch when 
spring comes, we leave it on the 
manure and straw 


may be covered with a thin layer of 


| corncobs, peanut hulls, cane pulp, etc. 


When cold weather comes, we add an- 


| other layer of stable bedding. 


An amaryllis outdoors requires sim- 
ple care. It likes a soil on the alkaline 
which we have. It will get along 
in a heavy soil but will reward you with 
growth and beauty in a good loamy soil. 
It responds best to a soil mixture of one- 
third medium sand, one-third humus 
and one-third garden soil. You will find 
that it is also especially fond of manure; 
the liquid or rotted forms are best. 
Amaryllis requires good drainage in 
areas of heavy rainfall, but this is not 
necessary in semi-arid regions. 

Although grasshoppers may attack 
amaryllis foliage at times and cutworms 
may eat into the buds, these attacks are 





1954 Index Ready 


@The 1954 index to FLOWER 
GROWER is now available and may 
be obtained free by writing to 
FLOWER GROWER, 99 N. Broadway, 
Albany 1, New York. 
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not severe enough to require the use of 
any kind of spray. I have sometimes 
found a small mitelike insect on bulbs 
I have received which sucks the juices 
from the base of the growing leaves. 
These insects have been eliminated, 
however, by dusting with 5 per cent 
DDT or dusting sulphur before planting. 
When warm weather comes, the 
newly purchased amaryllis — bulbs 
which were potted the previous fall for 
indoor bloom—are dumped out of their 
pots and planted in the garden. I set 
the top of the round portion of the 
bulb, at least 4 inches below the surface. 
I place my amaryllis among the founda- 
tion plantings, in the perennial border 
or in any spot where there is at least a 
quare foot of unoccupied space. From 
then on they need no special care. They 
are watered and fed with the rest of the 
border. 
The foliage does not yellow but stays 
luscious green all summer and is so 
attractive that it gives one’s beds a 
tropical look. The foliage is useful in 
flower arrangements and keeps its rich 
green for three weeks in the house. 
The size of the flower varies. Some 
of the Dutch hybrids have huge flowers; 
some of the species have small fragile 
ones which are better for the arranger. 
Among the species which have proved 
hardy under a _ winter mulch are: 
Amaryllis ackermani, large crimson 
flowers with green stripes; A. bella- 
donna (equestris), bright red with green 
at the base; A. rutila, crimson and 
green; and A. Johnsoni, red with a white 
stripe down the keel. A. bifida wintered 
all right but has not yet bloomed. A. 
ambigua is on the doubtful list and A. 
reticulata striatifolia must be wintered 
indoors. The bulbs did not freeze, but 
it did not make sufficient leaf growth to 
produce a bloom stalk. It blooms in the 
fall and makes 
the winter.¢ 


WATER IN FERTILIZER 


When you fertilize your garden this 


summer, be sure to give the soil a good 











soaking after applying the fertilizer. 
This is done to prevent the fertilizer 
from burning the plants. It’s not neces- 
sary to water in the fertilizer during 
the spring and fall because the soil 
usually sufficiently moist. 
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First Costs are Final Costs .. . 


Time and Work are Minimized .. . 
AND This Year's Blooms Only Hint at the Beauty of the 


view, PEONIES 


WHEN 
YOU PLANT 

from “The Peony Capitol of the World” 
—— for Spring Planting—in Time to Bloom This Year 


Now you can order the perennial and ever-popular Peony this spring, and we'll shi 
in time for you to plant them and watch in wonder while their magnificent bloon 
and verdant foliage make wour 1955 garden a masterpiece of floral enchant tmer 
These first quality plants cted last year by our million-gallon-per-day 
irrigation system. With this dro it protection plus regular cultivatie n, they grew 
fal ” : re 
to full and hardy loveliness. Dug last fa 1955 “Fashion Beauties 
they were cold-stored over the winter in ou 
specially-designed humidity and tempera Add new variety and sp sens lor 
buildin I then ’ your garden—sav 
oe genie sled — tig cant a e r Mrs. Wilder denceh, 
ag or opring & pe t . Last Rose, (these 
and with favorable weather, 80 to 90@ will 3 beauties alone worth $5.00 
bloom this spring (1955), and 100% shoul PLUS Francois Ortegat, Nippon 
thrive to bloom beautifully and profusely Chief, & Kelway’s Queen. (De- 
in 1956 and each spring thereafter! scriptions & prices in list below), 


ba 6 Value 88-001, 
ardy to 3 

abe Ned "and Pd te < 5 

SPRING PEONY PARADE from the onwids” of Missouri 
(Key to abbreviations: dbl.—double, fr.—fragrant, Jap—Japanese) 
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It’s Easy to Order! Use this ad as an 
tions wanted. If ordering 7 — ny group, list varieties of your 
supplies are aieaitos 1. Enclo ad, with choices marked, with 5 
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Prepaid in USA 
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2nd choice as 
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MAIL RIGHT AWAY SO WE MAY SHIP FOR SPRING PLANTING! 


pe : Ready Soon... 
Lesaritaiee | 


| America’s Finest Combination ~ 


PEONY — IRIS — DAYLILY * 


Color CATALO 


64 pages with full-color phot s and le oe r undred f fa 
Iris, Daylilies! Old favorites ar t ation Our most lavish 
tacular and beautiful book—-MI ST RE {DING in every ho me 
Send 25¢ for catalog and get PRE! dwarf Iri r 
Dwarf Iris FREE with any orce r ! 
opposite page! 
Enclosing 25¢ for Catalog. in- 
clude FREE Dwarf tris 


bonus! Both catal t 
I WILD Daylily Iris ad 


Send Both FREE with My Order! 


Stteter wite & son 
Saccon 
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FERRY’S SEEDS 


come ina 
tailor-made 
assortment 


Flowers and vegetables that grow well 
in one place may not grow at all well 
in other regions. 

That's why we take great care to 
tailor-make your dealer’s assortment 
of Ferry’s Seeds to contain those vari- 
eties that will grow best in your par- 
ticular climate. 

This is an important reason why Ferry’s 
Seeds are able to produce better, more 
abundant results. It’s one more reason 
why Ferry’s are your best seed buy. 
Ferry’s Seeds have been America’s 
garden favorites for 99 years. Select 
from the Ferry’s Seeds Display at your 
dealer's. 


FERRY’S SEEDS 


YOU'LL ENJOY “THE GARDEN GATE". Heor the 
Old Dirt Dobber’s helpful gardening hints on 
CBS radio every SaturJoy. 





If you want to 


start seeds indoors 


by F. F. ROCKWELL 


NE OF THE MOST REWARDING of 
O all garden undertakings is the 
starting of plants indoors from 
seed. Unfortunately, it is frequently 
also one of the most disappointing, for 
failure to “bring through” a batch of 
seedlings not only spells loss of time 
and opportunity, but leaves the gardener 
with a deplorably deflated ego. What 
then can be done to assure success? 
There are six very definite require- 
ments that should be met: (1) a loose, 
porous, fertile soil; (2) sanitation; 
(3) adequate moisture; (4) optimum 
heat; (5) light; and (6) air free from 


WHEN YOU’RE READY TO BEGIN— 
assemble seed, soil mixture, pots, crock, 


seed protectant, labels, pencil, trowel. 


WHEN AWAITING GERMINATION— 
retard evaporation of water from the soil 
by covering the pot with a plastic dome. 


harmful gases. Neglect of any one of 
these requirements may lead to failure. 
Only by giving careful attention to 
each one can the gardener feel rea- 
sonably sure of success. Let’s take a 
look at each requirement to see what 
can be done to keep operation seed- 
starting in the groove. 

When I refer to the term “soil,” 
I mean any medium in which the 
seeds are to be started. It may be plain 
garden soil, or it may contain a num- 
ber of other materials such as vermicu- 
lite, peatmoss, sand or sphagnum moss. 
Garden soil, no matter how rich it 


PHOTOGRAPHS FOR FLOWER CROWER BY CGRAYROCK 


WHEN THE PLANTING IS DONE— 
give the pots a thorough soaking by set- 
ting them in a deep water-filled tray. 


WHEN CARED FOR PROPERLY— 
seeds will germinate promptly and evenly, 
producing many strong, healthy seedlings. 


FLOWER GROWER 





may be, seldom has the proper con- 
sistency for starting seeds indoors. If 
the soil were ideal, it would be both 
porous enough to let excess water drain 
through readily, and at the same time 
absorbent enough to retain moisture 
for a long period. Compost, if at 
just the right stage of decomposition, 
would meet this requirement. However, 
if you have no compost, you can make 
up a suitable mixture by combining 
equal parts of friable garden soil and 
peatmoss; then add to this enough gritty 
sand so that when the mixture is 
squeezed in the hand it will fall apart 
readily, even if quite moist. 

Sometimes other materials such as 
vermiculite or sifted sphagnum moss 
are used, but since these lack nutrients, 
they require more expert handling. I 
find the soil-peat-sand mixture best for 
the majority of seeds. 


Sanitation Deters Disease 


By practicing such a sanitary meas- 
ure as sterilizing the planting mixture, 
you will protect your seedlings from 
being destroyed by the well-known 
fungus disease, damping-off. When a 
seedling is attacked by this disease the 
stem decays at the soil surface and the 
seedling falls over. 

To discourage damping-off you can 
use vermiculite or sphagnum moss, 
both of which are sterile, as the seed- 
starting medium. However, as stated 
above, these materials are difficult to 
use because if they are to support 
growth, nutrients must be added. 

If you decide to use the soil-sand- 
peat mixture, you can render it sterile 
by one of the following methods: 
1. Moisten mixture (but not so that it’s 
soggy wet) and heat in a deep pan in 
the oven for 45 minutes at 200° to 250°. 
Keep the ventilating fan going, be- 
cause the odor is none too pleasant! 
2. Fill an ordinary wooden flat (a com- 
mon size is 13 x 20 x 3 inches) with 
the material, sprinkle one tablespoon 
of formaldehyde (this can be bought 
from any druggist) diluted with 5 table- 
spoons of water over the material and 
mix it in thoroughly. Cover the flat 
with several layers of moist newspaper 
and let stand for twenty-four hours. 
Then remove the paper and sow the 
seeds. 

In addition to sterilizing the medium 
there are a few other practices which 
will also discourage damping-off. These 
are sowing seeds thinly; providing only 
enough water—never. water-logging the 
medium; avoiding high temperatures 
and very high humidity; and provid- 
ing adequate ventilation. 

Many a flat of seed either fails to 
come up or is lost after coming up, 
because of careless or improper water- 
ing. If the soil is allowed to dry out 
between waterings, the growth of seed- 
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lings will be checked. If this hap- 
pens during the critical period of sprout- 
ing and emergence, it may result in 
total failure. With very fine seeds, 
such as those of petunias and begonias, 
proper watering is especially important 
for good germination. 

Flats are much more apt to dry out 
in a hot, dry house than in a green- 
house or hotbed. However, greenhouse 
conditions can be simulated by cover- 
ing the flat with glass or cellophane 
until the seedlings are well up. The 
plastic domes or caps now listed in 
most garden supply catalogs are ideal 
for this purpose. If the air above the 
flat gets too humid, tilt the dome or 
glass back. Try this “miniature green- 
house” method once for a packet of 
“difficult” seeds and you'll never go 
back to older methods. 

The easiest way to keep the soil in a 
flat evenly moist is to water from below, 
allowing the water to be absorbed until 
it seeps to the surface. Such a water- 
ing will keep the soil moist two or 
three times as long as a surface drench- 
ing and there will be no danger of wash- 
ing out small seeds or of compacting 
the surface soil. 


Temperature and Germination 


The time required for germination 
varies greatly, depending upon the 
plant and variety, the temperature, soil 
and many other factors. Some will be 


pushing up the soil in three or four | 


days and others may take weeks. Most 
annuals and vegetables should emerge 
in five to twelve days. 

Temperature is perhaps the most im- 
portant factor influencing the length of 
time required for germination. While 
a few species germinate best at com- 
paratively low temperatures, 45° to 50°, 
the majority will respond more quickly 
at 70° or 80°. Quick germination is 
desirable, but too high a temperature, 
while it may hasten germination, in- 
creases the rate at which the soil dries 
out and encourages weak, spindly 


ROSE GROWERS - 


Stop all these insects 
and diseases 





Rose chafer + Rose beetles 


Japanese beetle +» Rose slug + Aphid 


Red spider mite + Black spot 


Powdery mildew 


NEW/ DU PONT 


‘Insecticide & Fungicide 


Now! One, powerful insecticide-fungicide 
that controls practically all rose pests . . . 
and iseasy on budsand foliage! Eliminates 
guesswork. And it’s 4 
so easy to use in 
handy, refillable, 
8-oz. dust gun or 

| 1-lb. package 
with new sifter 

| top. Also comes 

| in 3-lb. bags. 





growth and damping-off. The ideal tem- 


perature is one which assures prompt 


germination without risk of seedling | 


injury. For the majority of spring- 
started plants, 60° to 70° until the 
seedlings are well up, with a reduction 


to 50° to 60° at night will be best. A | 
few plants prefer temperatures about | 


10° higher; these include celosia, coleus, 


begonias, impatiens, dahlias, tomatoes, | 


eggplant and peppers. 
Where it is not convenient to provide 


a sufficiently high night temperature | 


to secure prompt germination, flats or 


See your dealer for Du Ponts 
complete, reliable lire of garden products 





seed pans may be given bottom heat | 
by placing them on bricks or blocks | 


of wood above a radiator or furnace 
top. Never place a flat directly on 
a hot surface. Examine the flat often 
and when the seedlings appear, remove 


&E6. u.s. pat. orf 
BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING 
. » » THROUGH CHEMISTRY 
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Old Indian => 


Secret... 


The Indians knew that fish made the best fer- 
tilizer. Today, ATLAS Fish Emulsion Fertilizer 
gives the old Indian secret a modern dress. 
ATLAS Fish Emulsion, a concentrated liquid 
fertilizer, is 100% organic with 22 trace 
minerals and plant food essentials. It is 
non-burning AND deodorized, economical 
and easy-to-use. Just mix a tablespoonful 
with a gallon of water, and feed plants as 
you water. Use ATLAS on everything with 
safety—in transplanting, for indoor or out- 
door gardens, flowers, shrubs, vegetables. 
Try ATLAS Fish Emulsion Fertilizer—you'll 
be amazed. No fuss, no digging, no storage 
problem with CONCENTRATED ATLAS. Try 
a quart, a gallon, a pint—but TRY ATLAS— 
and watch your garden grow BETTER! 


Pint .. . $1.00 ’) We guarantee 


s|} you'll be 


Quart . $1.90 j) e'ecses. oF 
Gallon . $6.25 


At your garden supply store or 
postpaid from 
. A 

ATLAS FISH FERTILIZER CO. 
Dept. C, No. 1 Drumm Street 
San Francisco 11, California 
Plants & Warehouses: Baltimore, 
Los Angeles, Oakland. 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 


A balanced organic fish fertilizer 
“MOVE any garden 
load you can push 


or pull gRFECT BALAy, 
P . DOES ir » 


INSIST UPON THE ORIGINAL 


MASTERS 


Handi-Cart 


BUILT EXTRA STRONG, STANDS 
OVERLOAD AND ABUSE 
or the 1001 back-breaking jobs 
around the home, garden and 
yard. Exclusive center support design and 
balance enables even a child to tip to load 
or unload and wheel away with ease. Beau- 
tiful baked-enamel finish on heavy gauge 
steel body. All seams welded for extra 
strength. Double disc rubber tired wheels 
with lifetime never-oil bearings. On sale at 
leading hardware, department & garden sup- 
ply stores. Send for Free folder. Dept. F-3. 


MASTERS PLANTER COMPANY 


BENTON HARBOR, MICHIGAN 


the flat from the heat at once. 

The process of germination does not 
require light, but once the seedling 
emerges above the soil, light is abso- 
lutely necessary. Sunlight furnishes the 
energy needed by the seedling to manu- 
facture food. From the moment the 
first cotyledons appear, the flat should 
be given all the full, direct sunlight 
possible. . If the seedlings don’t receive 
enough light, they will grow long and 
spindly. 

When seedlings are grown indoors, 
they should be placed on a table or 
shelf as close as possible to a south or 
east window. Turn the flat every few 
days to keep the seedling’s growth 
straight. 

If the amount of sunlight is seriously 
inadequate, fluorescent lights placed 12 
inches above the plants may be used 
instead. However, this is not as good 
as sunlight. 

Air, like light, is essential for plant 
growth. Few gardeners realize that air 
is just as important to the underground 
part of the plant as it is to the part 
above ground. An abundance of air 
also discourages the growth of harmful 
fungi, such as those causing damping- 
off. If you have used a glass or plastic 
covering over the flat or seed pan, re- 
move it as soon as the seedlings are 
well up. 


How to Start the Seeds 


The prepared soil mixture may be 
placed in any container of convenient 
shape and size, provided there are 
drainage holes in the bottom. When 
raising a lot of seedlings, an ordinary 
wooden flat is most commonly used. 
For a smaller number of seedlings, 
flower pots or bulb pans would be more 
practical, especially when growing the 
seedlings indoors. 

Place a %-inch-layer of sphagnum 
moss or coarse compost in the bottom 


If you are starting seeds in flats . 


WOODEN FLATS MAY BE USED in- 
stead of pots if desired. Coat seeds 
with fungicide and sow thinly in rows. 


of each container. Then add the soil 
mixture until it is almost level with 
the top of the flat or flower pot. Press 
the mixture down lightly and sow seeds 
thinly in rows 2 inches apart. The 
larger seeds such as those of calendulas, 
marigolds and zinnias should be spaced 
farther apart—about two to three times 
their own diameter. The finer seeds 
may be sown a little closer, but they 
should not touch. 

As an extra precaution § against 
damping-off, I treat all seeds with a seed 
protectant such as Arasan, Semesan 
and Spergon. To coat the seeds with 
the material, take up a bit of the 
powder on the tip of a knife; drop the 
material into the seed packet and shake 
the seeds in the packet. This method 
will coat the seeds evenly and _ thor- 
oughly. 

There are several handy devices on 
the market that make _  seed-sowing 
easier, but the simplest device is a 
folded piece of smooth, heavy paper. 

Fairly large seeds should be pressed 
into the soil and then covered with a 
scant 4%-inch-layer of soil. Very fine 
seeds should not be covered but merely 
pressed into the soil. 

Cover the flat or flower pot as sug- 
gested above but examine often for 
signs of germination. As soon as the 
seedlings appear, provide sufficient ven- 
tilation to prevent excessive condensa- 
tion on the inside of the cover. If, 
despite careful sowing, the seedlings 
crowd each other, thin them out, using 
tweezers if necessary, so they stand 
free. A dozen good sturdy seedlings 
are worth fifty puny, spindly ones. 

Two to four weeks after the seed- 
lings emerge, they will be large enough 
to transplant. The development of the 
first or second true leaf is the signal 
to remove them from the seed bed. 
For more details about transplanting 
seedlings to the garden, see next month’s 
FLOWER GROWER.® 


WHEN SEEDLINGS GROW LARGER, 
developing one or two true leaves, space 
them out in rows in a large wooden flat. 
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A FLOWER GROWER FEATURE 


the (arden Workbench 


Project Number 1. How you can build your own 


Garden Work Center in a one-car garage 


DESIGNED AND CONSTRUCTED FOR FLOWER CROWER BY J. R, MEACHEM; PHOTOCRAPH BY WM. MEACHEM 


OW OFTEN HAVE YOU DREAMED 
H:« a Garden Work Center all 

your own? This would be a place 
where you could store your tools and 
equipment; have a bench for potting; 
bins for storing peat, lime, sand, soil, 
etc.; and, above all, be a retreat where 
you could still be close to your garden 
and its activities in winter and when it’s 
raining outdoors. You can have all this 
in your garage—and, you can build it 
yourself. 

FLOWER GRowER had both the home 
gardener and the home handyman in 
mind when the Garage Garden Work 
Center you see above was designed. 
Our specific aim was to have a Work 
Center that would accommodate all the 
tools and equipment needed by the 
average gardener and also be something 
he could build without being an expert 
cabinetmaker or skilled wood worker. 


What you see on these pages is the 
Garage Garden Work Center FLOWER 
GROWER had designed and actually 
built. Perhaps you can get some ideas 
as to how you can make your own. 

Most gardeners store their tools and 
garden equipment in the garage. But, a 
garage is the place for the family auto- 
mobile; anything additional would have 
to be compact. That is exactly what 
the Garage Garden Work Center is. We 
took an average one-car garage and 
constructed the Work Center along one 
of the long side walls. All told, when 
folded up, it only protrudes 16 inches 
from the wall. It still allows storage 
space for other things as well as the 
automobile. 

The Work Center has three distinct 
sections. The first is a pegboard for 
hanging hand tools. Second is a set 
of open, adjustable shelves on top, fold- 


ing work table and storage space below. 
The third section has a closed, sliding- 
door cabinet on top, folding work table 
and four storage bins below. It could 
be made as a complete unit, such as 
the one we have, or any one or several 
of the segments could be made in- 
dividually. 

No fancy or special materials were 
used in the construction; all of it came 
from a local lumber yard and hardware 
store. Basically, it is made of white 
pine, 3%4-inch plywood, Masonite press- 
wood, common shelving, Reynolds Do- 
It-Yourself aluminum and naiscellane- 
ous hardware. A list of materials will 
be found on page 143. The total cost 
of all materials, fittings, lights and paint 
was just under $100. 


Pegboard Tool Rack 


The first section of the Work Center 
is actually the easiest to construct— 
something that could be done in a 
matter of minutes. This is the installa- 
tion of the pegboard tool rack. We took 
a standard sheet of %4-inch Masonite 
pegboard with holes on 1-inch centers 
—this is strong enough to hold most 
any garden tool—and merely fastened 
to three supporting 2x3’s which were 
nailed to the roof rafters. We needed 
the 2x3’s because the garage is of 


CEORCE WRICHT 


POWER TOOLS helped a great deal 
in speeding up the work, although it 
could be built with basic hand tools. 





Garden Work Center continued 


cinder-block construction. If you have 
a frame garage, this could be attached 
directly to the existing studding. 


Basic Framework 


The remaining two sections of the 
Work Center were made in two parts. 
The top, which includes the shelves 
and cabinet, was made separately from 
the bottom. This was done for two 
reasons: first, we wanted portability so 
that it could be easily dismantled and 
moved if it were ever necessary, and 
second, much of the work was pre- 
fabricated in a basement workshop for 
installation at a later time. 

The base was made of 2x4’s. This 
can be seen in the photograph on this 
page. Notches were made in the four 
corners to accommodate the four corner 
posts and in the center for the divider 
between the two sections. Next added 
were the corner posts and dividers 
which were made of 2x3’s. On these 
posts were added the four slides which 
support the folding work table when 
extended. These were made from clear 


white pine ripped down from a strip 
%4x6 inches. A detail of these can 
be seen in the photograph. 

On the third section the dividers for 
the bins were added and the support 
for the two drawers. Under section two 
there is just a deep shelf under the 
work table. The drawers are optional; 
if you so desire, the shelf may be ex- 
tended. Masonite was used for the 
shelf bottom. The trim was again 
ripped down from %4x6 inch white 
pine. 


The Worktable 


The stationary part of the work table 
was next fastened in place. As you will 
notice in the photograph, this is an 
entire sheet measuring 16 inches by 8 
feet. The two sections which fold out 
(added later) are each 12 inches by 3 
feet 10 inches. Each folds out inde- 
pendantly. 

All bench sections were made of one 
piece of *%4 inch plywood 28 inches 
by 8 feet. Plywood of this thickness 
can be difficult to rip down so we had 


Write for Blueprints 


© You may obtain detailed 
blueprints of the Garden 
Work Center shown here 
by sending 25 cents in coin 
to Flower Grower Work 
Center, 2049 Grand Cen- 
tral Terminal, New York 


re, NN. 





it sawed into two sections, one 16 inches 
wide and the other 12 inches, at the 
lumber yard. The remainder of the 
sheet of plywood—it comes in sheets 
4x8 feet—was used to make the upper 
supports for the shelves. 

When the work table was completed, 
the working surfaces were covered with 
sheet aluminum held in place by alu- 
minum tacks. Aluminum was used to 
give maximum protection without ex- 
cess weight. 

After the stationary part of the work 
table was set in position, we next added 
the storage bins in the lower part of 


Steps in building your own Garage Garden Work Center 


ai ee” E oe a ” 
THE BASE FRAME was made of 2x4’s. 
The four corners and center were notched 
to allow for supporting posts and divider. 


TABLE TOP was next added. This 
rests on end and center crosspieces and 
backboard running along the full rear. 


SUPPORT POSTS for storage and bin 
areas are 2x3’s. Crosspiece at top is 
also 2x3. This supports worktable top. 


DRAWERS AND BINS were made pre- 
viously in basement workshop. Bins are 


made of Masonite and aluminum. 


PHOTOGRAPHS FOR FLOWER GROWER BY CEORCE WIGHT 


TABLE EXTENSION SLIDE, resting on 
top, has peg in bottom to prevent pul- 
ling out completely. Drawer slide right. 


UPPER SUPPORTS and bracing were 
added next. Final finishing includes 
shelves, cabinet and table extensions. 





the third section, constructed earlier. | 

Except for a wooden frame in the | 
bottom, the bins were made entirely of 
’%4-inch Masonite and Do-It-Yourself 
aluminum. We used these materials, 
again, because we wanted extreme 
strength without weight. The Masonite 
sides and bottom were riveted to the | 
aluminum angles. For support on the | 
top, aluminum bars were used. An alu- 
minum angle was used on the top back, 
however, as a means of attaching the 
supporting chains. The bins are hinged 


STORAGE BINS can be used for soil, 
sand, peat, lime, fertilizer, etc. They 
are hinged at the bottom and swing out. 


at the bottom and held by chains to 
keep it from falling when in use. The 
chains can be removed, however, to 
allow the bin to come out completely 
and rest on the floor, for easy cleaning. 

The three supports for the shelves 
and cabinet were made of the remaining 
part of the sheet of plywood. The 
bottom on each flares out for extra 
support and as a separation for the 
two parts of the worktable. The outer 
edge of the flared section is protected 
with a strip of aluminum bar. 

Adjustable shelves were used. al- 
though permanent shelves could have 
been installed. The shelving was stand- 
ard %4-inch stock, 8 inches wide. The 
metal strips which hold the shelf brack- 
ets are available from most hardware 
stores. 


Cabinet Enclosure 


We wanted some cabinet space in 
our Work Center. There are some tools 
and equipment which you want pro- 
tected from dust and light. We made 
our own doors for the cabinet from 
Masonite and clear white pine. We had 
them slide, bypassing each other, rather 
than swing out because we wanted no 
obstruction for the automobile if they 
were unintentionally left open. Regular | 
sliding door rigs are available which 
include all the necessary tracks and | 
wheels. Other assemblies [SEE PAGE 143] 
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AMAZING AIRWRAP 


WITH NO SEEDS, SOIL OR DIFFICULT DIGGING 


REPRODUCES BIG PLANTS, FLOWERS, TREES, 
VINES, BUSHES IN 8 TO 10 WEEKS 


GROWS “ROOTS” 

FROM 10 OR MORE 

BRANCHES, STEMS 
AT SAME TIME! 


e AIRWRAP has been acclaimed the greatest shortcut ever developed in 
faithfully reproducing anything that grows! Over half a million successes! 
Now you can grow big clusters of roots from big branches or tiny stems—ten 
or more from each plant or tree without harm to parent plant—within 2 to 8 
weeks instead of years! The secret is the specially treated plastic containing 
soluble plant nutrients, stimulants and protective elements. So easy even a 
teenager could do it reading simple directions once! 

It’s fun! It’s fascinating! Think of the money, the time, the back-breaking 
work you save with AIRWRAP! Everything you need for the big Spring and 
Summer season is neatly packaged in one big complete kit. 


Only $1 95 it you act now—thousands paid $3.00. 
FILL OUT COUPON EELOW ... NOW! 


TEST AIRWRAP WITHOUT 
RISKING ONE PENNY! 


Send for complete AIRWRAP Kit containing everything you'll 
need — with complete easy-to-follow instructions! Only $1.95 
(plus postage) cash or money order. You must be 100% satisfied 
or money refunded in full! 


LIFE AND 10 OTHER MAGAZINES DEVOTED | 
FEATURE ARTICLES TO AIRWRAP 


dd 








*AIRWRAP and the AIRWRAP air-layering 
method are fully protected by U. S. Patent No 
2,572,473—other patents pending. 


Yo LOX 


AGRICULTURAL PLASTICS 


AIRWRAP IS MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 
AGRI-PLAST PRODUCTS CO. 


SS SF SS SS SF SS SF SS SS SS SS SF SF SSS SSS eee ee, 
AGRI-PLAST PRODUCTS COMPANY 
Dept. 3 FG, Drawer 4440, Sarasota, Florida 


Please send me one AIRWRAP Kit at $1.95 plus 30 cents postage. If not completely 
satisfied, I may return the Kit to you for a refund in full. 


C) I enclose cash, check or money order for $2.25 
C) I enclose $4.25 for 2 kits, a saving of 25¢ 


Name........ 


iddress 
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READY TO ASSEMBLE 


harden 
Ar 


TRELLIS 


¢NO BOLTS 
*NO WIRES 
°NO SCREWS 





Heavy gauge pointed steel 
stakes in oven-baked foli- 
age green ename! have 
tapered slots every 5"... 
so wooden crossbors insert 
solidly at any desired 
height to form a. straight 
line or right angle. 











For year ’round use, GARDEN 
ART Multi-Purpose Trellis offers 
all season protection for gardens, 
lawns and shrubs... proper sup- 
port to increase vegetable yield to 
40% ...an attractive, permanent 
and inexpensive fencing. Quick to 
set up—easy to take down, 
GARDEN ART trellis stores com- 
pactly any time. 

GARDEN ART IN 32”-52"~+72" LENGTHS 
It costs much less than ordinary, 
often inadequate wire fencing, to 
protect and enhance your invest- 
ment in lawn, garden and shrubs. 


pur ADAPTABLE 
pa ADJUSTABLE 

pw ECONOMICAL SUH oversee 
For more details on es 


GARDEN ART,write 
for free folder. Zk my 


ATLAS MANUFACTURING CO. 


OUR TRANSPLANTING SUCCESS will 
) increase if you'll observe a few 
simple rules that take into ac- 
count the plants’ needs. Basic as they 
are, simple as they may seem, they are 
still the fundamentals around which 
successful transplanting is built, so 
| follow them and give the plants the best 
of care following their transfer. 
These are the general rules. 
which have been starred, 
drawings. 
| 1. Cool, cloudy, humid weather is best, 
although you can transplant at almost 
| any time if you follow the rules care- 





Those 
refer to the 


~ 4 


DRAWINGS BY AUTHOR 


SEEDLINGS are set in hole made with 
a trowel and soil is firmed about the 
roots with your fingers. Water well and 
cover with a newspaper “tent” for a few 
days. The numbers in the drawings refer 
to the principles of transplanting men- 


| tioned in the columns above and right. 


PERENNIALS have their roots spread 
out and soil firmed about them A trans- 
planting solution of one cup of balanced 
plant food to twelve quarts of water 


AT HARDWARE, DEPARTMENT, OR GARDEN STORE | helps them to re-establish quickly. 
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Transplanting guide 


for all gardeners 


by JOHN BRIMER 


fully and/or use one of the new plastic 
sprays which conserve moisture, pre- 
venting its loss through the leaves. 

“2. Prepare the new planting hole first. 
Make it wider and deeper than you 
think necessary, removing stones and 
debris as you dig. Either mix in peat- 
moss and plant food to enrich any sub- 
soil you dig up or replace it with good 
rich topsoil or compost. Then the hole 
will be ready and you won't have to 
make your plants wait, allowing the 
roots to dry, while you prepare the fill 
soil. Water the hole well; let it soak in. 
3. A day or so ahead, soak around 


TREE roots are given ample space so 
they are not restricted in putting out new 
growth. Good soil is filled in around 
them. A depression is made after the 
soil is in to catch and hold the water. 


FLOWER GROWER 





plants to be moved so that you can dig 
deeply, get more roots and keep a soil 
ball around undisturbed roots if possi- 
ble. In any case... 

4. Keep roots moist during transplant- 
ing. 
perennials this is inevitable) keep them 


covered with a wet sack or soak in a | 


pail of water until used. Heel them in 
if more than a few hours must elapse 
before setting in place. 

*5. Try root ball for size in new hole 
to be sure the roots will spread well 
without touching the edge of the hole 
or without bending or tilting up at the 
edges. Dig the hole at least 1 foot 
larger than the spread of the roots for 
trees and 6 inches larger for shrubs. 
*6. Place good soil under root ball so 
that the plant will be the same depth it 
grew as before. (You will be able to 
see soil mark on trunk or stems.) Fill 
in around root ball, watering in and 
rocking plant gently to settle and bind 
soil in contact with roots, or work the 
soil in around the roots with your 
hands. 

*7, Transplanting fertilizer solutions 
aid recovery, giving the “booster” neces- 
sary to overcome transplanting shock. 
Don’t be alarmed if plants are set back 
a bit for a time. 

*8. Prune deciduous trees and shrubs 


(not broad-leaved or needle evergreens) | 


to compensate for loss of roots, reduc- 
ing twigs about %, keeping future 
shape of plant in mind. Don’t cut 
leaders (topmost vertical twig) on trees 
or the shape will be spoiled. 

*9, Shade small plants from sun and 
protect from drying winds. Wrap 
trunks of trees with burlap or tough 
paper made for this purpose to prevent 
sunscald the first year. Plastic sprays 


now permit moving plants which are | 


in full leaf. 

*10. Stake trees to avoid wind damage 
through tipping which breaks small new 
roots. A small tree whose trunk at 
waist height is under 3 inches in di- 
ameter needs only one stake. Larger 
trees require two stakes or, better, 
three or four guy wires. 
fore filling the planting hole, then tie 
the tree to the stakes with canvas or 
burlap strips. Guy wires are run through 
sections of hose around the trunk so 
they don’t cut the bark. 

*11. Water, water and WATER! Keep 
soil moist but not soggy all summer, 
and sprinkle the foliage early in the 
day at first. A 3-inch mulch of straw 
or leaves the first year conserves water 
and discourages weeds. 

12. Feed lightly the first season. Plants | 
suffering from moving-shock need light 
meals until new feeding roots grow and 
get hungry. 
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Set stakes be- | 














— GREAT STERN S PRESENTATION 


“Like a graceful 
Lombardy Poplar’ 


4* 
of FIRE 


BLOOD-RED 
FLOWERING 
CRAB APPLE 


(development number M.R. 454) 
NEW COLUMNAR SHAPE 


Stern’s proudly presents a new 
style in ornamental flowering 
trees...the exciting new Stern’s 
“Pillar of Fire” Flowering 
Crab! You’ve never seen any- 
thing as graceful as this new 
type of garden tree. A narrow 
upright Crab similar in out- 
line to the magnificent Lom- 
bardy Poplar, only much more 
beautiful. An exquisite small 
tree, they reach a height of less 
than 20 feet at maturity. They 
are extremely hardy—very long- 
lived—withstanding even the 
cold wintry climate of Canada 
where they originated. 


Blooms 60 Days 
After Planting! 


You'll get beautiful flowers the very first 
year. Immediate beauty without waiting! 
The buds of these magnificent ornamental 
trees are a deep blood-red, opening to rosy 
flowers that turn to pink. The tree is liter- 
ally bursting with blooms. As summer 
approaches and the blossoms fade away, 
beautifully decorative, cherry-red minia- 
ture apples appear and remain until late 
November. Its foliage, a striking purplish- 
maroon, makes this a most colorful tree for 
your garden. In addition, its unusual shape 
will make your “Pillar of Fire” the most 
talked about tree in your neighborhood. 


PLANT WHEREVER YOU WANT GLORIOUS, GRACEFUL BEAUTY 


Most versatile of all ornamental trees. 
Plant these Stern’s “Pillar of Fire” 
Flowering Crabs next to your home, 
between your living room windows, or 
as a corner planting. Plant a number of 
trees (4 to 5 feet apart) for screen plant- 
ings around your terrace or to hide un- 


UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED—SATISFACTION OR MONEY BACK 
EACH 


$6.00 *15.00 *24.00 *45.00 


All prices postpaid. Send check or money order. 


; STERN’S NURSERIES 


“Pillar of Fire’’ 
. trees pone you unconditional money-back guarantee. 


Strong No. 1 quality trees. 
Shipping height—3 to 5 feet. 


LIMITED SUPPLY! 


I want Stern's 
home. Send ..... 
(#5422) Enclosed is $. . 


CHECK HERE 
[] 1 for $6 


1 3 for $15 NAME 


desirable views. Excellent as a decora- 
tive windbreak. Extremely beautiful 
planted as a specimen in a small yard, 
in your garden, or on your lawn. In 
every season—in blossom, in foliage, in 
shape—these exquisite ornamental trees 
will glorify your beautiful home. 


T_ANY 


3 for 5 for 10 for 


DEPT. G, GENEVA, N. Y. 


Flowering Crab Apple trees to glorify my 





O Sfor$24  .ppress 





C 10 for $45 
TOWN 


STATE— 





POSTPAID 
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the Cued aud tue 
PERMARKER 


Permanent °* 
Garden> 
Markers + 


Durable plastic labels, 
2%"' x 12" attached 
firmly to sturdy 14” 
non-corrosive steel 
supports. Easily 
removed for writing 
and other uses. Labels 
held at readable angle. 


Always stay clean. 
Anchor prevents turning, 
accidental dislodge- 
ment and frost heaving. 


Lead pencil writing lasts 
for years, but quickly 
erased for re-use. 


Trade Mark 


PLANT 
MARKERS 


HIGH QUALITY 


PAT. PENo. 





LOW PRICE 


The first low-cost plant marker combining all the essentials 
of good plant identification. 
% Molded of durable, weather-proof plastic. Nothing to 


"= 


rust, rot, or corrode. 

Full 2 square inches of horizontal writing surface set 
at easy-to-read angle. Always remains clean. Overall 
height — 5 inches. 





Four New 
Vegetables 


% Harmonious grey-green color. 7 

Lead pencil writing lasts f i —— anne s = . 
. oa ne ey a ny a ey oP HARVEST QUEEN is a uniform, medi- 
Anchors prevent accidental dislodgement and frost um sized melon resistant to fusarium. 
eaving. 


Colors, harmonizing * 
grey-green or 
conspicuous orange. 


“YOUR PLANTS DESERVE THE BEST IDENTIFICATION” 
At your dealers 


or sent postpaid. 
10 for $ 1.40 
25 for $ 3.25 


Pat. No. 100 for $12.25 


2,639,524 


PERMARK 


COMPANY, INC. 


If your dealer does not have them yet, 


25 for $1.25 <ai> 


100 for $4.50 
Room 1212, 1 East 57th Street, New York 22, N. Y. 


order direct. 


“Garden Intermission”? 
filled with Bloom — 


JAPANESE TRIS 


Japanese Iris flower year after year, starting 
with the late June “Intermission.” When the 
gardens lack color, the Japanese Iris is king. 
FLOWERFIELD has been recognized for 
years as the source for these superb perennial 
plants. Average height 36 inches. 


WONDERFUL, a new hybrid sweet corn, 
has long ears, golden kernels mid-season. 


BETTY HOLMES, most luxuriant, fully double 
white flower, stunning effect. Each $1.50; 3—$4.25 


YAMA-YAMA a conical white flower, its summit 
Each $1.00; 3—$2.25 


flushed with rose-mauve. Ss 
be 

SPOTLIGHT, a new hybrid onion, is 
easy to grow and keeps well for winter. 


KOKI-NO-IRO, rich royal purple, double flower 
Each $1.50; 3—$4.25 


of enormous size. 


MARGARET HENDERSON. Mid-blue, a triple 
Each $1.50; 3—$4.25 


‘ JOSEPH HARRIS 
waved, ruffled flower. 


LIGHT IN THE OPAL, the loveliest opalescent, 


| 


orchid pink, (as illustrated.) Fully double flower. 


Each $2.00; 3—$5.75 


“Select 5’ COLLECTION, one each of the ‘ive above 
named varieties separately labeled $6.50 
All above varieties illustrated in Hand Book & Catalog 
included free with order—also planting instructions — 
offers not post-paid. 


Sales Office: 


owertield 


FLOWERFIELD BULB FARM + DEPT. F, BOX 90 + OYSTER BAY, L. I., N. Y. 


NEW CATALOG 
of Dahlias, Glads, 
Ismenes, Tuberoses, 
Phlox, Dahlias and 
other selected bulbs 
and perennials for 
bloom this summer. 
25¢ (redeemable 
with first order) 





CALIFORNIA HONEY, a new water- 
melon, right; Rhode Island Red, left. 
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Miniature gladiolus 


by G. L. 


INIATURE AND SMALL-FLOWERING 
M GLADIOLUS continue their rise in 
popularity, finding favor with 
the men for winning ribbons at the 
shows all over North America and with 
the ladies for use in dainty and in- 
triguing arrangements for shows and for 
home decoration. 

In case you came in late and have 
not been apprised of the trend of pub- 
lic favor toward miniature glads, let us 
state that this is the fifth year FLOWER 
GROWER has published separate ratings 
on the desirable varieties, both old and 
new, among these dainty and delightful 
gems of the floral kingdom whose florets 
range from 1 to 3% inches in diameter 
and come in all the gorgeous colors 
and formations common to the larger 
gladiolus. 

In a study of the reports of gladiolus 
shows held in 1954 the writer notes that 
two small-flowering varieties achieved 
the highest possible award of Grand 
Champion Spike of the show. All- 
American Seedling #21 did it at Mur- 
freesboro, Tennessee, and ZiG ZAG was 
Grand Champion at Chicago, Illinois. 

Reserve Grand Champion of the 
show was awarded to small-flowering 
variety, OsaGE, at Enid, Oklahoma; to 
STATUETTE at Bardstown, Kentucky; 
and again to STATUETTE at Lubbock, 
Texas. 

Grand Champion Three-Spike was 
won by LITTLE BaBs at Waterloo, Iowa, 
and by TRINKET at LeRoy, Illinois. 

Best Recent Introduction honors went 
to Zic ZaG on three separate occasions 
in Illinois shows: at Springfield, 
Momence and Chicago. 

FLOWER GROWER’S annual review of 
miniature gladiolus appeared last year 
in the February issue. In the review 
this writer listed and briefly discussed 
what he considered the best varieties in 
each of the different color classes, with 
special emphasis on the worthy recent 
introductions. (A recent introduction 
is a variety made available to the public 
within the past five years.) Meanwhile, 
the North American Gladiolus Council 
had established a special symposium 
committee whose function was to take 
a poll of public opinion among both 
amateur and professional growers spe- 
cializing in small glads. 

The committee requested that col- 
laborators express their opinions on the 
best three varieties in each color class 
and in two separate categories: varieties 
suitable for show and those more adapt- 
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able to arrangement work. Detailed 
data assembled by the NAGC Sympo- | 
sium Committee in 1954 will be pub- 
lished in a later issue, but I would like 
to point out here that of the varieties | 
voted “the ten leading recent introduc- | 
tions in the exhibition classes” by | 
NAGC collaborators, eight of these 
had been given favorable mention by 
FLOWER GROWER in its miniature re- 
view the previous February. The two I 
missed the boat on are FIGURINE and 
FLASHLIGHT. 

NAGC’s ten leading exhibition recent 
introductions, in order of greatest num- 
ber of points voted them, are POLAR 
Cus, FIFTH AVENUE, FIGURINE, BAMBI, 
SPUNKY, ZiG ZAG, PINT SIZE, FLASH- 
LIGHT, CLAUCARCY and PARMA VIOLET. 

Reference was made to a distinction 
between miniature varieties that are best 
for shows and those that are more the 
arrangement type. Actually the only 
difference in these is that the former 
are likely to be slightly greater in stature 
due to higher bud count and the ability 
to hold more open florets at a time than 
the arrangement varieties. Both groups 
possess the same wide color range and 
diversified floret formation. Further, it 
should be mentioned that most of the 
show varieties are still of sufficiently 
diminutive proportions to be well suited 
for arrangements; thus they are the 
more versatile and valuable of the two 
groups. 

Through the years the FLOWER 
GROWER reviews have aimed at placing 
emphasis on varieties that qualify for 
both purposes, and in keeping with this 
tradition the writer will list below, by 
color classes, his selection of desirable 
small-flowering recent introductions that 
can win at the shows and also lend 
themselves well to arrangement usage. 
Because of the coverage to be given 
in the NAGC Symposium report on the 
older varieties, we will avoid repetition 
by disregarding them in this review. 

White 

ALEcIA—’54: Pure unblemished 

a lovely thing. 

DAINTINESS—’53: Creamy 

heavily ruffled. 

DrivEN SNow—’51: Creamy, 

tall and stately. 

PoLaR CuB—’S3: Tall 

many open. 


white and 


ruffled, 


and stretchy, 


Cream 
I know of no recent introduction creams 
deserving mention. 
[CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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a3 the tried and true 





| Jungs GIANT GLADS 


BULBS GUARANTEED TO BLOOM! 
I) Spikes 3 to 4 ft. tall. 


GIANT GLADS 
and pkt. of 
SS Summer Glory 


As a special in- 
ducement to plant 
Jung's Quality 
Seeds, Bulbs ond 
Plants, we will send 
you 12 Giant Flow 
ered Glioadiola 
Bulbs for 25¢ [in 
Canada 50c). 


Easy to grow. 

Sure to bloom 

flowers from 
early summer until frost. Make 
shady places glow with color. As 
a Special Offer we will send you 
3 select tuberous Begonia Bulbs, 
oll different colors, for 25c¢ {in 
Conada 50c). EXTRA SPECIAL! 
For only 50c we will send you 
12 Giant Gladiola Bulbs, 3 Grand 
Begonia Bulbs, a pkt. Summer 
Glory Flowers and include a 15¢ 
pkt. of the New Blaze Zinnia, the 
“All America’’ Winner, also our 
big colored catalog loaded with 
bargains in Seeds, Plants, Bulbs 
and Shrubs. Premium Coupon in every catalog. 


J. W. JUNG SEED CO, 305JungBidg., Randolph, Wise. 


RUFFLED 
GLADS 


The newer varieties of 
Gladiolus are truly beau- 
tifull They come in 
lovely new colors, often 
gorgeously ruffled and 
frilled. 


Send 10¢ for our 1955 
Catalog describing the 
best in modern glads. 


WINSTON ROBERTS 
Box 2772 Boise, Idaho 


RAINBOW MIXTURE 
LARGE BULBS—3'' AROUND 
Gorgeous colors, 60 vari- 
eties. Finest collection 
of guaranteed -to-bloom 
bulbs. Planting instruc- 
tions included. Order to- 

Sday while supply lasts 


ladiolus 


32 Years of Glads 


AM) We are the first to grow the best of the new 


Glads, and the last to abandon the best 

Dependable Glads and 
dependable bulbs—this is always our aim, 
color-value our ideal 


FOSS HEATON GLAD GARDENS 


BOX 400, CRESTON. IOWA 





GLADIOLUS 


TWO NEW ELLIS ORIGINATIONS 
CORAL DREAM—Winner of American Home 


Achievement Award at Ore. State Gladiolus So- 
ciety Show, 1954. Large, ruffled, beautiful soft 
coral ° 10 Bulblets, $5.00 


WHITE DELIGHT—Large very pure white; goes 
beautifully with Coral Dream. 10 Bulblets, $5.00 
Or, 5 Bulblets of each $5.00 (No bulbs offered 
this season.) 


REGAL LILY BULBS 


100 Blooming size .. $4.00 (f.0.b. Express cotiect) 
500 Blooming size $18.00 (f.0.b. ) 
1000 Small bulbs, iW ill bloom in 1956) $20. 090 
POSTPAID 
2 Blooming size & 75 small bulbs $ 2.75 
POSTPAID 
OREGON GIANT 
PANSY SEED 
500 Seeds, Mixed 
$ 1.00 


Packet 


geod 


PRIMROSE SEED 
(Polyanthus) 


Packet 200 Seeds, Mixed 
$1.00 


MRS. MERTON G. ELLIS, Box 38-F, Canby, Ore. 


The Way to BETTER 


GLADIOLUS 


A $7.50 Value — Only $4! 
Just send $4 for 1955 membership 
in NEGS, and receive illus. 1955 
GLADIOLUS Annual (4.50 value) 
plus 4 quarterly issues of ‘55 THE 
GLADIOLUS MAGAZINE ($3 value). 

NEGS members the world over 
agree that this is the way to better 
gladiolus . . . for pleasure or profit. 
Subscriptions from Jan 1st to Dee 31st 


NEW ENGLAND 
GLADIOLUS SOCIETY 


Box F10 Horticultural Hall 
Boston 15, Mass. 





if you are interested in 


GLADIOLUS 
membership in the North American Gladiolus 
Council is a ‘“‘must."’ Cultural folder (in color) 
filled with the latest information on growing gladi- 
olus, and benefits of membership in the N. A. G. G 
is \ours for the asking from: 


NORTH AMERICAN 
GLADIOLUS COUNCIL 


epartment 
820 Ontario Street Havre de Grace, Md. 











New Color 


CATALOG 


Illustrated, 52 pages of 
best new, old favorites; 
giants, babies. Packed 
with valuable ideas, 
Send for free copy to- 
day 


ALFRED L. MOSES 
41 Lake Ave., Lima, N. Y. 


va ] 
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GLADIOLUS 


Just a postal will bring you our new 1955 glad 
list in color, issued January Ist. It will contain 
most of the newer show winners and the best of 
commercials at prices that are right and qual- 
ity never excelled. Gladiolus exclusively since 
1923 

WEEKS GLADIOLUS GARDENS 
8132 N. River Road Salem, Oregon 


GLAD CATALOG... 
in full natural color 

Contains selection of best varieties 
for your garden. 

Send for your copy today 


GLADIOWWS 
vay D flaws GARDENS 
Rte. 3, Box 200-A GRESHAM, OREGON 
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Yellow 
DrespDEN—’51: Clear light yellow; com- 
pact and nicely ruffled. 
FROLIC—’S3: 
a huge red throat blotch. 
GaiLy CLap—’S1: 
FROLIC applies here also. 


GoLpetteE—’54: Excellent color value | 


and nicely ruffled. 


STATUETTE—'50: The best of them all. 


Buff 
FiGuriNE—'51: Yellowish buff with an 
odd russet-red throat mark. 


Orange 
LittLeE Gotp—’S0: The perfect color, 
and a bit of crinkling of floret edges. 


Salmon 
Lovety Mary—’S50: Beautiful color 
blendings and excellent spike formation. 
PETER PaN—’SO: Ruffled deep orange; 
a honey of a spike-maker. 
PIROUETTE—’52: Salmon, 
orange, and ruffled. 


Scarlet 
FLASHLIGHT—'53: A salmon and scarlet 
bicolor; nicely ruffled. 
ToyTOWN—’54: Orange tinted 
with a snappy yellow throat. 


leaning to 


scarlet 


Pink 
CHERUB—’54: Daintily colored but ro- 
bust in growth. 
CLaucAaRCY—’S52: Tall and stretchy with 
many open florets. 
GosBL_in—’54: A pleasing blend of pink 
and cream with slight ruffling. 
SKALAWAG—’53: Yellow throat set in 
the center of ruffled pink florets. 


Red 


FirtH AVENUE—’51: Beautiful deep 


shade, ruffled, and a good spike maker. | 
Grand Champion the | 


Zig Zic—’S4: 
year of its debut. Enough said! 

Rose 
Tony Boy—’S4: An intriguing novelty 
everyone will like. 


Lavender 
Jupy—'54: A huge cream throat makes 
this one outstanding. 
PINT SizeE—’54: Small and dainty, but 
it went to town at the shows. 


Purple 
We sorely need and still await some- 
thing new and worth while here. 


Violet 
PARMA VIOLETS—’S2: 
ure and a real eye-opener. 


Smoky 
Jor SmMoxe—’54: An unusual color with 
contrasting yellow throat. 
LitTLE Joz—’55: Chocolate with petals 
distinctly edged white. 
SPUNKY—’S1: 
one’s favorite. 


Any Other Color 
BaMBI—’54: Chartreuse with reddish 
throat and edges, and nicely ruffled. 
My DarLinc—’53: Grotesque but excit- 
ing rose and purple novelty, blotched 
yellow. 





Spectacular novelty with | 


The description for 


Excellent in stat- | 


A tiny one that’s every- 


STAHELIN’S 


SENSATIONAL 


“BRILLIANT” 


EVERBEARING 
STRAWBERRY 


(Plant Patent No. 1183). Now youcan 
have large, deliciously flavored straw- 
berries continually from spring until 
fall by planting Stahelin’s new, hardy, 
true-everbearer Brilliant. Produces 
up to 7000 quarts per acre. Berries 
absolutely red clear through. Makes 
plants freely. Order today. 


ee ee eee 


! INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
“BRILLIANT” $7.00 | | 
‘10 Strawberry Plants ‘|: Ppd. | 


| (Only 2 offers to a customer) 


Giant SCARLET 
BEAUTY 


JUNE BEARING 
STRAWBERRY 


Scarlet Beauty is the world’s greatest 
strawberry. The giant berries are bril- 
liant red in color and have a.delicious 
flavor. Scarlet Beauty plants have 
healthy foliage, are excellent plant 
makers, and produce as many or more 
quarts of berries per acre as Premier. 


|! INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
50 Scarlet Beauty 
50 Red Cluster 


| 
| 
(See description on opposite page) 
$4.85 | 

J 


Prepaid up to 
the 5th zone. 














STAHELIN’S NURSERIES 
Box $S-11, Bridgman, Michigan 





FREE CATALOG | 





FLOWER GROWER 





newRed Cluster 


JUNE BEARING STRAWBERRY 


3erries of the New Red Cluster are enormous 
in size the entire picking season. Flavor is excellent, 
and as none of their attractive color is lost in 
processing, they are perfect for freezing and can- 
ning. Commercial canners readily recognize this 
extraordinary feature and Red Cluster is in great 
demand wherever it is offered. Plants are sturdy, 
upright, have a large root system and velvety foli- 
age. Perfect flowering. Excellent plantmaker. Espe- 
cially adapted to wet soil without root damage, due 
to its immunity to Red Steele. The large pointed 
berries ripen a few days before Premier and will 
outproduce Premier by many quarts per acre. 


PRICES: 25 for $1.35; 50 for $2.35; 100 for $3.45; 
250 for $6.45; 500 for $10.25; 1000 for $18.50. 


FREE! Colorful Bargain Catalog. 36 pages — 
over 100 bargains in Roses, Fruit Trees, Fruit 
Plants, Flowering Shrubs, Evergreens, Peren- 
nials, Nut Trees. Especially featuring the new 
Strawberry Varieties: Armore, Scarlet Beauty, 
Empire, Brilliant, Vermilion, and Eden. Bar- 
gains that save you up to 20%. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Don’t delay. Write today. 





Hardy CHINESE CHESTNUT 


The Chinese Chestnut is absolutely blight resistant and 
very hardy. Produces nuts of fine flavor, larger than 
those obtained from the ordinary American variety. 
Trees are long-lived. Bearing age, 4-5’, each $3.75; 2 for 


$7.00. 2-3’, each $1.95; 2 for $3.70. Prices on 
larger quantities listed in our catalog. 


Send Your Order Today! 











FRE 
STAHELIN’S NURSERIES 


10) GR) 


Hardy 
CARNATIONS 


These lovely carnations 
come in five colors. You will 
like all of them. Long 
stemmed, beautifully colored. 
Very aromatic. Bloom all 
summer and fine for bou- 
quets. Flowers come in semi- 
double, single and double 
blooms all on the same plant. 
Very hardy. 

TRIUMPH — Glowing Pink 
KING OF BLACKS — 

Dark Maroon 
GOLDEN SUN — 

Brilliant Yellow 
SCARLET PRINCE—Bright Red 
Purity — Clear Pure White 


Prices: 40c each; 3 for $1.15 
Postpaid 


CARNATION OFFER 
5 Large Plants $] 75 
1 of each color 


10 Large Plants $9.95 


2 of each color 





Postpaid 











COLORFUL 1955 CATALOG 


WRITE FOR YOUR COPY TODAY! 


BRIDGMAN, MICHIGAN 





Outstanding NEW 
CRIMSON KING 
MAPLE 


Crimson King Maple is one of the 
most beautiful of all red leaf trees. 
It grows identical with the common 
maple only that it has deep red 
leaves from early Spring until late 
Fall. Originally from Norway, it is 
entirely hardy. Crimson King grows 
fast. We list only the small size 
trees as the large trees are hard to 
ship and considerably more expen 
sive. Prices: 4-5 ft. trees each $3.75; 
2 for $7.00, 4 for $13.00, (Add 25¢ 
per tree if to be shipped parcel post, 
otherwise sent by express.) 








Amazis orden Bargaits 


ORDER DIRECT FROM THIS AD 


THE “‘ALL-AMERICAN” EARLY BEARER 


STRAWBERRY 


Huge, Juicy Berries, 
Honey-Sweet All Through 


Ideal for backyard gardens! Tested as superior for freez- 
ing ... proven one of heaviest bearers . . . extremely 
hardy. Guaranteed. 

25 plants Ppd. $2.25 100 plants Ppd. $ 5.00 
50 plants Ppd. $3.50 250 plants Ppd. $10.45 


Tasty Berries In Just 60 Days... And All Summer 


New 20th CENTURY 


EVERBEARING STRAWBERRY 
You'll have loads of large, flavor-filled berries every day 
from spring to frost from your own backyard. Berries 
bright red... fine in texture. Grow anywhere. Guaran- 
teed to satisfy. Order today. 
25 plants Ppd. $2.50 
50 plants Ppd. $4.65 


100 plants Ppd. $ 7.95 
250 plants Ppd. $18.45 


Hundreds of Other Bargains in Big FREE Catalog 


Fruit Trees, best varieties including jumbo sizes. 

Dwarf Fruit Trees, pear, apple, cherry ... bear early. 

Dwarf Bush Cherries, bearing-age plants. 

Nut Trees, many varieties and sizes. 

Figs, Persimmons, Chinese Dates and Paw Paws. 

Asparagus, Rhubarb, Horseradish roots. 

Red Raspberries, including New Durham Everbearer. 

Blackberries, Dewberries, Boysenberries, bearing-age. 

Black Raspberries, including the New Purple Sodus. 

New Everbearing Black Raspberry, first ever offered. 

Grape Plants, Currants and Gooseberries. 

New Power-Packed Garden Seeds. 

@ Everblooming Tree Roses, leading varieties. 

® Azaleas, Mountain Laurel, American Holly, Rhododendrons. 

@ Buddleia ( Butterfly Bush) as low as 4 for $2.25. 

@ Shade and Ornamental Trees, all varieties including 
New Moraine Locust, Birch, Red Leaf Peach, Flowering Crab. 

@ Climbing Vines, many varieties and as low as 4 for $1.00 

@ Hedge Plants, as low as 100 for $5.95. 

@ Better Dahlia Tubers, as low as 12 for $2.00 postpaid. 

@ Canna Bulbs, as low as 12 for $2.00 postpaid. 

@ Gladiolus Bulbs, the newer, finer tall-growing varieties. 

@ Perennials, including Phlox and Mums. 


SEND FOR YOUR COPY TODAY 


ZILKE BROTHERS NURSERY 


BOX 610, Baroda, Michigan 





SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 


JUST 


50—20th Century Strawberries $7700 


50—Jumbo Strawberries 


MOST BEAUTIFUL SHADE TREE EVER 


CRIMSON KING MAPLE 


(Patent No. 735) 


Different ... exciting .. . exquisite! Leaves are deep crim- 
son color spring to fall. Grows tall and shapely giving ideal 
shade. Makes your yard the neighborhood showplace. 


3-4 ft. Tree 3-4 ft. Trees, 2 for $6.50 Ppd. 


$ 50 4-5 ft. Trees, $4.00 Ea., 2 for $7.50 Ppd 


Ppd. 5-6 ft. Trees, $5.25 Ea., 2 for $9.95 Ppd 





Here are answers to 
Gladiolus Questions 


by H. M. SHERMAN, JR. 


NEWLY-ELECTED PRESIDENT 
NORTH AMERICAN CLADIOLUS COUNCIL 


Q. The catalogs list so many varieties 
and they all look so good, how do I 
know which to buy for my region? 

A. Most of the varieties on the mar- 
ket should do well in any region pro- 
vided full sunshine and water are pro- 
vided. Late-flowering varieties may not 
be advisable for gardeners in very cold 
areas. The matter of selection, by and 
large, depends upon your color prefer- 
ence. 

Q. How large a bulb should I buy? 

A. To be correct, gladiolus grow 
from corms, not bulbs, that are graded 
in six sizes according to diameter. 
For exhibition, No. 1 corms of 1% 
inches or more produce the best flower 
spikes. If you do not want exhibition 
spikes, No. 2 corms produce excellent 
results. Size, however, is not every- 
thing. The more high crowned the corm 
is and the smaller the scar at its base, 
the better the growth and flowers will 
be. 

Q. How can I tell if the corms I buy 
are healthy? 

A. A healthy corm is plump and 
firm, similar to a first-rate potato. Pitted 
marks, discolorations and lack of gloss 
indicate that the corm is not of the 
best quality. A dried appearance sug- 
gests, as a general rule, that the corm 
has lost considerable vitality and should 
be avoided when you make your pur- 
chase. 

Q. Why do some corms cost so much 
more than others? 

A. Price is not the full indication of 
true value. When a variety is first intro- 
duced, the hybridizer frequently has 
only a limited stock and to pay for the 
time and labor involved in developing 
the new variety he may have to charge 
as much as $10 for each corm. When, 
after a number of years, the corms are 
in abundant supply, the law of supply 
and demand brings the cost down. 
Some of the best exhibition varieties 
today can be had for a nominal amount. 

Q. How deep and how far apart 
should I space the corms? 

A. Corms should be planted from 4 
to 6 inches deep, the heavier the soil, 
the more shallow the planting. Plant 
them 6 to 7 inches apart in rows 1 to 3 
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feet apart depending upon the type of 
cultivation you plan to use. 

Q. I don’t have space to grow them 
in rows. Is it possible for me to plant 
them among other flowers in my 
border? 

A. Yes, excellent spikes may be pro- 
duced from corms set among other 
flowers in groups of five or more spaced 
6 to 7 inches apart; but gladiolus, like 
corn, grow better in rows where they 
may be cultivated, hilled and fertilized 
easily. 

Q. What kind of soil must gladiolus 
have? 

A. Naturally the better the fertility 
and texture of soil the better the flow- 
ers will be, but the texture of your soil 
should not prevent you from enjoying 
this wonderful flower. 

Q. Do gladiolus need sunlight all day 
long? 

A. As I mentioned before, sunlight 
and water are essential. Naturally those 
planted in semi-shade and where there 
is root competition from shrubs or trees 
will not do as well as those planted in 
the open. 

Q. How often should I fertilize and 
is there any chance of burning with too 
much fertilizer? 

A. In my opinion, a well-prepared 
soil that has all the ingredients neces- 
sary for good root growth will produce 
far better spikes than a poor soil 
which requires frequent applications of 
commercial fertilizer. Superphosphate 
worked into the area to be planted in 
spring, will in most cases suffice. If the 
foliage is not dark green by the time 
it is 7 inches tall, 5-10-5 fertilizer may 
be applied between the rows, not touch- 
ing the base of the foliage, so that the 
soil is just covered by it. The fertilizer 
is then thoroughly watered into the soil. 
Have no fear of burning the growing 
corm if you apply fertilizer in this way. 

Q. Is it true that I can have some 
gladiolus in bloom all summer? 

A. Yes, definitely. Your catalog will 
indicate the number of days required 
from planting to flowering for each 
variety. With this information you can 
stagger plantings at one- or two-week 
intervals for continuous bloom from 


Gladiolus 


75 acres of the finest varieties to 
be had. We search the world for the 
very top introductions. Among the 
new outstanding varieties this year 
are: 

ERIN a large green variety—the first 
one ever produced—a fine novelty 
and top notch variety for any pur- 
pose. 

KING SIZE a huge tall pink that will 
beat anything in its class at the 
shows. 

PROSPECTOR exquisitely beautiful yel- 

low with amber lip. Wins for most 

beautiful in the show. 
HARRISBURGER the best red of recent 
introduction—-simply magnificent. 

| ROXANA new formal white. One cus- 

tomer wrote it was the best of 14 

whites in his garden. 


AP VLP AP OLP AP OLE AP AP AP OLD OLD 





These and 350 more are described in my 
catalog which many have told me is the 
best and most helpful glad catalog published 
Send 10 cents for a copy today. 


A = Strawberry 


| STRATFORD the finest and heaviest 
yielding late berry grown. Comes in 
between the regular crop and the 
ever bearers. The catalog tells all 
about this and Vermont Maple 
Syrup and other things. 


CHAMPLAIN VIEW GARDENS 
ELMER GOVE 

| Box 45 Burlington, Vermont § 
VOLPI! LD LP OLD LP OLP OLD LP AP OLD OLD OLD 


MINIATURE 6gladiolus 


from BAMBI to ZIG ZAG 





We catalog all of the ten leading recent 
introductions named in the North American 
Gladiolus Council’s 1955 Symposium 

For these and other fine new varieties as 
well as for more than a hundred of the older 
tried and proven select varieties you should 
rely on a specialist. Send now for your free 
copy of our 1955 catalog listing exclusively 


MINIATURE & SMALL TYPE GLADS 
SUMMIT GARDENS 


G. L. Pierce 





P. O. Box 567 Glen Ellyn, Hil. 





“ime PRIZE WINNING 


SLADIOLUS 


BEST QUALITY BULBS 
GIANTS and MINIATURES 
DOUBLES and DRAGONS 
NEWEST INTRODUCTIONS 
TIME TESTED STANDARDS 
BARGAIN COLLECTIONS 
WHOLESALE—RETAIL 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
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FREE Qtamond 
CATALOG World Famous Glads 


This year we are celebrating our 75th An- 
with a 
special 
Gladiolus Collections 
of outstanding quality—every bulb capable 
of producing extra large, exhibition quality 
There are hundreds of 
new varieties listed separately 


Send Post Card today for your FREE 
DIAMOND JUBILEE CATALOG 


KUNDERD GLADIOLUS FARMS 
Goshen 32, 


jut tilee 


handsome new catalog 
Diamond Jubilee 
There are selections 


old and 
Other flow- 











GLADIOLUS 


60 miniature and small 
glads so useful in ar- 
rangements for the 
home are described in 
our 1955 Catalog. Six 
new introductions plus 
the symposium winners 
in every color. Young, 
vigorous bulbs guar- 
anteed to give top 
performance. Also the 
new ruffled red 
EXCALIBUR which 
grows 58 inches tall 
with 34 inch flower- 
heads. Many double 
varieties described and 
reasonably priced. Send 
post card today. 


Chuck’s Glad Gardens 


Lerdal Street, Albert Lea, Minnesota 














Indiana 

> THORNLESS BEAUTY (RED) = 

> THORNLESS ‘BLUSH (PINK) © 
» The Roses g 
5 WithoutaThorn! > 
: Strong Healthy 2 
5 Bushes © 
® Quality above Price ® 
5 $2.50 each 5 
5 Both for $4.50 : 
5 6 for $12.00 © 
® of your choice, » 
e postpaid, 5 ® 
1O west of Miss. 0} 
@ river add 10% © 
> OUR 40th ANNIVERSARY : 
© Special discount 10% off above prices © 
@ also on all our New and Preferred Roses @ 
® available in our 1955 illustrated literature © 
® that will be send on request. 5 
Oo} > 
@N. GRILLO, Rosologist, Milldale, Conn. < 
@® Originator of world’s Ist H. T. Thornless Rose @ 





IRIS Lovers Everywhere 
To save money on cream of the crop selections 
Send now for our NEW CATALOGUE IN COL- 
OR .25¢. Double that back with $5.00 or more 


rder 
ee IRIS and HEMEROCALLIS 


LYONS IRIS GARDENS 
7041-D Woodman Avenue, Van Nuys, California 


WANT TO READ THE MOST INTERESTING, 
HOMEY AND DOWN TO EARTH yo so 
YOU HAVE EVER RECEIVED? ny 


D BEST CHAMPIONSHIP GLADI. 
OLUS FOR YOUR SPRING GARDEN? Then Write 
For One Free. 


BRUCE COLLINS 


8844 RIVER ROAD UTICA, MICHIGAN 





are GLORIOSA 


CLIMBING LILY 


Exotic! Vines grow 5 feet or 
more — bearing most unusual 
flowers of brilliant red and 
yellow. Long blooming season 
excellent for corsages and 
Startling flower arrangemients. 


$1.10 each - 3 for*3.00 
10 for*9.50 °°: 


Paid 
Send for Spring Catalog 


STASSEN FLORAL GARDENS sox 17. rosurw ucts. xv. 





DAHLIAS 


Newest and best——-400 varieties—all 
sizes and types. Supreme quality to meet 
the exacting demands of leading exhibi- 
tors and discrimirsting growers. 


DAHLIA BLUE BOOK 


Our 72 page profusely illustrated 
catalog contains comprehensive descrip- 
tions, up-to-date cultural directions, and 
other useful information. Write now for 
your free copy. 


ROCKY RIVER 
DAHLIA GARDENS 
Dept. F. 


19111 Story Rd. 
Rocky River 16, Ohio 








HOLLY TREES.—4 year old transplants, guaran- 
teed to have red berries. Pot grown, 12-24’. 
Six varieties: English Holly, “Green Maid’’ 
and ‘Silver Queen.’’ (variegated). Chinese 
Holly, Cornuta and Burfordi. American Holly, 
llex Opaca, and East Palataka. 

BIRCHES.—-European with white bark, 3 year 
old transplants, 4-6 feet, branched. 

DOGWOOD.—White flowering. 3-4 feet, branched 
Pink flowering, 18-24, branched. 

MAGNOLIAS.—3 year transplants, 2-3 feet, con- 
tainer grown. M. Soulangeana, rose-pink 
flowers, M. Soul. Nigra, purple red flowers, 


M. Rustic Rubra, dark red flowers. 
Price: $6.75—for 3 and $10.50 for 6 trees. 
Express charges collect 
SPRING LAKE FARMS, 
60 Wall Church Road 


INC. 
Belmar, N. J. 
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early July until frost, or even earlier in 
Southern climates. 

Q. Last summer I tried a few glad- 
iolus and while I did not follow all the 
advice you have given me so far, a 
few flowers turned brown and barely 
opened. What could have caused this? 

A. From your description it would 
appear that thrips caused the damage. 
Thrips is an insect that is too small to 
see with the naked eye. If you dust or 
spray the foliage with DDT every two 
to three weeks, you should experience 
no difficulty from them. 

Q. Would you stake up gladiolus as 
they grow? 

A. Well, yes and no! When I grow 
my gladiolus 6 or 7 inches apart, they 
do not require any support. However, 
on my tall exhibition spikes, a stake 
properly used serves as_ insurance 
against wind and rain damage. 

Q. Getting back to fertilizer, would 
the new foliage fertilizer sprays help me 
get blooms like I see in florist windows? 

A. Those of us who grow gladiolus 
for exhibition resort to much experi- 
mentation with liquid fertilizer, foliar 
sprays and the like to get the most out 
of each corm. Those you see in your 
florist’s window are probably grown 
under average culture, such as we have 
been talking about, and there is no rea- 
son why you can’t achieve the same re- 
sults in your garden 

Q. But, the few I grew last year were 
not nearly as good as the ones I saw 
in the florist’s. 

A. Well, you didn’t follow all of the 
practices we have been talking about, 
according to what you said earlier, and 
this would have something to do with 
your poor results. But let me say this: 
I would prefer to pay 50 cents for a 
corm I know to be healthy and from a 
reliavle cataloger than to plant ten 
corms at 5 cents apiece that were in- 


ferior in quality. You can’t compare 
a jet plane with a Wright brothers’ 
model except to say that they will both 


fly. 

Q. Must gladiolus be cultivated fre- 
quently or should I mulch them to pre- 
vent weeds? 

A. The advocates of mulching are on 
the increase as the practice serves to 
retain moisture and provide a cooler 
soil temperature for the roots. Fre- 
quent cultivation if water is available 
will prove equally satisfactory. 

Q. When should I cut the flower 
spikes and may I use some of the foli- 
age with my arrangements? 

A. Cut the spikes for arranging when 
two florets have opened. Leave at least 
four leaves on the plant in order that 
the corm which is being created for 
next year’s use may mature properly. 
Use extra leaves in your arrangement. 

Q. How can I prevent crooked 
stems? 
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A. Crooked stems are troublesome 
and are caused for the most part by 
climatic conditions. If plants are hilled | 
up in such a way that growth is per- 
pendicular, crooked spikes will be kept | 
to a minimum. 

Q. Some of the florets on my spikes 
last year were speckled and streaked. 
I thought they looked nice until a friend 
said they were diseased. Could he have 
been correct? 

A. Your friend was probably cor- 
rect. Sometimes, however, streaking is 
caused by rain and intense heat. Bulbs 
from reliable sources should not be 
diseased and if you store your bulbs 
properly over the winter you should not | 
have to be concerned about it. 

Q. Will my gladiolus come up again 
next year if I leave them in the ground | 
over the winter? 

A. In some climates gladiolus left | 
outdoors in the ground over winter re- 
appear the following season. This is | 
not a good practice to follow, however, | 
as the corms are subject to rot. 

Q. How should I store the corms 
over winter? 

A. After the foliage has died down, 
the corm is dug and dried for about 
six weeks. Then the old corm is broken 
from the new one, the little cormlets 
are removed and saved if desired, and 
the new corm is placed in a cool loca- 
tion over winter where the tenyperature 
is about 40°. They should not dry out | 
and should be ventilated. There are 
fungicides available that you could dust 


the corms with when you store them, + y « 
as a precaution against disease. j I lE W ORLD S 


Q. When I dig up my gladiolus, what 


;' ‘th < om . T > 
ita eee || LEADING GLAD BOOK 


A. The cormlets will, with patience, 
over several years, produce flowering- 159 Varieties — 57 in Full Color 
sized corms. Store them over winter or ° > 

; ; 21 “Living- Pictures” by Carl Starker 
as you do the large corms, then in 
spring plant them in shallow trenches Offers Money Saving Collections 


and care for them as you do the large —_ P 
‘ ae e 48 Exciting Pages in All 
corms. You will have small No. 5 or 


No. 6 sized corms the following year. 


yee pyre, S AMERICA’S MOST COLORFUL GLAD CATALOGUE 


gladiolus that - worth exhibiting? ! YOU CAN DEPEND on our catalogue to give you truthful and accurate 
read about gladiolus shows in FLOWER ; 


Grower and wonder how I could go descriptions of the world’s most talked of varieties. Catalogue 

about entering some of my finest features a number of the year’s leading introductions. Packed 

blooms in them? - from cover to cover with ideas for the more complete enjoyment 
A. With respect to exhibiting gladi- of gladiolus in your home. 

cceene aimamenn dide 0c <a SEND 25¢ TODAY FOR YOUR COPY OF EVERY GLAD-LOVERS “HANDBOOK” ! 

The grand champion spike is usually ~ 

one that has twenty-two to twenty-four NOWETA GARDENS 

buds and from seven to ten open flo- 

rets all in good condition. At -_ gladi- Box F-1 + St. Charles, Minn. 

olus show you will find plenty of per- Canadian Address: Box F-204 + Burlington, Ontario 

sons anxious and willing to explain 

how spikes are exhibited and how entry 

tags are filled. One of the thrills from STREET 

the gladiolus is to see your own spikes 

in competition with those of others.¢ City vent ZONE STATE 


NAME 





























SEE NEXT PAGE FOR CHECK LIST 
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Don’t let overwintering in- 
sects damage your fruit trees, 
shade trees and ornamentals. Before 
the new growth starts, spray with 
Scalecide. It's the safest and most 
effective Superior dormant oil spray. 
Economical, too—one gallon makes 
50 gallons of spray. 1 pint, 75¢; 1 
at., $1.15; 1 gal., $2.75° 

When your fruit trees leaf 
out apply Pratt's Fruit Tree Spray, 
a complete spray for all types of 
fruit. Controls chewing insects and 
fungous diseases, on apples, pears, 
peaches, plums, etc. 1 lb., 85¢: 3 
lbs., $1.45° 


Order now from your seed, hard- 
ware or garden supply store. If your 
deaier can’t supply you. order direct. 


“Slightly higher West of Mississippi 
River 


Write for free Spray Program 


B. G. PRATT CO. 
197 Twenty First Ave., 
Paterson, N. J. 
There's a Pratt Spray 
for Every Need 


The 
SUPERIOR 


DORMANT 
SPRAY 








[FROM PRECEDING PAGE] 











Your Check List of 
Reliable Gladiolus 
for All Sections 


@ This list of reliable gladiolus vari- 
eties for all sections of the country 
was prepared for FLOWER GROWER 
readers by H. M. Sherman, Jr., re- 
cently-elected president of the North 
American Gladiolus Council. For 
ways to grow gladiolus, see page 53. 


White: Florence Nightingale ¢ 
Mother Fischer @ Sierra Snow @ 
White Symphony @ Crusader 


Cream: Connie G @ Leif Erics- 
son @ Lake Placid 


Yellow: Sundance @ Gold Oriole 
Buff: Patrol @ Quiberon @ Pact- 


olus 


Scarlet: Red Wing @ Dieppe @ 
San Souci @ Firegleam 


Red: Red Charm @ Lea Gorham 
@ Mid-America @ Early Red 

Black Red: Black Cherry 

Pink: Spic and Span @ Friend- 
ship @ C. D. Fortnam @ Phantom 
Beauty 

Purple: Rajah @ King David 

Lavender: Elizabeth the Queen @ 
Falcon @ Francesca @ Penelope @ 
Noweta Rose 

Rose: Burma @ Elmer’s Rose @ 


Chamouny @ Miss Wisconsin @ 
Madeline Hefty 


Orange: Atlantic @ Daisy Mae @ 
Circe @ October Sunshine 


Blue and Violet: Ravel @ Abu 
Hassan @ Blue Lagoon e@ Blue 
Bonnet 


Salmon: Boldface @ Polynesia @ 
Dolly Varden @ Chinook 


Smokies: Stormy Weather @ Sand- 
man @ Dusty Miller 

Other Colors: South Seas @ Vaga- 
bond Prince @ Buckeye Bronze 














BLACK TOPSOIL 


If you are going to buy some topsoil 
this spring, don’t be fooled into thinking 
that the blackest soil is the most fertile. 
Often, it’s not. Generally speaking, a 
black soil contains a lot of organic mat- 
ter such as peat or well-decayed leaves. 
However, a few unscrupulous dealers 
have been known to add charcoal to 
inferior quality soil to give it a “fertile” 
look. 





SUPER- QUALITY 














OUR NEW 1955 SPRING 
CATALOG IS NOW READY 


GLADIOLUS, LILIES 
BEGONIAS, DAHLIAS, 


and Many Other Varieties of 
BULBS, TUBERS, etc. 
of de JAGER’S Renowned Superior 
Quality at Moderate Prices. 


de JAGER Superb Quality Bulbs 
are known the world over for their 
high productivity and beautiful 
blooms. 


Bulbs sent Post Paid 
in the U. S. 

Send today for your 

FREE copy of de JAGER’S 

New 1955 Spring Catalog 





f de Jage: & Sons, Ine. 


REE 








PROTECTO 


BUCKWHEAT HULL 
GARDEN MULCH 


ey 


C PROTECTS 7> 


Reduce Garden Toil 


Eliminate back-breaking cultivating and 
weeding. PROTECTO, the perfect Buckwheat 
Hull Mulch discourages weeds, keeps moisture 
in the ground, lowers soil temperature and 
improves the appearance of your flower beds, 
rock gardens and vegetable areas. Econom- 
ical and easy to use. 50 pounds covers an 
} area approximately sixty-five square feet, 
to a depth of one inch. Mail your order 
today for this perfect garden mulch. 





McKENZIE MILLING COMPANY 
QUINCY, MICHIGAN FG-3 


Ship me the following F. O. B. Quincy. My 
check is enclosed. (No C. O. D. Please). 


200 Ibs. $5.00 - 1000 Ibs. $20.00 

500 Ibs. $11.00 ___2000 Ibs. $35.00 
Name ee —oO 
Address 





City State ___. 
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FREE 
CATALOG 


Send today for this fine illustrated 
catalog listing one of America’s 
largest collections of Chrysanthe- 
mums, Iris, Daylilies, Poppies, and 
countless other Perennials and 
Rockery plants. It pronounces all 


the botanical names. 





HARDY EARLY 
ENGLISH 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


The pinnacle of outdoor garden va- 
rieties. By disbudding, you can 
produce giant blossoms like the 
above picture. The following are 
all newly imported sorts from the 
finest English growers. 


Select any 3 for $3.50; 
6 for $6.25; all 10 for $9.50 ppd. 
ALFRETON MASTERPIECE — immense 


blooms with twisted petals. Deep 
chrome yellow. 


DOMINATOR—Very early bright pink 
with huge formal type blossoms. 


DUSKY QUEEN — Deep black-crimson. 
Large reflexing high built flowers. 


EVANGELINE—Huge fiat blossoms of 
exquisitely delicate shell pink. 
FLAMING TORCH—Flashy scarlet red 


reflex type. Striking golden reverse. 
GOLDEN CLOUD—Beautiful creamy yel- 
low with strongly incurved center. 
HONOR BRIGHT—Gigantic rose pink 
with lustrous silvery sheen. 
SHEILA PAGE—Spiky petaled blossoms 
of deep velvety crimson. 
SUPERLATIVE—Tremendous solid _ in- 
curved blooms of purest snow white. 


TIBSHELF IDEAL—Huge flowers of bril- 
liant golden amber. Very early. 


LAMB NURSERIES 


E. 101 Sharp Spokane 2, Wash. 
Box F-35 
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TV gardener 


coast to coast 


HERE IS ONE MAN WHO GARDENS 
in more than his own back yard. 





His name is Will Peigelbeck and 
one of his gardens is in the studios 
of NBC-TV where the _ network’s 
“Home” show originates daily, Monday 
through Friday. When Will digs a tree, 
waters an African-violet or 


deners from coast to coast are on him. 

At the television studio he is known 
as “Home’s” garden editor, but FLOWER 
GROWER editors discovered when talk- 


_ ing to Will here at our office that he is, 





| work together. 


| rying a copy of 


above all, a gardener. He spends many 
hours at his farm in New Jersey pre- 
paring the tips on gardening that he 
demonstrates on television. 

Our interview with Will had to do 
with FLOWER GROWER working with 
him on “Home,” and it seemed logical 





plants a | 
rose, the eyes of homemakers and gar- | 


for the national garden magazine and | 


| 


NBc-Ty | 





ARBOR DAY and Will Peigelbeck and 
son, Gary, show TV audience of “Home” 
show how to plant and care for a tree. 


a national broadcasting company to 
That is just what we 
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PYRAMID 


\\\\ 


Adds interest and beauty to your 
garden. Produces a bigger and 


better crop of berries. 5 ft. size 
... just right for 50 plants |. 
PAIALBQPE 


COMPLETE Soe 
FOR ONLY 
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L0th Century Miracle 


STRAWBERRY 


EVERBEARING 





are doing. The arrangement has turned | 


out to be a happy one and we hope 
you will look in on Will on your local 
TV stations. He will probably be car- 
FLOWER GROWER. 
“Home” is broadcast over eighty sta- 


tions across the country. In the Eastern | 


time zone it is seen from 11 a.m. to 
noon; Central zone, 10 to 11 a.m; 
Mountain zone, 9 to 10 a.m., and 
Pacific zone, 11 to 12 noon. 


Arlene Frances is the vivacious lady 
who heads the program, and _ besides 
gardening information, “Home” pre- 
sents fashions, cooking, decorating, 








% MORE BERRIES *& BETTER COLOR 
¥%& LARGER SIZE *%& FINER FLAVOR 
*% TOPS FOR FREEZING 


THE STRAWBERRY SUPREME. The everbeorer 
with true strawberry flavor—that sweet, tangy 
taste you never tire of. So easy to grow. Thrives 
anywhere. Requires no fuss . . . no pampering 
tein’ it just bears and bears from spring through 
al 


25 pits.—$2.95 50 plts.— $4.95 
100 pits.—$8.95 200 plts.—$15.00 


Shipped at planting time—Guaranteed, Prepaid 


SPECIAL! WE WANT YOU TO TRY THIS NEW 


OUTSTANDING STRAWBERRY. 


It’s ideal for Pyramid growing! We'll send you the 
5 foot Pyramid and 50 plants 


bs 
COMPLETE FOR ONLY $4990 
S ppd. 
MAIL THIS COUPON WITH CHECK OR M.0. TODAY! 
MINNETONKA NURSERIES 
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Here are 
the Complete 
Contents of 


“A TREASURY 
GARDENING” 
THE GARDEN WRIT- 
ERS, by John R. Whiting. 
g Illustrated with charming 
and picturesque old _ pic- 
tures. 
ALL THE HOME GAR- 
DENERS, by T. H. Ever- 
a ett. A look at special 
plants and special kinds 
of gardeners ... amateur 
hybridizers, wildflowers 
enthusiasts, rose growers 
and all. With 32 illustra- 
tions. 
A GARDENER'S STORY 
OF THE SOIL, by Mon- 
g ftague Free. The knowl- 
edge of soil and plants, 
of roots and water, of 
nutrients and of seasons 
. told by a master of 
home garden how-to-do-it 
instruction. 
A PICTORIAL GARDEN 
CALENDAR, from Colo- 
gq hial Williamsburg. Twelve 
full page prints of the 
famous Furber Flower 
Prints, suitable for fram- 
ing. 


AND MAN _iIN- 
VE NTED FLOWERS, by 
Dr. R. Milton Carleton. 
The wonderful story of 
today’s new plants for 
your garden. 


THE GARDENS OF 
AMERICA, by Marjorie 
P. Johnson. Photographs 
by Gottscho-Schleisner. A 
truly unusual and beau- 
tiful study of all kinds 
of landseaping. 
PROGRESS IN PLANT 
SCIENCE, by Dr. P. P. 


Pirone. Here are insecti- 
cides, soil conditioners, 
plant foods, growth con- 
trol chemicals and all the 


rest of modern garden- 
ing—brought up to date. 
2 KITCHEN GAR- 

IN, by F. F. Rockwell. 


Month-by-month instruc 
tions for growing the 
finest vegetables you have 
ever tasted! 


TREES, by Robert S. 
Lemmon. Ornamental and 

. shade trees, in beautiful 
full color. An exquisite 
guide for every home- 
owner. 


THE GARDEN CLUB 
STORY, by Helen 8S. Hull. 
Civic improvement, flower 
arranging, roadside devel 
opment—the full story of 
all the garden” clubs. 
Illustrated. 


To order 


) 
6 
7 
Qk 
9 
10. 


opposite 
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family affairs and shopping news. It 
is truly a unique program. 

When you see Will, you will find 
that he has a real knack for making 
seemingly difficult garden procedures 
easy. This results no doubt from his 
work with horticulture students in 
various vocational schools and from 
his long TV experience prior to joining 
“Home.” He has always been linked 
with gardening and was graduated from 
Rutgers University College of Agricul- 
ture. He lived on a New Jersey farm 
most of his life and is still a farmer 
at heart. He gets up at six in the 
morning in order to arrive at the 
“Home” studio in time for rehearsals. 
He doesn’t mind because it gives him 
time later on in the day to devote to 


gardening and, FLOweR GROWER edi- | 


tors hope, time for writing, since Will 
has promised an article on foundation 
plantings that will be published in the 
April issue of FLOwER GRoWER.® 








Symposium Speaker 
Receives Award 


@ Persons attending the Colonial 
Williamsburg Garden Symposium 
this month will have an opportunity 
to hear and speak with Alden Hop- 
kins, resident landscape architect at 
Colonial Williamsburg, who was 
singularly honored recently for his 
conspicuous service in the world of 
gardening by being presented an 
award and honorarium by the 
Sarah Gildersleeve Fife Memorial 
Fund. 

This award is bestowed each year 
in memory of Sarah Gildersleeve 
Fife, a former president of the 
Garden Club of America and a 
chairman of the advisory council of 
the New York Botanical Garden for 
many years. This year’s award was 
made during the Williamsburg 
Antiques Forum in February by 
Mrs. Harry T. Peters and Mrs. Her- 
man G. Place, past-presidents of 
the Garden Club of America. 

Mr. Hopkins will speak at the 
first garden symposium session, 
March 8 through 11, on “What 
Garden Designers of Today Can 
Learn From the Past,” and at the 
second session, March 15 through 
18, he will talk on “The Colonial 
Garden in Modern Life.” Mr. Hop- 
kins came to the restored city in 
1941. Even then colonial gardens 
were quite familiar to him since 
he had been with the office of re- 
search and restoration of the Mount 
Vernon Ladies Association. In 
addition to his private practice, he 
has been associated with many 
restorations of historical Virginia 
mansions. He was educated at 
Rhode Island College, Massachu- 
setts State College, Harvard and the 
American Academy in Rome. 

















A special book 
for the readers 
of FLOWER GROWER 


A Goldmine of Beautiful Pictures 
and Fascinating Information for 
Every Gardener and Nature Lover. 


Here, in one large, luxuriously 
illustrated volume, is the word- 
and-picture story of gardening in 
America. Whether your gardening 
interests lie in formal gardens or 
window boxes, flower arranging or 
puttering around the backyard, or 
if you simply delight in all the 
beauties of nature, this bountiful 
book will be a glamorous and use- 
ful addition to your bookshelf. 


Written by well-known garden 
authorities and illustrated with 
photographs and paintings by 
famous garden photographers and 
artists, A TREASURY OF AMER- 
ICAN GARDENING is a book for 
browsing, for factual information, 
and above all, for enjoyment. 


Here you will find the timeless 
grace of early American gardens 
and the modern simplicity of the 
perennial garden next door. You 
will ‘read about the battle of sci- 
ence against insects and disease and 
the latest developments in new 
plants. You will see for the first 
time in the pages of a book’a com- 
plete set of the famous Furber 
flower prints from Colonial Wil- 
liamsburg and a portfolio of four- 
color illustrations of America’s 
most popular trees. 

This is not just another garden 
book! In A TREASURY OF 
AMERICAN GARDENING is 
gathered all of the best in garden 
illustration and information from 
the past and ‘the present. This is a 
book you will pick up and read 
over and over again—no matter 
what the season, no matter what 
your garden interests may be. 


To order your copy of 


A TREASURY 
OF AMERICAN 
GARDENING 


Use the coupon below while there 
is still time. 


Although the regular price of this lovely book is 
$7.50, if you order immediately you may obtain a 
copy for just $6.50. 


Mail to: 


Treasury of American Gardening, Room 2611 
Grand Central Terminal Building, 
New York 17, New York 


Please send me copies of A TREASURY 
OF AMERICAN GARDENING, at $6 


50 per copy, 
postage paid 
(1 Check or money order enclosed 
0 Send C.O.D., I will pay shipping charges 
RE i vcs ndewvetnndsec0ssétasbdteesedcbosedece 
BBR occ cds cccncsesccccccccvccscccessececs 
Bk nbaccccdevsncsccncasencees STATE .n.ccee 
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Plant Peonies 
in the Spring? 


by FRANCIS P. TIKALSKY 


F COURSE YOU CAN! Like most 
gardeners, you have probably al- 
ways restricted your planting to 


fall, but if you fail to get your peonies 
into the ground or if there is some 


variety you want “right now,” our | 


advice is: go ahead! 


They can not only be planted when | 


spring is in the air, but they can be 


planted with full assurance that they | 


will obtain the same end result as when 
fall-planted. 

Why has this fact been kept from 
gardeners? Actually, it hasn’t. Though 
few—if any—circulars and catalogs 
sent out by commercial growers in- 
clude any specific advice against spring 
planting, few recommend it—and for 
a good reason. Many growers do not 
have cold storage facilities that would 





enable them to deliver high-grade | 


dormant roots in profitable quantities 
in the spring. 

It is possible to successfully dig, di- 
vide and replant roots in early spring 
before growth has actually started, but 
there is very little time between dor- 
mancy and spring growth, so that under 
the most ideal conditions few roots 
could be sold by a grower attempting 
this system. Most growers are, there- 





fore, not concerned with spring ship- | 


ment. 


Peony growers who are also in the | 
commercial cut-flower trade have ideal | 


storage facilities to carry over dormant 
roots and should be able to deliver 
excellent.stock in the spring of the year. 

I, for one, did not accept the pro- 
fessed successes of  spring-planted 
peonies without testing them for my- 
self. I took a root of a given variety 
from storage and planted it in the 
spring. During the following fall, I 
Selected a root of the same variety 
with a comparable root system and of 
the same size and planted it next to 
the first so the soil conditions would 
be the same. After the latter had been 
in the soil for two years, both were 
dug and examined. The spring-planted 
division had a more advanced root de- 
velopment. 

Then, I reversed the procedure, 
planting a root in the fall, followed by 
a spring-planted root of the same va- 
riety from storage. After both had two 
seasons of growth, the fall-planted one 
showed the better root growth, although 
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CHRYSANTHEMUMS 
FRENCH VARIETIES 


Heros Jean Guizonnier—Light purple, tipped 


ROI 





Ami Charles Souchet—Sport of the above va- 
riety, exactly the same except for color, which 
is a beautiful deep Rosewood, petals gold 
tipped. These are sturdy plants, which grew to 
large exhibition blooms of seven inches, with- 
out disbudding. Blooms early Oct. 75¢ per 
rooted cutting. We also list six other French 
Novelties, that require disbudding, and bloom 
about Oct. 28. 
Heros Jean Guizonnier EARLY EXHIBITION 
JAPANESE EXHIBITION Maestro—Ball shaped white 
Albatross—solid white Inc. Eamon Andrews——Orange apricot 
Yellow Dennis Wroe—Interlacing yellow Alfreton Masterpiece -Yellow 
ese RchinennBetate Oochid nt Shirley Velvet—Velvety dark red 
atsy opinson right rchid inc , Drift—Pure white 
Linette Vaissade—Satiny rose, French Quill Doreen Monte—Bright rose pink 
4 — 1 each — $3.00 — Postpaid 6—1 each — $3.00 Postpaid 


FREE LIST ON REQUEST 


A. LADYGO NURSERY 


4800 Van Epps Road Cleveland 9, Ohio 






















Special Introductory Offer! 


NEW PLUM SIZE 
STRAWBERRIES 


ms 


500 for $15.00 
1000 for $25.00 


Each plant yields @ pints a year! 


ThousandsofGiantBerries Ensy to Grow! Winter-Hardyt 

Most amazing new strawberry! Guaranteed! Money-Back Anytime 
NOW READY '!-—Stern’s miracle Complete satisfaction unconditionally guaranteed! If 
“EMPIRE”! Enormous producers disappointed in any way, keep plants without charge! 
—each plant averaged 6 pints a 

year. They resist drought—actually Delivery at Proper Planting Time in Your Section _ 
thrive in hot dry weather. Magnifi- * 

cent flavor! Big, firm, sweet, extra ae . beeper , — ¥ — es _ 
juicy and red! nd my straw rp ants. If not de- 


lighted, you will return my money— keep plants with- i 
Our Finest Grade Plants out charge. (Send check or money order) 


| 
i 

Official! Largest No. 1 size—the i Check Amount 
I 



























best and biggest grade. Strong well (_] 50 tor $2.50 
developed crowns and roots with- (] 100 for $4.00 
stand severe winter conditions. C1 s00 tor $15.00 Adévess, 

STERN’S NURSERIES | 2 seis :25.00 seve we 


GENEVA, WN. Y. a Postpaid 


dhe cme cm ee ce ee ee es es oe os es es os ed) 
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both had the same number of growing 


wo r | d fa m oO u Ss seasons. In both experiments, the 


peony that was planted earliest did the 
best. 


P. ° ° ° Since seeing is believing, I can sin- 
rige Winning cerely recommend that gardeners try 
their hand this spring at planting 


peonies—if they follow the advice given 
below. 


GET GREATER SATISFACTION! Pointers 
ORDER BY MAIL 
DIRECT FROM THIS ADVERTISEMENT! . DO get your roots from a well- 


known grower. 
Since our founding back in 1868 we have acquired ™ “ 
an enviable world-wide reputation as an outstanding . DO buy roots from growers who as- 
grower and originator of the finest Peonies. We have : i 4 . ‘ eC 
grown and tested most every known variety keeping sure you: that the roots were dug 
only the very best. We know you will be more in the fall and carried over in 
than pleased when you make your omy | selections i é 
from our large and complete stocks. Brand’s large select cold storage. 
divisions are of rare quality and enormous size . . . much we carat ‘ nti ater. 
larger and far superior in quality than those offered =i DO give careful attention to water 
by most nurseries who sell at special bargain prices. ing plants set out in the spring. 
Because we know our Brand divisions are better and will bring ae 
quicker blooms, we are proud to offer the following collections. 
PLANT PEONIES EARLY THIS SPRING. These roots will have the entire summer in which to make root 
growth and by the spring of 1956 every plant should be giving fine bloom. Our divisions are large and for 
quality they cannot be excelled. 


LARGE SELECT DIVISIONS 


How Peonies Are Wintered 





PHOTOGRAPHS BY AUTHOR 


A HIGH RATED AN ALL TIME FAVORITE ARTISTIC SINGLE AND 


DEPENDABLE FOUR STANDARD COLLECTION JAPANESE TYPES 
All rated above 9. 


9.1 HENRY WEBSTER 9.1 FRANCES WILLARD Distinctly Different and 


A pleasing late midseason \ pleasing midseason blush Decorative 
: "$2.00 white with carmine touch 


red 

ORE ft teceteiey 1 ee 
A midseason pure lacy 300 a tele Sein aeety. ate FLANDERS FiELD 

9.1 MARTHA BULLOCH 


season red $1.50 \ vivid red. 
A late midseason deep pink 9.3 MONS. JULES ELIE HARRIET OLNEY 
$3.00 An early medium pink. .$1.50 \ true deep rose...... $1.50 
9.1 MYRTLE GENTRY 9.0 SARAH BERNHARDT MANKATO 


Very fragrant late light pink \ late midseason pin $1.50 \ waxy pure white - $2.00 
$2.00 


cana A Total Value of $6.50 A Total Value of 7.50 
A Total Value of. . $10.00 SPECIAL SPRING OFFER SPECIAL SPRING OFFER 
SPECIAL SPRING OFFER $6.00 ppd. $5.00 ppd. 


$8.50 ppd. : 
ORDER DIRECT FROM THIS AD. DIVIDING: After they are dug in 


DAHLIAS 6 fine bulbs, all FALL BLOOMING ASTERS Mrs. Scott Elliott COLUMBINE the fall, the peony roots are separated 

. . n e . . a 
labelled, all colors, all will yg ed Rae | Gorden aneel a Scvofeitt into three- to five-eye divisions. 
bloom this season. $2.25 ppd. tg wade "ie searee by seiected for soft, blue tones 
a one ee S FIELD GROWN PLANTS $2.50 
i toes asters ... trong Fie om 
DAY LILLIES 6 fine varieties grown plants in white, red, 12 PLANTS $4.25 _ postpaid 
all labelled, all distinctly dif- shades of blue and pink. $2.25 
ferent. Many colors. $3.50 ppd. ppd. 


> 
BEAUTIFUL PHLOX OWN 
Of Our Selection! fran. ROOT 


10 fine field grown Phlox, all 


different . . . or your choice of FRENCH LILACS 


color, all labeled and true to 




















nome If one wishes lilacs in color... 
10 FIELD GROWN PHLOX red, white, pink and blue (all named) 
$3.75 ppd in the older standard varieties, we 
; ° offer FOUR FINE OWN ROOT 
FRENCH LILACS of our selection, 
WE ALSO HAVE FINE all correctly labeled, all distinctly 
FLOWERING CRABS, ORNAMENTALS different. 
AND ALL KINDS OF PERENNIALS All 4 for $10.00 ppd. 











TRIMMING: Each division is trimmed 
—~~~~— SEND FOR OUR BEAUTIFUL CATALOG . imi > 3s, leaving 
(iitustrated in full color and crammed with planting information to eliminate large, fleshy roots, lea me 
{ plus wonderful collections of your favorite varieties. only the more vigorous specimens. 


BRAND PEONY FARMS | 134 E, DIVISION ST., FARIBAULT, MINN. 
=a" f-T ae Alalial:| 


you need to know 


ABOUT LAWNS 








ailable to every homeowner, Best in quality and size! Per- 
a one edition of Mock’s Super- ennial flowers form the back- 
turf LAWN-O-GUIDE—40-page bone of any garden. Our list 


lawns. It’s ‘a . 
reference manual on 2 ‘sae of varieties contains the nawest 
: . easy reference, contains 
indexed fos ‘ilustrations, covers all and the old standbys. Start 
rane of lawn building and main- your garden today by sending for our catalog— a ; > 
ases @ ? , 

tenance. It's FEE le cad Dealt wikis EXAMINING: Author Tikalsky ex- 

4 S rf Lawn Se a : ; 
Tee yriting direct to the Mock PITZONKA’S amines each specimen carefully. This 


Seed Company, Pittsburgh 30, Pa. Qunp Camm and tamnery | is a near-perfect division. Note eyes. 
| BRISTOL, PA. BOX 135 | CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE| 


bee 2 pe fe 4 








FLOWER GROWER 





LABELING: When spring-planting 
time comes, there should never be any 
surprises. Each root is labeled. 


STORING: Divisions are placed—sev- 
eral to a box—in moist sawdust or 
vermiculite; then go in cold storage.® 


e 
VALUE OF MANURE 


Contrary to general belief, manure 
has its most beneficial effect in improv- 
ing the condition of the soil, not in 
adding nutrients to it. Actually, manure 
is but a very low analysis fertilizer, and 
an unbalanced one at that, since it con- 
tains roughly 0.5% nitrogen, 0.25% 
phosphorous and also 0.5% potassium. 
Because of its low phosphorous content, 
superphosphate is often added to 
manure before it is applied to the soil. 
If you are able to obtain barn manure 
for your garden, be sure it’s well-rotted 
before applying it to the soil, add super- 
phosphate to it and apply it liberally. 


MEASURE THE WATER 


Recently splendid little devices called 
“tensiometers” have been developed that 
will tell you when your plants need 
water. Actually these measure the ten- 
sion by which the water .is held to the 
soil particles. When there is ample 
water in the soil there is little tension, 
but as the soil dries out the water is 
held to the soil particles with greater 
tension. 

With one or two of these installed in 
early summer in key places (near 
plants that require a lot of water) the 
gardener needs only to read the gauges 
to tell when to water. 

Another indicator, but less accurate, 
is a rain gauge placed in the garden. 
Water should be applied when it shows 
a deficiency. 
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SUCCULENTS 


COLORFUL 
EXOTIC 


Write for our beautiful 
colored catalog picturin 
these bright, odd a 

= easily grown house plants 


Amarylles 


African Violets, Gloxinias, Gladi- 
olus,—etc. Hundreds of items for your garden, 
house or greenhouse. Catalog and culture guide, 
free or by air mail for 12¢. It tells you how to 
grow your Amaryllis in pots for best success; 
How to get continuous bloom on your violets; 


Achimenes, 





AFRICAN AND MEXICAN SUC. 
CULENTS. MIMICRY PLANTS. 
SHADE CACTI. SUPPLIES AND 
POTTING SOILS. 


CACTI 


HUNDREDS OF Bane owe. 
ING KINDS DESCR 


Adds fertilizer to wa- 
ter automatically! You 
just sit back and relax! 
Proportions 
Ends danger 


perfectly! 
of burning! 


@ Stays in place all Summer! 


Relax... 
carpet-soft ...while your garden 
leaps into rich and glorious bloom 
you never dreamed possible! 


n Many Colors 


JOH NSON CACTUS GARDENS 


___PARAMOUNT . 


etc. 


Special Offers, 20 Achimenes, $1.00; 12 As- 
sorted Miniature Gladiolus, $1.00; Sm. Anthur- 
ium, $1.00; Dutch Amaryllis Wynham Hayward, 
best red, $9.00. Ludwig Pink Amaryllis, Mar- 
garet Truman, $8.00. Love’s Desire, $9.00. Rose- 
lind, $6.00. Any 3, 5% disc. H. and 8S. best Am, 
Strain, 90¢ 3/$2.50. Post Paid. 


CALIF. | Cecil | Cecil Houdyshel, Dept. F, La Verne, Calif. 


—7 NOW FEED 
LAWNS & GARDENS 


7) FROM YOUR 
EASY CHAIR! 





Orchid Cacti 





hear 


with BRECK’S 
 MIX-MIZER 


AND 


QUICK- LIFE 
INSTANT 
\ PLANT FOOD 


-mf\ 
f3 


while your lawn grows 


The garden of your dreams is _| 


yours — NOW — with exciting 
new Mix-Mizer, developed and 
sold only by famous Breck’s! 
Weather-proof, unbreakable Mix- 
Mizer adds exactly the right 
amount of water-soluble liquid 
plant food to every drop of 
water! Does it right at the faucet 
— sends it on through the hose to 
nozzle or sprinkler! No mixing, 
no stirring, no work! 


KEEP MIX-MIZER ON FAUCET 


Fill Mix-Mizer’s food-font when 
you want to fertilize — leave it 
empty when you want to sprinkle 
plain water! Use pink-colored 
Quick-Life and you actually SEE 
the life-giving plant food in Mix- 
Mizer’s clear case! Fits any stand- 
ard threaded faucet fitting. 


MONEY BACK IF NOT r~ 


DELIGHTED! 
No risk! If you‘re not delighted 
with results, return Mix-Mizer and 
empty can of Quick-Life for full 
refund! It MUST be good to stand 
such a Guarantee! 


SEEDSMEN SINCE 1818 


BRECKS 


528 Breck Bidg., Boston 10, Mass. 


1% Ib. Can of QUICK-LIFE audes 
Ys TON of Instant-Acting Liquid Plant Food! 
- « - and you don’t lift a finger to apply it! 


@ Will not burn tenderest 
foliage, all Summer long! 
@ Costs less than 4c per 
gallon to make! 
@ Ends the heavy work of fertilizing! 
Almost unbelievable results ~— in HOURS! Breck’s amazing Quick-Life 
actually waters new life, beauty, growth and vigor directly into 
your lawn and garden! Instantly absorbed by leaves os well os 
roots, the 100% water-soluble food contains every nutrient plants 
need — in exactly the right proportion! SAFE — harmless to skin of 
clothing, and can’t burn even the tenderest leaves! INEXPENSIVE — 
a tablespoonful makes a full gallon of rich plant food, for less 
than four cents! 


MAIL THIS SPECIAL-OFFER COUPON TODAY! 


adie | 


@ Feeds plants instantly! 

@ Produces bigger, earlier 
flowers and plants! 

@ Makes greener, richer lawns! 


+ enscx's of Boston — 528 Breck Bidg., Boston 10, Mass. | 


Yes, | want better lawns and gardens with less work! So | 

y rush me, postpaid, the Special Offers I’ve checked below, for 
which my check or money order is enclosed! ! 
5 H428. 5 ibs. Quick-Life complete with Breck’s Mix-Mizer! ' 
Save over $2.00 on this $8.00 value! Complete, $5.98. i 
1 0 H427. 1/2 Ibs. Quick-Life complete with Mix-Mizer. ! 

' Save $1.47 on this $5.45 valve offered now at $3.98 

{[] H750. Breck’s Mix-Mizer only. Each, $3.50. i 
1 [) H426. 5 Ibs. Breck’s Quick-Life only. $4.50 1 
y UJ 4425. 1V2 Ibs. Breck’s Quick-Life only. $1.95. ' 
! 
' 
1 





! Address 
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FERTILGDS. 7 


yFLOW MIXER 





PATENTS 
PENDING 






ns 
* instructio ‘ 


take the gamble out of gardening 
DELUXE MASTER GARDENER 






\ } EVERYTHING YOU NEED FOR SCIENTIFIC SOIL CONTROL: 
° . FERTILEZE FLOW MIXER . 20-LBS. SPRAY-GRADE 
2 HYDRATED LIME 
/ \ EN . FERTILEZE ROOT FEEDER . SUDBURY 2-MIN. SOIL TEST 
‘ KIT 
\ . 18-LB. BOX FERTILEZE PLANT . “THE NEW METHOD LAWN 
| FOOD BUILDER’ 


Control the “big three” of gardening success—water, plant nutrition and 
*{olous FEEDER soil acidity—with this marvelous, money-saving kit. The 18-lb. box of all- 
mineral balanced FERTILEZE Plant Food and the two 10-lb. bags of spe- 
cially-ground hydrated lime guarantee proper nutrition and soil acidity 
throughout the season. You apply them quickly and in their most effective 
form—with water—with the lifetime-built FERTILEZE FLOW MIXER and 
ROOT FEEDER. The handy Sudbury soil-test set enables you to keep check 
on your soil at all times. 
Only 1,000 DE LUXE MASTER GARDENER Kits will be made up this 


season, so order now to avoid disappointment! Completely guaranteed. 


FERTILEZE SUPER GARDENER KIT—Same as above, but with half 
the quantities of lime and FERTILEZE Plant Food ............. 





YAriling garden success This year! 


34: 


apply 


regularly to: 





Flower Gardens 
Vegetable Gardens 
New Lawns 
Established Lawns 
Trees and Shrubs 
Rock Gardens 


Ta 


see how FERTIL! 74; brings new beauty 


to your garden and lawn in days... 


FERTILEZE SPRAYER 


Mixes and applies all 


the low-cost, easy-to-use 
soluble and liquid gar- 


den moterials with hose 
Has precision die-cast 
aluminum metering head 
with push-button control. 


Positive jet-pressure mix- 

ing action .. not a 

syphon ‘“‘gimmick’’, 
so plastics used . . . $3. 


Try fertilirrigation with FERTILEZE in your own garden . . . see what 
a difference it makes in just a short time! The modestly-priced FERTILEZE 
TRY-IT KIT will give you a thrilling demonstration at little cost. Six 12-oz. 
plastic bags of soluble food powder become six applications of clean, liquid 
all-mineral fertilizer . . . sprayed on with the handy FERTILEZE SPRAYER 
while you water your garden and lawn. You'll find dozens of additional 
uses for the precision SPRAYER. Complete with valuable Feeding Guide 
and sturdy storage carton. 


FERTILEZE FULL SEASON KiT—Same as above, but with twice as much 
FERTILEZE Piant Food ... twelve 12-oz. bags . . . enough to cover 1,500 sq. 
Complete ft. throughout the growing season! A real buy ....e2000+++ $9.95 


Ovum th 


NUTRITIONAL CONCENTRATES, INC, 
New Lexington, Ohio 
Enclosed is my check for $c.» Please send 
the following FERTILEZE products, postpaid, under your 
full guarantee: 
1 





THE NEW 
A thorough, step-by 
RSS step guide to building 
LAWN healthy new lawns and 
your FERTIL guarantee | cm | Eiameneriees 
Explains latest methods 
tools, materials. Shows 


We guarantee FERTILEZE to be a complete, scien- 
tifically balanced compound of all known essential food 


how to avoid costly pit- 
falls. Read this informo- 
tive booklet before you 


minerals, made from the finest Gbtainable materials. We 
guarantee FERTILEZE precision feeding devices to be 
the best tools of their kind. 

If you are not completely satisfied with your purchase 
of FERTILEZE products, return them to us within 30 
days for prompt refund of the full purchase price, 


buy another tool or a 
pound of grass seed! 
Fully illustrated. ONLY 
25 CENTS 


ees Baas ZONE... STAT ‘ 
Ohio residents add 3% State sales tax. 


TiS SmOreoemoemomeraeerss 














Strong 2-3 Yr. ol | 
ROSES Lis 8 Steps to follow 


12 for $5.39; 30 for $12.95 
Will Bloom Few Weeks After Plantin 


low; MADAME TTERFLY, on: 
BETTER TIMES, H INSE , | 
scarlet; BRIARCLIFF, TALIS- | 
MAN, copper, gold and apricot. | 
Shipped at your planting time | 





FREE CATALOG—Lists Roses for every purpose; 


Perennials, Flowering Shrubs, Trees, Bulbs, 
Hedge Plants. 


REYNOLDS FARMS 
R.F.D. 6 South Norwalk, Conn. 
Honorable Treatment Guaranteed — 








FOR BOTH HOUSE AND GARDEN PLANTS 








FUN 
to Spray" 


N GIVES you ALL THIS l A hole large enough so that the The bush is set in the hole so 
KILL - OGE roots can be spread out and the stock, (painted white in the 
spider mites, not crowded is dug in a well-prepared picture) will be covered with 1 inch 
bed to which organic matter, such as of soil. Soil is filled in gradually and 
compost, and fertilizer are added. watered well, preventing air space. 


= mmon 
e CONTROL for most co 
New eosy- to- us 3 ore 


ican vio- 


roses, 
nb-type dis 


= e 
of TRI-OGEN— Rov 
5 mode by the M , Beacon. 
a - 
Mig. Co 





GROWERS OF 
’ THE Len § $ FINEST ROSES 


or our illustrated 
} Be of OREGON ROSES 


BOX x re 





Introduction 


GARDEN & HOUSE PLANTS 
FUCHSIAS PELARGONIUMS VIOLETS 


Begonias:—Rex, Fibrous & Wax 
Geraniums: —Ivy, Scented & Fancy 
Leaf A complete fertilizer is spread Growth continues rapidly and great 
Carnations, Mammoth Everblooming in a ring around the bush when quantities of water are needed. 
New descriptive catalog | the leaves begin to develop. It is Do not wet the foliage if you can help 
HORNER’S NURSERY raked into the top inch of soil with it, but allow the water to soak deep 


1730-50 N Ave. National City, Calif. a trowel and is then watered in well. down into the soil where. the roots are. 
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RDER ROSE BUSHES FOR SPRING PLANTING Now if you have not already 

done so. Choose the varieties you want with your planting bed in 

mind. Be sure that it has sun and is in a well-drained location. Roses 
prefer a heavy-type soil but will grow in almost any garden soil if it is properly 
prepared. As soon as the soil can be worked in spring, dig it as deeply as 
possible, from | to 2 feet deep. Add a 4-inch layer of rotted manure or compost 
or peatmoss to the surface before digging and turn it in, mixing it thoroughly 
with the soil. You can’t overdo it. After the bed has been rough-raked, spread 
2 pounds of a complete fertilizer over 100 square feet of bed and then rake 
again mixing the fertilizer with the soil. Space your hybrid tea roses at about 
2 to 3 feet apart. Floribundas may be placed slightly closer. 


PHOTOCRAPHS BY COTTSCHO-SCHLEISNER 
| 














Soil is mounded around the bush 
to protect it from winds and cold. 
Sphagnum moss or leaves might also be 
used and should be removed as growth 
starts and the weather has warmed. 


Press the soil firmly about the 

roots with your foot. This pre- 
vents the bush from moving in the 
wind, holds moisture and helps pre- 
vent the roots from drying out. 





Protect your bushes from insects Mulching keeps roots cool and 
and disease with an all-purpose the soil moist. Water the soil 
spray or dust. Follow package di- before mulching and wet the mulch be- 
rections and use about every 10 days. fore applying it. In fall, the mulch 
Spray tops and bottoms of the leaves. may be dug into the bed to advantage. 
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BROWNELL 
SUB ZERO ROSES 


Hybrid Teas, Florabundas, Grandifloras, 
Rose Trees and Creepers for ground cover. 
None larger or more beautiful. All have 
blooms of Supreme Merit. No Roses have 
been more highly acclaimed. Sub Zero 
Roses are large & beautiful as any. Send 
for pictured list in color. LITTLE COMP- 
TON, RHODE ISLAND. 


Sof fees ROSES 


From our own nursery in the heart 

of the Texas rose fields, we offer the 
finest and most beautiful varieties. Vigorous 2-year old 
budded bushes. Wel! rooted, guaranteed to live and bicom. 
WRITE FOR FREE FOLDER AND PRICE LIST. 


McCLUNG BROS. ROSE NURSERY 
275-6 T 


Route 5, Box vier, Texas 





| ROSE $ 98 


N t@ON 


Your 

CHOICE 

of COLORS 
and VARIETIES! 


IMAGINE! Because of an unforseen 
SURPLUS in our fields, you get 12 
WORLD-FAMOUS roses for only $4.98 — 
and YOU get to make the selection of 
color and variety from the list below! 
Make your selection any way you like, 
but be sure to write the quantity desired 
clearly on your order. These are 2-year- 
old, field-grown, everblooming rose 
bushes that are GUARANTEED TO LIVE 
AND BLOOM... you can’t lose! Now is 
the time to plant, so send cash, check 
or money order for $4.98 for each group 
of 12 ordered and your roses will be 
rushed POSTPAID! 
REDS! 

Better Times 

Etoile De Hollande 
Crimson Glory 
Red Radiance 
PINKS! 

Editor McFarland 
Pink Radiance 

The Doctor 
Briarcliff 

WHITES! 

K. A. Viktoria 
White Am. Beauty Cl. Red Am. Beauty 
White Briarcliff Cl. Pauls Scarlet 


FREE! Send names and addresses of 3 
neighbors that are home owners and we 
will include a CL. RED EVERBLOOMING 
As ($1.50 valve) FREE of extra 
charge! = HURRY — SUPPLY LIMITED 


TY-TEX Box 532FG @ Tyler, Texas 


TWO-TONES! 
Condesa De Sastago 
Countess Vandal 
Talisman 
President Hoover 
YELLOWS! 
Luxembourg 
McCready 

Sover Therese 
Golden Charm 
Eclipse 
CLIMBERS! 








Satisfying Home Gardeners for 21 Years! 





FLOWER GROWER’S 


Nodan(y adener 


Antibiotics for Plant Disease 


Control 


N IMPORTANT MILESTONE in the 
A science of plant protection will 
be reached this spring when two 
of the world’s foremost producers of 
antibiotics make their products avail- 
able to commercial growers and home 
gardeners. Heretofore, Actidione was 
the only antibiotic available for plant 
disease control. This is used to control 
certain diseases of turf grasses, mint 
rust and leaf spot of cherry. 
Streptomycin, the antibiotic first 
isolated from a soil inhabiting mi- 
croorganism by Rutgers University 
scientists, is the main active ingredient 
in the newest formulations available for 
horticultural use. Merck and Company 
will sell its streptomycin formulation 
under the name Agristrep; Charles 
Pfizer and Company will offer a mixture 
of streptomycin and another antibiotic, 
terramycin, under the name Agrimycin. 


Controls Fire Blight 


Without doubt the major portion of 
both Agristrep and Agrimycin will be 
used this year to control fire blight, the 
destructive bacterial disease of apples, 
pears and other plants in the rose 
family. The annual losses due to this 
disease in commercial apple and pear 
orchards alone exceeds 70 million dol- 
lars. The disease has limited the pro- 
duction of high quality Bartlett and 
Clapp’s Favorite pears in the past. 

Prior to the advent of antibiotics, 
fire blight in pears and apples was 
controlled only moderately well with 
copper sprays or dusts and a strict sani- 
tation program which included the 
removal and burning of all blighted 
twigs and branches. However, copper 
sprays frequently affected fruit quality 
by causing a russetting of the epidermis. 

Tobacco growers in the South will 
also be important users of the anti- 
biotics because streptomycin will con- 
trol the bacterial disease of tobacco 
known as “wildfire.” Recent tests indi- 
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by P. P. PIRONE 


PLANT PATHOLOGIST, NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN 


cate that an important fungous disease 
of tobacco, blue mold, can also be 
controlled with it. 

Almost every week a new disease is 
reported to have been conquered with 
either the Merck or the Pfizer antibiotic 
formulations. Fire blight in a collection 
of crab-apples, consisting of fifty-six 
trees of twelve varieties, was kept under 


PFIZER 


FIRE BLIGHT can be controlled with 
antibiotics. Here spray is tested in 
orchard at the University of Missouri. 


control in 1954 by spraying with the 
antibiotic. The bacterial canker disease 
of tomato was markedly reduced by 
soaking the seeds in a streptomycin 
solution. The bacterial spot of pepper 
plants was almost completely controlled 
by spraying badly infected plants three 
times with 500 parts of streptomycin 
in a million parts of water. 

Streptomycin has also been found to 
exhibit activity against the organisms 
which cause the following plant dis- 
eases: canker of stone fruits, bean 
blight, wilt of carnation, crown gall, 
pea blight, cotton wilt, cabbage rot, soft 
rot of carrots, tobacco wilt, cucumber 
wilt, tomato leafspot, Stewart’s wilt of 
sweet corn, chrysanthemum blight, soft 
rot and black leg of potato and walnut 
blight. 

Antibiotics are so powerful that only 
minute quantities are needed to control 


plant diseases. Dosages are figured in 
parts per million rather than pounds 
per gallon as with the usual spray 
materials. Dosage units are measured 
in gamma and there are more than 28 
million gamma in 1 ounce of strepto- 
mycin. One and a third ounces in 
100 gallons of water give a dilution of 
approximately 100 parts in a million 
parts of water. Although this is one 
of the most frequently used dilutions, 
at times it may run as high as 500 parts 
per million. 


How To Use for Fire Blight 


For best results in the control of fire 
blight, antibiotics should be applied at 
the early-bloom and full-bloom stages. 
Poor control is obtained if the sprays 
are delayed until the petal-fall stage. 
In the eastern United States three ap- 
plications are needed for good control. 
In California, where the blossoming 
period is longer, as many as five prop- 
erly spaced sprays during the blooming 
period are necessary. 

Sprays must be applied during the 
blooming period because the bacteria 
which cause fire blight are carried from 
flower to flower by bees, flies and other 
insects searching for nectar, and by 
wind-splashed rain. 

Antibiotics sprayed on the leaves and 
flowers are absorbed through these parts 
and move through the plant. At high 
concentrations they actually kill germs 
inside the plants but at lower dosages 
they merely prevent bacterial infections 
from becoming thoroughly established. 


No Build-up in Tissues 


There are two reasons why there is 
little to no antibiotic in mature fruits. 
First, they are usually applied to apple 
and pear trees before the fruits form. 
Second, the antibiotics disappear rapidly, 
usually within ten days of application, 
from any fruits sprayed with them. 





Carefully conducted tests showed that 
pears and apples harvested from trees 
sprayed up to seven times during and 
after the blossoming period contained 
no detectable antibiotic activity. Even 
tomatoes and peppers harvested from 
plants treated throughout their growing 
period, including some sprayed a day 
before harvest, showed no detectable 
antibiotic activity. 

Less streptomycin is absorbed into 
the plant if it rains within a few hours 
of application. A rain one or more 
days after the application has little effect 
on the amount absorbed. 

As a rule, streptomycin rarely dam- 
ages plants. A few varieties of apples 
and pears show yellowing along the leaf 
margins. The condition appears to be 
temporary and will cause no permanent 
damage. In my own greenhouse tests 
on more than twenty different kinds of 
ornamental plants in 1954, I noted this 
leaf yellowing only on one variety of 
Japanese holly, //ex crenata convexa. 
After discontinuing the antibiotic spray, 
the green color returned. 

The newest antibiotics available for 
plant disease control are safe to use. 
Thus far no toxic effects have been 
reported except in a few cases where 
constant handling of the powders have 
caused a temporary skin irritation. 

Dry forms of the antibiotics may be 
stored indefinitely. Once in solution, 
however, they begin to lose their po- 
tency after a few days. They are not 
stable in soil and at present are not 
recommended for soil applications. 
Action by soil microbes and adsorption 
by soil colloids are two causes of the 
loss in potency when antibiotics are 
added to soils. 

The currently available 
antibiotics are said to be compatible 
with most of the commonly used fungi- 
cides and insecticides. Despite this fact, 
however, it is wise for the present, at 
least, to apply the antibiotic by itself, 
before using the regular sprays. In this 
way there will be no possibility of in- 
terference in absorption of the anti- 
biotic.¢ 


brands of 


2 
SALT IN SOIL 


Salt in soil isn’t good, so beware! 
Some home builders unwisely apply salt 
to the edges of driveways, for the pur- 
pose of keeping the edges free of weeds. 
They accomplish their purpose, but also 
do much harm. Salt in the soil may 
kill your plants. If you used salt last 
winter to melt snow on your walks and 
driveway, and are now having trouble 
growing grass along these pavements, 
it may be because some salt has washed 
into the surrounding soil. The only 
solution is to thoroughly drench the 
soil with clear water, which will carry 
the salt away. 
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Thompson 


Chemicals 


MAGIC.. 


Here's the newest chemical magic to give you a velvety, 
weed-free lawn. . . “show-quality” flowers and shrubs... 
bumper crops of giant vegetables, berries and fruits... in a 


bug-free garden. 








GARDEN BUG FIX 


GARDEN BUG FIX 3omb 
offers newest, most spectacular 
method of kiliing garden and 
household plant bugs &€ in- 
sects. Safe. Approved for use 
on vegetables, African violets, 
other flowers, etc No 
“bug juice’ odor Unequaled 
for fast, positive results 
ing residual killing action. 12 
“o 


roses, 
Last- 


oz, $1.5 


WEEDABOMB 


It's farewell to weeds with trigger 
action Weed A Bomb. Helps you 
weed an average lawn in 10 min- 
utes or less — without backache 
or stained hands. Improved new 
Weed A Bomb, contains W eedicide 
2.4-D plus 2,4,5-T — positively 
kills dandelion, ragweed, pig- 
weed and plantain—rootsand all. 
12 oz. only $1.50 











TOMATO FIX BOMB 


Here's new magic for you tomato 
growers. With Thompson's To- 
mato Fix Bomb you grow really 
tremendous, meaty tomatoes, 
that ripen weeks earlier. You'll 
get up to one-third larger crop, 
too, of any variety. Just a squiff 
and a squirt on the blossom does 
the trick. 


11 oz. Bomb only $1.50 


at good garden stores every where. 
If not available in your locality, 
order by mail, direct. We pay 
postage. Money back guarantee. 


3030 Locust St., St. Lovis 3, Mo. 


BRAMBLE- 
WEEDICIDE 32 


To get rid of unwanted brush and 
weedy growth including poison 
ivy and poison oak, spray with 
famed, broad spectrum Bramble- 
Weedicide. You may use this 
pentyl ester herbicide of con- 
trolled volatility for foliage spray 
or basal bark treatment. Non- 
injurious to humans and pets 

8 oz. $1. 1 pint $1.50. 
1 qt. $2.50 














3606 Monon St., Los Angeles 27, Calif 
made by the makers of WEEDICIDE, BRAMBLE-WEEDICIDE & BRAMBLCIDE 
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Fence Hints 


HE “BEFORE AND AFTER” DRAW- 
ik of the small backyard on 

page 82 vividly illustrate how im- 
portant an enclosure is if you want 
your yard to be more useful and good 
looking. If you cannot use a hedge, 
try fences for privacy. 

An important point to remember 
when you plan your fence is to be sure 
that the top of it follows the general 
contour of the ground. If your ground 
is level, the top of your fence will 
automatically be parallel to the ground. 
There is no problem, as you can see 
by the sketch of the picket fence be- 


the “last word” in lawn beauty 


The emerald green of a Scotts Lawn stands out in any 

neighborhood . . . you can spot them every time 

ScHH. is a skillfully blended combination of 100% 

perennial grasses—practically weed and chaff free. i . 

A value unexcelled . . . you sow 1 lb instead of 3. ad ff, ; On the other hand. if 





your ground 
Get Se#M at dealers along with other ("a slopes slightly but looks level, keep 
Scotts Lawn Care Aides — time saving spreaders, weed and the top of the fence level as shown 
pest controls and TURF BUILDER ®, the quick acting, long by this diagram of the rail board fence, 
lasting grass food which feeds lawns to new health and ? 
beauty. Costs less than a dime per 100 square feet. 
For your lawn’s sake, insist upon Se. 


particularly if the length of the fence 
is not long. 

foe 
a Ask for a Free 2-year subscription to LAWN CARE ®. 
It tells how to keep your lawn sparkling green all 


Se summer long—simply drop a card to , wae et te hae Pees ese, ene whee eT 
Seat Spring St, Marysville, Ohi 2 
—m Oo M & SONS CO, 21 Spring St arysville, io With steep slopes you have two alter- 
—__— $$$ $_______ native treatments. A woven-wood fence 
illustrates how a fence must conform 
to the slope and is very adaptable for 


When ordering from these pages be a as : . — 1 can 
: ye nailed perpendicularly on a frame. 
sure to mention FFOWER GROWER 


A second treatment on steep slopes 
is to step down the fence as seen below. 
Picket, panelled and woven-wood 
fences are good to use this way. 


HURRY—Write for your The “cream” of modern Iris, including Post-and-rail fences, over which 

Catalog TODAY! new introductions, are listed in our | TOSeS or vines can be trained, make 
beautiful 1955 Color Catalog. Numer- good enclosures. 

ous varieties pictured in full, glowing The trick, as the diagram below 

color with descriptions. Many money- | Ponts up, is to be sure that the rails 


follow as closely as possible the con- 


saving collections are listed. This Cata- : 
tour of the ground. 


log is a must for the discriminating 
IRIS gardener. A guide to the world’s 
finest Iris, including the great Dykes 
Medal winners and Hall’s famous 
Flamingo Pinks. 





Box F-3 Bedford, Michigan 
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Viburnum 


“ ASILY THE LOVELIEST of a distin- 
E guished genus of shrubs, Vibur- 
num Carcephalum was introduced 
to America from England where it was 
produced by the famous English expert 
in plant and tree propagation, D. Burke- 
wood, at his Yew Tree Lane Nursery, 
Rotherfield, Sussex. The new hybrid is 
the result of crossing V. Carlesi_with V. 
macrocephalum. 

Of the new hybrid’s parents, V. Car- 
lesi is one of the best-known and choic- 
est shrubs to be found today in Ameri- 
can gardens. A native of Korea, it was 
introduced to Europe from Japan in 
1902 and later to America. This hardy 
aristocrat is an open bush growing about 
5 feet tall and as wide. 

The other parent, V. macrocephalum, 
a native of China, is a little-known spe- 
cies described in the Journal of the 
English Royal Horticultural Society as 
follows: “Altho rarely seen in gardens 

. it is a most desirable and interesting 
shrub well worth cultivation. . . . The 
large flat terminal cymes, often 4 to 6 
inches across, are produced during the 
month of May, each truss . . . being sur- 
rounded by a single row of large creamy- 
white, sterile flowers about | inch across, 
whilst the center flowers are fertile and 
sweetly scented.” 

Retaining the good qualities of both 
parents, V. Carcephalum has added 
others. It is a shrubby bush, more lux- 
uriantly and close foliaged than either 
parent. Both foliage and flowers persist 
to the ground, thus forming a pleasing 
effect from early spring until autumn, 
at which time the leaves assume brilliant 
colors before falling. In April and May 
quantities of large, globular, compact 
terminal trusses of starlike bloom are 
produced, even more fragrant than the 
famed V. Carlesi. The shrub grows to 
about 6 or 7 feet with a similar spread. 

In my garden, a plant of V. Carce- 
phalum showed several fine heads of 
bloom the first spring after planting the 
previous fall. 

Since this viburnum sets its flower 
buds in early July for the following 
spring, it is advisable to feed and water 
the shrub well prior to and during this 
period. Adjacent plants should not be 
dusted with sulphur as it will not only 
spot the foliage but will kill the leaves 
and eventually the entire plant. Here in 
West Virginia where winter weather 
varies in twenty-four hours from 70° to 
zero, this viburnum has proved com- 
pletely hardy and disease-proof. Since 
it is not bothered by insects, it remains 
attractive all through the growing sea- 
son.—MARTHA PRATT HAISLIP 
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4 Miniature 
Slocum WATER GARDEN 


Make 


your own 


WATER 
LILY 
POOL 


this 


easy way y 


Now everyone young or old may enjoy the serene majestic beauty of a lily 
pool, even in limited space. Try it! Get started with this inexpensive trial offer: 


COMPLETE 


1 White Cedor Tub (21” 


wide) 


1 Exquisite Slocum Water 
Lily (choice of colors in 
coupon) 


TUB GARDEN 


1 Pickerel Rush 
1 Water Hyacinth 
5 Snails (for scavengers) 


Guaranteed to Grow! 





FREE 1955 CATALOG 


Beautifully illustrated in natural 
Ansco color and Kodachrome. 
Shows our full exciting line of 





Water Lilies, Lotus and fancy 

goldfish. Also gives details of 

All for only $7.75 Slocum’s positive guarantee of 
satisfaction. 

Just sink tub in earth, fill half full of soil, fill with water 

and plant your garden. If you have a tub, we'll send the 

collection above, minus tub 


All for only $4.50 


ORDER TODAY! Free—2 choice gift plants with $7.75 orders 
received BEFORE April 15th. We will ship railway express 
at proper planting time for your locality. 
instructions with every shipment. 


Simple planting 








GUARANTEED TO 


SLOCUM 'S 


950 Front Street, Binghamton, New York 


“FINEST IN 
WATER LILIES” 





Send $7.75 order 
before April 15th 
and receive Free— 
two Choice Water 


Plants. Do it now! 











Come to Binghamton (Water Lily Capital of America) and visit us this 
summer. Thousands were thrilled last summer by our beautiful lilies— 
many were 10 or more r “ur water gardens cover 10 acres. 
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If you want the loveliest, most attractive garden in town, a garden your 
family will be proud of and your neighbors will envy —get W. ayside’ s 
Spring Catalog. It colorfully illustrates and lists over 1800 garden sub- 
jects of outstanding beauty and proven merit —all grown and thoroughly 
tested in one of America’s most carefully supervised nurseries. 


CHRYSANTHEMUM 


Serenus 


SHASTA DAISY 
Cobham Gold 


New CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


Magnificent new varieties produce enormous 
flowers, rivaling in size and beauty those 
formerly grown only in greenhouses. Abso- 
lutely hardy, they will grow in any garden. 
From the hundreds tested, Wayside has 
selected the 10 finest—see catalog for full 
color illustrations and descriptions. 


New FORSYTHIA 


New SHASTA DAISY 


Cobham Gold. While this top-notch new 
variety is similar in growth and form to Mt. 
Shasta, it’s the first Shasta to show yellow. 
Lovely 4” flowers have high crested centers 
of fine pale yellow enhanced by double row 
of creamy-white guard petals. Blooms freely 
till frost. Fine for cutting. 


New CAMPANULA 


New CYTISUS, Battandieri 


From far off North Africa comes this 
gorgeous new shrub that blooms lux 
uriantly in May and June. Plants are 
covered with dazzling golden yellow, 
Lupine-like flowers with a tangy pine- 
apple fragrance. Very hardy. With- 
stands zero temperatures 


Lynwood Gold. This glorious new golden 
Forsythia is so superior it will soon replace 
all other deep yellows. Flowers of unusual 
substance are twice as large and bloom more 
lavishly, unaffected by the weather. Erect 
branches are completely hidden under a 
wealth of enchanting golden bells. 


Wedgewood. Finest dwarf to date. A perfect 
little gem that will be tremendously popular 
for rock gardens edgings or wherever a bril 
liant color accent is desired. Plants 6” high 
form a cushion of lush, deep green foliage 
with dozens of dazzling violet-blue flowers. 
Easy to grow. 





THE BEST NEW SHRUB IN FIFTY YEARS 
VIBURNUM, Carlcephalum 


Very fragrant Snowball. Modern and improved version of a 
popular old favorite. We can’t praise this superb new intro- 
duction too highly. Unquestionably, the loveliest flowering 
shrub offered in 50 years. Originated in Eng- 

land, it captured highest honors at the famed 

Royal Horticultural Show in London. Grace- 

ful, 6 ft. plants bloom extravagantly, produc- 

ing large, 6 inch, globe-shaped clusters of 

delightfully fragrant white flowers. Stunning 

new Wayside exclusive grows anywhere and 

is perfectly hardy at below zero temperatures. 

Plant Pat. +776. 





New CYTISUS, Battandieri 


— —___ . ar} SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST 
owe HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


The worthwhile new things listed above are but a 
new introductions offered in Wayside’s Spring Catalog. 
filled with hundreds of true-color illustrations of the 


Carlcephalum 


few of the mag nificent 
Almost 200 pages, 
neuest and be st roses, 
flowering shrubs, rare bulbs and hardy “Pedigreed” root-strength plants. 
Many of the exciting new items are obtainable only from Wayside. Helpful 
cultural directions for every item as well as hints for better garden results. 
To be sure you get your copy, it is necessary that you enclose with 
your request 50¢, coin or stamps to cover postage and handling. 
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Wayside 


MENTOR, OHIO 


Gardens 


FLOWER 


FRAGRANT 
SNOWBALL 


GROWER 





the 
Cnthavane 


IS YOUR GARDEN REALLY GROWING? 


HE end of February, usually considered the low 

spot in the gardener’s year, can be one of the 

most interesting and rewarding. All that he need 
do to make it so is to take a tip from Nature. 

A walk through woods or meadows—or through his 
own garden if no woods or meadows are availablé— 
will reveal how Nature has her plans for the weeks 
that lie ahead ready to be carried out with almost 
clock-like precision. Already, no matter what the 
vagaries of the weather may have been, latent buds 
along gray branches are beginning to swell; the bark 
of red or yellow osier along the roadside is assuming 
a new lustre; the brown leather caps on the pussywil- 
lows are starting to burst their seams; and—unless the 
season is unusually backward—skunk-cabbages in 
bogs and snowdrops in gardens are already pushing 
their way up through ice or frozen soil. 

As compared to the gardener, Nature, of course, 

has one great advantage: She can work simultane- 
ously at a million different projects and keep them all 
on schedule. The gardener is limited to a few. Often 
he attempts too many, with the result that, while he 
gets through the season in some shape or other, his 
garden, as a unit, does not grow, but remains much 
the same from one year to the next. He becomes more 
expert perhaps in garden techniques; he learns more 
about plant 
foods, compost, 
mulching, trans- 
planting, sprays 
and dusts. But 
is his garden 
really beginning 
to assume the 
character and 
individuality 
which, as it 
grows older, it 
should possess? 
Is it just another 
garden? Or is it 
becoming really 
his garden? 

If the gardener is willing to take a tip from Nature 
he, too, will plan ahead. He can decide upon one 
particular project for the year and bend his energies 


EDITORIAL BOARD 
JOHN R. WHITING 
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F. F. ROCKWELL 
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P. P. PIRONE 





T. H. EVERETT 


to carrying that through, making it Target No. 1. 
This does not mean neglecting everything else. It 
does mean, however, that he will have a definite goal 
for the season—something that will add to the perma- 
nent improvement of his garden as a whole. One 
such project, carried to completion every year or two, 
will soon result in a much more personal and a much 
more livable garden than would otherwise be achieved. 


we shall the project be? 

That, of course, must be up to the individual. 
There is but one restriction: it should be in keep- 
ing with the character of the garden as a whole. As I 
write, I look out on a rocky ledge from which a little 
stream runs down, through several rock-rimmed pools, 
to a large pool at the bottom of the slope. Originally 
this area was but a brier patch which covered the 
remains of an old stone wall. It took two years 
of Target No. 1 work to transform it! Some other 
things had to be given scant attention while we 
were constructing the new look, but now this spot is 
one of the chief attractions of the place—and a con- 
stant delight to the birds and the frogs which make 
use of it. 

In some gardens a rock ledge such as this would 
not be at all in keeping; but there is no garden which 
cannot be made the better by planning and carrying 
out some such special project. 

A pool of some sort, for instance, can enhance 
almost any garden. It’s merely a matter of having it 
in keeping—in size, design and construction—with its 
surroundings. But I’m not holding out for pools. 
Here are a baker’s dozen of ideas. How about a 
special corner for wild flowers, many of which do 
well in part shade? A screened-in summer house, for 
hot weather loafing and relaxing; a screen of shrubs 
for greater privacy and more color in autumn; a straw- 
berry pyramid (quarts of good fruit from a small 
space); a really distinctive entrance planting; an ade- 
quate and attractive bird feeding station near a win- 
dow; or perhaps a small greenhouse or at least a sub- 
stantial coldframe? For one idea, see page 43. 

Take your pick of these, or select a project of your 
own. The important thing is to have one, and to 
plan definitely on carrying it through. 

—F. F. ROCKWELL 
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An annual border for less 


Good soil preparation is the first step for any garden 


ANNUALS ARE FOR BEGINNERS and advanced gardeners, too. While their 
life is from spring to fall—thus the name “annual”—for summer color and 
easy growth they are unbeatable. Petunias, marigolds and zinnias are well-known 
members of the group. Wise gardeners plan for annuals in late winter (see 
plan on page 75). In spring when the soil crumbles and does not stick, a sunny 
spot is selected and the plan is outlined on the ground. A_ garden hose 
marks the sweeping edge of the border, and soil preparation is begun. 


DIGGING is of first importance when 
you prepare the soil. Start at one end of 
the bed and work to the other. With your 
foot, push the fork into the soil its full 
depth. Then raise the soil and turn it 
over. Break clods of earth with the side 
of your fork. Remove stones and debris. 


It’s just as ona to sow your seed right the first time 


PHOTOGRAPHS FOR FLOWER GROWER BY GEORGE anes 


SEED PLANTING follows soil preparation. With the plan of your border in one 
hand and a rake handle or label in the other, scratch the outline of the planting 
drifts in the raked earth. The foot squares on the plan help make this transfer 
of design from your plan to the ground easy. Errors are easily erased by raking. 
Put hydrated lime or sand on the marks so that you can easily see the seeding 
areas. Annuals are safe to plant when fruit trees are in bloom, although a few, 
such as petunias, may go in even earlier. 


BEGIN seeding at the back of the border. 
A wide board laid over the front of the 
bed gives you a place to kneel without 
disturbing the planting outlines. Loosen 
the surface again with a hand cultivator, 
keeping within the guide lines. Soil for 
seed covering is at hand. 





Annuals provide a colorful display when seen in 
summer from a picture window, porch or terrace. 


They are easy to grow. About three dollars’ worth 


than $6.00 


of seed and two dollars’ worth of fertilizer give 


FERTILIZING is of second im- 
portance. Annuals do not de- 
mand rich soil but like the quickly 
available nutrients of a complete 
dry fertilizer, such as 5-10-5. Dry 
or rotted manure or compost may 
be added for even better results. 


a 


SPREAD SEED by shaking it 
from a torn corner of the packet. 
Tiny seed is spread by pinching it 
between the thumb and _ index 
finger or with hand seeders. Dis- 
tribute the seed evenly, saving 
some for another location. 


you the large border described here. 


RAKING is done to mix the fertilizer 
thoroughly with the soil, to break the soil 
into fine particles, to uncover stones and 
debris missed while digging and to level 
the planting bed. Start to rake from one 
end of the bed and work to the other. 
Rake again in the opposite direction. 


COVER large seeds of such annuals as 
marigolds and zinnias two or three times 
their diameter with pulverized soil. Dis- 
tribute the soil from the palm of your 
hand over the seeds. Fine seed, as of 
petunias and sweet alyssum, won't need 
covering and is pressed into soil. 


LEVEL SOIL is essential when you sow 
annuals outside. You don’t want rain 
water to puddle the seed. You may dig 
and rough-rake the soil a week or two 
in advance of sowing, in which case you 
rake the surface again before sowing. 
Tantp the edge for the finish. 


ee 

beer! 

PRESS the soil firmly over the seed so 
the moisture it holds is in close contact 
with the seed. Label after seeding. Water 
well with a fine spray and test until seed 
comes up to see that the soil does not 
dry. Protect with burlap if heavy rain 
threatens. 


[CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE] 
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[Continued from preceding page] 


Some seedlings must be transplanted for better spacing 


SEED GERMINATES with amazing speed in warm weather. 
by pulling and discarding those that grow closer than an inch. Remove weeds 
before thinning. When three sets of leaves have formed, transplant your plants 
to 8 inches apart. This is rather close fér some annuals, but good plants will 
result. Weeds will be crowded out during the summer, and staking, except for 
tall plants, will be cut to a minimum. The border is for mass display. Dividends 


are the unneeded plants moved to other parts of the yard. 


‘Thin tiny seedlings 


TRANSPLANTING is started as soon 
as young plants begin to crowd. Choose 
a cloudy day for this pleasant chore or 
work in the evening when the sun starts 
to wane. A thorough soaking of the soil 
before you start helps minimize wilting 
and enables you to pull out weeds easily. 


REMEMBER growth is not uniform. 
Some grow more rapidly than others, so 
transplanting cannot be done all at 
once. Fast growers may get ahead of 
you but they may be moved even when 
quite large. Some variety may not suc- 


Watering and weeding are essential summer chores 


b ' ne te 


SPRINKLING IS FUN and advisable when the border is young, as you can gauge 
the quantity of water and keep soil from washing off roots. See that water 
goes 4 inches in the soil. Water every week is adequate when the plants are 
growing well after transplanting. Three 6-inch potfuls of garden fertilizer 
watered in a bed this size in early summer will carry the border to its peak bloom 
—midsummer to the first frost. Pinch the tops from “leggy” plants and pick off 


ceed, so fill in with plants that did. 


eA choice of three different plantings is given for the 
plan of the annual border on the opposite page. All of the 
varieties may be sown out of doors in early spring and 
even up to late spring in most regions if you are a last- 
minute gardener. Each of the squares represents one 
square foot. This will help you, if you cannot use the 
plan exactly, to adapt it to the space you must work 
with. Unless you are familiar with the habits of the plants 
suggested, in reorganizing the plan it would be best, 
perhaps, for you to use only the plants from one group, 
and those shown in the back, middle or front must be 
used in the same location in your revised plan. 

The annuals are a wonderful group of plants. You will 
find many other good ones in the seed catalogs. It takes 
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dead flowers to stimulate continuous flowering. 


a little know-how to grow them, but by following the 
basic steps on these pages you can have an attention- 
getting border with little effort. In fact, each of the basic 
operations, soil preparation, seeding and transplanting, 
may be done in a single Saturday afternoon. If you 
want to become a perfectionist in growing annuals, there 
are many books that make delightful and informative 
reading. Try Annuals for Every Garden, by Dorothy H. 
Jenkins (Barrows); How Te. Grow Annuals, by Ann Roe 
Robbins (Macmillan); The Book of Annuals, by Alfred 
C. Hottes (De La Mare); Annuals For Garden and 
Greenhouse, by J. S. Dakers (Transatlantic Arts), and 
to be published soon, The Complete Book of Annuals, by 
F. F. Rockweil and Esther Grayson (Doubleday). 


FLOWER GROWER 





THE ROOT MASS, as much 
earth as possible clinging to it, 
is held in one hand as the plant 
is removed from the crowded 
area with a trowel. It is reset in 


area planned for the variety. 


FIRM SOIL well about the roots of the 
plants and fill the holes where plants 
were removed by pushing surface soil in 
them with your hand or trowel. In trans- 
planting, disturb as few plants as possi 
a less-populated spot within the ble. 


Water both the transplants and the 


plants whose roots you disturbed. 


SHADE transplants with flower pots or 
other shading devices as shown in this 
and the next photograph to prevent them 
from completely drying out in the hot 
sun. Depending upon how hot the 
weather becomes, they may be removed 
entirely in three or four days. 


Annual border plan and three ways to plant it 











AN OLD-FASHIONED GARDEN: 


1—Marigold Glitters, canary yellow 

2—Cosmos Sensation, single white 

3—Nicotiana affinis, white fragrant, night 
blooming 

4—Zinnia Blaze, brilliant mandarin red 

5—Zinnia Royal Purple, deep purple 

6—Nicotiana Daylight, white, fragrant; 
open in daylight 

7—Marigold Yellow Pigmy, light yellow 

8—Centaurea cyanus Blue Boy, clear 
blue 

9—Dahlia Unwin’s mixed colors, orange 
and yellow dominating 

10—Zinnia linearis, small yellow flowers 

11—Calendula Lemon Beauty, pure lemon 
yellow 

12—Sweet Alyssum Carpet of Snow, pure 
white 


BORDER IN PASTEL COLORS: 


1—Nicotiana affinis, white 

2—Scabiosa Blue Moon; plant early as 
soon as ground can be worked 

3—Cleome (Spider-flower), pink; 
early 

4—Arctotis grandis, silvery-blue 

5—Salpiglossis, purple and yellow 

6—Aster Improved Crego Shell 

7—Cynoglossum amabile, blue; 
early 

8—Linaria maroccana, pinks, mauve 

9—Larkspur, pink and blue; plant early; 
do not transplant 

10—Petunia Prima Donna, rose-pink. New 
All-America winner; plant early 

11—Petunia Snowstorm, white; plant early 

12—Alyssum Royal Carpet, blue violet 


plant 


Pink 
plant 


[For ways to start plants indoors see page 40] 


PLAN DESIGNED BY JOHN 8, REBHAN 


AN ALL-MARIGOLD BORDER: 


I—Mammoth Mum, _chrysanthemum- 
flowered, sulfur yellow, 2% feet 
2—Glitters, canary yellow, 3 feet 
3—Man-In-The-Moon, almost white, 3 
feet 
4—Orange 
feet 
5—Guinea Gold, carnation 
bright orange, 2% feet 
6—Limelight, chrysanthemum 
soft yellow, 2 feet 
7—Butterball, dwarf French, canary yel- 
low, 8 inches 
8—Naughty Marietta, 
French, golden yellow, feet 
9—Parisian Hybrids, gold and 
1 foot 
10—Royal Scot, golden mahogany, | foot 
11—Signet Marigold, orange, 8 
inches 
12—-Yellow Pigmy, lemon yellow, 6 inches 


Ball, 


glowing orange, 2% 


flowered, 


flowered, 


dwarf single 


+ 


yellow, 


golden 





The best way to good eating: 


Editor's Note: Americans are not eat- 
ing as well now as they did in 1945, 
according to United States Agricultural 
Department estimates. The supply of 
vitamins A and C in the diet has dropped 
very sharply, even down to the depres- 
sion levels of 1932. The chief reason 
for this is the reduced supply of fresh 
vegetables in the diet as compared with 
the late years of World War II when 
so many Americans had victory gardens. 
To encourage more of its readers 
io have vegetable gardens Flower 
Grower is sharing with them the tips 
that Mr. Morrison has learned from 
years of professional and back yard 
vegetable gardening. Next month 
Flower Grower will publish excerpts 
from Burrage on Vegetables by Albert 
Burrage and a history in pictures of one 
Flower Grower reader's first vegetable 
garden. 


HE FAMILY EATING garden-fresh 

vegetables eats well, for these vege- 

tables not only contain more vita- 
mins than the grocery store kind, but 
they are better looking and better tast- 
ing, too. If you are going to raise your 
own vegetables this year, I'd like to 
get you off to a good start and give you 
some tips that I have learned from my 
many years of gardening. They will 
show you how to save much time and 
effort in the garden and how to have 
larger and finer yields. 


Ways to Avoid Undue Labor 


Limit garden size. Large food gardens 
are all right when plenty of time can be 
spared for their upkeep but well-kept 
little gardens are invariably more pro- 
ductive and greater sources of pride. 

1 have found that a _ well-planned 
garden only 20 feet x 30 to 50 feet is 
large enough to yield over a long season 
enough fresh vegetables for a family of 

‘four or five. A garden this size needs 
to be worked only four hours or so a 
week. Gardens twice this size would 
furnish surpluses for canning, freezing 
or common storage. 

I have become devoted to conven- 
tional row cropping, even in gardens of 
limited size. Many gardeners have for- 
gotten how a sunny fence row can be 
adorned very attractively with ex- 
tremely productive climbing beans, cu- 
cumbers, tomatoes and vine crops. 
Also, patch gardens of only a few 
square yards or even a few square feet 
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can be made here and there. They can 
be sown with lettuce, spinach or another 
vitamin-rich crop. 

Avoid unnecessarily deep _ tillage. 
Bumper crops of vegetables, including 
parsnips, are grown all over the country 
on land that has been plowed only 6 to 
8 inches deep. I don’t understand why 
some gardeners advocate laborious, 
much deeper spading. Rotary-type 
power tools are wonderful work-savers 
in large gardens. 

Do not waste seeds. A little patience 
at planting time in adjusting your me- 
chanical seeder or in dropping seeds by 
hand in the opened drills may save 
hours and hours of labor later on and 
will result in better yields of fine qual- 
ity produce. 

The directions on seed packets often 
recommend an extravagant amount of 
seed for each foot of row. The fine- 
seeded vegetables such as carrots, beets 
and onions are particularly needful of 
ample growing space for proper devel- 
opment. These are commonly recom- 
mended to be sown at the rate of %4 
ounce per 50 feet of row. Since there 
are about 23,000 carrot seeds in an 
ounce, about 4,000 actual beet seeds in 
one ounce of seed clusters and about 
10,000 onion seeds in one ounce, it is 
obvious that only a portion of the 
recommended %4 ounce is necessary 
for 50 feet of row. Here is a table 
showing the number of seeds to be 
sown for each foot of row. Follow 
these recommendations when making 
out your vegetable seed order this 
spring. 





plants per 
per foot for 


seeds 
remarks 
foot good stand 





beet 10-12 6-8 “beet seeds" are corky clusters 


of several seeds each 
carrot 15 the best fresh seed may germi- 
nate only 60 to 70% or less 
endive 10 provides thinnings for tender 
salad greens 


kale provides thinnings for tender 
greens 

kohlrabi 8 excellent at golf-ball size and 

slightly larger 

lettuce 10 thin head lettuce 

to 12-15 inches 


eventually 


provides carefully thinned little 
plants for green onions 


radish 12 


PHOTOGRAPH FOR FLOWER CROWER BY FRANK FENNER 


Weed the garden as soon as necessary. 
I have often noticed that a delay of 
even three or four days just about 
doubles the time necessary to clean up 
the garden. Also, this delay often means 
that the crops are unduly disturbed. 
Weeding should be begun as soon as 
the rows of seedlings appear and then 
continued at weekly intervals. These 
weekly sessions in a garden of moderate 
size are usually pleasant, exhilarating 
workouts, and they safeguard the crop 
until harvest. 


Wise Use of Limited Space 


Choose the most productive vegetables. 
It is smart gardening to choose, also, 
the disease-resistant varieties. Here are 
a few of the many superb home garden 
Varieties: 

Dwarf Beans—Topcrop 

Pole Beans—KENTUCKY WONDER 
Lima Beans—FoRDHOOK BUSH 





growing vegetables 


by GORDON MORRISON 


SWEET-TASTING, TENDER AND NUTRITIOUS—Fine snap beans like these can be grown by even the beginning gardener. 


Beets—DetroiT DarK RED 
Carrot—CHANTENAY, TENDERSWEET 
Cabbage—GoLDEN ACRE 

Sweet Corn—GoLDEN BEAUTY (early); 
TENDERGOLD (medium early); GOLDEN 
Cross BANTAM (main crop) 
Cucumber—STRAIGHT 8, MARKETER 
Leaf Lettuce—SaLap BOWL 
Head Lettuce—GrREAT LAKEs, 
LAKE 

Muskmelon—Rock O’HONEY 
Watermelon—KLONDIKE, DIXIE QUEEN, 
New HAMPSHIRE MIDGET 
Onion—EarLY YELLOW GLOBE, SWEET 
SPANISH 

Early Peas—LITTLE MARVEL 

Late Peas—ALDERMAN 
Pepper—CALIFORNIA WONDER, GOLDEN 
WONDER 

Squash—BUTTERCUP, BUTTERNUT, 
FORDHOOK ZUCCHINI IMPROVED 
Spinach—AMERICA 

Tomato—EarRLY WONDER, PRITCHARD, 
CRACK PROOF 


PENN- 


Avoid wastefully wide spacing between 
rows. If your garden space is sharply 
limited, it may be best to use the mini- 
mum allowable distance between rows. 
By doing this you will be able to grow 
a wider variety of vegetables. The dis- 
advantage of cramped working condi- 
tions will be offset by the effect the 
crops have in smothering the weeds be- 
tween the rows. However, if your 
garden is of generous size it is better 
to allow spacing that will enable you to 
use wheel-hoes or power tools. Follow- 
ing is a list of some vegetables and their 
recommended spacings between rows 
(within each range choose spacing that 
is best for your garden): 

15 to 18 or 24 inches: bush beans, beets, 
carrots, lettuce, onions, radishes, spin- 
ach. 

24 to 30 or 36 inches: broccoli, cab- 
bage, cauliflower, dwarf peas, eggplant, 
peppers, bush squash. 

36 to 42 or 48 inches: 


corn, melons, 


pole beans, pumpkins, squash, tall peas, 
tomatoes. 

Plant hardy vegetables early. Don’t be 
chicken-hearted about exposing the so- 
called hardy vegetables to the cool 
humid weather of early spring. No 
matter where you garden it is safe to 
plant the following hardy vegetables as 
soon in the spring as the soil can be pre- 
pared: beets, carrots, cabbage, onions, 
radishes and spinach. 

Here in Michigan we always start 
cabbage seeds indoors early in March 
and then ‘transplant the seedlings out- 
doors early in April. Then the cabbages 
are ready for cutting late in June, rarely 
later than July 4. 

Start the tender vegetables early indoors. 
The tender kinds to be planted early 
include beans, corn, cucumbers, egg- 
plant, melons, squash and tomatoes. 
Seeds of tomatoes, peppers and eggplant 
should be started five to seven weeks 
before the usual date of the last killing 
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frost. Transplants and seeds of other 
tender vegetables may be put in the 
garden after the last killing frost, which, 
in the northern states, is usually the 
latter part of May. 

There are some exceptions to these 
general rules. I have found that seeds 
of very early tomatoes, such as EaRLy 
CHATHAM, EARLY WONDER and even 
BONNY BesT and PRITCHARD may be 
sown directly in the garden row in mid- 
April, even here in the North. They 
will yield sturdy plants and early har- 
vests. Early varieties of SPANCROSS 
sweet corn come through well enough 
from very early planting—even late 
April plantings—to yield in very early 
July. 

Much can be gained by starting 
melons and cucumbers in plant bands. 
But start them only two or three weeks 
in advance of transplanting time, so as 
to avoid the early ravages of striped 
beetles. Later, when needed, the hills 
can be protected with a rotenone dust. 

Judicious early plantings provide 
earlier harvests but they also provide 
space for succession plantings that pro- 
long the usefulness of the garden. The 
lettuce row, exhausted by use, provides 
space for a row of late cabbage; early 
cabbages make way for a late planting 
of bush beans or beets. Incidentally, 
fall-grown crops of beets and carrots 
usually display much better color and 
texture than crops sown in spring and 
are much prized for winter storing. 

Here are approximate planting dates 
for succession crops for fall harvest in 
northern sections where killing frosts 
occur about October | and hard freezes, 
early in November: June 15— broccoli, 
cauliflower, cabbage; July 10—beets, 
carrots; July 15—head lettuce; July 20 
—early beans; August 1—Swiss chard; 


August 10—leaf lettuce; August 15— 
early radishes, spinach, turnips. 


How to Avoid Disappointments 


Propagate transplants carefully. Seed- 
lings must have light to grow, preferably 
bright sunlight, but fluorescent lights 
will serve the purpose where necessary. 


Temperatures under 75°, say 65° to 
70° are best for seedlings. In regard 
to nourishment, I prefer to raise seed- 
lings in a loamy potting soil made up of 
approximately equal parts of ordinary 
garden soil and leafmold or granulated 
peat and enough sharp sand to make 
the mixture feel a bit gritty. It’s not 
necessary to add commercial fertilizers 
to such a mixture. 

Seeds and seedlings must have mois- 
ture, but it must be applied with reason- 
able caution to avoid the destructive 
seedling disease, damping-off. This dis- 
ease is caused by fungi related to those 
causing bread mold. Tiny sprouts may 
be damaged before they emerge or 
delicate seedlings may be girdled at the 
moist soil surface, causing them to col- 
lapse and wither away, thus leaving 
vacant patches in the seed flat. 

Here are some precautions to take 
to prevent damping-off: Use chemicaily- 
treated seeds, sterile soil (small lots may 
be sterilized in a pressure cooker) and 
a thin layer of shredded sphagnum 
moss over the seeds. Give your seed- 
lings adequate spacing, good ventilation 
and put them to bed dry. Water seed- 
lings thoroughly, but only on sunny 
days, early enough in the day for the 
soil surface and seedlings to become 
dry before sundown. 


Avoid excessive use of nitrogen plant 
foods. This is particularly important 
with crops that are grown for fruits 
rather than foliage, as, for example, 
tomatoes, peppers, ‘squash and beans. 
Plant food requirements vary greatly 
with the soil and the crop, but most 
home gardeners tend to apply fertilizers 
too lavishly. Over-generous use of plant 
foods, especially those high in nitrogen, 
tends to prolong vegetative growth and 
delay or discourage fruit production. 

I have found that soils that have in 
the past produced good crops of vege- 
tables can be maintained very well if 2 
or 3 pounds, barely a quart, of 4-12-6. 
4-12-4, 4-16-4 (or a similar analysis) is 
added yearly to each 100 square feet. 
This amount can be doubled where cab- 
bage, carrots and beets are to be grown. 


Keep insects and diseases under control. 
Any garden is subject to diseases and in- 
sects but you will have only a minimum 
of trouble if you observe simple garden 
sanitation practices. Clean up the 
garden in the fall and burn all insect- 
laden and diseased plants. Also spade 
up the garden. This will leave the 
ground rough over the winter, prevent- 
ing destructive water run-off. It will 
also destroy the resting stages of some 
insects. 

During wet seasons it is a good idea 
to apply copper fungicides, especially 
to tomatoes and potatoes. Bordeaux 
mixture is an old reliable that’s hard to 


beat. More recently devised fixed-cop- 
per formulations, available under a 
variety of trade names, are easier to use 
and are regarded by many as equal to 
Bordeaux or better. 

Most of the insects that menace vege- 
table gardens, including asparagus bee- 
tle, Mexican bean beetle, European corn 


borer, squash vine borer, striped cu- 
cumber beetle and cabbage worm are 
subdued by rotenone-containing mate- 
rials, which are practically harmless to 
humans. Most rotenone-containing ma- 
terials also contain pyrethrum, which is 
likewise practically harmless to humans. 
However, in choosing these safe, very 
effective general purpose insecticides, 
we should not exclude occasional use of 
insecticides that may be even more 
effective for specific purposes. For in- 
stance, I have found that saba dust con- 
trols adult squash bugs, the crusty vil- 
lains that have heretofore defied every 
effort at control short of picking and 
burning or crushing them. 


Harvest crop when prime and use sur- 
pluses. Home-grown vegetables that 
may become tiresomely abundant in 
July are very welcome in January. A 
home freezer provides excellent means 
for avoiding waste. Surpluses of peas, 
snap beans, sweet corn, asparagus, broc- 
coli, cauliflower and winter squash can 
be frozen. Potatoes, carrots and apples 
can be stored very well even if you 
don’t have the conventional earth- 
floored basement room or root cellar. 
I have been abl¢ to keep apples, carrots 
and potatoes in excellent condition 
until early spring by storing them in 
tight vinegar barrels, metal barrels or 
the small containers used for soft drink 
concentrates. Root crop surpluses 
should be harvested as late in the fall 
as possible. Don’t scrub or brush the 
roots, this breaks the skin and 
invites spoilage. Place the storage bar- 
rel on a back porch where it will be safe 
from freezing or even in a basement 
room where the temperature is between 
40° and 50 In the upper 6 or 8 
inches of the barrel crumple a mass of 
moistened burlap over the vegetables. 
This should be remoistened from time 
to time. Place a loosely fitted cover 
over the top.¢ 


since 





by ROBERT S. LEMMON 


NORWAY MAPLE whose leaves 
A are dark, glistening crimson 

throughout the spring and sum- 
mer is horticultural news that opens 
all manner of opportunities for new 
landscaping effects. The form known 
as Schwedler maple has made an effort 
toward this rewarding goal, but its 
red changes to green with the arrival 
of summer. Finally, along comes the 
postwar variety Crimson King, which 
really fills the bill. As a result it is 
making headlines such as no other new 
tree has achieved in years. 

Crimson King, whose full official 
name is Acer platanoides Schwedleri 
nigra, is a true Norway in form, hardi- 
ness and ease of culture. All it needs 
to develop its full beauty is reasonably 
good soil and drainage, sunlight, and 
ample space to grow tall and broad. 
The shade it casts during the warm 
months is deep and refreshing, while 
proper shaping during its nursery years 
practically guarantees that no branch 
will be low enough to get in anyone’s 
way. As for possible trouble with 
plant insect pests or diseases—well, 
there is no more reason to anticipate 
it than with any other form of Norway. 

So much for practical considerations. 
Now let’s look at some of the ways of 
utilizing Crimson King’s unusual dis- 
play assets to best advantage. 

Dogmatic, take-it-or-else rules for 
home-grounds landscaping can _ be 
tricky business, for the simple reason 
that there are always some properties 
which nullify them by _ unalterable 
peculiarities of size, topography, sur- 
roundings or perhaps the location or 
architectural style of the house itself. 
As a general principle, however, it is 
well to remember that any sizable tree 
of exceptionally striking color can easily 
be given too great prominence, with 
the result that it ruins the harmony of 
the rest of the landscaping and actually 
dominates the whole place. A rather 
frequent example of such an occurrence 
is that single big blue spruce growing 
in the middle of a small front lawn 
and fairly shouting at every passerby. 

So, on the majority of home prop- 
erties, Crimson King finds its most ap- 
propriate location in the neighborhood 
of one of the side boundary lines or 
perhaps toward the rear [SEE PAGE 144] 


THE TREES OF HOME—NO. 1 IN A SERIES 


Reddest of all the maples 


CRIMSON KING, in com- 
mon with all Norway 
maples, has a symmetrical, 
sturdy winter frame. When 
in full foliage it makes a 
broad, graceful tree, beau- 
tiful to look at and practi- 
cal, too, for giving shade. 


DRAWING FOR FLOWER CROWER BY ALLIANORA ROSSE 


A LEAF of Crimson King maple. 
leaves of this variety keep 


The 
their 


crimson color 


all summer, 





color from spring to fall with these... 


TWELVE FLOWERING 


TEN PHOTOGRAPHS BY ROCHE 


FORSYTHI 


Forsythia intermedia spectabilis— 
deep yellow early spring. Habit: 
erect and gracefully arching stems, 
height and spread 8 to 10 ft. Use: 
informal hedges, lawn specimens; 
sun or light shade; average soil. 
Remarks: thin from base (do not 
shear) after flowering. Good var- 
iety for cold climates. Pale yellow 
types available. 


Syringa species and hybrids — 
white, blues, pinks, lavenders, 
single and double, fragrant, May 
and June. Habit: upright to 15 ft., 
picturesque stem formation. Use: 
borders, hedges, single specimens, 
sun or light shade, alkaline soil. 
Remarks: prune excess growth 
from base. Cut out privet under- 
stock growth on hybrids. 


DONALD F. MERRETT 


FRAGRANT SNOWBALL 


Viburnum Carlcephalum — pink- 
white, April to May, fragrant. 
Habit: rounded top, compact to 
7 ft. tall. Use: mixed borders, lawn 
specimen, foundation plantings. 
Remarks: winter hardy, fast grow- 
ing, prune for shaping, average 
soil, good fall foliage. Relatively 
new, thoroughly tried and highly 
recommended. 


ST. JOHNSWORT 


Hypericum species and varieties— 
yellow, July into September. Habit: 
arcniig, Spreading, | to 4 ft. tall. 
Use: foreground shrub in borders, 
foundations, accents in perennial 
borders, rock gardens, some shade, 
neutral soil. Remarks: may freeze 
to soil line each year in cold 
climates. Must have good drainage 
and likes sandy soil. 


BEAUTY-BUSH 


Kolkwitzia amabilis—pale pink in 
early June. Habit: center erect to 
9 ft., side branches arching. Slow 
first few years. Use: background 
shrub, sun or light shade. Etched 
against building, stems and flaky 
bark have winter interest. Good 
foliage summer and fall. Remarks: 
average soil but needs drainage in 
cold climates. 
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BUTTERFLY-BUSH 


Buddleia Davidi and varieties— 
lilac and purple, fragrant, July to 
autumn. Habit: open spreading to 
8 ft. Use: singly in corners, back 
perennial borders, an accent with 
birdbaths or other features, full 
sun, well-drained soil. Remarks: 
prune to ground in spring then cut 
back new spring growth for com- 
pact form. 





GLOBEFLOWER KERRIA 


Kerria japonica pleniflora—gold- 
yellow, May and June. Habit: 
twiggy, suckering, stems to 6 ft. 
Species to 4 ft. with single flowers. 
Use: borders, foundations, sun or 
shade, never looks “leggy”. Con- 
spicuous green stems in winter. 
Remarks: not completely hardy, 
prune dead stems in spring, aver- 
age garden soil. 


SPIREA 


Spiraca Bumalda—old rose, July 
and August. Habit: many stems 
from large crown, rounded top, to 
4 ft. Use: facer in shrub border, 
doorway accents, group together, 
soil tolerant, sun or partial shade. 
Remarks: prune early spring and 
after flowering to obtain second 
burst of bloom. Anthony Waterer 
and var. Froebeli most grown. 


Study this chart from left to right and 


see how you can have a succession of bloom 


from a few inexpensive 


BUSH-ARBUTUS 


Abelia grandiflora — pink-white, 
mid-June to winter, slightly frag- 
rant. Habit: multiple crown with 
graceful open appearance to 4 ft. 
Use: foundation, borders, informal 
hedges, soil tolerant, sun or light 
shade. Remarks: not fully hardy 
above New York, semi-evergreen, 
slow to establish. Protect in cold 
climates. Highly recommended. 


ROSE-OF-SHARON 


Hibiscus syriacus—white, rose or 
purple, August. Habit: upright, 
branching to 15 ft. untrimmed. 
Use: borders, clipped and informal 
hedges, pruned as_ small tree, 
“French trim” to ball-like top on 
single stem, sun or light shade, 
average soil. Remarks: prune early 
spring; remove seed pods to pre- 
vent self-sowing. 


deciduous shrubs 


MOCK-ORANGE 


Philadelphus coronarius—exciting 
white floral display, June, French 
hybrids with double flowers. Ha- 
bit: Broad rounded to 8 ft. Rather 
open at base: Use: background 
shrub for borders, informal hedges. 
Not for foundations, sun or light 
shade, average soil. Remarks: 
prune after flowering. Not reliably 
hardy far North. 


MCFARLAND 


BLUE-BEARD 


Caryopteris incana — violet-blue, 
white and pink forms, August and 
September. Habit: masses. of 
stems, informal outline to 6 ft. 
high in mild climates. Use: facer 
shrub in borders, perennial garden, 
foundations; sun, well-drained soil. 
Remarks: mulch in north over 
winter; prune to ground in spring. 
Recommended for fall color. 





























SEVEN CHANGES MADE THIS YARD A GARDEN 


The only major planting addi- 

tion was a tall hedge. The land- 
scape result: unsightly objects are 
screened and privacy is gained for 
outdoor living. 


The clothes dryer was moved to 

the side of the house near the 
kitchen. The landscape result: 
the full beauty of the tree is seen 
and the yard is truly an outdoor 
living room. 


In a new location the bird bath 

has a background when viewed 
from any direction. The landscape 
result: nothing distracts from the 
major vista. The uncluttered lawn 
speeds mowing. 


Flowering shrubs were set in 
a row and trimmed high. The 


landscape result: the narrow yard 
seems wider, and a sense of mys- 
tery results from the filtered view. 


- The stepping stones were reset 

in a long path from the terrace 
to the focal point, a garden bench. 
The landscape result: a greater feel- 
ing of depth and unity. The path 
now has an objective. 


Flowers have been concen- 

trated in one border. The land- 
scape result: the flowers are more 
showy and are easily cared for. 


Evergreen shrubs were trans- 
planted to the right foreground 
and to either side of the bench. 
The landscape result: repetition 
of form and texture adds interest 
and strengthens the winter design. 


[For ways to use fences to enclose your yard see page 68] 


BEFOR » Shrubs and flow- 

® ers are splattered 
all over this back yard. Flowers 
are unable to compete with un- 
sightly objects in next-door yards. 
Mowing is a chore, and the gar- 
dener gets no joy from his labor. 








FOR BETTER LANDSCAPING 


How to re-landscape your yard 


by JOHN R. REBHAN 


® Make a scale plan of your present back yard and 
then over it lay a tissue paper plan showing pro- 
posed changes so you see clearly what you will have 
to move and what may remain in place. 


® As you plan, limit yourself to what you feel you 
will be able to conveniently maintain, remembering 
that power equipment speeds work. 


© Be ruthless when you evaluate the plant materials 
you have and then assign them to new locations. 
Overgrown shrubs may be more economically re- 
placed than transplanted. 







969 oF 


~\ as 















—_ 





= o, 


a 





© Aim for living, play and work areas that will fill 
present and future needs of your family—a play 
yard may become a garden in years to come. 


¢Show off interesting existing features and play 
down less desirable ones. Any screening you do 
should be effective twelve months of the year. 


® Your re-landscaping may be accomplished over a 
period of time or all at once. There are advantages 
in each method. Remember that plants are best 
moved in spring or fall. Construction may be done 
during summer and winter. 


AFTER: The same flowers 
s and shrubs have a 
chance to display their beauty. 
The chore has been taken out of 
mowing. The gardener finds it 
fun to work in this yard because 
he knows that everything he does 
makes it a garden that he can be 
ys very proud of. 
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DRAWINGS BY ALLIANORA ROSSE 








The glory-lily: for pots® 


vivid crimson and bright chrome yellow make the 
glory-lily (Gloriosa Rothschildiana) the perfect accent 
for the patio, garden or greenhouse. Although important 
to the florist, who uses the long-lasting blooms for ar- 
rangements and corsages, the glory-lily can also be grown 
by the home gardener, indoors as a potted house plant, 
outdoors in the garden or in the greenhouse, of course. 
in the South the glory-lily is left in the garden all year 
‘round, but in the Northern states, even as far north as 
Massachusetts, it is started in pots indoors and then 
bedded out for the summer months, after which the 
tubers are dug and rested until the following year. 

The twining growth of the glory-lily is well adapted 
for covering trellises or rough walls or for framing 
windows. It may also be used as a pot plant to add a 
lively splash of color to a corner of the patio or terrace. 
When the glory-lily is grown in the greenhouse, it is 
often supported by wire mesh stretched along a side 
bench or across an end of the house. 

Unlike most members of the lily family, the glory-lily 
does not grow from scaly bulbs but from plump, pencil- 
like tuberous roots. At the very tip of the tuber is a bud 
or eye; if it is not very far developed, it may be hard 
to find. This bud or eye must be protected at all times, 
for if it is broken off, another will not be produced and 
the tuber will be worthless. 

Tubers are generally available from concerns specializ- 
ing in unusual plants or in bulbs for pots. They are 
available in a range of sizes but the largest tubers produce 
the largest and best-flowering plants. Those 2 or 3 inches 
long have little value as blooming tubers but those 6 
inches long and 3*4 to | inch in diameter will produce lots 
of blooms. 

Dormant tubers may be started into growth indoors 
in late January or February or they may be planted out- 
doors in the garden at the same time annuals are being 
sown. For an early start plant the tubers either singly in 
a 6-inch pot or three in an 8-inch pot. Make up a potting 
mixture that is loose and fertile—adding sand and leaf- 
mold to ordinary garden soil will make a proper potting 
soil. Plant tubers horizontally, about 2 inches deep. Keep 
the soil moist, and after the plants are well along, water 
more freely. For the best growth keep the plants at 
a night temperature of 60° to 65°. 

If you would like to set the plants out in the garden, 
you can do this when the soil has warmed thoroughly 
and all danger of frost is past—usually the latter part 
of May in the Northern states. Glory-lilies will grow in 
either sun or part shade, but the brightest flowers are 
produced in bright sunny spots. Since the plants are weak 
stemmed, give them some form of support, either by 
placing them near a wall, column or trellis or by erect- 
ing a teepee-like structure over the plant. Flowers, often 
up to 4 inches across, will be produced during July, 
August and September. During the summer months, 
when the soil is apt to become dry, the plants should be 
watered often. 

If you are planning to leave the plants in pots, provide 
some kind of support for them and apply liquid fer- 
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tilizer regularly until they become dormant in the fall. 
The plants will tend to become bushy because the root 
growth is restricted by the pots. When the flowering 
is over and the foliage begins to fade, gradually reduce 
the amount of water, finally withholding it. Keep the 
tubers dry until the following January, when you can 
start them into growth again. 

Tubers that have been planted out in the garden must 
be dug up before the first frost. Be especially careful 
not to break or damage them. If any of the tubers are 
L- or V-shaped, cut them apart at the juncture, thus 
making two tubers, each with an eye at the tip. It’s inter- 
esting to note that if the L- or V-shaped tuber were left 
intact, only one eye would develop. Store the tubers 
over the winter in flats of peatmoss, sand or vermic- 
ulite. The best temperature for storage is 55° to 60°. 

If you live in the South, the culture of the glory-lily 
will be a little different. Plant the tubers out in the 
garden in January or February, setting them 4 to 5 inches 
deep. (Some gardeners prefer to delay planting until 
the bud swells and the tuber turns pink.) The soil should 
be well-drained and fertile. Give the plants plenty of 
room, for in a couple of years the tubers will have 
multiplied and grown out in all directions. A sunny ex- 
posure is best but the glory-lily will grow in part shade, 
too. The plants will be in flower for about two to two 
and one-half months. In the Middle and Lower South 
the glory-lily may be left in the ground from one year 
to the next, but in the more northerly parts either the 
plants must be protected or the tubers’ lifted when the 
tops die down. 

The glory-lily is remarkably free of diseases and insects. 
Its only pest is the common aphid, which can be con- 
trolled easily with nicotine sulfate. 

When I start glory-lily tubers in pots, I prefer to delay 
planting time until the tubers have become pink and 
the eye has developed. I fill the pots with a mixture that 
I've made up earlier, usually consisting of 1 part leaf- 
mold and 2 parts sand, plus some well-rotted manure. 

One winter, when I selected only well-developed tubers, 
the eyes developed promptly and very rapidly, taking 
only a week to emerge. Three weeks later the plants 
were 3 feet high and needed staking. Seven weeks after 
potting, the plants were in bloom. They continued to 
flower for five weeks. Three laterals formed, besides the 
main stem, and each one produced blooms. Each tuber 
produced, on the average, twenty blooms. I watered the 
soil every day and since the potting soil was loose 
and well drained no excess water collected on the top 
of the soil. To help the plants to develop large tubers 
for the following year’s bloom, I applied a high potash- 
phosphorous fertilizer every three or four weeks.— 

Harry NELIs 
Editor’s note: On the opposite page you will see a photo- 
graph of one of the most commonly grown of the glory- 
lilies, Gloriosa Rothschildiana. After you’ve grown this 
species, you will want to try growing some of the other 
species and varieties. For an added challenge you may 
want to try growing glory-lilies from seed instead of 
tubers.¢ 
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FOR YOUR ARRANGEMENT SCRAPBOOK 


Arrange your garden 
flowers like this ... 


Flower Arrangement for Flower Grower by Myra J. Brooks. Photographed by Jack and Mary Alice Roche 


| An arrangement is planned 2 A copper lustre sugar bowl calls for 3 The basic design is established with 
for a particular location. flowers of equal strength and_ bril- e larkspur. Clematis is added for color 
Here, flowers from the July liance The container has a wide mouth. strength and to modify the. stiffness. of 
garden have been assembled in To support the flower stems, forsythia or the larkspur The larkspur gives needed 
formally to go in a summer's privet branches are inserted in a pinholdet spike form and picks up the overtones of 
bouquet for a room where the and sheared off so when placed in the purple in the container The buds of the 
colors are predominantly gray. container they will be just above its edge. larkspur provide additional height interest. 


Within the pattern suggested by the FP A few yellow roses help to coordinate 
larkspur, rosebuds and roses of small >) the sharp contrasts of other colors. 
size are next inserted in the arrangement. They also bring balance to the lower part 
An harmonious gradation of color is being of the arrangement placed on either side 
developed. An old-fashioned Cardinal Riche- of center, where space is left for the finish- 
lieu rose is placed at the lowest point. ing touch of pansies and pink roses. 





lo complete the whole composition, the choice brilliant pink 
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YOUR PERENNIAL GARDEN can be just as colorful as this at midsummer if you plan and plant wisely 








FLOWER GROWER'S Spring 


Guide to Perennials. a special 


12-page section divided into 3 


parts, answering all your 


questions about this group of plants 


Perennials 


opposite page? The answer is you can—and you 

can start this spring. The reason this border (and 
only one is shown—the two top photographs are details 
of the garden pictured at the bottom and are included 
here to show you how to combine plants for color effect 
and contrast in form) is so pleasing is that it is planted 
predominantly with perennials, the plants to which this 
special section of FLOWER GROWER is devoted. 


i] CAN I MAKE MY GARDEN look like the ones on the 


These are Perennials to Plant This Spring 


Among the flowering plants known as perennials (plants 
that live on in the garden year after year) are bleeding- 
heart, chrysanthemum, delphinium, day-lily, babys-breath, 
gaillardia, iris, phlox, Oriental poppy, lupine, peony, 
veronica and hundreds of others you will find listed in 
any good nursery catalog. 

Most perennials are not difficult to grow but there are 
a few cultural differences. Detailed instructions for grow- 
ing five favorite perennials will be found on page 96 of 
this section. 


First Pick a Color Scheme 


You can have a garden as full of color and general eye 
interest as the border shown opposite but you will have 
to do a little armchair planning first. As Montague Free 
points out in “How to Make a Garden of Perennials,” 
beginning on the next page, a plan drawn to scale and 
to fit your site and dimensions, is necessary. This way 
you can work out your color scheme and then order 
perennials according to how they will fit into your 
combinations. By working out details on paper first, you 
can select both early and late-blooming day-lilies so that 
all of them won't flower at the same time, leaving later 
weeks with nothing but foliage. Again, the plan-on-paper 
method will help you to avoid putting orange day-lilies 
beside pale pink phlox! 


If you have never grown many perennials, you would 
do well to start with selections from the list of thirty on 
page 90. Height and time of bloom are also given. For 
recent varieties of these thirty best, consult this spring’s 
nursery catalogs. 


Choose Perennials of Contrasting Form 


If you will study the photographs on the opposite page, 
you will notice how skillfully the designer of this border 
has used varying flower forms and foliage to make a 
garden that is never monotonous, never formless. For 
instance, note in the upper left photograph how the rounded 
masses Of white phlox have a contrasting companion 
planting of spike-flowered veronica. The color accents 
in this group are provided by a low foreground planting 
of an annual, pink petunia, and by purple-blue balloon- 
flower (platycodon) behind the veronica. In this same 
section, the clump of iris foliage beside the veronica 
introduces still another pleasing variation in form. The 
top right photograph shows other examples of good 
perennial and annual combinations for color and form. 

In the border on the opposite page you can pick out 
many other good plants in addition to those specifically 
discussed. They include such annuals as marigold and 
ageratum and such tuberous types as dahlias. Now turn 
the page and with Montague Free’s sage advice as a 
guide, start planning your own perennial border this 
spring.—MARJorRIE P. JOHNSON 


"- Book Digest: All About the 
— Perennial Garden by Montague Free 


Book Excerpt: Perennials 
by Marjorie P. Johnson 








Book Digest: All About the 


Perennial Garden by Montague Free 


HERE ARE MANY WAYS IN WHICH PERENNIALS can be 

used. Many of the strong-growing, vigorous kinds 

can be naturalized in a meadow (Butterfly-weed, New 
York Asters, Baptisia, Tall Bearded Iris, etc.); in wet spots 
or alongside a stream (Goats-beard, Rose-mallow, Siberian 
Iris, Purple Loosestrife); or in partial shade of thin wood- 
land (Columbine, Bugbane, Dames-rocket, Daylily, Bee- 
balm, Meadow-rue, Plantain-lily). 

Perennials are valuable as fillers in newly planted shrub- 
bery where they can be looked on as expendables to be 
removed when the shrubs begin to crowd them, or they 
can serve as a reserve for later planting in a flower garden. 
Hollyhocks can serve the useful function of a screen and 
are beautiful when seen against a garage wall. Plume- 
poppy and various perennial Sunflowers are strong grow- 
ing kinds which are effective as screens during summer 
and fall. 

Many are excellent for use as cut flowers and these 
are best grown in a reserve garden by themselves so 
that the display garden need not be depleted of blooms 
by “arrangers.” 


Perennials Deserve Their Own Garden 


But perennials perform their most important function 
in the flower garden where they give a feeling of stability 
and permanence and collectively provide a longer flowering 
season, especially in spring, blooming before most of the 
annuals have even germinated. In the fall Chrysanthe- 
mums continue to be colorful after frosts have put the 
quietus on the annuals. They can be displayed among 
shrubs, in beds, or, and this is usually the most satisfactory, 
in long borders with a background of some kind. In 
general perennials are not adapted to severely formal 
planting—they do not fit properly in geometric beds. 

By making the right selection of species and varieties it 
is possible to have bloom from May to October inclusive. 
They should be carefully chosen, however, including 
chiefly those kinds which have few enemies and are reason- 
ably easy to grow. Select those with a long blooming 
season——Chrysanthemum, Heliopsis, Gaillardia, Phlox, etc.; 
those which have good foliage when they are not in 
bloom—Dianthus, Siberian Iris, Peony; or, so spectacular 
in bloom, even though it covers only a short period, that 
it cannot be omitted—Oriental Poppy, for example. The 
hybrid Delphiniums, despite the fact that they are often 
temperamental, are so beautiful that their culture must 
at least be attempted when there is any chance at all of 
success. In gardens throughout those regions where the 
summer climate is terrifically hot they can be treated as 
biennials with a fair chance of success. 

There are hundreds of genera of hardy herbaceous 
perennials suitable for garden use; catalogues of firms 
specializing in this group list upwards of a hundred with 
numerous species and garden varieties. From these selec- 
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tions have been made on the basis of merit, and, in general, 
on their adaptability of growth over most of the United 
States. Very few of them, however, will survive in Florida 
and similar subtropic regions. Some will not succeed in 
really dry areas without copious irrigation. Flowers of 
Japanese Anemone and late Chrysanthemums are subject 
to frost injury in northern and mountainous areas where 
the onset of winter is early. In order to get the longest 
blooming period, it is desirable to do some pruning by 
cutting off faded flowers. Some kinds in particular respond 
to this treatment—Helenium, Gypsophila, Gaillardia, and 
Phlox. 


Cream of the Perennial Crop 


This list, in this man’s opinion, contains the cream of 
the perennials. Personal predilections or their ability to 
thrive in your garden may lead you to choose some of 
them in preference to others. Thirty basic perennials for 
the well-planned border, with height and blooming season: 

Anemone japonica alba, Japanese Anemone, 3-5 feet, 

September-October 
Aquilegia, Columbine,. 1-3 feet, May-August 
Arabis albida, Wall Rock-cress, 9-12 inches, April-May 
Aster Frikarti, Wonder of Staffa, 2 feet, July-November 
Aster novi-belgi, Michaelmas Daisy, 3-5 feet, September- 
October 

Campanula carpatica, Carpathian Harebell, 9-15 inches, 
July-September 

Chrysanthemum morifolium, Garden Chrysanthemum, 
1-4 feet, July-November 

Coreopsis verticillata, Thread-leaved Tickseed, 2 feet, 

all summer 
Delphinium elatum, Delphinium or Larkspur, 5-8 feet, 
June-July and in fall 

Dianthus plumarius, Cottage Pink, 10-15 inches, June- 
September 

Dictamnus albus,, Dittany, Gas-plant, 2-3 feet, May- 
June 

Gaillardia aristata, Blanket-flower, 2-2’ feet, June- 
October 

Gypsophila paniculata, Babys-breath, 21-3 feet, June- 
July 

Helenium autumnale, Sneezeweed, 3-5 feet, August- 
September 

Heliopsis scabra incomparabilis, Golden Sunflower, 3-4 

feet, July-September 

Hemerocallis, Daylily, 142-32 feet, May-September 

Heuchera sanguinea, Coral-bells, 112-2 feet, June-July 

Iberis sempervirens, Perennial Candytuft, 1 foot, May- 

June ; 

Iris, Tall Bearded Iris, 2-4 feet, May-June 

Iris sibirica, Siberian Iris, 22-34% feet, May-June 

Lilium regale, Regal Lily, 4-7 feet, June-July 

Monarda didyma, Bee-balm, 3 feet, July-August 
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Nepeta Mussini, Border Catmint, 1 foot, June-August 

Paeonia albiflora, Peony, 2-3 feet, May-June 

Papaver nudicaule, Iceland Poppy, 1-2 feet, May-July 

Papaver orientale, Oriental Poppy, 2-4 feet, June 

Phlox paniculata, Summer Phlox, 2-4 feet, July-Septem- 
ber 

Platycodon grandiflorum, Balloon Flower, 2-3 feet, June- 
August 

Veronica maritima subsessilis, Speedwell, 22 feet, July- 
September 

Viola cornuta, Tufted Pansy, Horned Violet, 6-9 inches, 
May-September 


These Perennials Like 
Each Other’s Company 


Some suggestions—companionable plants to keep the 
border in bloom: 

Golden Columbine (A quilegia chrysantha), 3 feet, May- 
July. Aster Wonder of Staffa (Aster Frikarti), 1%2-2 feet, 
July-November. May-flowering Tulips in between. Glory- 
of-the-Snow (Chionodoxa Luciliae) and Viola Chantry- 
land interplanted in foreground. Flowers April-October; 
best display, May-June. 

Japanese Anemone (Anemone japonica alba), 3-5 feet, 
September-October. Monkshood (Aconitum  Fischeri), 
4-5 feet, August-September, Peony, 2 feet, June. Leopards- 
bane (Doronicum caucasicum), 12-2 feet, April-May. 
Tussock or Carpathian Harebell (Campanula carpatica), 
| foot, July-September. Flowers May-June, August-Octo- 
ber. Best display, Septernber. 

Aster Gay Border Blue, 5 feet, September-November. 
Golden Sunflower Summer Gold (Heliopsis scabra incom- 
parabilis), 3-4 feet, July-September. Chinese Larkspur 
(Delphinium grandiflorum), 2-3 feet, June-August. Coral- 
bells (Heuchera sanguinea), 12-2 feet, June-July. Dian- 
thus Silvermine, 9 inches, June-September. Flowers 
June-September. Best display, June and September. 

Balloon Flower (Platycodon grandiflorum), 3 feet, June- 
August. Chrysanthemum King Midas, 2 feet, September- 
November. Gasplant (Dittany, Burning-bush) (Dictamnus 
albus rubra), 2-3 feet, May-June. May-flowering Tulips. 
Golden-tuft (Alyssum saxatile), 1 foot, April-May. Flow- 
ers May-June; August-October. 

Hybrid Delphinium, 5 feet, June-July. Madonna Lily 
(Lilium candidum), 3-5 feet, June-July. Phlox Daily 
Sketch, 312 feet, July-November. Phlox Miss Lingard, 
2% feet, June-November. Hardy Plumbago, Blue Lead- 
wort (Ceratostigma plumbaginoides), 1 foot, August- 
October. Coral-bells (Heuchera sanguinea). Flowers June- 
October. Best display, June. 

Helenium Riverton Gem, 4-5 feet, August-September. 
Tall Bearded Iris, 3 feet, June. Regal Lily (Lilium regale), 
4-7 feet, June-July, or Showy Japanese Lily (L. specio- 
sum), 3-5 feet, August-September. Blanket-flower (Gail- 





HERE ARE FOUR EARLY VIEWS 
OF MONTAGUE FREE’S GARDEN 


SITE of perennial garden with piles of decayed 
leaves ready to be mixed in the soil. Compare with 
photographs at bottom of column and on next page. 


ROTARY TILLER was big labor saver in 
preparing soil and churning under organic 
material such as decaying leaves, manure. 


PHOTOCRAPHS BY MALCOLM KINNEY 


PERENNIALS received from nursery § are 
dropped in place according to plan and should 
be planted quickly to keep roots from drying. 


AT END OF FIRST SEASON, garden looked 
like this. Annuals were used freely for color as 
many perennials had not yet become established. 
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Perennial Garden by Montague Free—continued 


You can have some perennials in bloom all summer if 


lardia aristata), 2-2% feet, June-October. Border Catmint 
(Nepeta Mussini), 1-1% feet, June-August. Candytuft 
(Iberis sempervirens), 1 foot, May. Flowers May to 
October. 

Oriental Poppy (Papaver orientale), 2-4 feet, June. 
Babys-breath Bristol Fairy (Gypsophila paniculata), 3 feet, 
July-September. Lemon Daylily (Hemerocallis flava), 2 
feet, May-June. Wall Rockcress (Arabis albida florepleno), 
6-10 inches, April-May. Hardy Plumbago. Main display, 
May and June. 

Monarda Cambridge Scarlet, 3 feet, July-August. 
Siberian Iris, 3 feet, May-June. Lemon Daylily (Hemero- 
callis flava), 242-3 feet, May-June. Peony Festiva Maxima, 
2% feet, June. Blanket-flower. Carpathian Harebell. For 
June mainly; good foliage through season. 

Hollyhock, 6 feet, July-August. Bugloss (Anchusa 
azurea), 3-5 feet, May-June. Daylily Patricia, 3 feet, July. 
Veronica Blue Champion, 2 feet, July. Peony Walter 
Faxon, 2% feet, June. Candytuft Snowflake. Viola Royal 
Purple, 9 inches, June-August. Flowers May-August. 


Best Times To Plant 


Most perennials can be planted at any time except when 
the ground is hard-frozen. But there are preferred seasons 
for the job when they can be planted without much fuss 
and bother and with the least injury to the plants. 

Although practically all perennials can be planted either 
in the spring or the fall, the general rule is: early-blooming 
hardy perennials are best moved in the fall with the 
objective of allowing as long a period as possible between 
planting and blooming to enable new roots to form; and 
late bloomers are best moved in the spring. Then there 
is a group which becomes more or less dormant about mid- 
summer and can be planted more effectively in August. 
Some are indifferent to season and may be planted in either 
fall or spring when they are dormant. 

Among the early bloomers (April-June) for which fall 
planting is preferred are: Peony, Phlox, Heuchera, Jap- 
anese and Siberian Irises, most Lilies, and the hardy spring- 
flowering bulbs. Exceptions are: Primroses, English 
Daisies, Rockcress, and Viola, which, having compact 
root systems, permit spring planting without detriment to 
flowering; and Alyssum and Pansy, which may fail to 
survive the winter in severe climates if planted in the fall. 

The late bloomers which usually succeed best when 
spring planting is practiced include: Japanese Anemone, 
Hardy Aster, Chrysanthemum, (both Garden Chrysan- 
themum and Shasta Daisy), Delphinium, Digitalis, Gail- 
lardia, Hibiscus, Kniphofia (this may also be planted after 
blooming in summer), Perennial Flax, Potentilla, and 
Stokesia. 

The group which is best adapted to midsummer planting 
includes: Bleeding-heart, Bearded Iris, Doronicum, Virginia 
Cowslip, Oriental Poppies, and, of the hardy bulbs, Ma- 
donna Lily and Crown Imperial. 

So when you are starting a perennial garden, you can 








do so either in early fall or early spring. Actually there is 
little to choose between the two seasons especially if you 
are favored by living in a climate where the temperature 
does not get below zero. If you start in the fall, there 
are only a few for which it is advisable to wait until spring 
—Alyssum, Aster (A. Frikarti, especially), and Chrysan- 
themum. If you wait until spring to plant, you will have 
to forgo for a season the pleasure of seeing the blooms 
of the hardy spring-flowering bulbs and Peonies; but, on 
the other hand, you will suffer less loss from winter killing. 
Ideally you should take three bites of the cherry and do 
some of the planting in the fall, some in the spring, and 
some at midsummer. The places in which the midsummer 
plantings are to go can be filled temporarily by biennials, 
such as Canterbury Bells and Foxglove, which can be 
removed after flowering and their places taken by the 
permanent occupants. 


Locations for A Garden 


A garden, or beds, or borders for the cultivation of peren- 
nials should for the most part be located in the open. 
Some shade is not objectionable over part of the layout 
provided there is not too much competition from tree or 
shrub roots. 

The area should be related to its surroundings. Some- 
times it may be an informal affair, roughly paralleling 
the outlines of a shrub border with a curving front edge, 
the lawn in the foreground, and the border providing 
a desirable background. This is perhaps the simplest way 
of installing a perennial border. 

A formal clipped hedge makes an excellent background 
for perennials. Here again there should be a space of 
at least 3 feet between it and the flowers, not only to 
avoid root competition, but to prevent mutual injury 
and permit shearing the hedge without interfering with 
the flowers. 

Often in the case of small properties a strip 2 or more 
feet wide along the boundary fence or alongside a wall 
may be the most satisfactory location. A fence or wall 
can be embellished with vines or espaliered shrubs to 
enhance the background. When the border is much in 
excess of 3 feet and room permits, it is desirable to allow 
a vacant space 2 feet wide between flowers and fence to 
facilitate the care of the vines on the fence or wall and 
the flowers in the border. 

On larger properties the flower garden can be a de- 
liberately contrived affair enclosed by a screen of shrubs 
or a formal clipped hedge with the perennials displayed 
in beds and borders which may be informal or partly 
formal in character. 


How to Double Dig 


Some plants—Gas-plant and Peony, for example—im- 
prove with age if left undisturbed for a number of years; 
therefore, it is desirable to provide a good depth of rich 











you make a plan first! 


topsoil at the start. Even those plants which may need 
to be transplanted every three or four years respond by 
richer growth and larger flowers to careful initial prepa- 
ration of the soil. Furthermore plants are less bothered 
by dry spells because the improved soil holds more mois- 
ture and the roots are able to penetrate more deeply. 

I have been told that in Holland soil mixtures are 
sometimes prepared to a depth of 6 feet! This I take 
with a grain of salt, but oldtimers thought nothing of 
trenching the soil to a depth of 3 feet. Today, with the 
labor situation what it is, and with the almost uni- 
versal endeavor to escape the curse of Cain, such deep 
preparation is outside the real of practical politics. So I, 
for one, am prepared to settle for double-digging. This 
is how it’s done: 

First, mark out the boundaries of the bed or border 
with mason’s cord. At one end measure off 2 feet and 
stretch a string across the width of the plot. Dig out 
the top soil to spade depth in this area, which, if your 
spade is the same size as mine, will leave a trench that 
is 11 inches deep. The topsoil should be wheeled to the 
opposite end of the plot to be used to fill in the last 
trench. If the new bed is being made on ground covered 
with grass, the sod should be put in a separate pile. 

In the bottom of the trench spread a layer of rotted 
manure, compost, or leafmold, and mix it in as deeply 
as possible with a spading fork. 

Move the transverse string 2 feet along the bed, skin 
off the sods from this area and put them upside down 
in the first trench. Sprinkle them lightly with 5-10-5 
fertilizer (1% pound to a square yard), chop it into the 
sods with a spade, then proceed to dig out the second 
trench to spade depth and throw the soil into the first 
trench. If you have rotted manure or compost to spare, 
it can be mixed in as the work proceeds. This process is 
repeated in 2-foot stretches until the final trench is 
reached and made, when the sods and soil which were 
removed from the initial trench are used to fill it. If 
this method is followed, the ground will be loosened and 
humus mixed in it about 18 inches deep. 

It is possible to get by with ordinary digging if a 2- to 
3-inch layer of rotted manure or compost is put on the 
surface and dug into the full depth of the spade, but 
double-digging or some other procedure whereby the 
ground is prepared at least 18 inches deep is far preferable. 


Indoor Sport—Making A Plan 


One of the most enjoyable indoor sports of the gar- 
dener is that of making actual planting plans. Of course 
it is possible to plant perennials without any previous 
planning—I have on occasion been guilty of it myself— 
but it is a hit-or-miss proposition at the best and one may 
expect far better results if considerable thought is given 
to the subject and our conclusions are set down on paper 
before putting out any plants. 

A plan can also serve as a record of what has been 





PERENNIALS RIGHTLY PLANTED 
MAKE A PERMANENT GARDEN 





AUTHOR’S GARDEN in second season, now look- 


ing more like a perennial garden. However, many 
perennials have not yet reached full perfection. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY MA!'°COLM KINNEY 






BABYS-BREATH can be used to mask 
browning foliage of Oriental poppies and fill 
up space left after foliage dies back later. 
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IRIS AND OTHER PERENNIALS can be planted 
among shrubbery bays, especially when immature speci- 
mens are first set out, as in Montague Free’s garden. 
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y Book Digest: All About the 


Perennial Garden by Montague Free—continued 


Start a perennial garden this spring: select a site, make 


planted, both of kinds and varieties, so that labeling can 
be eliminated; also it can be pasted on a stout cardboard 
of large size and the margins can serve as a notebook 
for reminders of desirable changes. Before starting, 
however, there are a few factors to be considered which 
are fundamental in making any good garden plan what- 
ever its size, type, or design. 

1. Season of Bloom. If the owners are habitually away 
during part of the growing season, there is no point in 
setting out plants which are at their height of bloom at 
that time. (Chose only those plants which are at their best 
when you are there to enjoy them.) 


2. Character of Plant Material. Without doubt the most ° 


colorful border is the one which makes use of annuals 
and tender perennials to fill gaps caused by the passing 
of early-blooming perennials. A greater sense of satis- 
faction comes, however, when the effect is achieved by 
using mostly hardy perennials, including, of course, the 
hardy spring- and summer-flowering bulbs. 

3. Accent. What is an accent plant? Ralph Bailey de- 
fines it as follows: “An accent plant is one which attracts 
attention to itself by exceptional beauty; by its contrast 
to its fellows in size, form, or color; by its placement in 
a position where its dominance over other plants around 
it adds to the effectiveness of the whole.” Accepting this 
definition, we may inquire further: “What is their pur- 
pose?” One can say that primarily they are used to liven 
up the garden by providing highlights; to contrast with 
their neighbors; and to avoid a monotonous appearance. 
When entire components of the border are harmoniously 
massed in groups of approximately equal size, the result, 
while not necessarily monotonous—the change of em- 
phasis owing to seasonal bloom will take care of that— 
is likely to be placid or bread-and-butterish and whole- 
some, but not exciting. So we distribute a little cake or 
pie here and there to promote eye-catching interest. 

4. Size of Groups. Two factors enter here: the size 
of the garden, and the predilections of the owner. It 
is generally advised, in order to avoid spottiness, to use 
several plants of a kind in each group. But, if the garden 
is small, this severely limits the number of kinds that can 
be grown, and results in noticeably large areas devoid of 
color when the plants are not in bloom. The size of 
the groups should be determined by the size of the garden 
so that they are in proportion. If the owner’s predomi- 
nant interest is plants rather than the appearance of 
the garden as a whole, he will, in most cases, plant only 
one of a kind in order to secure the greatest variety in 
the space available. 

In general, a middle-of-the-road policy is best for the 
average garden. Single plants of large-growing kinds 
and those used for accents are permissible in the garden 
of medium size (Peony, the larger Asters, Helenium. 
Gas-plant, Bleeding-heart, etc.). Plants of moderate size 
(Chrysanthemum, Phlox, Heliopsis, Iris, etc.) can be 
used in groups of two to seven. Plant low-grading, front- 
line plants in groups of three to nine; while six to 
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twenty-four bulbs of Tulips and Narcissus and twelve 
to thirty-six Crocus and Chionodoxa are desirable. ; 

After deciding on a general policy the next step 1s 
to select a number of plants that appeal to you, with 
special emphasis on long-blooming kinds. List those 
chosen in three categories: one, 3 feet and over; two, 
114-3 feet; three, below 1% feet. Indicate approximate 
time of blooming and color of each kind. Then obtain 
some graph paper (%-inch squares—™% inch to a foot 
is a convenient scale with which to work), and outline 
the beds or borders to scale. You are now ready to start 
actual planning. 

With a pencil lightly outline the space to be assigned 
to each variety. In general, those in Category 1 will be 
placed in the rear ranks; those in 3 in the front; and 2 in 
between. But don’t be too rigid in this respect; vary 
the sky line from front to back, also along the length of 
the border, and let each category to some extent encroach 
upon its neighbors. . 


Planting Techniques 


If you have gone to the trouble of making a planting 
plan to scale, it is foolish to do the actual laying out of 
plants by freehand, which might mean reaching the end 
of the bed or border with 6 feet of it unplanted, or, 
worse still, with dozens of plants left over. Therefore, 
some provision must be made to ensure that the plants 
go into the beds and borders with no more than a few 
inches of deviation from the plan. The most effective 
way of doing this is to mark the edges of the planting 
area at 1-foot intervals. 

I find that the ordinary 6-inch wooden pot labels 
make good markers, though split shingles or something 
similar could be used. As an additional refinement, which 
is a valuable aid in locating the position of the plants, I 
like to put a 12-inch label every 5 feet, numbered 5, 10, 
15, 20, and so on. When the bed, or border, is 6 feet 
or less wide, one can usually estimate lateral distances; but 
when the width is more than 6 feet, it is worth while to 
make longitudinal furrows in the soil at 2-foot intervals 
to serve as guides. If the job is being done in the fall, 
and there has been preliminary planting, for example, of 
Peony, Oriental Poppy, and Madonna Lilies, their plant- 
ing stations should be marked by ring of powdered lime- 
stone to avoid encroachment. 

Before any considerable work is done, it is desirable 
to lay boards along the lines of greatest traffic to protect 
the lawn and bed edges. If there are any perennials 
already on the place that are destined to be moved into 
the new border, they can be attended to first, unless 
the purchased plants have arrived already. 

When the plants are received from the nursery, they 
should be unpacked at once. Probably some will be 
wrapped individually in moss and paper: some will be 
loose and bare-rooted except for the moist packing ma- 
terial surrounding them. The first-named should be ar- 








a plan, prepare soil, plant. 


ranged alphabetically to facilitate their subsequent place- 
ment, and packed upright closely together in shallow 
boxes. The bare-root plants should be heeled in, also 
alphabetically, in a nearby shrub border, or in that part 
of the perennial bed which is to be planted last. The 
individually wrapped plants may all be laid out prior 
to planting, which lessens the passing to and fro, but 
never lay out more than six or so of the bare-root 
plants before planting them, lest their roots suffer from 
drying. A cloudy, humid day is best for planting. 

Plants with deep root systems, such as Anchusa, Peony, 
and Babys-breath, or those which come in massive clumps, 
are most conveniently planted with the aid of a spade. 
Two persons can do this most efficiently—one to dig the 
holes and shovel in the soil around the roots, the other 
to hold the plant at the right depth, work the soil 
among the roots, and make the soil firm around them 
by pressing it down with his, or her, feet. Broken, 
mangled ends of thick, fleshy roots, such as those of 
Babys-breath, Peony, and Anchusa, should be trimmed 
off with a sharp knife to sound tissue. When the root 
system is comparatively small, a trowel can be used to 
make the hole and fill in the soil; the soil can be made 
firm about the roots with one’s hands. 


When You Plant 


1. Prevent roots from drying by working quickly, and 
avoid laying out more than half a dozen plants or so at 
a time if their roots are bare. 

2. If roots are bunched by packing, loosen them and 
spread them in their natural position. 

3. Make the hole large enough to contain the roots 
without crowding. 

4. See that the plants are set at the same depth as 
they were when growing in their previous positions— 
in general, this will mean that the junction between 
roots and stems is at, or barely beneath, the surface of 
the soil. 

5. Spread the roots in the hole naturally. In some 
species the roots tend to spread horizontally, but in gen- 
eral they should point downward, never toward the sky. 

6. Work the soil among and over the roots, then make 
it firm either with the feet or hands. This is important 
in order to bring the moist soil in close contact with the 
roots and, in the case of fall planting, to minimize the 
danger of heaving owing to alternate freezing and thawing 
in winter. 

7. Do not attempt to do the job when the soil is so 
wet that it is sticky. Under such conditions it is difficult 
to work the soil in between the roots. Furthermore the 
inevitable tramping around and making the soil firm over 
the roots may puddle it, thus injuring the soil structure 
in the garden. 


(From All About The Perennial Garden by Montague 
Free Copyright ©, 1955, by The Literary Guild of Amer- 
ica, Published by Doubleday & Company, Inc.) 








THREE DIFFERENT PERENNIAL 
GARDENS TO GIVE YOU IDEAS 

























A PERENNIAL GARDEN in horseshoe shape with 
ample lawn areas surrounding it. Note how varying 
habits, heights and foliage of plants add character. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY COTTSCHO-SCHLEISNER 


FRONTYARD GARDEN for all to enjoy! 
There’s no rule to prevent you from planting 
perennials like this. The fence is an asset. 





TWIN BORDERS separated by a grass path and backed 
by mixed shrubs. Spring bulbs are important early. An- 
nuals can be planted in their places for later bloom. 
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Book Excerpt: Perennials 
3 by Marjorie P. Johnson 


How to grow five favorite 


OLLYHOCKS ARE A GARDEN NECESSITY, if only for the 
sentimental pictures they evoke. They also have 
the effect of giving an air of permanence to even 

the newest garden or barest dooryard when other plants 
have not yet become well established. Start some plants 
and see, if you are faced with the problem of “breaking 
in” both a new home and a new garden! 

COMMON NAME: Hollyhock 

BOTANICAL NAME: Althaea rosea (al-thee’-uh ro-zee’-uh) 
HEIGHT OF PLANTS: 5 to 8 feet 

PLANTING DISTANCES: 18 inches 

FLOWERS: Single, double, or ruffled flowers in shades of 
red, pink, rose, yellow, and white, borne on very tall spikes. 
BLOOMING PERIOD: Early summer, but usually additional 
blooms appear throughout the summer. 

FOLIAGE VALUE: The base rosettes of large leaves can be 
decorative, but not when suffering from attacks of rust or 
red spider mites. See “Pests” on next page for ways to 
control these. 

BEST GROWING REGIONS: Hollyhocks will grow everywhere. 
PROPAGATION: While some nurserymen sell hollyhock 
plants, your best plan is to grow your own from seed, an 
immensely easy task. Sow seeds from early spring on— 
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TWO PERENNIALS FOR HEIGHT are hollyhocks, above, 
and delphinium, at right. Both can be easily grown from 
seed. They can be planted against house or garage wall, 
against fences or used in the background of a mixed flower 
border where besides height the spikes of bloom add interest. 


the earlier sown, the sooner will flowers appear, some- 
times by late summer of the same year. They can also 
be sown in late summer for early bloom the next season. 
Once established, they selfsow abundantly, so your first 
investment in seed is likely to be your last, unless you 
want to add more varieties. 

PLANTING AND TRANSPLANTING: Hollyhocks have long tap- 
roots, and are therefore difficult to move once established. 
Growing your own plants from seed and moving the 
seedlings before their roots have penetrated the soil deeply 
is one way of avoiding transplanting setback, often a 
trouble when moving mature plants. 

CULTURE: Hollyhocks will persist in a variety of soils, even 
poor dry ones, but do best in a deeply prepared soil full of 
organic matter such as leafmold, rotted manure, or com- 
post. They may flower quite well in light shade, but full 
sun is best. Hollyhocks are not supposed to be long-lived 
perennials—in fact, they are usually considered to be 
biennials (that is lasting only two years)—but they often 
last many seasons in the same location, due partly to their 
happy faculty for self-sowing. So one way or another, 
you can be pretty well assured that your hollyhocks will 
be with you for a long stay. 








perennials 


PESTS: The pests that attack hollyhocks are this plant’s 
chief disadvantage, as mentioned earlier. While few of 
them cause death, they can be disfiguring and eventually 
debilitating. Rust is one of the worst offenders; it causes 
rusty-colored pustules to break forth on leaves and stems. 
If your hollyhocks are prominent in your show garden, 
controlling rust may be important to you because of its 
unsightliness; otherwise hollyhocks planted for their pic- 
turesque effect along a fence, against a building, or just to 
be glimpsed in distant colonies, can be allowed to fend for 
themselves, come rust or not. To control rust: As soon 
as pustules are seen, pick off infected leaves; destroy any 
plants that are badly diseased. Dusting with sulphur should 
prevent rust from spreading to other plants; dust all holly- 
hock plants in the vicinity every ten days during the 
growing season. Red spider mites are the other principle 
pests; these tiny spiders suck plant juices and give the 
leaves a parched and unhealthy cast. The mites are usu- 
ally found in clusters on undersides of leaves; you can 
spot their webs, if not the mites themselves. Dust with 
such chemical controls as Aramite or Ovotran. Finally, 
Japanese beetles also love to feed on hollyhocks. You 
may already know that in seasons of bad infestation, fight- 


ORIENTAL POPPIES bloom in early summer. Set out 
plants in early spring, late summer or fall. They last years. 


JAPANESE IRIS and DAY-LILIES, blooming side by side, 


show an interesting contrast in flower form as well as color. 


ing Japanese beetles can be a losing battle; but if you're 
determined to try, use any general-purpose garden dust 
or spray containing DDT, methoxychlor, or arsenate of 
lead, and hope for the best. 

HOW TO USE: Hollyhocks are prized for their towering 
stalks strung with saucer-shaped flowers from June until 
late summer. You may find that many garden writers do 
not recommend that they be planted in a mixed border 
because of the space they will occupy. While it may be 
true that several plants are too overpowering for a small 
garden, colonies from 3 to 5 plants, repeated several times 
at intervals in a long border, can go far toward varying 
the skyline of the border and giving contrast to predom- 
inating rounded forms of flowers and foliage. If your 
garden is small, use | to 3 plants in a group, placing them 
carefully where it is desirable to carry the eye upward. 
Outside the garden proper, hollyhocks are almost a tra- 
ditional ornament against house or garage walls and along 
fences. 

BLOOMING COMPANIONS: Shasta daisies, early-flowering 
varieties of perennial phlox, globe thistle (Echinops), 
peonies (either in or out of bloom), and delphinium. Plant 
a few clumps in the vicinity of climbing roses. 

GOOD VARIETIES: Choose from any good seed catalogue, 
according to the colors you want. 


* Day-lilies from Spring to Fall 


Perhaps there is no other single perennial which has 
proved itself to be so valuable; day-lilies are for the lazy 
gardener who wants flowers and foliage year after year, 
with practically no work called for in between, and yet 
they are also the flower supreme for thé specialist who is 
interested in hybridizing, collecting, and generally specializ- 
ing in one plant. 

As with chrysanthemums, asters and iris, several day-lily 





Book Excerpt: Perennials 
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species have gone into the making of the named varieties 
now available to gardeners. Despite the fact that day-lilies 
and true lilies, such as the Madonnas and regals, are in the 
same plant family, day-lilies are in a separate genus (Hem- 
erocallis) from lilies (in genius Lilium), and are further 
differentiated in that they grow from swollen or slightly 
tuberous roots, rather than from true bulbs like lilies. 
COMMON NAME: Day-lily 

BOTANICAL NAME: Hemerocallis (Hem-er-o-kal’-lis ) 
HEIGHT OF PLANTS: 1% to 5 feet for flower stalks; 1 to 3 
feet for foliage 

PLANTING DISTANCE: About 2 feet (22 to 3 feet if plants 
are not to be divided regularly) 

FLOWERS: Usually trumpet-shaped and resembling true 
lilies. Color range is from pale yellow and cream to dark 
red and maroon, with some varieties approaching dark 
purple. Many of the flower centers and petals are “eyed” 
or “banded” with contrasting colors. Hybridizers will soon 
be giving us varieties which are true red or pink, and 
some so light as to be nearly white. Many varieties, par- 
ticularly the yellow, are deliciously scented. 

BLOOMING PERIOD: There are varieties to grow for spring 
and fall bloom, but the major flowering period is from 
early to late summer. The reason why these perennials are 
known as day lilies is that each flower originally remained 
open for a day only; modern varieties, however, often have 
flowers lasting for several days. Each variety is so crowded 
with buds that its flowering period can easily extend over 
several weeks. Many also are repeat bloomers; they flower 
again in the fall. 

FOLIAGE VALUE: Very high. The ribbonlike leaves form 
graceful fountains, attractive even when no flower stalks 
are carried above them. 
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LUPINES can be grown from seed, or buy plants from your 
nurseryman. Flower spikes are outstanding in form and color. 


BEST GROWING REGIONS: Day-lilies can be grown in virtu- 
ally every section of the United States. Hybridizers are at 
work in Florida, California, the Northwest, Midwest and 
East. Some of the evergreen varieties produced in warm 
regions may not thrive in cold regions, with the reverse 
of course being true of kinds developed in cold sections, 
but in general day-lilies are tolerant of both extremes of 
hot and cold. They are exceptionally drought resistant. 
PROPAGATION: Plants can be divided every three or four 
years, at almost any time when the soil is workable. The 
ideal times are early spring or fall, however, or when the 
plants have finished blooming. Lift the clump to be 
divided, using a spade or fork; place two forks back to 
back in the clump, and pry until separated. Repeat this 
operation until from four to even eight divisions are ob- 
tained. Be sure, when replanting, that the crown is not 
covered with more than one inch of soil. 

CULTURE: Day-lilies are not fussy about soil—they will 
grow well in clayey or sandy soil, but give top bloom 
quality when planted in soil which has been enriched gen- 
erously with rotted manure, compost, or other humusy 
materials. For best results day-lilies need at least half’ 
a day of sun; though in general they are sun lovers, they 
will flower satisfactorily in open shade—not in dense 
shade. Some of the delicately colored varieties may fade, 
in fact, if they are not grown in locations where the mid- 
day sunshine is filtered. 

As the flowers fade, they should be picked daily into 
the basket which is to be emptied on the compost pile. Cut 
off the flowering stalks after all buds have opened. 
PESTS: Day-lilies are practically free from insect pests and 
diseases. Occasionally thrips distort the flowers. To con- 
trol, spray or dust with an all-purpose material containing 
DDT. 

HOW TO USE: In perennial borders, but also in colonies in 
front of shrubs, in front of walls, by pools or streams, 
and in open well-lighted woodlands where they can be 
allowed to take care of themselves. 

PLANTING COMBINATIONS: For late spring effects, choose 
yellow varieties such as the old-fashioned but still good 
Flava, orange Dr. Regel, to grow near delphinium or 
purple or deep-blue lupine, or blue and purple bearded 
irises. For July and August bloom, the more stiffly grow- 
ing annuals such as zinnias can be contrasted against Hy- 


. perion, Rajah, Caballero. Watch out for perennial phlox 


and day-lilies! Disaster can be the only result when some 
of the tawny and strong oranges of many varieties of day- 
lilies are combined with magenta, rose or pink phlox. If 
you are growing many phlox, concentrate on pale yellow 
day-lilies such as Patricia. Both phlox and day lilies can 
be, and should be, grown in the same border, but blending 
or contrasting their colors is a challenging task. Fortun- 
ately, both are easy to transplant, thereby making it a 
simple task to rectify mistakes! 

GOOD VARIETIES: There are now many hundreds of day-lily 
varieties, with more being introduced each year. Study the 
catalogues of specialists, which give detailed information 
about each variety. Join the American Hemerocallis So- 
ciety. In the meantime, you can’t go wrong with any of 
the following: [SEE PAGE 152] 





Yesterday's roses 


in today’s gardens 


by WILL TILLOTSON 


F YOU ARE A GARDENER whose rose horizon is widen- 

ing, you are ready to consider the old roses—the 

ideal background for your collection of moderns. 
Here they will add the perfect note of elegance and 
quaintness, terms which have become synonymous with 
the inherent beauty of the old-fashioned roses. If you 
are wondering if some of these “roses of yesterday” 
might not provide a lot of rose beauty, with a minimum 
of winter protection, spraying and fussing, you will not 
be disappointed. 

There are good, bad and indifferent old roses. Each 
kind must be judged on its own merits. For much too 
long now, old roses have been grown chiefly to please 
the experienced collector, whose interest has ‘often been 
academic. The new enthusiast, seeking beauty and 
garden value, needs guidance in selecting the best va- 
rieties, else his hopes for a beautiful collection in the 
background of his moderns will fade the first season. 

Frequently it is said that “old-fashioned roses are 
all singles” or “they bloom only in small, rosette clusters” 
or “they only flower in the spring.” I am reminded of 
Artemus Ward’s definition of ignorance: “Knowin’ so 
many things that ain’t so!” 

I think it will not be disputed seriously that old roses, 
as a Class, are bigger, stronger plants than their inbred 
descendants and are thus better able to withstand the 
ravages of excessive cold, heat, drought and—alas— 
neglect. Many, also, are free of the usual rose diseases. 

So much for a few virtues of the old roses! Now let 
us look at their history—a history that is as old and 
almost as complicated as the human race. Types and 
classes have flourished, scattered and interbred. There 
are bigger gaps in rose history [SEE PAGE 145] 


TILLOTSON 


MCFARLAND 
LAVISH BLOOMS on large plants reward your patience one 
hundred-fold in the moss rose. With care, they grow anywhere. 


TILLOTSON 


STRIPED bright red and white with 
fragrant, crisp-looking double blooms 
and lettuce-green foliage, Ferdinand 
Pitchard gives the “mad Gallicas” 
strong competition for the top honors. 


CUP-SHAPED and elegant, this old 
tea rose deepens from pink to a bright 
rose, creating a glistening brightness 
in the crisp, almost transparent petals. 





TWENTY PAGES ON YOUR GARDEN SOIL AND HOW TO MAINTAIN IT 


your garden SOT] 


OIL IS PARTLY EARTH, but not all earth. A soil is a 
living thing: it grows, gets sick and becomes well 
again. 

Like both garden and gardener, the soil makes a cycle 
of dramatic change from winter through spring, summer 
and autumn—back to winter. As the cycles march along, 
year after year, our garden soil may grow stronger or 
weaker. 

First let us look at the soil, at what it is. A soil has 
depth quite beyond the part stirred in tillage. Its body 
has a complex skeleton. This body holds living things— 
the feeding roots of plants, microorganisms and little 
animals—as well as water, air and nutrients to nourish 
them. A soil has shape; it is flat, sloping or hilly. 

The body of each natural kind of soil is unique. The 
world has many thousands of them. Each is the product 
of a specific combination of climate and living forms, 
acting upon a body of weathered parent rock, with a 
specific shape, over a period of time. If any one of these 
five factors changes very much—the rock, surface shape, 
climate, living forms or the time—we have another kind 
of soil with a different body. Because of its different 


ORAWINGS FOR FLOWER GROWER BY ALLIANORA ROSSE 


WINTER finds both soil and plants dormant. Beneath 
the surface there are empty spaces resulting from the 
decaying roots of annuals and grass plants. Ice crystals 
heave stepping stones as well as plants out of the soil. 
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body, this other soil’s behavior is unlike the first one. 

In addition to the multitude of natural soils, there are 
those produced by us from them. All our garden soils 
are made from natural soils through man’s modification 
of the natural processes. Some differences are small; others 
are very great. The gardener may make his soil better 
or worse for gardening; perhaps just different. 


Cycles of Change 


Many natural processes move in great cycles. So it is 
with soils. First of all are the great geological cycles of 
mountain building, erosion and deposition, modified by 
great pulsations of climatic change. Only some 25,000 
years ago great ice sheets covered much of our country 
north of the Ohio River, for example. 

Next come the cycles of plant growth, all the way from 
a year to a hundred years or more. Trees, for example, 
feed from the whole soil, bringing up mineral nutrients 
that are brought into their stems and leaves and fruits. 
These fall to the surface and furnish food for micro- 


SPRING is the awakening. A busy time for soil and gardener. 
New roots start growing on shrubs, perennials and grass plants. 
Microorganisms come alive again. The soil has warmed and 
can now be worked. Seeds are sown and plants set out. 
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throughout the year 


organisms. As they decay, the mineral nutrients are again 
available. In this one way alone, plants greatly modify 
the soil they live on, generally (but not always) making 
it more productive for themselves. 

Our garden soils go through a rhythm of change in 
temperature and growth from morning until evening and 
back to morning again. 


The Seasonal Cycle 


The seasonal cycle of change in the soil, say from New 
Year’s Day around to New Year’s Day again, is the 
most interesting one of all. We see it over and over again. 
As gardeners we are a part of it. 

Let us look at the familiar one in much of the United 
States and Western Europe. 

To follow the seasonal cycle, we need to choose a 
kind of soil as well as a kind of season or region. Although 
all soils with this kind of season have some characteristics 
in common, still there are hundreds of kinds. We have 
flat ones and hilly ones; clayey ones and sandy ones; wet 


SUMMER is the trying period. Rains are light and often infre- 
quent; water has to be applied to the soil artificially to supply 
the longer and deeper roots of the actively growing plants. 
Fertilizer also has to be added to maintain the active growth. 


ones and moist ones; and deep ones and shallow ones. 
Most are acid; a few are sweet. Some are fairly rich in 
plant nutrients; others are poor in fertility. 

Within the region having our season let us look at a 
natural soil somewhere in the “general middle” at what 
the scientist calls a “normal” soil. It is gently sloping. It 
has a mixture of minerals in the parent rock and both 
sand and clay with a good supply of silt particles, part way 
in size between sand and clay. 

We can easily find such a soil under a natural forest 
somewhere between St. Louis and Boston and between 
Ottawa and Knoxville. 

Except when the surface is frozen hard we can dig a 
hole and look at it anytime. And this is the first rule for 
making a proper garden; look at the soil—at the whole 
depth that influences the roots of plants. 

First of all, we see from our pit that the soil is made 
up of layers or horizons that vary from one another in 
color, thickness organic matter content, sand, silt and 
clay, and in the arrangement of the particles into plates, 
blocks or granules. 

Our soil in the woods has a 2- to 3-inch surface layer 


AUTUMN is the twilight of the soil cycle. Work is 
finished and the soil starts to rest. The dying roots from 
annuals and grass plants start to decay. A mulch is 
added under perennials and shrubs to protect them. 
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of leaves that fell during the previous autumn. Just 
beneath, and above the mineral soil, is a 1- to 3-inch layer 
of leafmold—partly decomposed leaves and twigs. 

The mineral layers of the soil are commonly grouped 
into three principal horizons called A, B and C, roughly 
corresponding to the terms, surface soil, subsoil and sub- 
stratum. This deepest one, the substratum, is the partly 
weathered parent material of the soil. It may be rotten 
rock formed in place, or it may be loose material brought 
to its present place by wind, water or glacial ice. The 
so-called true soil or solum, consists of the A and B 
horizons. 

A garden soil made from such a soil—and it is a good 
soil—is commonly quite different from its natural parent. 
The surface layers are mixed by plowing or spading into 
one 6- or 7-inch layer. With the destruction of the surface 
organic covering, the mineral soil is exposed at the surface. 
But it can be made even more productive than it was 
naturally. 

Let us now follow such a garden soil through the seasons 
with the gardener. 


The Soil in Winter 


Life is dormant in the soil. As the surface froze, water 
moved up from the lower layers. Tender plants are pro- 
tected from frost by coverings of partly rotted leaves, saw- 
dust or mixed soil and compost. 

Then winter shakes itself with a few warm days. The 
freshly thawed surface soil is wet. Then frost again. Ice 
crystals reform, prying under stones and surface roots and 
bulbs. With freeze-and-thaw and more freeze-and-thaw 
some plants are thrust out an inch or more. Gaps appear 





amongst stones in the rock garden. On warm days the 
gardener carefully pushes these plants back into the soil 
before drying winds can kill them. Where the soil has 
not been walked on or tilled, the frost has made it more 
granular. 

If a warm, hard rain comes while the lower soil is 
still frozen, let.us hope that the gardener has little terraces 
and good mulch to slow down the water on the slope. 
Otherwise he will lose soil and shallow-rooted plants 
because the water which cannot soak in, runs rapidly off 
the surface. 

Once the frost has gone, the excess water percolates 
through the soil. Except where the gardener has plants 
growing, such as grass, or hardy evergreens, or hardy cover 
crops in the open beds, this water carries soluble plant 
nutrients with it, especially nitrogen and potassium, which 
are important to plant growth. 

As spring approaches, the rains help to warm the lower 
soil, to raise it above 42°, so that the microorganisms and 
roots can begin to grow again. 


When Spring Comes 


As soon as the sun and warm air of spring start the new 
roots to push out, they need water, air and nutrients. In 
the natural soil part of the nutrients come from the 
minerals in the soil but, more importantly, from the decom- 
posing organic matter. For the plant roots to have 


nitrogen, for example, the microorganisms must have first 
split off the available forms from the organic matter. 

In the natural soil the new nitrogen from the air, that 
fixed by microorganisms and that coming with the rain, 
In the garden soil, 


balances any leached from the soil. 


Many aids can be used to improve your soil 





SOIL TOOLS 


Tracing the evolution of something is 
interesting, especially when all the parts 
are in use at the same time. This is true 
with soil-working tools. In the prima- 
tive tribes of: Africa and Australia the 
natives still resort to a bent stick for 
preparing soil. In parts of the Orient 
and Europe, oxen are used to pull crude 
wooden and metal plows. We don’t 
have to look far to see horse-drawn steel 
plows. Early model tractors—even 
those driven by steam—are still in use 
in parts of Europe. Gardeners, though, 
were the first to have the privilege of 
using the latest advance in soil tools 
which is the rotary tiller. Farmers, too, 
will soon be able to take advantage of 
rotary tillers when large tractor-drawn 
tillers are made more available. 
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FENCE IN ROOTS 


Plants grow just as much under the 
ground as they do on top—sometimes 
even more. To keep plants in the best 
possible condition, good gardeners make 
sure that roots from shrubs, trees or 
other plants do not infringe on the 





moisture and nutrients supplied to 
others. One way to do this is to set 
plants at quite a distance from others. 
But this is not always possible. Another 





These are 


way is to use a Root Fence. 
strips of corrugated steel 22 feet long 
and a foot wide. When they are sunk 
into the soil it sets up a barrier for com- 
peting roots. 

A small garden also presents the prob- 
lem of growing plants which like dif- 


ferent types of soil. By making little 
pockets in the soil with a square made 
of Root Fence sections, it is possible to 
have an acid-loving azalea right next to 
a rose, which likes a neutral soil. The 
correct flavor in herbs is often directly 
determined by the soil they are growing 
in. If you want all your herbs in a 
single border, growing in their own 








however, we must also make up for any removed by har- 
vest of fruits, stems and flowers, either as organic matter 
brought to the garden from the outside or as fertilizer. 

A large part of the phosphorous and of the other 
nutrients needed by plants also becomes available as the 
organic matter decomposes. Thus cold soils or wet soils in 
which the air spaces are filled with water are “slow” soils. 
Plants cannot grow much until the microorganisms have 
started to grow. 


Organic Material 


The organic matter in both the natural soil and our 
garden soil then has two competing sets of functions. On 
the one hand, it serves as food for microorganisms and 
releases nutrients for plants. To perform this function it 
must decompose. The other general purpose of organic 
matter is to serve as a physical conditioner—to protect 
the surface as a mulch, to control temperature and to 
keep the soil open and granular. As it decomposes com- 
pletely, it fails to carry on this physical function. So new 
supplies are added in both the forest and the garden. 

As soon as growth begins, the gardener adds plant 
nutrients as fertilizer. This hastens the supply to the roots, 
even if the microorganisms are slow, besides raising the 
natural level. 

Along with organic matter and fertilizer the gardener 
also thinks about the acidity of the soil. Most vegetables, 
flowers and lawn grasses prefer a soil that is only slightly 
acid. In such soils the microorganisms that fix nitrogen 
and that release the nutrients from organic matter grow 
best and the mineral nutrients are most available to plants. 
Yet most natural soils in our climatic region are more 





acid than that. To make the change, the gardener adds 
lime, especially ground dolomitic limestone which is a 
limestone containing magnesium. This doesn’t need to be 
done in spring, but it is done best when the soil is being 
spaded and prepared for planting. 

But some plants do not like lime. Here again the skillful 
gardener fits his garden soil to his plants, either by chang- 
ing the soil or by selecting the plants. Although most 
common garden plants do best in a slightly acid soil, 
azaleas, rhododendrons, mountain laurel, blueberries and 
many others want a strongly acid one. Many common wild 
flowers of the Eastern states and other plants prefer some- 
thing in between. 


Preparing Your Soil 


When the plants (or bulbs) are set out, the careful 
gardener prepares a granular soil to the depth that the 
plants root (not counting big trees and large shrubs). 
Compost or leafmold and mineral fertilizer are mixed with 
the lower soil in advance of planting, and enough lime 
to reduce the acidity or enough sulfur to increase it, as 
needed by the plant. 

Seeded rows are given a band of fertilizer beneath and 
to one or both sides of the seeds. 

Once plants are well up and seedlings established, the 
surface can be mulched as it is in forested soils. 

Thus, as the spring fades into summer, part of our 
garden soil has been spaded and worked into a granular 
but firm condition. All of it has been fertilized according 
to the needs of the several kinds of plants. The plants 
are properly placed. Terraces have been made on sloping 
places to prevent too rapid run-off of water. The surface 


and the plants growing in it 


particular soil, it can be done very 
easily by sinking a Root Fench around 
each and mixing the proper soil inside. 


MAKING SOIL ACID 


Some plants like a soil more acid than 
others. Among these are azaleas, rho- 
dodendrons, blueberries and mountain- 
laurel. If your soil is not quite acid 
enough to grow them properly you can 
acidify the soil. There are several ways 
to do it. Some organic materials will 
lower the pH (make it more acid); 
these include acid peatmoss, leafmold 
(especially if made from oak leaves), 
pine needles, tanbark and some kinds 
of sawdust. 

Chemicals can be used, too. Flowers 
of sulphur works slowly but is rela- 
tively safe. Aluminum sulphate acts 
faster but care must be exercised not 
to use too much. Some of these “acid- 
loving” plants require considerable iron. 
Iron sulphate supplies the plant with 
iron but doesn’t change the pH. 


NITROGEN FROM THE AIR 


Gardeners near cities receive free 
fertilizer for their garden each year, 
even without asking for it. Nitrogen, in 
a form that plants can use, comes down 
with rain. Part of this arises out of 


smoke of burning fuel and part is fixed 
during electrical storms. Near cities, 
this nitrogen from the rain can be as 
much as %4 pound for each 1000 square 
feet. 


TAKING SOIL SAMPLES 


Whether you do your own soil test- 
ing or send a sample to your county 
agent or to a private testing service, 
you'll have to know how to take a soil 
sample. Here’s how it’s done. The most 
important point to remember is that the 
sample should be representative—that 
is, it should represent the soil from the 
entire area you want tested. To do this, 
take ten to twenty samplings to a depth 
of 5 or 6 inches, well distributed over 
the area. Remove the large stones and 
coarse roots and, if the soil is wet, dry 
it in the air (never in the oven!). After 
the soil is dry, mix it thoroughly and 
place about a pint of it in a jar for test- 
ing. This amount is more than suffi- 
cient for all tests. 
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is mulched as much as possible to conserve water, to keep 
roots only moderately warm and to suppress weeds. 


The Summer Season 


This is the real testing period for both garden soil and 
gardener. Many spring gardens that look nice fade away 
with hot weather because of hard soil, shallow roots and 
lack of water and nutrients. 

Now the big probiem is water. Our region has a “con- 
tinental” climate. Showers are irregular and often sharp. 
Unless the garden soil is open and crust-free, as in the 
forest, the water cannot soak into the soil fast enough 
and much is lost. At the same time, our plants are using 
a lot. If the gardener is careless, growing weeds rob his 
plants of nutrients, light and water. They must come out. 

Summer droughts can be harmful to fine plants even 
with terraces to slow down the run-off water, a well pre- 
pared deep surface soil, mulch and weed control. (Without 
these conditions the garden soil is certain to be dry in 
most years.) 

The roots are now deep in the soil. Our watering 
should prevent the lower soil from drying out and keep 
the plants from wilting at all. As a plant wilts, it is 
injured even though it recovers growth after watering. 
Worst of all, for lawns or beds, is a light surface sprinkling 
of dry soil. Surface roots are stimulated only to die when 
the surface dries again. When watering is done, it should 
be done well so that the whole rooting zone is moist. 

During summer the skillful gardener watches his plants 
carefully. It has been said that, “the best fertilizer is the 
shadow of the master.” He can control diseases and insects 


when they first appear. He checks the vigor, form and 
color of his plants for indications of nutrient deficiencies. 
Dark green, weak, spindly plants with few flowers suggest 
too much nitrogen in relation to the other nutrients, for 
example. If the growing tips of shrubs turn yellow, and 
the yellowing gradually spreads to the older leaves, the 
plant is probably deficient in iron. He can add chelated 
iron to the soil or ferrous sulfate as a spray on the leaves. 

If yellowing starts first on the old leaves and spreads 
to the young ones, and if water and nitrogen are satis- 
factory, probably the plant is too low in magnesium. 

As the plants grow, the gardener can keep notes on 
how well soil and plants get on together. He can change 
the soil; he can select the most nearly adapted plants. 
This adjustment is the basic key to gardening and each 
successful gardener finally developes his own “handbook.” 
This is a handbook for his kind of garden soil, not for 
some other kind. 


Autumn Planting 


This is the second planting season, and the “hardening” 
season for perennials and shrubs. For these, nutrients in 
the soil, especially nitrogen, should be low; otherwise late 
tender growth will freeze in winter. 

Autumn is also the season when we must be sure that no 
weeds scatter their seeds on the soil. 

Early autumn is a good time to fertilize the lawn in 
areas where it is hot and moist in late spring or early 
summer. With abundant nutrients in the soil, the grass 
goes into the winter with heavy food reserves in its roots, 


SOIL CONDITIONERS 


A heavy, sticky, clay soil is hard on 
plants. This can be corrected, though, 
by using chemical soil conditioners. 
There are actually three ways you can 
use soil conditioners to improve your 
plants. The first is in the soil you use 


ORDINAAY sO1L ¢ 


CON BITIONED SON" 


to start seedlings and carry on small 
plants before setting out in the garden. 
A plant that gets a good start is more 
likely to grow better in the garden. The 
second way is to apply a soil conditioner 
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to the surface only, best used when 
seeds are sown directly in the garden. A 
loose surface soil allows the seedling to 
push itself out of the soil much easier. 
The third way to use a soil conditioner 
is to mix it well throughout the upper 
foot of surface. Carrots, beets, turnips 
and other root crops will be larger, 
straighter and more robust when they 
grow in a loose soil. Of course, always 
follow the manufacturers’ directions for 
rate of application and the best method 
of mixing it in soil. Most soil condition- 
ers are only as effective as the way they 
are applied. See page 116 for a simple 
test to see if your soil needs conditioning. 


“A FEW WEEDS” 


“A few weeds won’t make much dif- 
ference, you hardly notice them.” You 
won't, that’s true, but your plants cer- 
tainly will. Tests were conducted at a 
Midwestern university and their results 
were almost phenominal. They found 
that one pigweed in a hill of corn can 
reduce yields up to 30%. A single mus- 
tard plant draws twice as much nitrogen 
and phosphorus and four times as 
much water as an oat plant. Get out 
your hoe! 


ready to push new spring growth. 


Now grass responds 








MAKING A COMPOST PILE 


It’s very easy to make compost. All 
you need is some organic refuse, soil 
and a compost activator. The first layer 
is of organic refuse such as leaves, vege- 
table tops, weeds (without seeds if pos- 
sible), grass clippings, even garbage. 
Make this layer about 6 inches deep. 
Then add some compost activator on top 
if you wish to speed things up. Finally 
add a 2-inch layer of soil. Keep repeat- 
ing until the pile is about 5 feet high. 
Keep the top slightly concave so that 
rain water will soak in and not roll off. 
After several months turn the pile—that 
is, mix it up so that all layers are com- 
bined. Next year you will have some of 
nature’s best material for improving 
your soil. 

More Soil Hints on Page 117 





to spring fertilizers with nitrogen in them, but such lusci- 
ous grass is very susceptible to fungus diseases, damping-off 
and brown patch, especially on clayey soils. Thus in 
shade and where summers are cool, high nitrogen in the 
soil during spring is fine. But where winters are fairly 
mild and the early summer is hot and wet, the lawn 
soil should have fairly low nitrogen in spring, and high 
nitrogen in autumn. 

For a long period in autumn, the soil can be reworked 
for spring-blooming bulbs. Each one needs a bit of mixed 
fertilizer an inch or so below the bulb. 


Transplanting Shrubs 


Autumn is a good season for transplanting many shrubs 
and perennials after the danger of hot dry weather is past. 
The soil gets settled tightly around the roots during the 
autumn rains and the freezing-and-thawing of winter 
and before the heavy water use of late spring and summer. 
During this season we can usually find a time when the 
soil has the ideal moisture content for preparing new 
beds, to rework old ones, to build rock gardens and 
to lay out terraces and walks. In early spring the soil 
is likely to be too wet and late spring is, well, too late. 

If our garden soil freezes deeply and stays frozen all 
winter, autumn-planted evergreens may suffer from lack 
of water because the soil has not settled tightly around 
the roots. Many gardeners near Washington, D. C., for 
example, like to move evergreens in autumn a bit more 
than in early spring; while most gardeners further north, 
in New England or Canada, prefer to move them in the 
spring after the soil is thawed and dried a bit. 


“A TRACTOR FOR MY PLACE? That’s 
ridiculous.” 


Autumn is the big compost time. All disease-free plant 
remains saved during summer and autumn are now mixed 
with the leaves of the autumn fall. 

The compost that was started in a pile last autumn, 
a year ago, and turned last May or June, is now ready 
for use in preparing soil for new plantings and for mulch- 
ing the perennials, but enough needs to be saved for spring. 


Mulch Your Plants 


For shrubs and trees a sawdust mulch can be added 
in autumn. This is especially good for the acid-soil lovers. 
In the intimate garden a light covering of compost over 
it improves the appearance. Where shrubs are under trees, 
this final mulching comes late—after the freshly fallen 
leaves have been put away into the new compost pile. 

Generally, as autumn closes, the garden should go into 
winter with a good cover of living plants, mulch or both. 
Big beds for vegetables and annual flowers can be sown 
in early autumn to rye, oats, wheat or ryegrass for cover. 
Such a cover protects the surface soil from beating rain 
and wash. When spaded under in spring, the fresh organic 
matter soon decomposes and releases the nutrients. 

As the autumn changes to winter, plants become dor- 
mant, except the evergreens, the micro-organisms go into 
rest, and insects and small animals seek the lower levels 
below the frost. As the surface cools, while the soil 
beneath is still warm, water moves up to it. Normally, 
freezing is followed by snow. 

The garden is asleep. The gardener reviews his suc- 
cesses and failures and plans for a better garden in the 
next cycle.¢ 


tractor in the sense that we always think 


Is it now? Over the past several years 
I’ve seen many, many garden tractors 
and I feel I can safely say there is a 
tractor for every garden. 

“I have a garden that’s only 20 feet 
square; I couldn’t even turn a tractor 
around in that area.” Very true. I con- 
fess that the machine for you isn’t a 


cone 


ELECTRO-HOE. Tiller powered with 
4 -in. electric drill. Tempered steel blades. 


of it, but it is a power cultivator and 
will help you do a better job of garden- 
ing and save a lot of work. 

For the very small place you can get 
a rotary tiller that’s really no bigger 
than a man-sized hoe. It is powered 
with an electric motor and the tilling 


part is on the end of a shaft, just like . 


a hoe. ROTOTILLER makes one with 
the entire unit combined—tiller and 
motor; TINY TILLER is also a com- 
plete unit. The ELectro-HoeE is an 
attachment for a “%-inch electric drill. 
Don’t get me wrong. They won’t plow 
up any large acreage, but you will be 
minus many beads of perspiration 
around cultivating time with a little 
electricity doing the heavy work. They’re 
also small enough to get right in be- 
tween perennials in a border. Think of 
the fun you can have telling your neigh- 
bors you cultivate a perennial border 
with a tractor. These make excellent 
second units for the large garden—a 
second “tractor.” 


x & =<. ‘ oad 
ELECTRIC ROTOTILLER. % HP. 
electric motor. 15 lbs. Attachments. 


When gardening gets beyond the 
“two city lot” size, power comes in 
mighty handy—especially in the spring. 
After your relative inactivity over the 
winter, spading up even a small piece 
of ground is back-breaking. Also with 
a little tractor, you can go overboard 
on your planting because your gasoline- 
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“BEAVER 
OWNERS CLUB” 


and make FUN of your country chores 


Members enjoy right to BOAST of what they 
can do with America’s best and most able 
small tractor. 


REAL heavy-duty design in tractor and 
engineered implements and accessories 
makes tough jobs easy . . . fun for younger 
members, too. Thousands of satisfied owners 
enthusiastically back our claims. 


@ CLEARS SNOW @ SAWS 
@ PLOWS @ HAULS 


TINY TILLER. Electric powered. 
@ DISCS @ GRADES FE Y FE Weight 5 Ibs. Attachment for edging. 
@ CULTIVATES @ ROLLS =—)*/. wy Abd . 
hk “ding hacloe | powered helper actually amounts to five 
MANUFACTURED BY | other people with hoes. 


THE BAIRD MACHINE COMPANY What should you look for when buy- 


‘ec aath p ing a garden tractor? This has to be 
oduct M , | , , a 
igh Production Machinery Builders Since 1849 answered with a question: How big is 


DEPT. FG STRATFORD, CONNECTICUT | your garden and what do you expect the 
machine to do? Just like a household 
appliance or automobile, you have tc 
shop for the one to suit you. On the 


Write now for literature and name of Jocal dealer. 





GUARANTEED! YOU'LL PICK DELICIOUS 


TRAWBERRIES 


or every penny back! 


: Ny STERN’S NEW 3-SEASON | ae + ae 
HUMMIN’BIRD ROTO-HOE. 2 H.P. 
PERFECTION STRAWBERRY engine. Horizontally rotating blades. 


Enjoy Miracle Strawberries Right Up ‘Til Frost 
Imagine, your own fresh picked delicious other hand, no one would think of buy- 
a henge magpie ae Apa ~— ing a 10-ton truck to run up to the super- 
Spring ... Summer . . . and Fall—often until market on Saturday morning. 
PICK "EM SPRING, SUMMER, AND FALL Thanksgiving. Absolutely winter hardy— Most garden tractors can be loosely 
you'll pick berries for years! classified according to the horsepower 
wonderful with cream Yields 3 Times More Fruit Than of the engine. This automatically limits 
Other Everbearing Varieties 


Acclaimed by famous farm and garden au- 
luscious jams 








first, the size of the machine and, sec- 


thorities. Actual field test produced approxi- ondly, the amount of “pull” it has, or 


mately 8000 quarts per acre first year 
Sauvertul chertceke planted! Proved best for home gardens. 
Order now for delivery 


FIRM, JUICY, SUGAR SWEET at proper planting time in your area. 
New Plaver Sensation Allprices postpaid. Send check or money order 
Finest berry you ever tasted! Easy to = re ee eR ee Sa Se 
grow. Only Stern’s Superfection STERN'S NURSERIES, Inc. Dept. G, Geneva, N. Y. 
guarantees wonderful results in 60 I want Strawberries Spring, Summer, and Fali— ! 
days or money back. i starting in 60 days after planting—or I'll keep plants i 























without charge. 

Vigorous plants with heavy roots r Check Quantity 
Guaranteed to thrive even when other Oo 25 for 
strawberries fail. Big roots have hundreds 
of long fibrous feeders. Carefully packed Oo 
in “MOIST-LOCKED” packing. | 

SAVE WITH THESE LOW PRICES 
25 plants 50 plants 100 plants 200 plants 


—) 200 for L j 
oe $10.00 fee mM tile TILLERITE. Either 1.6 or 2 H.P. Will 


ann ae es es ee ee es ee ee ee es ee till 12 inches wide. Also available as kit. 
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HOREMASTER 


Do all your jobs faster, far easier with CHOREMASTER outdoor 
power equipment. You'll have EXTRA hotrs for leisure. There's a 
CHOREMASTER unit for every job. . . a price for every purse. 


favs 
DOUBLE DUTY TILLER/MOWER For the s i 
small = budget, there’s the new, y/, 
versatile,, double-value CHOREMASTER | 
Tiller/Mower. Gives you sixty second ( 
switch from tiller to mower. 


.* 


« . 
BIG TILLER For bigger jobs, choose the 
rugged, powerful CuoreMaster BIG Tiller. 
Does all ground-work in a single operation 
and fast, too! 


ROTARY MOWER The CuoreMasTER 
Rotary Mowers make lawn mowing 
“child's play” for you. Simplified controls 
make starting and operating a cinch. Low- 
cost leaf mulching attachment available. 


ONE WHEEL TRACTOR Multi-purpose 
CHOREMASTER One-Wheel Garden Tractor 
replaces many costly, single-purpose units 
. . Saves on investment, repairs, stor- 
age. Goes between the rows! 


Save time and money with CHOREMASTER. Write 
TODAY for dealer name and FREE literature. 


CHOREMasTER Garden Tractors, Garden 
Tillers, Rotary Mowers, Chain Saws and Power Hole Diggers. 


CHOREMASTER DIV. WEBER ENGINEERED PRODUCTS, INC. 
842 Evans Street Cincinnati 4, Ohio 





Plowing, Cultivating, Har- 
rowing, Discing, Weeding, 
Furrowing, Lawn Mowing, 
Weed Cutting, Felling 
Trees, Clearing Fence 
Rows, Clearing Brush, 
Sawing Cordwood, Bull- 
dozing, Snow Plowing, 
Spraying, Painting, Havl- 
ing, Auxiliary or Emer- 
gency power. 
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Real clodbusters! 

These new Simplicity 

Rotary Tillers do everything a 

single-purpose rotary tiller can— and offer you 

the advantages of modern rotary tilling at the 

price of a single implement! Easy to attach, rigid 

and rugged as a single-purpose unit. Ask your 

dealer for a demonstration . . . he’s listed in your 

phone book’s yellow pages. And remember, rotary 

tilling is only one of more than 30 jobs your 
Simplicity will do. 

3 Great Models in the 1955 Simplicity Line! 

2 H.P. Model LA — popular favorite, new low price. 

2% H.P. Model FA — 6 forward speeds and reverse. 

5 H.P. Model VA—gear transmission, ‘big job’ power. 
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* PLANET JR. 





the capacity of work. However, manu- 
tacturers have perfected their machines 
and engines to the extent that almost 
the full capacity of the power can be 
used to good advantage. 

Another consideration is your soil. If 
yours is a very light soil and the tractor 
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1% H.P. engine. 
attachments including new mower. 


Many 


doesn’t have to “pull” as much, you can 
do an awful lot with a small machine 
that is, if the machine is used when the 
soil is in the best working condition. 
The smaller tractors have from 1- to 
3-horsepower engines. “These machines 
should have the capacity of taking care 
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— inspiration in the famous buildings, historic shrines, and beautiful 
gardens in the colonial capital of Virginia where Thomas Jefferson, Patrick 
Henry, and other great patriots lived. Dine in its unusual taverns—King’s 
Arms and Chowning’s. Fine lodgings at modern hotels and colonial guest 
houses—golf, tennis and cycling. 

Williamsburg Lodge & Taverns—Double from $6.00 
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Williamsburg Inn & Cottages—Double from $10.00 | of much of the heavy work on a piece 
| 
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SIMPLICITY MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
5514 Spring Street ° Port Washington, Wisconsin 


LINE OF GARDEN TRACTORS AND IMPLEMENTS 








Visit America’s 





HANDY DANDY. 2% H.P. engine. 
Semi-pneumatic tires. Attachments. 


For information rite direct, see travel agent or Williamsburg : - « ac : . 
Reservation Office, 630 Fifth Ave., N. Y. Telephone Clrcle 6-6800. of property up to an acre in size or 


more. 
You must also decide whether you 
want the standard one- or two-wheel 


itt Ti nt Is ait | 








Oe 


1780 


MERRY 


Cultivates path 12 inches wide. 


neaiihiiaibil as TILLER. 2% H.P. engine. 
1699 +© JTIRGINIA'S 85 Ibs. 


COLONIAL CAPITAL e 


108 FLOWER GROWER 

















type, which is composed of a basic | 

power unit and attachments, or one that | Lawn mower service records prove: 
is a tiller. The tiller has revolving 

blades (called tines) which dig into the | 
soil, breaking it up. Both types have 
their place and one type cannot be 


a : A bd 
termed as “better” than the other. It’s : ~ Tels solid 






you can't beat 











CHOREMASTER. Tiller and mower 
combination. Can be changed in 60 sec. 


up to the individual to determine which eng 
one he wants to operate. I’m sure that | Qa iy, 
any garden supply dealer would let you SRA AF ' 
try out both and let you be the judge. an 
In this 1- to 3-horsepower class there 
are many tractors of the standard type. 
For these there is a wide selection 
of cultivating attachments including 
prongs, soil knives and hillers—each of 
which will do a good job of cultivating. 
Many also have small plow attachments; 
but don’t expect too much from them | Savage Rotary-Type 
unless you have a very light soil which | 4 models (3 gasoline, 1 electric) 20° 


8” cut. Recoil starter optional 
has been worked for many years. Other —7 These isan titan 06 — 


gardens, cut thru tall grass. Handles 
easily adjustable to your height, 
and for parking. Leaf-mulcher at ‘ Fc 
no extra cost on gasoline models. “4 
a 
The greatest testimonial a lawn mower ever 
received is recorded in service shops from coast 
to coast: “No mower beats Savage for sound, 
sturdy, solid quality ...no mower serves better, 
with less need for repairs and maintenance.” 

Savage mowers are built by the makers of 
famous Savage guns and rifles. They are built 
stronger and with greater precision. Bearings 
are the finest obtainable. Blades are of special 
Savage “Sta-Temp” hardened steel. The chassis 
are rugged pressed steel, and the engines are of 
dependable, easy-starting 4-cycle-design, built 
for Savage by Briggs & Stratton. 

For top value, easy operation and trouble-free 
performance, you can’t buy better than Savage. 
Choose from 6 power mowers (rotary and reel), 
7 hand mowers and 2 lawn sweepers. See your 
local Savage dealer and select the model that 
best fits your needs. Write for colorful illustrated 
booklet. Savage Arms Corporation, 75 Broadway, 
Chicopee Falls, Mass., U.S.A. 





POWER PRODUCTS. Two-Cycle en- 
gine. 14 Ibs. Built-in rewind starter. 


} 


> 


Savage Lawn Sweepers 
Take the back-breaking labor 
out of clean-ups, all seasons. 
Two fine new models, 24” and 
30” sweep. Folds for easy 
storage. Easy - rolling. Large- 
capacity hoppers. 





ae 
LAUSON. Four-cycle engine. 2 H.P. 
19% lbs. Aluminum construction. 
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‘Planet Jr." 
TUFFY 
or Super TUFFY 





the year-round power appliance how $ 
for Lawn and Garden 


Tuffy does everything easier than V/oH 
you and your back can do it—and 
does it better and faster. Made to - 
order for mowing lawns and cultivating 
gardens, plus many, many other jobs. Far more economical 
than a power unit that does just one job—and the price 
is low. Five other Planet Jr. Tractor models up to 6 horse 
power, with many useful attachments for each.. 
WRITE FOR INFORMATION, 





Rotary Seew Plow Fertilizer and 
or Grader 


Lown Mower 
Hitch Lime Spreader 


st | S. L. ALLEN & CO., Inc. 








fin ap 3449N, Sth Street, Philadelphia 40, Pa. 
_ qe ce FY 







TUFFY 1 H.P. 


Sufer TUFFY 






















OWNERS 





Write the Factory 
Today 


Parts Catalog, Opnsti® 
Manu al, Technical nfc 


| CUT OUT AND MAIL TODAY 







ROTOTILLER 


Valuable Information FREE 





_ oe @ | ‘ 
mation, aes not | Frazer Farm Equipment Corp., Auburn, Ind. 
pc ee with the factory | (Dept. 19) 
ton receive these way ie PLEASE SEND ME: 
sO 
aids a enanie to secure | [] Parts Catalog MY ROTOTILLER 
you 4 locally, send your M | is MODEL— 
awl direct to the factory. | O Operating ee 
orde RAZER FARM | C Technical Information | ....-...--.-------+--0 
FOUIPMENT CORP. | 
| Name 
| 
| Address 


; 
; 
' 
' 





attachments available include mowers 
pe as well as rotary—harrows, 





sulky carts and bulldozing blades. 
There are several PLANET Jr. tractors 
in this class: the small Tuffy, the Super 
Tuffy which is a little larger, and a 2- 
BOLENS has a 


horsepower Planet Jr. 





SNAPPER. New this year. Available 
either as tiller or standard unit. 2 or 
2% H.P. engines. 


one-wheel tractor as does CHORE- 
MASTER. SIMPLICITY has several small 
tractors in this class. There are also 
many others from which to choose. 
The tiller-type tractors in this class 
are very popular. These are basically 
soil-tilling machines, although attach- 
ments are available for many. These in- 
clude rotary mowers and leaf mulchers, 
snow blowers and sprayers. For some, 
wheels are available—to replace the 
tines—making it the same as a standard 


ie 





SPRINGTIL. Variable cultivating widths. 
2 H.P. engine. Attachments. 113 Ibs. 





SIMPLICITY. 5 H.P. 3 forward speeds 
and reverse. All-gear transmission. 


FLOWER GROWER 











tractor. Again, your soil and the gen- 
eral make-up of your garden will de- 
termine to a large extent how much 
| these machines will do. 

| Roto-Hoe puts out two machines for 
a garden of an acre or so: the Hummin’ 
bird is primarily a cultivator with blades 
revolving horizontally and the standard 
Roto-Hoe has tines revolving the con- 












Better engineered, better 
built all the way through. 
Check Snapper Twenty 
features at your dealers 
— test them on your 
own lawn. Write for | 
colorful, illustrated, 
free folder. 


2/22 HP 
4 cycle 





| ARIENS JR. New rotary tiller. 2 H.P. 
| engine “Paring knife” tines. 


= 


~~ 


a 





a CUTS CLEAN 






TRIMS CLOSE 


toughest weeds, ten- 





derest grass. 


PAGE-BOY. 2 H.P. engine. Automatic 
clutch. Mower, tiller and snow blower. 


ventional way. Just this year, ARIENS 
is introducing a small machine called 
|the Ariens Jr. This is for tilling ex- 
| clusively and is a companion for their 
Yardster for which attachments are 
| available. Another brand-new machine 


| this year is the SNAPPER ROTARY TIL- 
They are also making a power 


LER. 


* Prices: Hand-propelled $92.50; 
Self-propelled $139.50 
Write today for literature. 


Power Implement Division, 
Southern Saw Works, Inc. Atianta, Ga. 
Please send me without cost or obligation full 
data on Snapper Twenty Rotary. 


| am interested in ( ) Self Propelled ( ) push-type 


2 





' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
+ 
' 
' 
' 
' 
4 


| VIKING-WINDOLPH. 2% HLP. engine. 
Weight 162 Ibs. Special slicer tines. 


City 
oe eeceoeececesecoesecesssosceseesescos 


*F. O. B. Atlanta, Ga. 
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With this team . . . you can 





... the most useful power 
garden implement you can buy! 


Since power implement needs vary as be- 
tween one type of soil or even as between 
one gardener and another . . . Southern 
Saw engineers have designed the SNAPPER 
ROTARY TILLER and the SNAPPER POWER 
CULTIVATOR. You can buy the one that best 
suits your immediate needs and then by 
buying a simple conversion kit, you can con- 
vert your tiller into a cultivator or vice-versa. 


SNAPPER 
ROTARY 
TILLER 











SNAPPER 
POWER 
CULTIVATOR 





Made by a company skilled in precision steel 
products since 1890. Write for free, illustrated 
folder. 





Power Implement Division, 
Southern Saw Works, Inc. 
Atlanta, Georgia. 


Please send full details on your Tiller-Culti- 
vator and conversion kits. | would first be in- 
terested in Tiller (1) Cultivator [) 


Name 
Addr 
lt City. 


' 
' 
' 
2 

















EEE EEE EERO ES 


*ALL PRICES FOB ATLANTA 
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Ariens Jr. tills 12” wide up to 
6” deep—prepares garden with- 
out spading, cultivates all sea- 
son without With 
“Paring Knife” tines it does a 
better job of tilling than any 
other low-priced rotary tiller. 
2 hp. All steel con- 
struction. Engineered for hard, 
trouble-free service. See it... 
try it...and you'll buy it! 


hoeing! 


engine. 


Not an "ACHE in an acre” 


gardening with 
— <t : 
ARTENS 


% interchangeable 
tiller, mower, sprayer, 
sno-thro attachments! 

' Does hours of 

work in minutes 
— use all year 
‘round for easy 
garden, lawn and 
yard care! 
ARIENS 
YARDSTER 
ROTARY 


TILLER 
NOW 


NOW $166.50 
See your dealer for details or write: 


ARIENS COMPANY 


137 Calumet Street Brillion, Wisconsin 


. America’s first and foremost name 
in rotary tillage equipment. 


THE KADET. 
Starter. 


3 H.P. engine. Recoil 
2 forward and 2 reverse speeds. 


cultivator; with a simple conversion kit 
you can make the tiller into a cultivator 
or vice versa. The new machine of 
Rep-E is called the Tillerite. This one 
is also available in kit form for 
home assembly. AMERICAN FARM Ma~- | 
CHINERY Calls their small tiller the Vik- 
ing-Windolph. Other rotary tillers for 
a small garden include the BOLENs, 
CHOREMASTER, PAGE-Boy, PoRTA- 
Spape, Le CLair and GEORGE. 

Most of these are propelled by the 
action of the cutting tines rotating in 
the soil. Of course, you may feel that 
a larger machine would be more suit- 
able, and you may also find that one 
of these would suffice on a larger piece 
of property. 

When you have a tractor of 3 or more 
horsepower, you have a machine that 
will do even more work. In fact, many 
successful commercial vegetable growers 
use two-wheel tractors exclusively in 
their operations. ‘In my estimation, a 
tractor of 3 to 5 horsepower should be 
considered when the property is over 
three acres in size. 

In this middle range there are also 


GRAVELY. 


tachments 


5 H.P. engine. 
including power 


Many at- 


plow, saw. 


| 


RIDE WHILE YOU MOW YOUR LAWN 


you can afford 
new, low-cost 
law mower. 
ride while 
- you mow, 
17g, seed and do 
~~ ~~ ail your 
Save Time . . Ride in 
Comfort . . dave Fun while your 
RIDE-TRAC does the work. This new riding 
mower is safe and easy for anyone to operate . 
Quickly does all your lawn work. Write today 
for amazing low prices. 
BELSAW RIDE-TRAC DIVISION 
9041 Field Bidg. 
315 Westport Rd., Kansas City 11, Missouri 


You 


lawn chores. 


Powerful self-propelled 
Jari with Rotary Tiller at- 
tachment tills 5” seed bed, 
safely cultivates right next 
to plants, mulches perfect- 
ly. Sturdy self-propelled 
Jari with sickle bar attach- 
ment cuts 36” swath thru we 
weeds, brush, tall grass, Fa 
work of six men! Other 
attachments: self-propelled 
reel mower, self-propelled 
snow thrower. Write for 
information and dealer. 
All products guaranteed. 


jari PRODUCTS, INC. 
2936T Pillsbury Avenue, Minneapolis 8, Minn, 


Every Garden Needs 


lin nylille 


ALL ELECTRIC 
Weighs Only 
5 Lbs. 





ae 


30 Paid 


ORDER NOW! 


« Till 
* Cultivate 
* Mulch 


Guaranteed 
Dependable 
Economical 
Powerful 


Lowest Priced Attachments 
for Every Gardening Need 
* Mow * Trim * Edge 
* Cut Tall Weeds 


L. M. BROOKS CO. 


129 South 206th Street Seattie 88, Washington 
FREE LITERATURE 


THE HANDY-DANDY ROTARY TYPE 
MULCHER & TILLER 


The new 1955 Model M, field tested, and 
proved all season, all purpose implement. 


Ten Different Snap On—Snap Off Attachments 


* Tills soil 5” to 6” deep. © Cuts 21” wide 
¢ Perfect mulch in garden or berry patch 
* Light and easy to handle. 
e Tungsten — tipped teeth 

assure long wea 
e Sturdy pe Tonian chain drive 
eSeparate 

for 
and 

easy starting. 
¢ Depth con- 

trol skid 

(makes it 

much easier 

to handle). 
eLeaves no 

wheel marks in 

finished soil. 
e Full width of 

tractor perfect 

for between 

row cultivation. 


e Three speeds when using tiller attachment 
Handy-Dandy Attachm ale 
re—Dise Harrow 





Drag 
Sweeps, Hillers, 
Mower, Snow Plo 
Write today for Literature 


LE CLAIRE MANUFACTURING CO. 
LeCiaire, Dept. FG, lowa 


ents are 
Lawn 














BUY AT A DISCOUNT 
RED-E TRACTORS AND TILLERS 


ne or Tillers—1.6, 2 HP 
ars 2-wheel tractors—2, 3 
4%, 6 H.P.; 4-wheel rid 
ing model, 8% H.P. Send for 
free folder on full line of 
tractors and implements. 


Guy dir Lal 
Giscount | SAVE UP TO 50%! 


RED-E TRACTOR CO 
Richfield 8, Wisconsin 


FLOWER GROWER 





POWERFELIL! LOW COSTI 





The power mowing machine 
that does EVERYTHING 
@ CUTS GRASS © REMOVES SNOW 


BOLENS. 3.6 H.P. One-lever reverse 
gear; variable forward speed control. 


@ SWEEPS UP LEAVES © ROLLS LAWNS 
@ SPREADS SEED, FERTILIZER, ETC. 
@ CARRIES LOAM, STONE, WOOD, ETC. 


The amazing Ride-A-Mower takes 
the work out of all your gardening 
chores—no matter how large 

your lawn area .. . and lets you 
do it all sitting down. It’s so easy 
to operate, with fingertip throttle, 
foot pedal control, forward and 
reverse speeds. Powerful 4-cycle 
242" or 342” H.P. air cooled 
gasoline engine gives you extra 
power for every task. 


Send coupon for complete information and the 
name of the Ride-A-Mower dealer nearest you. 


‘ 
| The Ride-A-Mower Co., Div., Midwest 
ower Corp., Hannibal, Mo. FM 
Please send me FREE information about 
|the Ride-A-Mower. Also the name of my 
nearest dealer. 


Available with economical acces- 
sories that make all your work 
easier. In rotary and reel type mod- 
els with 20” and 24” cutting widths. 
Priced as low as $252.50. aoe 


COUNTRY SQUIRE. Four-wheeled rid- 
ing tractor. A cordwood saw attachment. 








tillers as well as basic tractors. The 
largest PLANET Jr. models would fall 
in this category. BoLENs has several 
two-wheel models as does CHOREMAS- 
TER. The large SIMPLICITY models 
should be included as should the PaGe, 
Rep-E and AMERICAN FARM Ma- 
CHINERY. 

Among the tillers is the new Roto- 
HOE with a 3-horsepower engine. There 
are large BoLENS M-E tillers and, of 
course, the ROTOTILLER and _ the 
HOWARD. 

If you are among the “junior farmer” 
gardeners, you might consider a riding 
tractor. A standby for many years has 





The Ride-A-Mower Co., 
Div., Midwest Mower Corp., 
Hannibal, Mo. 





The aristocrat of hydrangeas. 
Produces huge trusses of de- 
lightful blue blooms through- 
out the summer. Needs a very 
acid soil to bring out the blue 
color. Complete planting in- 
structions sent with order. 





New FROSTY MORN 


MOCK ORANGE 


A lovely im- 
proved mock 
orange. Extra 


BEAVER. 6 H.P. engine. Pneumatic 
tires. Brakes available. Attachments. 


2 for $2.25 


ALL POSTPAID 


large, fragrant, 
double flowers 
been the BEAVER. This year BOLENs is 
bringing out an 8-horsepower riding Send postcard for our FREE Cotalog 
tractor. The MIDLAND RIDER is another Sreakann teecbnastaa tates 
new one. GARDEN-ALL has two riding 


appear in early 

summer. Grows to 8 ft. if un- 
trimmed. Ideal for screen, tall 
border or specimen planting. 


(Dwarf ond Stondord), Berries, Shade 
models as does NATIONAL FARM Eguip- pee di Rage on Hon a 
MENT. The COUNTRY SQUIRE is also a 
riding machine. 
So, you see, there is a tractor for your 
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gorgeous color. Contains o wealth of 
HOW TO” suggestions for best resu'ts 
Diamond Jubilee SPECIALS give you 
More for Your Money. KELLY plonts ore 
dependoble ond top quolity. 


KELLY Bros. Nurseries, inc. 
292 Maple St., Dansville, N.Y. 


GROWERS OF FINE NURSERY STOCK SINCE 1880 








Want better lawne or 
more beautiful fowere ? 


BUILD BETTER 
LAWNS AND GARDENS 


HYBRO-TITE 


Sol CONDITIONER 


=F 





Was last year’s garden all that you 
hoped for? Did you feel apologetic 
about the condition of your lawn— 
in spite of expensive seed and con- 
stant care? 

Sometimes lawns fail and the choice 
blooms you counted on do not develop 
because soil nutrients are “‘locked up.” 
Hybro-Tite, the natural rock soil con- 
ditioner, contains potash and 19 trace 
minerals, which may act as catalysts 
to make nutrients available to feed 
the plant rootlets. 


Enthusiastic gardeners who have tried 
Hybro-Tite report its benefits in pro- 
moting luxuriant growth of lawns... 
and growing lovelier flowers. They 
also say Hybro-Tite helps gardens 
stand up better in dry weather. 

If you want to be proud of your gar- 
den this year, mail the coupon today 
for your free copy of “Build Better 
Lawns and Gardens with Hybro-Tite.” 
This natural soil conditioner is surpris- 
ingly low in cost...easy to use. It 
may supply the minerals your soil 
needs to produce flourishing prize- 
winning flowers, and a lush green lawn. 


*Trademark of Potash R6ck Company of America, Inc. 


POTASH ROCK COMPANY OF AMERICA, inc. 
Box FWG-3, Lithonia, Georgia 


Please send me a free copy of your garden 








folder, “Build Better Lawns and Gardens with 
Hybro-Tite.” 

Name. 

Address. 

City. State. 
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| soil tested, you may have 


garden. I would certainly recommend 
your seeing a tractor in operation be- 
fore buying. Try it out yourself, keep- 
ing in mind the size of your place and 
how much “pull” you need. Don’t be 
bashful—ask for a demonstration— 
you're the boss. 


From the Mail Bag 


Last month I said that sometimes 
people take a particular liking to a hand 
tool and use it for almost everything. 
Recently I received word about a tool 
that was designed to do almost every- 
thing. The manufacturers of the 
Soak-O-Ho say that it will pull weeds, 
cultivate, act as a deep-root soaker, 
lawn sprinkler or an outside shower for 
the children. With attachments, 
rake, broom or self-watering brush for 
cleaning terraces. I’m waiting to try 
one out. 

Good gardeners know that there is 



















POWERFUL! LOW COST! 
Light * Rugged * Maneuverable 


COUNTRY 


America’s best tractor value 
More useable power -- pulling, 
pushing, driving. 770 Ibs. Pulls 


12"' plow.-Gear Drive 8.4 Hp 
B&S engine. Roller Bearings, 
B&W 4 speed Trans. Clutch, 
Diff. Full line implements. 
100% satisfaction guaranteed. 
Write for FREE CATALOG 
COUNTRY SQUIRE TRACTOR CO 
P. Q. Box 107-D-3 
Muskego, Wisconsin 


TRACTOR 











it is a 


always some trash that has to be burned. | 
The days of the old-fashioned bonfire | 


are gone as a result of many city ordi- 
nances. So, a trash burner has to be 
used. A completely new type of 
burner is being introduced this month. 
It is called the BLITZ-BURNER and is 
made by the makers of MONTAMOWER 
lawn mowers. 


It is a mobile unit on | 


wheels which makes it possible to burn | 


material any place. It is also completely 
enclosed with adjustable draft and ex- 


clusive smoke-consuming combustion 
dome. Accessory charcoal burner and 
grill make it a_ barbecue outfit. 


—WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 





THE SOIL LANGUAGE 
@There are a few terms used by the 
agronomist (he’s a soil scientist) that 
all gardeners should know. If you re- 
quest information on the best manage- 
ment of your soil, or wish to have your 


the soil first. When the agronomist is 


| speaking about the size of soil particles, 


| or clayey soil is one in which fine par- | 





he is referring to soil texture. A silty 
ticles predominate. A sandy soil is one 
in which coarse particles predominate. 
Sand is predominantly quartz and has 
no stickiness. Clay is highly plastic and 
sticky when wet. Silt particles are also 
predominantly quartz, but due to a film 


of clay around each particle, they are | 


somewhat plastic, sticky and adsorptive. 


A loam is close to a half and half mix- 


ture of sand and clay. Soils are some- 
times described as being “light” 
“heavy.” These terms do not refer to 
the weights of the soils, but to their 
handling qualities. For instance, a 
clayey soil is sticky and difficult to 
work, so it is called a “heavy soil.” A 
sandy soil, which is worked easily, is 
called a “light soil.” 


to describe | 


or | 








SNOW PLOW 


CULTIVATES 
HARROWS 
HAULS 
SPRAYS 
SAWS 
DOZER 
MOWS 
cuTs 
ROLLS 
THLS 









Also Power Reverse. 
Women can operate it. 
Free Catalog. Write: 
ESHELMAN, _ 103 

Bue Light S 


Ito. 2, 

333 N. Michigan Ave., 
Chicago |, Il. 
7070 Hollywood Bivd. 
Los Angeles 28, Cal. 





1 and 2-wheel 
Terms as low as 
$10 per month 

Write for free catalog today! 






American Farm Mach. Co., Dpt. M-203 
1061-33rd Ave. S. E., Minneapolis, Minn, 
43 Church St., 


Pawtucket, RI. 


Rotary Plow 


is only ne ot 


: 21 sturdy tools 
. ... 5-HP Gravely Tractor does every lawn, 
garden, field job easier, better! All-gear Drive, 
Power Reverse. New ‘“‘Power vs Drudgery”’ 


and ask about 


Booklet FREE! Write today ... 
the NEW EASY PAY PLAN. 


(Dealership opportunity in some areas.) 


“SAY Ey 


UNBAR, W. VA. 
FIELD-TESTED FOR 34 YEARS 















Basic machine is combination 
tractor-tiller. 2-in-one unit 
saves you money! As tiller 
prepares seed beds, mulches, 
tills. As tractor—powers plow, 
sickle mower, grader, weeder. 
Rotors give maximum traction. 
Sno-Fly attachment available. 


Ask for Free Demonstration 
Works any- 
where. Tills up 
to 10° deep in 
rocky soil, clay, 
with patented 
‘Gripper-Leverage’. 
ines guaranteed. 
Proved low mainte- 
nance. Famous 2'2 
h. p. engine. 
We challenge any 
comparison with 
cheaper, bulkier 
orsingle-purpose #@ 
machines. Insist # 
on the original. 


Get Free Folder! 


MERRY TILLER, 813 Skinner Building 
P.O. Box 1635, Seattle 11, Wushingtes 


! 
1 
N | 
| 



























Address 
City 


FLOWER GROWER 


Do5 


gardening jobs 


* ze 

in { operation 

PLOW - DISC - HARROW 
AERATE « CULTIVATE 








BOLENS i: 
ROTARY TILLERS 


do the work... You 
have the fun 


Till without toil! Completely prepare your 
garden for planting in one operation... 
increase your crop yield while building up 
fertility in your soil. Tines are positivel 
guaranteed against breakage. BOLEN 
M-E ROTARY TILLERS are available 
from 2% to 6 horsepower with attach- 
ments for mowing, seeding, hauling, snow 
plowing, and many other year around 
jobs .. . Do your gardening and mainte- 
nance this better and easier way. 


America’s Finest Outdoor Power Equipment 


fe 
POWER MOWERS — GARDEN TRACTORS 








MAIL COUPON NOW 
FOR LITERATURE ON BOLENS 


OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT 
BOLENS PRODUCTS DIVISION 
Food Machinery and Chemical 
295-3 South Park St., Port Washington, Wisconsin 
tam interested in literature on: 
(CO TRACTORS (J POWER MOWERS 
COTILLERS (0 CHAIN SAWS 
Name. 


Addr 











eee 


City. Zone. State. 


Ne cra eee ee ees cee en ee ee ee ee dow eh aa a ce en 





MARCH 1955 


| 
| 








Tractor Information 


Illustrated information on _ the 
tractors and engines pictured in 
Flower Grower can be obtained 
from the manufacturers. Their names 
and addresses are as follows: 


ARIENS JR., The Ariens Co., Bril- 
lion, Wis. 

BEAVER, Baird Machine 
Stratford, Conn. 

BELSAW, Belsaw Machines, 315 
W. Port Road, Kansas City, Mo. 

BOLENS, Bolens Products Division, 
Food Machinery & Chemical 
Corp., Port Washington, Wis. 

CHOREMASTER, Choremaster Di- 
vision, Weber Engineered Prod- 
ucts, Inc., Evans Street, Cincin- 
nati 4, Ohio 

COUNTRY 
Squire 
Wis. 

ELECTRO-HOE, W. R. Brown 
Corp., 2701 N. Normandy Ave., 
Chicago, Ill. 

ELECTRIC ROTOTILLER, Roto- 
tiller, Inc., 102nd Street and 9th 
Avenue, Troy, N. Y. 

ESHELMAN, Eshelman Co., Dept. 
R-109, 109 Light Street, Balti- 
more 2, Md. 

GRAVELY, Gravely Tractors, Dun- 
bar, W. Va. 

GEORGE, George Garden Tool, 
Sullivan, Ill. 

HANDY DANDY, Le Claire Manu- 
facturing Co., Le Claire, Iowa 

HUMMIN’BIRD and ROTO-HOE, 
Roto-Hoe and Sprayer Co., New- 
bury, Ohio 

LAUSON, The Lauson Co., 
Holstein, Wis. 

MERRY TILLER, Merry Manu- 
facturing Co., 813 Skinner Build- 
ing, Seattle 11, Wash. 

PAGE-BOY and PAGE, 
Manufacturing Co., 1830 S. 8Ist 
Street, Milwaukee, Wis. 

PLANET JR., S. L. Allen Co., 3433 
N. Fifth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

PORTA-SPADE, Univator, _ Inc., 
Berkeley, Cal. 

POWER PRODUCTS, Power Prod- 
ucts Corp., Grafton, Wis. 

SIMPLICITY, Simplicity Manufac- 
turing Co., Port Washington, Wis. 

SNAPPER, Power Implements Div., 
Southern Saw Works, Atlanta, 
Ga. 

SPRINGTIL, Quick Manufacturing, 
Inc., Springfield, Ohio 
THE KADET, National 
Equipment Co., 142 

Street, New York, N. Y. 

TILLERITE, Red-E Tractor Co., 
Richfield, Wis. 

TINY TILLER, L. M. Brooks Co., 
129 S. 206th Street, Seattle, Wash. 

VIKING-WINDOLPH, American 
Farm Machinery Co., Minneap- 
olis 14, Minn. 

W-W GRINDER, W-W_ Grinder 
Corporation, Dept. G., Wichita, 
Kan. 


Co., 


SQUIRE, Country 
Tractor Co., Muskego, 


New 


Farm 
Greene 


Pioneer 








P TELLS you... 
aca 
=) a HOW to Spray | 
WHAT ie Spr 
WHEN #0 Spray 


; 





When damaging garden pests strike, this 
handy, pocket-sized booklet prescribes cor- 
rect spray materials, tells how much to use 
and how to apply them. Compiled by an ento- 
mologist, this complete spray guide covers 
flowers, vegetables, trees, shrubs, evergreens, 
lawns and household pests. 

Send for your free copy today, or pick it up at 
your Myers dealer’s garden supply center. 
While you're there, select a Myers sprayer 
from his complete line, which includes mod- 
els like these: 


Hand-sprayer 

capacities range from 

1 pint to 2 quarts, continuous 

or intermittent types. Heavy 

tinplate construction with 
locked and soldered seams. 


Compressed-air tank 

sprayers are available in 

sizes from 1% to 3% gals. 
Tanks are galvanized steel with 
welded seams. Pump fittings 
and hoses are chemical- and 
oil-resistant. 


The Myers knapsack 

sprayer may be ordered 

with galvanized or brass 

4-gallon tank formed to 

fit the operator's back. 
It features an all-brass pump 
and a chemical- and oil- 
resistant hose. 


Myers 


SPRAYERS 


WATER SYSTEMS AND WATER SOFTENERS 


To get your free copy of the 
Myers spraying guide, send 
coupon to: The F. E. Myers 
& Bro. Co., Dept. FG-3, Ash- 
land, Ohio. If you wish extra copies for your garden 
club, mention club name and number of members. 





Street__ 








For better fruit and flowers 


PRUNE NOW 


with the genuine, ootganal | 
Seymour Smitn 


<Spap Gil® PRUNERS 


DO IT 
EASIER 


As the millions of 
users know, there's 
no pruner that 
cuts so easily. And, 
so you can prove 
it to yourself, we 
pack a tough 
wood dowel 
with each 
“Snap-Cut.’ 

Just try it at 
your deal- 
er’s. It will 
amaze you. 














ay . 
_/ Look here No. 119-8 
7 Snap-Cut 

for the Soaner 
$2.95 


Also ladies* 


No. 118-6” 
$2.49 


28-page, authoritative, 
illustrated book tells 
how to have more beau- 
tiful flowers, plants, 
shrubs, etc. by proper 
pruning. To get it free 
simply mail coupon 
packed with each 





pruner. Or send 10¢ 
for book only. 
Sevmour Smirn 


Electric Lawn Trimmers 


Trim your lawn “with the 
ease of a breeze."’ Now, 
with little effort, you can 
have the neatest lawn in 
town. They cut close and 
clean around trees, rocks, 
fences, flower beds, walks, 







—_..ctc. And they’re guaran- | 
teed by the makers 


of the famous 
° - Msg “Snap-Cut” Pruner. 
No. 700 de tuxe mode! with 
Underwriters’ approval $29.95 


No. 70 Stondard model.............. 


Your dealer has Seymour Smith garden 
tools—pruners, hedge shears, grass shears 
and electric trimmers — or can get 

for you. If not, please write us. 






iD, aaily Toots 


JE5O 







Seartce 





SEYMOUR SMITH & SON, INC, 
303 Main Street, Oakville, Conn, 
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only $19.95 | 


| Soil Conditioner Test 





ADD WATER, several drops, to a hand- 
ful of soil from area you want to test. 





| MIX THOROUGHLY with the soil, 
| forming a heavy paste in your palm. 








A GRITTY feeling means sandy soil; 
little chance conditioner will be effective. 











ROLLED into a cylinder; if it falls down 


shows more clay. Odds favor response. 





MONSANTO RESEARCH LABORATORIES | 


STURDY CYLINDER indicates sufficient 
clay for good response from conditioner. 








dependable 


. EXCELLO power mowers YY 
are field-tested and quality- // 
built throughout for years 


/ 
of unfailing service. See 


EXCELLO before you buy! 


if 


Model 251 Rotary 

with 2 H.P. Briggs & 
Stratton 4-cycle engine 
and full 21” cutting 
width ‘ 


choose @ a size for every 
lawn from city lot to 
country estate @ each 
mower factory- 
peernmes 
Model 521 Reel 
with 1.6 H.P “te 
& Stratton 4-cycle 
engine and full 
21” cutting width 


Nation-V Wide 
Service 
HEINEKE & COMPANY 
Since 1902 Springfield, tl 










SPARTAN 


there’s a 


John BEAN 


SPRAYER 


just right for / 
your needs 


See those easy-to-use 
power sprayers, the Spartan 
and Spray-Pal . . . that efficient 
John Bean knapsack sprayer .. . 
and all the many compression 
and hand-type sprayers 

and dusters that make @ 
up John Bean's complete 
line... 










See them all in the 
NEW 1955 CATALOG of 
John Bean Garden Sprayers. 
Write for it today! - 


" hele BEAN | 


Div. of Food Machinery and Chemical Corp. 


LANSING 4, MICHIGAN 


FLOWER GROWER 


VEGETABLE 


adrower GARDEN 
for 10¢ 


Golden Jubilee Special Offer 
One regular 25¢ packet each 
of these four champions: 


ASTER, New Giant Shaggy 
Will give your garden a 
rainbow of glorious colored 
blooms on long graceful 
branched stems, from early 
summer to frost. 


PETUNIA, Grandiflora Sin- 
ale. Special blend of all 
leading colors of the Dwarf 
Bedding Single Petunias. 
Will make gorgeous show- 
ing in your garden. 

ZHARA. New Giant Hybrid 
The World’s Largest Flow- 
ered Rainbow Mixture of 
Zinnias in pastel 
Blooms 6” across. 
TOMATO, Giant Beefsteak 
Almost seedless. Large hand- 
some bright-red fruits aver- 
aging % Ib. Smooth, thick- 
meated like good beefsteak. 
Send 10c in coin or stamps 
for this Dollar collection and 
Big Colored Catalog of Seeds, 


tis oeeton, ED EE 
CONDON BROS. SEEDSMEN 


Berries, etc 
DEPT. 54 ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 


DOLLA 


shades. 











(ci 
HARDY FERNS 
AND WILDFLOWERS 


suitable for shady locations. 
Hardy Perennials and Rock Plants. 


Catalog Free On Request. 


LOUNSBERRY GARDENS 





Fern) 














Oakford, Illinois 





Evergreen Shrubs sisve 


@ DWARF HOLLY 


Luxurious and distinctive. Choicest ornamental 
to beautify and dignify your lawn. Plant Holly 
this spring! 


@ MAHONIA 


Popular semi-dwarf Oregon Grape Holly. Excel- 
lent a foundation plantings or general ltand- 
scapin 


@ RHODODENDRONS 


Richly colored new Hybrids. Proper and elegant 
in beds, borders, or in foundation groups. Plant 
this Spring! 


ALEAS 


Gorgeous shadings for Spring season! New Hy- 
brids ae | better growth and a wealth of new 


ruin 


HOME PLANTING SENSATION ! 


AMERICA’S GREAT 
Moraine Locust {iy\Shape tact 


Greatest new shade tree introduction of the cen- 
tury. Seediess, podiess, no Fall clean-up neces- 
sary. Hardy, shapely and rapid in growth. Plant 


*his Spring! 
“GLORIES Si: 
ARDEN’ =: 


AMERICA’S HELPFUL GARDEN BOOK 


Shows you all of the above with descriptions and 
prices. In addition you will find newest and best 
oses, Shrubs, Perennials, Evergreens, Fruits 
and Trees. 64 pages, half in natural colors, 
packed with values in plants you've always 
wanted for your home. waite For 
KRIDER Nurseries, Beare 
urseries, ao BOOK 


66 Die es aE TODAY 
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More Soil Tips 
MAKING SOIL HUMUS 


If you left the stubble on your vege- 
table garden last fall, you can turn it 
into valuable humus right on the spot. 
Apply 2 pounds of Garden Cyanamid 
to each 150 square feet (that’s an area 


10 by 15 feet) and spade it in with the 


stubble to a depth of 5 to 8 inches. | 
Allow one week before planting. The | 


stubble will change to long-lasting plant 
food.—AMERICAN CYANAMID Co. 


SOIL TEST KITS 


Do you think your garden soil needs 
fertilizer and lime? Well, it’s easy 
enough to find out when you test your 
soil. Several kits are available now 
which make the job easy. Testing chem- 
icals, color charts, filter papers and 
everything else needed are enclosed. A 
book of directions comes with each kit. 
These soil testing kits cost upwards 
from $1.00. 


FOR SPECIAL PLANTS 


A very rich soil is sometimes needed 
for special plants. Here’s how to make 
special soil for special plants. Dig a 
hole where the plant is to go and remove 
all the soil. Then, in a bushel basket, 


“stir up” a mixture of peatmoss, com- 
post, sand and good loam according to | 
the needs of the special plant. Then, | 
merely. fill the hole with this mixture | 
and set out your plant. 


now —cultivate and weed 
with ease! 


now—dig furrows for bulbs and 
seeds quickly! 


mow — work in soil conditioners! 


No. 250 


Powered by 
any popular 
V4" electric drill. 


"s 


| 
See how crumbly 
| and friable soil gets 


when you run over it r 
with Electro-Hoe. 


Now you can convert your electric 
drill into a marvelously handy, energy-saving 
garden tool! Electro-Hoe effortlessly digs, cul- 
tivates and weeds the average garden or flower 
bed in a fraction of the time required by spade 
and hoe. Quickly digs furrows for seeds and 
bulbs. Mixes into the soil manure, peat moss, 
fertilizers and conditioners more thoroughly 
and effectively than by hand. Costs far less 
than any powered garden tool, because it uses 
your 1/4”’ electric drill, which clamps on in a 
jiffy. Light, safe, durably built with spring steel 
blades. Get an Electro-Hoe! It takes the work 
out of gardening—leaving you just the fun! 


Sold by leading hardware, avto and gardening 
supply dealers. If your dealer hasn't yet received 
Electro-Hce, we will fill your order direct, if you 
give your dealer's name and address. 


Write for literature. 
R. BROWN CORPORATION 


2681 N. NORMANDY AVE., CHICAGO 35, ILL. 
Makers of Famous Speedy Paint Sprayers 














HARDY 


NOW! xysrip 


SEEDLING 
AT AN AMAZINGLY LOW PRICE! 


1M V4 conv & -95 
16 Milo 


PER BOX 
OF 12 





WE PAY DELIVERY! 
| A FULL DOZEN LIKE THIS! ) 








V 

Grow beautiful Rhododendrons yourself and save! Glorify your grounds 
with these aristocratic flowering evergreens — so easy to grow, so dazzling in 
bloom (gorgeous reds, lavenders, pinks), so lovely to look at all year round, 

You get a full dozen well-rooted selected nursery-grown Hybrid Seed- 
lings (not uprooted wild plants) guaranteed to reach you in perfect condition 
at your best planting time, with expert cultural directions. 

Rhododendrons add value to your property, grow luxuriantly in shade, 
give you a burst of bloom in June. Each Rhododendron easily worth $5 or. 
more in only 3 years! 

These choice seedlings are up to 6” tall, with 6-10 leaves each. Packed 
in special “plantsafe” container, each plant firmly rooted in peat moss and 
GUARANTEED TO GROW. 

Supply is limited, so fill in coupon and MAIL TODAY with check or 
money order (sorry, no C.O.D.’s). 





4 e 
| ADVENTURES IN GARDENING, INC. sasviom, css my. | 
| Please send me —___--___. doz. Hybrid Rhododendron Seedlings at | 
i only $5.95 per dozen (free delivery to my door) to reach me at | 
j Proper planting time. 1 
| PRINT NAME__ GON gin ——renaniansnilasstienashidtiniaenda ie 
; STREET mee Ps Sees A ee ‘ i 
| TOWN & ZONE SPL, 


1, Belgiu™ 

: : prance 

vide impo : 
-W ide 


‘ -e Wi 
‘ -ence W 
agnificet 


> a 
“ome ' . 
not © The world’s choicest azaleas, many unique 
specimens to be seen for the first time, and 
orchids among the most beautiful in Europe 


will be on view. 

Come to Belgium for this great flower 
show! Fly direct from New York to Brus- 
sels overnight via SABENA Belgian World 
Airlines. Fast electric trains run from Brus- 


For full information about Belgium, see 
your Travel Agent, or any office of the 


SS ee = a ; 
| Official Belgian Tourist Bureau | err tamer wh less than an hour, on fre- 
589 Fifth Ave., New York 17, N.Y. an ; 

Please send full information about See all of fascinating Belgium 
| Belgium. | at the same time. 
| | Official Belgian Tourist Bureau 
tee =f Sn vk, lew Work 17, BY. 

j Offices in Chicago, Philadelphia, Washington, 
| SE | Detroit, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Dallas, 
PRE EEE APR Miami, Atlanta. 
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\ | 
j RHODODENDRONS _ Tips On Plant Foods 


INORGANIC VS. ORGANIC 


When buying fertilizer, you will 
notice on some packages an analysis of 
the ingredients. Some contain nitrogen 
from organic sources (dried blood, tank- 
age, cottonseed meal), some from 
inorganic sources (nitrate of soda, am- 
monium nitrate, etc.). There is a signifi- 
cant difference between the two. The 
organic nitrogen is only very slightly 
soluble in water, which means that it 
will become available to the plant very 
slowly—the plant only uses nutrients 
that are soluble in water. However, the 
organics are not lost as water percolates 
through the ground. 

Inorganic nutrients are highly soluble 
in water and are immediately available 
to plants. When quick results are 
wanted, this is the type of fertilizer to 
use. But, since they are highly soluble, 
every rain or watering will carry some 
away.—ALBERT SILVERMAN 


HOW MUCH LIME 


The only way to find out just how 
much lime your soil needs is to test the 
soil yourself or have it tested by your 
county agent or a private testing service. 
The test will show the present degree of 
acidity and by consulting charts or the 
recommendations of your county agent 
or the private testing service you will 
know the amount of lime to add to your 
soil to make it neutral. 


NOT TOO MUCH 


When applying fertilizer to plants, the 
gardener shouldn’t be over generous nor 
should he use the wrong strength which 
disrupts the balance of growth. A vivid 
case of this is the rosarian who was 
greatly impressed by a TV advertisement 
which advocated a complete fertilizer 
containing 30% nitrogen. He bought it, 
paying a good price, and gave his roses 





In a short time he had 
amazing results. The stems shot up like 
weeds and were so elastic that you could 
tie them in knots. The thorns were so 


a liberal dose. 


FLOWER GROWER 





NEW 21” TALL GALVANIZED 
with White Zinc Name Plates STANDARD 


KNOW your FLOWERS. Mark with a pencil. 
Names stay on. Enjoy your garden more. 


9 DIFFERENT STYLES 


Prepaid: Add 10% west of the Rocky Mts. 
A—12 INCH HAIR PIN TYPE 
3-inch lock-rim Name Plate which can be re- 
pons in a jiffy. Look neat in the garden, nice 
or Iris and Roses. 
20 for $1.00; 100 for $3.80 
Extra lock-rim name plates 1/2¢ each 


WHITE Wrap 
B—7 INCH LABELS ZINC joinah 
Permanently mark trees, shrubs and plants. 
Pencil marks stay through rain and snow. 
00 for $1.00; 500 for $4.00 


C—GARDEN MARKER 

9 inch steel wire standards and shielded 
WHITE-ZINC NAME PLATE which may be 
marked on both sides. You will like this im- 


proved marker. 
18 for $1.00; 100 for 3133 
Extra Zinc Plates Without Wire—100 for $1.25 


D—11” SWINGING LABEL 
1” x 22” Zinc Name Tab secured to 9 inch 
STEEL ene 5 odn 100 % nice for tulips. 
100 for $2.80 
cool "Chehoenes Pencil 10¢ 


E—1114”" OK ROSE MARKER 

Name plate has wide flanges with four accu- 
rately wae holes thru which stiff STEEL 
standards freely slide up over the tilt into se- 
cure position. A new plate can be put on 
easily. The price is a — higher for this 
better marker but worth i 


15 for $1 .00; 100 for $5.00 


F—21” DISPLAY MARKER 
Same as OK rose marker but almost twice 
as tall. Used im parks, florist’s fields and 
gardens where visitors are welcome. 
12 for $1; 100 for $7.50 
Replacement plates for E or F $2.50 
for home garden 


G—20" TALL easy to read 


Single Wire Staff. For Tulips, Glads, Iris, Day 
Lilies, Tea Roses, showing well above foliage, 
no samples. 

Prepaid: 25 for $1.50; 100 for $5.50 

Extra Name Piates—100 for $2.25 
H—8” HANDY POT MARKER 
For greenhouse or home use. 

Prepaid: 30 for $1.00; 100 for $2.50 

Extra name plates not available 

jJ—4” VIOLET LABEL 
Made for African Violets and other small 
house plants. Useful to the h ee for 
rr me cuttings. Pointed WHITE ZINC strip 
7/16x4 100, 80¢ 1000, $5 


TRIAL KIT To acquaint new customers 


with our markers and labels we pr Spay Three 
each of A, C, D, E, H, J, and 25 ae 
with a weatherproof pencil all for $1.00. 


EVERLASTING LABEL CO. 


es BOX 93, Paw Paw, Mich. 
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| rubbery they could hardly have pierced 
butter, and the flowers were almost nil. 

A dahlia fan also bought some of this 
wonder fertilizer. The dahlia, naturally 
a leafy plant, should only receive very 
light applications of nitrogen, no more 
than 4%. But more than that, since 
dahlias form tubers which serve as a 
| carbohydrate storing organ, any excess 
nitrogen will use u, varbohydrates 
which would normally go into the tuber. 
After the high-nitrogen fertilizer was 
applied, the plants got very leafy and 
the stems so soft and spindly that all 
toppled over before flowers appeared. 
When the time came to dig the tubers, 
all he found were some pitifully meager 
specimens which appeared more like 
swollen roots. 

This same high-nitrogen fertilizer, 
though, when used on lawns or leafy 
vegetables, was very effective. It pro- 
duces large, green 
SILVERMAN 





READ THE DIRECTIONS 








The directions on the package of solu- 
ble fertilizers are there for a purpose, 
not to fill up space on the label. The 
manufacturers of high-analysis ferti- 


lizers know how powerful their material | 


is and have written directions for their 


ATTENTION ! 


specific fertilizer. Excellent 


lizer you may do more damage than 
good. Read, and follow, the directions. 


“5-10-5" FERTILIZER 


When your neighbor says that he uses 
a 5-10-5 fertilizer on his garden, do 
you know what he’s talking about? 
First of all, your neighbor is using a so- 
called “complete” fertilizer, that is, one 
that contains the three most-needed 
plant nutrients, nitrogen, phosphorous 
and potassium. The numbers, 5, 10 and 
5, signify the percentage of these nu- 
trients that is immediately available to 
plants. Therefore, when your neighbor 
rakes in 100 pounds of 5-10-5 fertilizer, 
he is supplying plants with 5 pounds of 
nitrogen, 10 pounds of phosphorous 
and 5 pounds of potassium, all of which 
are available to the plant the moment 
they are applied to the soi. 


leaves.—ALBERT | 


though 
these preparations may be, when you're | 
over generous with high-analysis ferti- | 


A NELIS SPECIAL 





Gloriosa Rothschildiana 
Climbing 
Spider Lily from 
India 


VIVID ORCHID-LIKE FLOWERS OF 
TURKISH RED AND BRIGHT GOLD 





As editorially described elsewhere in this 
issue, this unusual importation from India 
is a showpiece for garden or indoor use. 
Not a lily in the true sense, it grows from 
a tuber which can be planted over and over 
again. Give it a climbing support and the 
tendrils at the tip of each leaf will carry it 
up to as much as six feet, with upwards of 
twenty or more flowers that will stay fresh- 
ly in bloom for five weeks. Easy to plant; 
free from disease; growth is rapid, Full in- 
structions with shipment. 


THIS EXOTIC NOVELTY WILL 
MAKE A SHOWCASE OF YOUR 
SUMMER GARDEN. 


Commercially grown for corsage use, Nelis 
Nurseries now make this unusual Climbing 
Spider Lily from India available to you for 
outdoor garden planting or indoor potting. 
Plant after frost for luxuriant, showy sum- 
mer blooming. You will be delighted with 
results. Order now—supply is limited. 


ORDER SEVERAL AT NELIS’ 
SPECIAL LOW PRICE 


Nelis Nurseries, famous bulb specialists of 
Holland, Mich., are making you a special 
low introductory price for these still-rare 
tubers, all of large size. Make up your 
order right away for several—first come 
first served. 


Only $1.00 each—Six for $5.50 
MAIL COUPON ORDER DIRECT 
Nellis Nurseries, Inc., 
Holland, Mich.—Dept. FG-3 


Send me Gloriosa Rothschildiana 
large size tubers, with planting instructions, 


for which I enclose § 





Name 
Address 





THIS SPRING 


You'll do better gardening 


with J 
You can’t wear it out. . 


the handle can't 
come off in use! 


LIFETIME 
GUARANTEED! 
$3.00 
postage paid 


SMARTLY 
PACKAGED — 
makes a delight- 
ful ‘than 
you” gift! 


igqer . 


. 


(made by fifth-generation 
craftsmen in our 112-year- 
old company) does so 
many gardening chores 
you'll use it in 9 out of 
10 trips to your garden, 


LIGHT! —weighs only 22 oz. — 
handle and all! The ‘‘Weather- 
proofed”’ hickory handle is 15 inches 
long . . gives you easy-swing- 
ing leverage that calls for less 
“*muscle’’ — lets you use it all day 
without undue tiring. 


DOES ALL THIS AND DIGGING, 
TOO! — Hoes, trenches, cultivates, re- 
moves cuts roots, crumples 
hardened cuts sod plugs, re- 
moves edges — excellent for 
planting seeds, bulbs, and shrubs. 


MANN EDGE TOOL CO., 


Lewistown 2, Pa. 


weeds, 
earth, 


stones, 








ed FLOWER ARRANGEMENT 


Leam at home to make Professional 
yy sprays, wreaths, corsages, table ar- 
rangements, etc. Big demand for de 
signers Unusual spare or full time 
money making opportunities Send 
for FREE booklet “OPPORTUNI 
TIES in FLORISTRY’’ 
NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 
Studio F-35, 310 S. Robertson Bivd. 
Los Angeles 48, California 





FLOWER 


FREE ‘v00x 


Write today for free illustrated book—cul- 
tural directions, pronouncing index, germi- 
nation table. 3000 varieties—old and new 
Many rare kinds. Yours for the asking 
Send a postcard today! 


Geo. W. Park Seed Co., Greenwood 23, S.C. 








Soil Aids and Hints 


WHAT IS pH? 


When reading about soils and ferti- 
lizers, have you ever been baffled by 
the strange-looking symbol pH? The 
soil expert knows it as “the logarithm 
of the reciprocal of the H-ion concen- 
tration.” But don’t worry, you don’t 
have to know all this. 

Actually, what pH means to the gar- 
dener is that it is just a way of telling 
how acid or alkaline his soil is. An 
arbitrary scale has been set up, ranging 
from a pH of 0 to a pH of 14. A soil 
with a pH of 7 is neutral, neither acid 
nor alkaline. As the numbers go down 
from 7 it means that the soil is more 
and more acid—a soil with a pH of 2 
is very acid. As the numbers go up 
from 7 it means the soil becomes in- 
creasingly more alkaline. Most plants 
like a soil that is slightly acid with a pH 
ranging between 5 and 6. 


HARDPAN TROUBLE 


If you have ever noticed one par- 
ticular spot in the garden where the 
water doesn’t drain off very fast after a 
rain, there is a possibility that you 
have a thin layer of heavy clay under 
the ground through which water won’t 














 Michelés BULB SPECIALS 


TOP QUALITY BULBS at New Low Prices 


C0 5 for $1.00 


CALADIUMS 


Huge multicolor leaves of red, green, pink, maroon and white create a gorgeous effect 
when planted among border shrubs. Excellent for window boxes or as an indoor plant. 


(0 10 for $1.75 








REGAL LILIES 


Beautiful pink lilies with pure 
white inside. A magnificent 
garden specimen. Big blooms, 
Selected size bulbs 

(0 4 for $1.00 [10 for $1.95 





GLADIOLUS 


Tall stately spikes in a magnificent range 
of colors. Makes your garden come alive 


Flowering size bulbs 


01 15 for $1.00 0 30 for $1.75 








CANNAS 


Huge flower heads with broad 
petals for a glorious display. 
Beautiful and striking colors. 


(14 for $1.00 [10 for $1.95 


BEGONIAS 


Unsurpassed beauty in this exquisite 
mixture of brilliant colors. Large double 
flowers. Fine for shade. 

Flowering size bulbs 


(1) 10 for $1.00 0 20 for $1.75 





quality bulbs since 1890 








Send for these special offers NOW 
926 CHESTNUT STREET 
PHILA. 5, PA. 


FREE COLOR CATALOG ON REQUEST 














LO op ALT LLL lle 


drain or percolate. This is called hard- 
pan. An easy way to make it drain is 
to pound a crowbar down into the soil 
as deep as you can. Do this in several 
spots and you will make drainage holes 
through it just like the hole in the bot- 
tom of a flower pot. 


NITROGEN SUPPLY 


In our gardens, we supply our plants 
with nitrogen by fertilizing. In the 
forest, plants must rely on_ natural 
means. These soils contain organic ma- 
terials such as humus, leaves, dead 
plants and animals, all of which contain 
nitrogen, but in a form which the plants 
cannot use. Billions of bacteria in the 
soil—called nitrifying bacteria—act on 
this organic material and release the 
nitrogen in a form that can be used. 
The transformed nitrogen will be either 
ammonia, nitrate or nitrite. These are 
all soluble in water and pass up into the 
plant in the soil water.—ALBERT SIL- 
VERMAN 
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ALUMINUM 
GREENHOUSE 


Beautiful and bright 
in many 
new styles. 





iss Another Season 
of Pleasure and Profit 





EIGHT New Beautiful Styles—designed out of 100 
years experience by the world’s largest greenhouse 
builders. Choice of the popular ORLYT standard as 
pictured above, in aluminum or economical redwood. 
And the very latest—A new graceful Curved Eave Orlyt 
in aluminum—a gem for winter gardening. 
Completely prefabricated—nothing to cut or fit. Alu- 
minum barcaps eliminate paint and putty ... The 
only construction that is maintenance-free. 

Budget priced models from $250 up—less than $12.00 
per month. No money down—3 years to pay. Auto- 
matic heat and ventilation optional but reasonably 
priced like the greenhouses. 


See Orlyt at the Spring Flower Shows 


lord ¢ Burnham 


IRVINGTON, NEW YORK 


$12.00 per month buys this Send me your new free Orlyt Greenhouse 
8'2 by 10 ft.. Aluminum Catalog No. M-26. 
Orlyt —-$325 ready to go ihe. shes 

7 
on your foundation and of how NAME ‘aoa 
connect to your home. to build, : 
sha mvantc heat ventile. lecene. nal ADDRESS....... Paes *. ASS ne aoe Caves Eave Aluminum 
, : equip a ean-to greenhouse. One 
tion, and benches at pro- of the many attractive 


f h greenhouse. ; oul ny 
portionately low prices. styles to join to your 
SALES AGENTS WANTED home. 














BRILLIANT LIGHT On FLOWER 

GROWER’S arrangement of the 

month reveals a symphony of 
red with muted green against clear 
green yucca leaves. Angular treatment 
of foliage and compact, conventional! 
handling of the gladiolus blossoms and 
buds define this design as contemporary 
modern. The architectural strength of 
the design is maintained by the compo- 
sition of each feature without sacri- 
ficing its three-dimensional form. 

The medium red pottery container, 
almost square in outline, has a rounded 
surface which catches the light; its base 
is strengthened by oblong blocks. 

Vivid red geraniums, tucked between 
the light flowers, add vital color and 
variety in form. The saxifrage leaves 
are purposefully defined by careful 
placement. Tinged with red, they 
subtly blend the two contrasting colors; 
their veins etch an interesting pattern; 
and their contours strengthen the sil- 
houette. Gradually building up to nar- 
row vertical form, three loquat leaves 
are layered behind well-defined buds. 
Four firmly set yucca leaves, slant cut 
at the tips, soar upward in a dramatic 
pattern. 

Artist Maude Cole, pictured above, 
finds flower arranging one of the best 
mediums of self expression and spends 
her spare time arranging flowers and 
painting in her studio at Lake Mahopac, 
New York. Her one-man shows have 
been exhibited at The Eggleston Gal- 
leries on 57th Street, New York. 

As president of The Larchmont Gar- 
den Club and as president of The Ma- 
hopac Garden Club, she has stimulated 
members to study flower arranging. 

Every arrangement Maude Cole cre- 
ates is distinguished by the control and 
masterful handling of plant materials 
which she utilizes to emphasize the dra- 
matic quality of leaf forms. Her selec- 
tion of uncommon foliage is a distinc- 
tive contribution to the art of contem- 
porary flower arrangement. 
—MARGET COCHRANE COLI 


FOR YOUR ARRANGEMENT SCRAPBOOK 


A Contemporary 


Arrangement 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY 






























































BOB ELSASSER 


* 


Garden Week* 
April 23-30 


There's no more beautiful 
season than Springtime 
—when you're in Virginia! 
Come early enow O see 

it all. Right now, when 

the redbud begins to 

cover the hills, when billions of 
apple and dogwood blossoms 
open when azaleas blanket the 
land with color, the doors and 
gates of Virginia's mansions 
and gardens swing wide for you 


u 


Restore 
Williamsburg 


And throughout the vear, 

Virginia's history and romance 

never diminish. Here are 

Jamestown Yorktown 
Colonial Williamsburg 

Richmond redericksburg 

. Appomattox historic 
battlefields and shrines 

the homes of eight Presidents 

Natural Bridge 

Natural Tunnel 

famous caverns 

. and many other 

spots you've long 

read about and will 

long remember. 


Whatever 

the season, 
there's always 
areason...to 
visit VIRGINIA! 


s of miles of 
grandeur on 
e and Blue 


St John’s Church, Richmond, 
where Patrick Henry delivered 


his “liberty or death” speech 


Beautiful Monticelli 
of Thomas Jefferson 
is Ash 


Nearby 
awn, home of Monro 


ip and mail this 
Iso attach a list Deep sea, bay, or inlet 


1 which you afte most fishing offer you ‘‘reel 


2 ait sporting fun 

— oe ee oe Nee ee 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
Room 879, 914 Capitol Street, Richmond 19, Va 


Please send me literature on the many vacation attrac- 
tions throughout the State of Virginia 


Name 





ADDRESS 





TOWN STATE 





student, please give grade you are in 


"Garden Week Booklet available on request 
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CINNABAR-RED blooms, spotted 


shaped leaves of Smithiantha cinnabarina. 


BEAUTY CRAFT 


SCARLET tubular flowers crown emerald green leaves of Rechsteineria cardinalis. 


Gesneriads, Cousins of 


the African- Violet 


by PEGGIE SCHULZ 


HOUGH LONG OVERSHADOWED by 
the most popular member of the 
gesneriaceae family, the African- 
violet, other lesser-known members are 
now coming into their own. Two ges- 


neriads, the gloxinia and episcia, have 
already become popular. Many indoor 
gardeners who are experts at raising 
African-violets want to know more 
about its less celebrated cousins. Since 
the gesneriaceae is such a large family 
—including 85 genera and about 1,100 
BEAUTY CRAFT ° . . . 
} species—I will only discuss a few of 

the outstanding plants. 

Gesneriads grow from fibrous roots, 
tubers, propagules (scaly root stolons), 
woody rootstocks and seed. The major- 
ity of them are warm house subjects 
and if given humidity will thrive in 
home temperatures of 70° to 75°. With 
the exception of some climbers they all 
require soil suitable for growing Afri- 
can-violets. The mixture should be 
porous so roots can easily penetrate it. 
Pots must have good drainage. A 
heavy wet soil will not allow sufficient 
aeration and the plants become prey 
for pests and diseases. A general soil 
formula consists of equal parts of gar- 
den loam, peatmoss, leafmold and sand. 


with 


white, accent the reddish-purple, heart- 
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HUDSON 





GRACEFUL red blooms spotted with 
yellow beneath and purple-veined leaves 
make Smithiantha zebrina a showpiece. 


HARRIS 





BRILLIANT orange blooms flecked in- 
side with red stand out above dark green 
satiny leaves in Rechsteineria macropoda. 


To get some gesneriads of your own, 
buy tubers, rootstocks or seed from a 
grower who specializes in unusual 
house plants. Tubers and rootstocks are 
usually started in February and March. 
This is also a good time to start seeds. 

Water from the top or bottom with 
room-temperature water, and make 
sure the soil is moistened all the way 
through. Do not water again until the 
topsoil feels dry. If you spill water on 
the hairy leaves, move the plants out 
of the sun until dry. This will prevent 
spotting of the leaves. Increase the 
humidity by setting plants on saucers of | 
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BEAUTIFUL 
INEXPENSIVE 
LEANTO 
GREENHOUSES 


You too have a corner at your residence or Garage which can be con- 
verted into a beautyspot by attaching a Ickes-Braun BENT-GLASS- 
EAVE Leanto Greenhouse. Send us the dimensions and we will quote 
price on pretab-materials (No obligation). 


ICKES-BRAUN inrc.'co. | cricaco, iu." 








‘Learn All About LAWNS 
In Our April issue”. 





OMEN 
MEN ow 


TROPICAL 


ALL THESE IN YOUR LIVING ROOMY 
pico MON BIG PROFITS--SPARE OR FULL TIME 


UMELIAS. EPI 


and 


A) EVERY MONTH OF THE YEAR 
: Successful family of home growers now reveal their secrets for your pleas- 
+10 Coast ure and profit. Learn the exciting facts about raising beautiful Orchids at 
Growers Coos home... how to grow dozens of varicties in every rainbow color have 
Home Schirmers Help Orchids in full bloom every month of the year! Many grow without soil, 
Benefit from getting food from the air NO GREE NHOI SE NEEDED. Start on table 
, orchid plants or window ledg« 


1 pee ere bean! - ogy THRILLING HOBBY— FINE PROFITS—ANY LOCATION— 


a" G1 VO ONE itd ORGIDS 


and hove f Foam EXCITING HOME BUSINESS RETAIL—WHOLESALE—MAIL ORDER 
pia derful o q it.” Imagine the delight of watching gorgeous Orchids Learn how to market you 
A woe can pent Oee at burst into bloom in your living room! The big lav- ™atter where you | 
so anyowe 1. G., Michi ender corsage Orchids you see inevery flower shop 4 i by mail ore 
) also many others in all sizes and colors. Orchid opica werland’s “Quick-Profit Plas” helps 
nee 


arted at 


urse, written 


ch steP 
uM have | € see ‘how any- 
fo se 
fos 2 cl arly I . 


mo.” 
& ould go ¥ nt +8 Levistone FUN von ALL THE FARMRY. It's great fun to grow 
w 


for your own enjoyment, or to sell at good profits 


of my Cowes Orchids. And the le family can help — from 
am very On - # forist says teen-agers up. Mr. Schirmer himself is over 60 
nts. OW 
and plaw 


was nearly 50 when he and Mrs. Schirmer first 
will buy my 


ds 
Ore arkonses started to grow Orchids for profit 
“ty o Mr SSFUL Wome 
ve gratels oe LEARN HOW ORCHIDS MULTIPLY. Learn how one 
Seni ay : : plant may become many, each as valuable as the 
ad first! Flower production and plant stock should 
both increase steadily—year after year. 


v u _ ays ve 


con- 
+ orchid plants pee 
po" source of a 


COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS & Blooming-Size Orchid 
Plant Sent for You to Examine at Home without Risk! 


Airmail coupon todayforamaz- ings and photos — many in full 
ig offer of Complete Home color. Shows you how to grow 
Course and a real blooming- 30 different kinds of Orchids at 
size Orchid plant for you to home, and market them for 
exramine at home without risk! extra income spare or full 
Nearly 300 large-size pages, time. Send no money -just the 
filled with “show-how” draw- coupon 


TROPICAL FLOWERLAND, Dept. 73 iiz?musns ext, © Town 








out of your 
gardening 


Energized Vertagreen 
provides real growing 
energy for your lawn 

and garden. Proved 

by thousands of home 
gardeners, Vertagreen 

feeds plants completely 
—brings amazing new 
health and beauty to 

lawns, flowers, shrubs and 
trees. Better-balanced 
Vertagreen supplies a 
nourishing, complete feeding 
for vegetables, too—makes 
them grow full, tender and 
vitamin-rich because 
Vertagreen feeds plants 

(1) roots, 
(2) stems, leaves, 

(3) flowers, fruits, vege- 
tables. Get Vertagreen 
from your garden 
supply dealer today! 


three ways: 


Packed in 
Attractive 5, 10, 25, 50, and 100 Pound Bags 


ARMOUR FERTILIZER WORKS 





moistened sand or by plunging the 
potted plant into a larger pot lined 
with moist sphagnum moss. 

Most of the hairy-leaved gesneriads 
have foliage of such brilliance and 
beautiful contour that they would be 
worth growing for these qualities alone. 


But good growers get added dividends | 


in flowers of amazing forms and colors. 

Rechsteineria cardinalis (often listed 
by the grower as Gesneria c.) is to my 
mind one of the most satisfying of the 
gesneriads. This plant grows from a 
solid tuber about the color of a sweet 


potato. Tubers may be started any time | 


after the first of the year. They can 
be pushed into active growth in moist 
vermiculite, sand or sphagnum moss 
and later transferred to 4-inch pots. 
Easier still, plant the tuber in a 4-inch 
pot containing at least an inch of 
drainage material (broken pots or 
gravel) and the preferred growing mix- 
ture. The round side goes into the 
soil, but not deeply. You should be 
able to see the top of the tuber pro- 
truding slightly from the soil. Give 
the soil a good soaking with warm 
water and set the planting in a south 
window. 

Rechsteinerias will grow and flower 
in a northeast or east window but are 
apt to grow tall and need staking. 
Their rich emerald green foliage is 
outstanding. Individual leaves are Na- 
ture’s own heart-shaped valentines. The 
bright scarlet tubular flowers are 
borne about three to four months after 
planting, continuing for six weeks to 
two months. The foliage stays fresh 
and lovely throughout the summer. In 
August these plants are ready for a 
rest. They seldom drop their leaves 
but older foliage withers and browns 
at the leaf tips. I cut off the old stalk 
about the first of August, set the plant 
away from the strong light and cease 
watering. Some tubers are stubborn 
about resting. If new shoots appear in 
less than a month bring the plant into 
the light to resume growth. Occa- 
sionally such a plant will bloom at 
Christmas and its coloring makes it 
an especially appropriate flower for 
that season. Rechsteinerias can be prop- 
agated by leaf or stem cuttings rooted 
in water, sand or vermiculite, or they 
can be flowered within a year from 
seed. 

Smithiantha, better known as nae- 
gelia, is a prize winner in any house- 
plant collection. The richly colored 
foliage and clusters of bell-like flowers 
make it a real eye-catcher. Their nat- 
ural growing season (though sometimes 
variable) begins in September. Propa- 
gules can be started into growth in a 
small flat of moistened sand or an- 
other medium or they can be planted 
directly into pots. I like to start tubers 
in sphagnum moss and, when they 
show about an inch of growth, trans- 


\ N\ \ \ \ 
SPECTACULAR 
“cet acquanteo” WA LU ES 


only through March 30th! 
French 


ANEMONES 


This sensational value is offered only to 
introduce you to our new catalog... it can- 
not be repeated after March 30th! For only 
25¢ — your garden this Spring and Summer 
can boast 25 exotic French Anemones in a 
sparkling mixture of colors. All 25 bulbs 
are guaranteed to bloom! Free planting 
instructions included. 


This is a verified $1.00 value! 


Satisfaction guaranteed or your money retunded! 
Shipped postpaid 


FREE CATALOGUE ON REQUEST! 


Beautifully iilustrated in color...teeming 
with new, unusual flowering bulbs and 
plants from all parts of the world and the 
U. S. — at big, big savings! Get your copy 
and read about sensational BONUS OFFER 
with EXTRA savings of 10% for you! 





U.S.-DUTCH a BULB CORP. 
220—Sth AVE. ¢ DEPT. F1 « NEW YORK-1 








LIFETIME 


ALUMINUM TRELLIS 


LASTING 

BEAUTY | 
NO PAINT 
NO UPKEEP 
NO WOOD ROT 
TERMITE PROOF 
VERMIN PROOF | 


ONE SCREW ASSEMBLES 


MAILS PARCEL POST ; 


ra ons, 


3 Foot + $3.98 — 
5 Foot + $5.98 


DEALERS AND JOBBERS 
WRITE FOR CATALOG AND PRICES 


P. B. R. MANUFACTURING CO. 
H AND LUZERNE STREETS, PHILA. 24, PA. 


3 FEET 





P. B. R. MANUFACTURING CO. 
H and Luzerne Streets 
Philadelphia 24, Pa. 

| enclose $ 


Send me postage paid 


(--------- 
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DAY LILIES 


YELLOW, ORANGE, RED, PINK, PURPLE 


April shipment at 
money-saving prices 


Any 5 for $3.75 ppd 
5.00 “ 
—_— 


All excellent plants of 
Edenwald quality and 
that means best. 


GOLDEN GRAIN—largze, tall, light yellow. 
HER GRACE—broad-petalled pale lemon. 
CANARI—satiny pale canary. 
GOLDEN WEST—large bright yellow. 
4. S. GAYNER—fragrant waxy apricot. 
Orange:— 
GOLD COAST—largze, 
ange. 
TRIUMPH—rich 
petalled. 
FLORE PLENO — finest 
tinted. 
MIKADO—mellow orange, mahogany eye. 
Red:— 
FIRE FLAME—fiery orange-red. 
TEMPLE FIRE—large bright orange-red. 
FIRETHORN—dragon’s blood multiflora. 
PURPLE FINCH—rich purple-red. 
PERSIAN PRINCESS—veivety dark red. 
BLACK HILLS—sun-fast black red. 
Salmon pink:— 
AMULET—coral pink. 
CORALLINE—light shrimp red. 
DOLLY VARDEN—bDlended 
yellow. 
LUSTROUS—charming twisty red-pink. 
SWEETBRIAR—large deep pink. 
Purple:— 
PURPLE SAGE—crinkled brownish wine. 
PURPLE WATERS—fine rosy wine. 
PURPLE MOOR—-glistening dahlia purple. 
——— CHIEFTAIN—tall, tubular, 


THERON—dcep red-purple. 

Bicolors:— 

MARY GUENTHER — startling red 
yellow. 

COMET—rose petals, soft yellow sepals. 

SYLViA—ruddy pink petals, lemon sepals. 

Our 1955 catalog features also the newest 

and finest varieties of 


for Summer and Fall Pliant- 
ing. Ready May Ist. Re- 
EDENWALD GARDENS 


serve Your FREE COPY. 
Dept. F.G. Vincennes, Indiana 


thick-petalled or- 


orange, large, wide 


double, peach 


Late. 
coral, rose, 


and 














For NATURAL Control 
of destructive 
gorden insects... 


SF 
Use PRAYING MANTES 


| 
They eat the bugs that 


would eat your garden 
Put Praying Mantis egg cases (cocoons) in your garden or 
reen house NOW. When air gets warmer each will hatch 
fifty or more of these harmless insects which feed on aphids 
and other soft-bodied destructive plant suckers and chewers. 
No poisonous sprays. Order egg cases direct from us. 
2 Egg ¢ Cases for $2.00—6 for $5.00 
ed, prepaid. Complete instructions sent. 
Mail your order to 


BURKLEIGH CO., Dept. 828, Towson, Maryland | 








| « COW MANURE 
¢ SHEEP MANURE 
offman| #2 
¢ HYPER HUMUS 
PLANT FOODS and SOIL CONDITIONERS 
At leading garden supply, 
hordwore and chain stores. 
A. H. HOFFMAN, INC, 
Landisville, Pa. 
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plant two or three of them, with some 
moss attached, to a 5-inch pot. If the 
moss is left on I find they store better 
and there is less danger of losing the 
propagules. 

East or tempered south light suits 
these plants. Under ideal conditions 


they would bloom three to four months | | 


after planting. In a home it is not un- 
usual for them to wait six months be- 
fore favoring you with flowers. While 
you are awaiting flowers you can en- 
joy the beautiful textured and pat- 
terned foliage. 

The leaves on Smithiantha cinna- 
barina are plum colored and covered 
with dark red hairs. They remind me 
of red plush and I find them exciting 
companion plants for white African- 
violets or gloxinias. The flowers on this 
plant are lighter ~ed than the foliage 
and the inside of the throat is creamy- 
white speckled red. 

S. zebrina has more flexible leaves 
than S. cinnabarina and they are green 


| patterned with red. The red and yel- 
| low spotted flowers hang in graceful 
| racemes. 


After blooming has ceased, the plant 
should be kept watered until the leaves 
curl and dry. When this happens, the 
plant should be given a rest and taken 
to the basement or a dark closet. If 
the topsoil is sprinkled once a week 
you will have firm propagules to work 
with for the next season’s bloom. When- 
ever you note growth, turn the soil out 
of the pot and divide the propagules. 
You will be surprised at the increase! 


To start into growth handle them as | 


recommended above. 


If you have the urge to propagate a | 


great many of these plants do so by 


| breaking the propagule into individual 
| scales. 


Set the scales in moist sand, 
vermiculite or sphagnum moss and shift 
when they are two months old. These 


| plants will be small and ten or twelve 


can be grown in a 4-inch pot of soil. 
Smithianthas can also be grown from 
seed. In the window garden, when 
growing from either scales or seeds, 
it takes about two years for plants to 
flower. 

Chirita hamosa is a pretty gesneriad 
you will enjoy for its unique manner 
of growth and, of course, for its dainty 
blue-edge white flowers. The chartreuse 
leaves are covered with glistening silver 
hairs and the stem is as translucent 
as that of impatiens. It is an upright 
plant growing to about 18 inches. This 
plant is treated as an annual and is 
generally grown from leaf or stem cut- 


tings started in water or moist sand. | 
in seven to nine | 


Chirita will flower 
months from either cuttings or seed. 
The foliage color stays fresher when 
grown in an east or northeast window. 

Rechsteineria macropoda is a com- 
parative newcomer to American ges- 
neriad collectors. 


Wonderful Things 


Happen In Your Garden 


When You Give It Pa 
Magical 


OXYSEN 











SEE THE DIFFERENCE 
AIR MAKES 


Roots must “‘breathe’’ or plants will strangle. 
Terra-Lite aerates soil—lets oxygen penetrate free- 
ly down to tiniest root hairs. This “‘extra’’ oxygen 
helps develop extra strong healthy plants... fast. 











No Matter What You Plant... 
Your Flowers, Shrubs, Lawns 
Grow Better With 


Terra-Lite 


BRAND VERMICULITE 


SOIL CONDITIONER 


Terra-Lite is easy to use! You simply mix 
a little of it with your soil as you plant. 
Then it begins its garden miracle. Heavy 
clay soil becomes aerated, loose— permits 
root to stretch without stifling, seedlings 
to emerge easily; improves germination 
up to 100%. Sandy soil is transformed into 
a wonderful planting medium that holds 
plenty of water and fertilizer; there’s no 
more excessive fertilizer loss thru leach- 
ing. You too, can have a more beautiful, 
healthier garden with /ess watering, less 
work and at low cost* thanks to miracle 
Terra-Lite soil conditioner. 

*As little as $2.35 conditions 200 

square feet. 


FREE BOOKLET 


Mail coupon or postcard today 
for easy-to-follow directions for 
developing a “miracle” garden 
with Terra-Lite, nature’s own 
soil conditioner. 








The American Glox- | J yes 











inia Society made seeds of this charming 
gesneriad available in 1951. It took 


to American window gardens like a ’ 

duck to water! The plants bloomed Let’s Talk About 
when about a year old and the tubers 
were fatter than those of any other — House Plants.. 
year-old gesneria seedling. A 4- or Zeal 

5-inch pot is about right for a 112- to ‘ 

2-inch tuber. After planting they should ™ Cally Eames 

be watered thoroughly and set in an pes Oaeonterel Sih tag 
east or south window. . 

The leaves are such a dark green 
that they appear almost black. The | IF you haven't used Black Magic Planter 
tubular 112- to 2-inch flowers are bril- | | Mix yet, you're not giving your plants 
liant orange flecked inside with dark | | @ chance! House plants prefer Black 
red. Because these plants are still | Magic’s 8 ingredients for the wonders 
rather rare. many of us who grew they perform. By using Black Magic and 
them, hand-pollinated the flowers to fcllowing these indoor gardening tips, 
increase our seed supply. This ges- you'll have prize winning plants every 


neriad flowers in later February or time. 
March and can be set aside for its 
rest as soon as leaves lose their vi- LIGHT 


tality. One commercial grower told Green (foliage) plants need good light, 











me that some of his rechsteineria tubers but they don’t want the hot sun beating 
sent up flower scapes without benefit mercilessly upon them. Protect them 


of foliage at Christmas. After the foli- by drawing the curtains during the 
age appeared another scape of bloom | | heat of the day. 


pushed through. 
° ( s ) Rechsteinerias are propagated by TEMPERATURE 
with MEYER i 52 ZOYSIA leaves, stem cuttings or seeds. While Most plants are hardier than you think, 
Meyer (Z-52) Zoysia is a new hardy I have had excellent success rooting 
lawn grass developed in the labora- | stem cuttings I have not been able to 
tories of the U.S. Department of Ag- | get individual leaves to root. the temperature is kept as even as possi- 
riculture and the U.S. Golf Associa- Another newcomer for the gesneriad ble. Allow 
tion. This modern grass not only collector is Columnea crassifolia, which 
thrives in any type soil or climate but was discovered in Guatemala in 1942. 
flourishes in hot sun or light shade Plants are available to the public for HUMIDITY 
and requires few mowings. For sheer the first time this year. 
beauty, Meyer (Z-52) Zoysia has no This year add some of these refresh- 
peer. It is a rich emerald green .. . ingly different plants to your window 
medium in texture. Meyer (Z-52) Zoy- garden. You'll be glad you did when 
sia is easy to start and develops deep a visitor singles them out and asks, 
spreading roots. In addition Meyer “What are those beautiful plants?” needs. As long as your plants are in 
(Z-52) Zoysia chokes out crabgrass ” hate Black Magic Planter Mix, there 
and weeds ++ is disease, insect, and SOIL TESTING is no humidity problem. 
drought resistant. Your lawn will be 
the talk of the neighborhood and a | | Actually there are three ways to have WATERING 
source of real pride when you plant your soil tested. You can test it yourself 
with Meyer (Z-52) Zoysia. with a kit, send it to an experiment sta- 
WRITE TODAY FOR FREE BOOKLET tion or avail yourself of one of the 
private soil-testing concerns. One such 
is Edwin Harrington in Carversville, Pa. 
MERRY GRASS NURSERY In addition to testing soil, he also 
PO. BOX 2176 analyzes water and plants. 
SPRING HILL, ALABAMA 





and will do well in a 55-75° tempera- 
ture range. Plants will be healthier if 


daily fresh air circulation, 
but no direct drafts. 


Humidity is another name for moisture 
in the air—and it’s important. Philoden- 
drons, nephthytis and most green plants 
have come a long way from their native 
homes where nature supplied their 


Plants hate “wet feet’’ as much as we 
do, and it’s just as harmful to them. 
Since Black Magic draws water and 








holds it uniformly there is no danger 





of plant roots standing in a puddle of 
water and root rot is avoided. Black 
Magic holds water longer, too, so your 


CHLORINE watering time is cut in half. 


Some gardeners are concerned about FEEDING 
the effect of the chlorine in water on A monthly feeding with Black Magic 
the plants in the garden. There’s no Plant Food Tablets will produce full, 
need for concern, though; if the water even growth for all green plants without 
Seewins MIDGET TRE s! is “drinkable” it won’t harm the plants. danger of burning 

gt aM SER | COMPOST FROM GARBAGE dec 


It's New! Amazing! FULL GROWN 
liv g dwarf es — oO 2 INCHE 4 4 
SIGH! Bom, orange, ouk, cysvoce any You can make compost from garbage. 


! All BLOOM and even BEA 
RUIT. 


FRUIT. Pertect. healthy specimens, In fact, in Holland they make a business 
orations and beautiful ex enaive om 


terpieces (sold for over $1,500 cach out of composting garbage. Large in- 
pasy! ! A new fascinating ar : ; ; 

stallations are made in which the gar- 
bage—all metal is removed is churned Parks-Barnes, Inc. 

and shredded and fermented into com- Box 245 F-3 
post. The compost is then sold to | Hermosa Beach, Calif. 

National Nursery Gardens, Dept. F-3 Keer 3 ™ 

8463 S. Van Ness, Inglewood S Galiternta farmers. 





products are available at 
leading nurseries and variety stores 





For complete house plant information, 
send 10¢ for Black Magic’s “Recipes for 
Growing Healthy House Plants 
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SPICE ORCHIDS 


(Epidendrum atropurpureum) 


Cinnamon colored 
with bright rose- 
purple lips. Spicy 
fragrance. 5 to 
12 flowers per 
plant, each 2-3 
inches wide. Stay 
fresh 4-6 weeks. 
In clay pot. 


postpaid $8 95 
o 


Color catalog orchids and houseplants 25¢ 


ALBERTS & MERKEL BROS., INC. 


Rt 6 Box 77-F Jacksonville 7, Fla. 


$1.00 

(- IN Gorgeous Indoor - Outdoor Plants 
\\ Mixed pastel colors. Hundreds of dou- 

ble flowered blooms per plant. Easy 

to grow as house plants indoors in the 


rock gardens in summer. "Top size 

bulbs. Supply limited - order today. 

- a3 id only $1.00 for 3; $2.00 for 
. 7 prepaid, or C.0.D. plus charges. 

RH. SHUMWAY Seedsman, Dept. 359R0ckford, ILL. 





DRAINS cellars, cisterns, wash tub 
es - CIRCULATES - SPRAYS 


HP motor. Motor coupling included. 


inlet; 3/4” outlet. 


shaft. 
Submersible! Won't Rust! 
Postpaid if cash with order 
fest of Miss. add 50¢ 
MONEY BACK fag 
Centrifugal and 


Gear iz 
LABAWCO PUMPS, Belle A Mead 60, N. i. 





ANY GROWING CONDITION IS YOURS 


€ zyrected 
GREENHOUSE 


* EASY TO 
ERECT 

* DRY GLAZING 

* NO RUST 


GREENHOUSE 
COMPANY 


CATALOG 


FORT WORTH, TEX. 


1508 W. ROSEDALE 








200,000 


Over 100 varieties. 
ate shipment. a berg the old, newest 
of the new. 50¢ up. Free 
TINARI FLORAL GARDENS, 


Ready for immedi- 








catalog. 
Bethayres, Pa. 





TUBERS 
SEEDS 
PLANTS 


WRITE FOR LIST... 


1955 


Box 29-F 
OREGON 


MARCH 





Stainless steel | 


Wen’ t Clog! | 








GRANTS PASS 


The Home 


Greenhouse 


by ERNEST CHABOT 


AISING AFRICAN-VIOLETS was once 

R only a hobby for Mrs. Edna 

Roberts of York, Maine, but 

now it is a large-scale business occupy- 
ing seven greenhouses. 

When I visited Mrs. Roberts a few 
months ago, she said that it was only 
about ten years ago that she had a 
collection of eighty-five African-violets. 
But even then, the neighbors were 
saying to her: “Oh, what beautiful 
plants. Won’t you please sell me just 
one or two?” 

Soon Mrs. Roberts’ collection be- 
came so large that there wasn’t room 
in the home for both the plants and 
the Roberts family. The African-vio- 
lets had to go—and the abandoned 
chicken coop was about the best place. 
With some cleaning and painting and 
the addition of shelves, glass, fluores- 
cent lights and an oil heater, the chicken 
coop was ready. The finishing touch 
was a large sign on the exterior, 
_AFRIC AN- VIOLETS.” 


CENERELUX 


MRS. EDNA ROBERTS inspects a large 
episcia in her newest greenhouse which 
also houses many African-violets. 


Neighbors began to beat a path to 
the door and the business grew. Soon 
a greenhouse was added and Mrs. 
Roberts began growing other related 
plants. She exhibited at flower shows 
and won many prizes. Newspapers 
published her successes and the pub- 
licity brought more customers. The 
following year another greenhouse was 
built, and later three more were added. 
Now, besides the five she owns, Mrs. 
Roberts also rents two more green- 
houses a mile or so from her home. 
She has built up a very successful busi- 


| 


accurately redicut and erected at our plant. 


| resisting 
| include all hardware and fittings, 


| 
| 





Put YOUR “Green Thumb” to 
work in a pre-fabricated 
YOHO GREENHOUSE 


) 




















cost Yoho 
cpeent? 


eauct wit 


oUSES 


OU . 
SAVE MONEY 


Each Yoho Greenhouse is 
Each 
piece is plainly marked so any handy man can 
re-assemble. Save many dollars on construction 
High quality at low prices. Clear, age- 
ypress or Redwood _"~: 4 Prices 
double strength 

glass, complete cost except benches and foundations. 
10° x12’ — $230.00 18’ x25’ — $720.00 
10° x16’ 288.00 18’ x50‘ — 1440.00 
1412‘x18" 443.00 2112'x50’ — 1610.00 
141/2'x25’ 615.00 2112'x75’' — 2418.00 


CYPRESS HOTBED 


Redicut Hotbeds, made in sections, ready- 
to-assemble. Sash glazed with double- 
strength glass, 


costs. 


designed to slide up and 
down for ventilation. Back 18” high, 
front 12”, in four sizes 
6’x4’ — $26.00 
9'x4’ 36.00 


CUT TO 
FIT 


12’x4’ 
15’x4’ 


— $44.00 
55.50 


Catalog on Request 


ORDER DIRECT AND SAVE 


YOHO & HOOKER 


Dept. F Youngstown, Ohio 





LONG POLE PRUNERS and 


TREE SURGERY 
SUPPLIES 


BARTLETT MFG.CO. 
3054 E GRAND BLVD. 
DETROIT, MICH. 





TRADE JMARK 





HEAD LETTUCE 
¢, * 
Mead in any 
GREAT LAKES ICEBERG are 
Solid crisp heads. Send postal for oe 


ALL AMERICA WINNER, TR 
packet and New Seed & Nursery Cata FREE 


Resistant to heat and sun. Medium size. 
&. H. SHUMWAY Seedsman, Dept. 361, Rockford, iMinets 





RHODODENDRONS 
Hybrid seedlings, gown from yw selected red 
plants, growing on rugged Cape Cod. They MUST 
be hardy. These seedlings should produce a fine 


assortment of colors, 
Order NOW for May shipment. 
12 3 
POSTPAID 
CAPE COD GARDENS 


Potband grown pa, 
one 
P. 0. Box 256, Falmouth (on Cape Cod), Mass. 
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ness, and this without any special train- 9 

W t ing in floriculture. Mrs. Roberts has 2 Here’s the easy 

| enthusiasm and a capacity for hard \ ‘ 

© or work and that certain something with way'te do = 
Prefabricated which so many women are endowed \ . multitude 

a green thumb. 


ALL-ALUMINUM When I walked through the green- fq | of chores! 
ee ons besides African violets and plow Seis 
inias. Among these were achimenes, 
No Rot! Mo Rust ui ities of episcias, ‘te rr Columnea | peste — 

pant! | Havova, which 1o me is the mest faci | "SE" ETO MTU 


; ho Termites! family. I brought home a specimen of | pete Year Round, Mali Purpose 





SCRAPER 


. Columnea hirta, a fine crossandra and | snow Te) a R spele) i 
All sizes. All styles. Beautiful 


aint The ONLY ccmniere | Some seed of the tiny Mexican fox- PLOW 
all-aluminum, prefabricated | glove. Those which Mrs. Roberts grows | Now. po app hy my yeh 
° — a, teenies | in largest quantity are African-violets, | Shov-O-Matic. This new lightweight, compact power 
ph rs da | gloxinias, fancy-leaf geraniums, other | pth aye sy ete gg hy TS 
So low in cost “ tactically" popular house plants and spring bed- quickly changed in ainae, BS. OE peared) 
ae everyone can afford one 0 : ‘ » y 4 
LUE: these Waldorbeautes, | CINE Plants. | Sefer ae one 
AFRO, Peannigelncstcd | Maybe your gardening hobby has ex- | \ | Seo tares 
2 Vv ° N - 
: ata world. Special models | panded to the point where you are con- \ a anteed for years of service. 
SiN | Soe the Home Garden- cial seine - anal Tete OF | Sal Z | No other tool will do so 
o <= for the Hobbyi sidering starting a sma usiness. fi many jobs so well for such 
= g Band moy mw ; a small investment 
oe § he In- | so, March is the month to get well | | . ; 
ome~—tfor Retirement ° . . | 
Income—forthe Small | established. While the weather is good, am 
~ Commercial Grower— ‘ » ore <2 ‘ > / 
forthe LargeCommer- | 2 lot must be accomplished or a whole ’ AVAILABLE SOON * rf’ 
cial Grower. Allmod- | season will be lost; you should have Only 


SS SSN us 

TPS Ns elsextendable. Builtto | : . q 
sPeaas P ‘stand the worst gales | plants started by fall, so you can make Complete with =~ 
sh > and storms. Guaran- | a profit next winter . $ggs5o Snowplow Scraper 

; pone mag . i. ’ i . : bases Attachment 

start ac only $249! ese small, growing usinesses | 

GLE BAY “An Investment in ‘ os ee . a a WRITE POR FOLDER 
MULTI-BAY Happiness!’ naturally take on a variety of forms. | Dealer inquiries Invited 

Some people merely buy plants from SHOV-O-MATIC DIVISION 
oe A OTR AR large growers, grow them on for a DUO-CONTROL SPRING CO. 
By, =: a © = © 

WT dig 2a) 2 Ai: short while, and then sell them. Others East Lansing 4, Michigan 
WHEN Was 3 aise bedding and vegetable plants f 

LUT iy yhas raise bedding and vegetable plants for 

—_— spring sales. Some people, being more 


FOR FREE CATALOG interested in cut flowers, have a small Mention FLOWER GROWER 


* : florist shop and greenhouse. They buy 
by return mail write to most of the cut flowers wholesale and when ordering from our pages 
WALDOR GREENHOUSES display them in the greenhouse. Others | 


Dept. 1403 Salem, Mass. | specialize in single crops such as orchids | _ 
| or camellias. No matter what form of 


| fiower business you might prefer, you'll RODENT DESTROYERS 


find that few vocations are as reward- 


»— STIM-U-PLANT ing as this one. * 

















o. AN 
ARR OLET FOOD Planting Tips 


MAKES AFRICAN VIOLETS BLOOM ' : 

BRILLIANTLY. SEND 10¢ FOR GENEROUS Greenhouse gardening may be shap- 

TRIAL PACKAGE PLUS “CARE AND . . ys pa. ‘- F 

GROWING BOOKLET” To: ing into a business for you or it may 
a §=STIM-U-PLANT Laboratories | still be a very enjoyable hobby. In 
———— + 8OX 1955 COLUMBUS 16, OHIO | either case. you'll be busy starting 


plants for the new garden year. Seed | LES “CHUCKS” 
that can be sown now include: aster, | M0 & 

| zinnia, stock, torenia, arthropodium, | 

BETTE, cncasccamcet, | Terai, tachelor'sbutton, mevigsld . . THE EASY WAY 
in targe encectmnent ta our salpiglossis, salvia, blue lace-flower and | ; in 

new illustrated catalog, sent | glory-bush (Tibouchina semidecandra). ae — : maaan ane 

PLANTS =o | Some bedding plants must have an early | roa dogger MOLES, gy “field 

PEARCE SEED CO. | Start so plant them now, too. These | mice, woodchucks, ground squir- 

Dept. Z Moorestown, New Jersey | include: candytuft, border-type carna- rels, etc., at one “shot.” Safe, 

tion, cineraria, calendula, browallia, | oo aids to farmers and gar- 

nemesia, lobelia, snapdragon, nierem- | 1 soy $2.25: 3 D $6.00 

bergia and petunia. For an early harvest ant Ge. Check or ae Order 


72- Golden Anniversary Catalog, 50¢, to 
DOUBLE PINK from the vegetable garden, start the page Tay - yh = 


AFRICAN VIOLETS plants now. Then when the soil warms B EST. 1905 


a you will have large plants to set out. URNETT Bros Ine 
os ” 


Send for tree price list. Sow broccoli, eggplant, cauliflower, cu- 


TONKADALE GREENHOUSES cumbers, endive, onions, peppers, Swiss SEEDS—BULBS—PLANTS 


- : chard, tomatoes, cantaloupe, leaf and | Dept. F . BArclay 7-6138 
Rte. 3, Box 314 Hopkins, Minn. bond 3 “ - 192 , —— St., New York N.Y. 
ead lettuce. | 1905 — Golden Anniversary — 1955 
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GARDENER INDOORS 


Plants Out-of-the-Ordinary 


by C. W. WOOD 


Rare Succulents 


@ There are few more rewarding phases 
of indoor gardening than caring for and 
watching the development of a collection 
of cacti and succulents. It is true that they 
do not bloom so profusely as some other 
window garden plants, but they do not 
have to do so to hold one’s interest. They 
have the permanent charms of beautiful 
foliage, intriguing shapes and, often, lovely 
flowers. All of which is by way of wel- 
coming back my old friend’s colorful cata- 
log which I have missed during recent 
years (Johnson’s Cactus Gardens, now 
located at Paramount, California). It con- 
tains a splendid collection of succulent and 
cactus plants. 


Saintpaulia Tongwensis 


eI have long known that my education 
in African-violets has been sadly neglected, 
but I never realized just how much until 
I saw a collection last fall of close to 200 
kinds. The experience made me realize 
more than ever that gardeners who try to 
keep up with the parade must have many 
anxious hours, and perhaps sleepless nights, 
trying to keep everything straight. One 
suspects that few, if any, accomplish the 
task, for, with synonyms and similarity, 
it must be an impossible task. But there 
was one kind, the species, Saintpaulia 
tongwensis, listed last year by Cecil Houdy- 
shel, 1412 Third St., LaVerne, California, 
whose lovely, glossy leaves. made it easy 
to be identified. Then, the dark-eyed, 
light blue flowers were additional marks 
of distinction. 


Edna Fischer 


@ Whenever a new African violet is picked 
out for mention in this column, many other 
good breeders descend upon me like angry 
gods. I am risking annihilation, though, 
by including here a new Fischer (Fischer 
Flowers, Linwood, 
Edna Fischer, which has given me much 
pleasure since I have been watching it in 
a neighbor's window during the past year. 
There are sO many good varieties now on 
the market that a new one has to be dis- 
tinctive to interest me. 
beauty, too. And Edna Fischer has all of 
that in her large, double, reddish-lavender 
flowers distinctly edged with white. I think 
all African-Violet lovers will agree with me. 


Pentas 


@ Pentas lanceolata, a member of a genus 
of tropical and sub-tropical shrubs and 
sub-shrubs, has long been grown in green- 
houses. Its colors include white, dark 


crimson and rosy-pink in addition to the | 


lilac-purple of the type. I suspect from 
the description that it is the rosy-pink 
form (which is generally known as variety 
quartiniana) that Burgess Seed & Plant 
Co., Galesburg, Michigan, is selling. A 
year-old plant will do best in a 5-inch pot 


of good potting soil, lightened by a quan- | 
tity of leafmold. After the plant is well- 
established, it should be fed liquid manure | 
allow the | 
leaves to wilt, but keep the plant on the | 


at weekly intervals. Never 
dry side during the winter and give a 
moderate amount of moisture. House plant 
enthusiasts should give this a trial period. 





New Jersey) variety, | 


Yet, it must have | 











ALFRED S. KNOWLTON, right, is awarded the bronze medal of the Men’s 
Garden Clubs of America for meritorious service during the year, 1954. The 
past president, Dr. A. J. Irving, makes the presentation as Phil Alampi, 
radio garden director, looks on. The MGCA bronze medal appears at the right. 


LAURIE WIENER 











© FERTILIZER 

© SOIML BUILDER 

© SOIL CONDITIONER 
--- ALL IN ONE 


Cultures ... Conditions ... Controls 
your Lawn...50 Ibs. maintains 5,000 sq. ft. 


GLORION, revolutionary fertilizer, soil 
builder and soil conditioner all in 
one...with no filler...is the last 
word in intelligent soil control and 
beautiful lawn and garden building. 
Marvelous, in that it can even con- 
vert sand, hard pan and subsoil into 
friable loam. In its scientifically 
correct formula it contains just the 
right proportions of nitrogen, phos- 
phorus and potassium, and the nu- 
merous trace elements so necessary 
to healthy plant growth. Its humus 
content, rich in carbon, is a most 
effective mineralized soil builder. 


¢ 50 Ib. bag $5.95 
at your dealer 


25 Ib. bag $3.25 


¢ Send for brochure about Glorion 
¢ Dealer and Distributor Inquiries Invited 


> c 


2 Ib Sample Bag 
$1.00 Postpaid 


SOIL BUILDERS INTERNATIONAL CORP. 
33 West 42nd Street, New York 36 + PE 6-6460 
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America’s favorite gardening aid 


Primroses from Barnhaven 
1954-1983 
> 


Barnhaven’s 
44-page, illustrated Book-Catalog 
(free) opens a fresh, new world of 
romance and beauty for you and the 
shadier parts of your garden. 


SILVER DOLLAR PRIMROSES 
PRIMROSES from EUROPE and ASIA 
They're budding and blooming now, 
in every color, ready for safe shipment 
to your garden. Irresistible in snow, 
rain and sun—those big, hardy per- 

ennial Primroses from 


BARNHAVEN Gresham, Oregon 





SS STRAWBERRY PLANTS 


varieties for home and market, and 


today. 
W. F. ALLEN COMPANY 
12 Evergreen Ave., Salisbury, Maryland __ 
Send for FREE list describing over 100 varieties 


f RHODODENDRONS 


rahe 
ee 
ALSO 


EXBURY AZALEAS 


with huge flowers in shades of red, 
orange, yellow, pink and white, 
Exclusively offered by us in America. 
415-A, So. High St., Salem, Oregon 


Can be bent 
to any angle 
for easier reading 


Gat 


The non-corrosive, 
bright aluminum 
marker you can use 
over and over again, 
year after year. Finest 
markers ever made, 
dozens of uses in home 
geveen, nursery, green- 
ouse. Aluminum nameplate is 314"’ x 
1”. Standards are heavy gauge, gal- 
vanized steel wire, either 12° or 24’. 
Nameplate locks on standard either 
vertically or horizontally. For extra 
wording, several nameplates may be 
mounted on a standard. Write on both 
sides of nameplate with weatherproof 
red or black pencil. Lettering won't 
wash off, but is readily wiped off for 
re-marking 

Also baight aluminum tree and shrub 
labels of exclusive slotted design; and 
aluminum flower pot labels. Order to- 
day. Use coupon below. 


Wholesale Territories Open. 
USETHIS io. 
COUPON TO 


No. 101 


PaT 
PEND. 


Marker with Name 
Plate Attached 
Vertically 


Multiple Name 
Standard 


No. 104 
PAT. 
PEND. 


Order Today! 
wie, © 

Ray J. Goetting Company 

P.O. Box A-191, Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Pleasé ship at once by prepaid parcel post the 

following: 


' 

4 

7 No. 101 Garden Morkers with bs 

12” Standard @ 10 for a 

$1.00 or 100 for $8.50 $ , 

—________.Ne. 102 Garden Markers with ry 
24” Standard @ 10 for 

$1.50 or 100 for $12.25 $ ‘ 

—__.__No. 103 7” All-Purpose Alu- | 

minum Labels @ 100 for a 

$2.50 or 1,000 for $16.75 $ 

No. 104 4” Aluminum Pot and ’ 

Box Labels @ 100 for $2.00 a 

or 1,000 for $12.75 $ . 
—___.__ Ne. 105 Weatherproof Pencils 

Red Black @ 20¢ each $ se) 

e 

a 

, 

. 

' 


Total Remittance Enclosed $___ 


STREET. 
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for a dramatic houseplant 


Fatshedera Lizei 


OUSE PLANTS ARE SMART FEA- 
H TURES in interior decorating 

now; so you are not old fash- 
ioned if you like to have nice plants in 
your home. 

While small plants on a window sill 
or on small tables bring freshness and 
charm to a room, it takes a large, ex- 
otic plant to add a dramatic touch. 
Such a plant is Fatshedera Lizei. One 
will give a stunning effect. Although 
this plant is not exactly new, it is just 
beginning to be appreciated. 

I first saw this Fatshedera in the con- 
servatory of an estate in North Caro- 
lina and was immediately drawn to it 
because, from a distance, it seemed to 
be a large tree-ivy. Upon closer in- 
spection, I found that while the leaves 
did resemble those of the ivy, it was 
only partly of ivy parentage. I learned 
that it was a hybrid between the ivy, 
Hedera helix, and a Japanese plant, 
Fatsia japonica, and that since these 
are both distinct genera, a mating of 
the two was a very unusual occurrence. 

These attractive plants, striking sub- 
jects for standing on the floor, demand 
the same care in placing as a piece of 
statuary, for their bold, clean lines have 
a dominating effect. The fatshedera is 
beginning to invade a field long held 


; 


YOUNG FATSHEDERA has bold foliage: 


by another large plant—the fiddle- 
leaved fig, Ficus pandurata (F. lyrata), 
but they will complement rather than 
rival each other, for the fatshedera is 
more graceful than the fig. If you can 
imagine an ivy with huge leaves grow- 
ing on straight, upright stems, you will 
form a good idea cf this plant. The 
blooms, usually appearing in January, 
consist of loose terminal heads of 
greenish-white flowers of fairly good 
size. 

Best of all, fatshedera is not difficult 
to grow; it responds well to a min- 
imum of care. As it is a very free 
grower, it is best not to give it too large 
a pot or too rich a soil. Since it does 
not require the sunniest window, it 
may be used in many situations where 
it will be away from direct light for 
long periods. Being a rather slender 
plant, it is often trained into a double 
standard by cutting off the main stem 
when it is only a few inches high. 

New plants can be started quite 
readily in the fall from cuttings. Cut 
through the node; this will be the base 
of the cutting. The wood for this 
should be firm and well-developed. As 
it is a half-hardy subject, only mild 
bottom heat is necessary to induce root- 
ing.—Bess L. SHIPPY 


SINCER 


* 


becomes even more striking with age. 
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TUBEROUS BEGONIAS 


BLUE RIBBON WINNERS 
SIX STRAIGHT YEARS 


AT CALIFORNIA STATE FAIR 





Treat your garden to the very best 





1¥2"-2" in diameter 


12 for $3.50—18 for $5.00 
LARGE FLOWERED CAMELLIA & ROSE FORMS 
ASSORTED COLORS 
Catalog on Request $.25—Free With Order 
ANTONELLI BROTHERS 


2545 CAPITOLA ROAD 
SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA 











This spring I am importing more 
than 50 species of orchids from 
various parts of the world. The 
list is ready for you now. Write 
for it if you are interested in un- 
usual orchid species. 


MARGARET ILGENFRITZ 


Dept A Michigan 





SPRINKLING SYSTEM 
—and enjoy it forever! 
New Tuff-Lite Kit contains all parts, com- 


plete instructions. No special tools needed. 
Only 3 hours to install—lasts a lifetime. 


Two New — 
_ Begonias © 


A fibrous begonia, B. valdensium, 


are now available to house plant en- 
thusiasts. Large, healthy, well-formed 
plants like those below are not dif- 
ficult to grow if you provide the right 
growing conditions. Begonias like lots 
of light, but cannot stand strong sun 
during the summer. They should also 
have moist air that is free from harm- 
ful gases (both artificial and natural 
gases are harmful) and a temperature 
of 60-65°. They have been introduced 
by Logee’s North Street Greenhouses.* 





NEW HYBRID rex  begonia, 


MERRY CHRISTMAS, a new hybrid 
rex begonia, has satiny red leaves framed 
in green, with red center and edge. 





Arrange 6 brass sprinkler heads to fit your 


lawn. Heads lie flush with ground. Flexi- 

ble plastic pipe won't rust, rot or crack; 

follows contours, curves. 

M.O. — $47.50 postpaid. Or write for free 
folder. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE, 

RFD #1, BOX 369A 

reaAwes Co. SO Sl. Sox tere 


MARCH 1955 


Send check or | 





BEGONIA VALDENSIUM has broad 
grass green leaves with slightly wavy 
edges and prominent light green veins. 


| Bright Geneva DOUBLE BEGONIAS 


} each 





e, beautiful... 


WHITE CALLA 
QUEEN BEGONIA 


Exotically colored, this 
rare and beautiful plant, 


guaranteed 
isfaction to amateur and 
professional alike. Glorious fo- 
liage is variegated with delicate 
shadings of white, green, pinks 
are pure white, edged 
wmed like miniature 


Jany leaves 


3 CALLA QUEENS FOR $5.00 POST PAID! 


BEGONIA 
COLLECTION 
ur beautiful 
Begonias, each 

netly different; Mini- 
kin Ange! Wing, Joan 


Four different potted prizes 
one a distinct 
brilliant color = RED, PINK, 
WHITE and the NEW SNOW 
BLUSH Lustrous green flowers 
contrast with cheery, bright dou 
ble flowers. Four healthy 


Dotted plants ONLY $2.50 
SPECIAL Begonia Collection, and four 
Geneva doubles, ONLY $6.95— 
including one Velvet Plant FREE! 
MAIL your order today! Add 35¢ for packing and al 


R D©LIVERY add 15 additional for "BPE TAL 
STAMP 


beautifully t 


ONLY 


HANDLING 


FREE! 


Money refunded on returned plants if not satisfied 


Pauer’s Greenhouses 


FULLY ILLUSTRATE 
. SPRING CATALOG—UPON REQUEST. 


Dept. F-35, Route 1, Box 184, WAUKESHA, WIS 


‘Gonilie Flowered Plants 
Lowest price. Tuberous type,double 
blossoms, mixed colors. Easily grown in pots or 
size bulbs. Order today, post 
De . for $1.00 or more plus charges. 
R. i. SHUMWAY SEEDSMAN 
t. 36 Rockford, Illinois 





AFRICAN 
VIOLETS 


We specialize in 
African Violets 
—exclusively! 

if you want violets 
that will bloom for 
you without pam- 
pering, plants that 
will reach you in fine growing condition without 
breakage, send US your trial order! Plants like 
this $1.00 each postpaid 


Special Offer 


(Early spring ees . 
free) 


. growing instructions 


e to you u that our plants arrive in fine 

we ill send postpaid and guaran- 

COC choi jee a plant in 
labeled “Pink. White, om Blue, 
Lavender at $1.00 or all 5 for 


bloom and 
ark Purple, 
$4.95) 











AFRICAN VIOLET Catalog 
FREE. Tells how to grow your 
violets so they're covered with 
dloom! Many pictured, all hon- 
estly described . . for begin- 
ners and for collectors! Write 


RICAN EREENHOUSES 


AFRICAN 
Fraser, Michigan 


SPOUTZ 


34300 Moravian Drive 
“We specialize in choice varieties” 


VIOLET 











QUALITY PLANTS FOR HOBBYISTS 


., 


‘wermont 
a a ee, ve 
SIGNAL MOUNTAIN, TENNESSEE 


INQUIRIES CORDIALLY ANSWERED 





LAWNS 
stupand shal 


e 


One-shot treatment 
kills the soil pests 
that destroy 

grass roots 


Stop the ravages of white grubs, 
ants and chinchbugs . . . let your 
lawn become the lush green carpet 
you dream of! Dieldrin rids it of 
these and other ruinous pests. 
Easy to use! Sprinkle dieldrin 
granules on lawn and soak into soil 


dieldri 


with hose or sprinkler. That's all! 


It lasts! One treatment lasts for 
years in most areas. Dieldrin is dis- 
tributed by hardware and 
garden supply stores un- 
der various brand names. 

Just ask for dieldrin. 


SHELL CHEMICAL 
CORPORATION 


(say deel-drin) 











his is your SV vitation 


TO RECEIVE AND ENJOY 


Flower Grower 


EVERY MONTH, IN YOUR OWN HOME AND GARDEN 





YES! 


C) 2 years $5 


address 


town 





I enclose $ 


Mail to: FLOWER GROWER e@ ALBANY 1 


R.S.V.P. 


BEGIN MY 


a Grower Subscription 


WITH THE NEXT ISSUE 


C) 1 year $3 





state 


@ NEW YORK 





The Dwarf 


Geraniums 


BY KATHERINE B. PEAVY 


HEN geraniums are mentioned, 
\\) you probably visualize the brassy 

red and nondescript pink va- 
rieties often allowed to grow in neg- 
lected profusion in an obscure corner 
of the garden. But the modern ger- 
anium is a thing of beauty and will suit 
the most exacting gardener. If you have 
not grown the new miniatures, you 
have a pleasant surprise in store. 

The miniatures grow no higher than 
6 or 8 inches. Some are ideal as edging 
plants; others are at their best as potted 
house plants. Some have colored 
leaves, while others are zonals, with 
leaves of varying shades of green. The 
tiny flowers are exactly like those of 
their taller relatives. 

MADAME SALLEROI has long been a 
favorite as an edging plant, for it thrives 
in sun or shade, and its low, compact 
habit and density of foliage make it 
ideal for a border. Few varieties send 
out as many branches. Cuttings may 
easily be taken from the parent plant, 
which will again be as attractive as ever 
within a few weeks, when new leaves 
will have developed. Although Ma- 
dame Salleroi does not produce a 
bloom, its gray-green leaves edged with 
delicate cream make an excellent back- 
ground. Try it in a container, combin- 
ing it with nepthytis, peperomia, sanse- 
vieria or bird’s-nest fern. Trailing plants 
such as philodendron or ivy offer inter- 
esting contrast in color and leaf texture. 

LITTLE DARLING, among the daintiest 
of the dwarfs, is well named. Its faintly 
zoned, light green leaves are rounded 
and the edges are scalloped. The single 
fiowers are rose-pink with white centers. 
This variety is not quite as hardy as 
MADAME SALLEROI, and its slow growth 
makes it less desirable as an edging 
plant. 

MADAME Fournier has dark green 
leaves with a still darker zone. Its tiny 
leaves are deeply scalloped, and the 
single scarlet blossoms grow in clusters 





The Rose on the Cover 


e@lt’s the lovely Queen Elizabeth, 
1955 All-America winner and a 
leader in the new class known as 
Grandifiora. Our photograph was 
taken by Jack Roche. Germain’s is 
the introducer. 
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of about six. Like LirrLe DaRLING, it 
does not grow rapidly; is at its best as 
a potted plant. 

Tiniest of all the dwarfs is PicmMy. It 
is truly a choice plant, for it flowers 
more profusely than any of the dwarfs. 
The rich red flowers are semi-double, 
the oval petals arranged in two whorls. 
The leaves are pale green and lightly 
zoned. PiGMy is apt to damp off if 
given too much water. Keep dead leaves 
and blossoms picked off and give it a 
sheltered place among your favorite 
house plants. 

DIsTINCTION, one of the colored-leaf 
group, is a neat-looking plant with a 
compact habit. Its leaves, with distinct 
brown zoning near the outer edge, have 
a precise, almost-formal look, making 
it an excellent border plant. If the red 
flowers do not harmonize with the color 
plan of the bed they are to edge, they 
may be kept pinched off. DisTINCTION 
is also excellent as a house plant, for it 
is always lovely, whether in bloom or 
not. 

BLACK Vesuvius is the darkest of the 
dwarfs. The leaves are a deep, intense 
green with almost black zoning. The 
single bright red flowers are quite large 
for so small a plant. This variety is 
slow-growing and does better as a potted 
specimen. 

Among the semi-dwarfs is ALPHA, 
also a colored-leaf variety. Because of 
its profusion of leaves, which grow to 
the bottom of the slender, straight stem. 
ALPHA makes a most attractive house 
plant. 

New Lire, another semi-dwarf, has 
blossoms of a lovely rose pink with ir- 
regular white stripes. The plant is a 
prolific bloomer and a compact grower, 
but the stem is not as straight as that 
of ALPHA. The foliage is quite light 
green in color. As it is not too vigorous, 
it is not at its best in the garden. 

To obtain the best effect with potted 
geraniums, start from three to five cut- 
tings of the same size in one pot, pre- 
ferably one of the flat type known as 
azalea pans. This way of planting gives 
a compact appearance, and the number 
of blossoms per pot is greatly increased. 

Prepare the pot for growing multiple 


inubscque with Lis 


TOP IRIS IN THE 1955 
POPULARITY PARADE 


Seashell pink 
Cool cream 
Gold chestnut 
Pink apricot 
Giant chamois 
Ruffled bive 
Golden brown 
Cream lavender 
Orange gold 
Pink plicata 
Glorious yellow 
Mustard gold 
Pale blue 


Orchid pink 
Peach apricot 
Purest white 
Flamingo pink 
Pink buff 


All 20 for ONLY $17.50 (catalog value $30.00) 
or Select any 10 for ONLY $8.95 
Select any 5 for ONLY $4.95 
Labeled and Postpaid 


MARBLE IRIS GARDENS 


Pleasant Avenue, Grandview, Wash. 


NEW SNOW 
OVERTURE 


showing nearly 100 Iris in 
full color. Free with orders 
rom this advertisement. 


Send 25c for Iris Cy, 








@ The manufacturers’ brand names in the advertisements in FLOWER GROWER are 
the quickest, most accurate method of ordering the exact products you want. 











March American Garden 
Guild Book Selection 


@ The book selection for the month 
of March is Ruth A. Matson’s Cook- 
ing by the Garden Calendar, a 
chapter from which appeared in the 
February issue of FLOWER GROWER 
under the title, “Never a Tomato 
in a Tossed Salad!” The book has 
been aptly described as a book for 
gardeners who like to eat and for 
good cooks who like to garden. 
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Now You Can Enjoy 
~“AThis Wonderful New 


“NORTHWEST” 


STRAWBERRY 


You have heard about—now you can buy—this new 

——— strawberry developed by The State College of Washington 

and inspected by the Washington State Dept. of Agriculture. The ““NORTHWEST”’ 

Berry combines best features of many varieties to produce outstanding flavor, size, 

hardiness, yield and disease-resistance. Long bearing season, firm texture, tan- 

talizing sweet taste, bright red, conical shape. Wonderful for eating fresh, freez- 

ing, canning, preserving. Only top quality graded plants shipped—do not confuse 

with any low-cost plants. Plants available until June Ist, so give shipping date 
desired. All orders acknowledged immediately. 


= pate et PAT. BAKER PRODUCTS 
75 PLANTS $11.50 3002 Tulip Road, Bellingham, Wn. 
100 PLANTS $14.50 Instructions Included 


KEELOR PLANTING PYRAMIDS AVAILABLE, 
with 50 plants $17.50; Pyramid alone $9.95 


No COD’s Please 
All Shipments Postpaid 


Enclosed is $ to pay for | 

..“NORTHWEST” Strawberry | 
References: Plants. Please ship to arrive about 

Bellingham National Bank @ Bellingham Chamber of Commerce 

Name 


MT. BAKER PRODUCTS Sam 


' City & State 
3002 Tulip Road, Bellingham, Wn. 





~~ AFRICAN 
VIOLET 


FROM FISCHER’S 


At last we have ready the first plants of our two “Pink 
Twins,” exciting additions to the famous Fischer originals. 


LYON’S PINK CLOUDS — Profuse bouquets of richly- 
colored double pink blossoms on tall and upright stems. 
This is a plant of almost perfect form, color and composi- 
tion. Certainly “The Plant of °55.” 

only $2.50 


FISCHER’S PINK FRINGETTE —beautiful deep pink 
fringed flowers on wavy dark green foliage .. . an excep- 
tionally lovely variety and splendid addition to our family 


of “Fringettes.” 
only $2.50 


Orders $6 or more post- First year supply is lim- 
paid ... under, add 25¢ ited . . order NOW to be 
per plant mailing ...no sure of receiving these 
c.0.D. outstanding new plants! 





OUR BEAUTIFUL ‘55 catalogue 
is ready. Many new varieties in 
full color — write for your FREE 
copy today. 





ischer greenhouses 


SAFE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED DEPT. FG ° LINWOOD, NEW JERSEY 








For more gardening pleasure the year round, read 
FLOWER GROWER—America’s favorite gardening aid 





Organi-Green 


The finest all-organic fertilizer for 


BEAUTIFUL THICK LAWNS 
RICH, COLORFUL FLOWERS 
HEALTHY, BETTER-TASTING VEGETABLES 
STRONG, LUXURIOUS TREES AND SHRUBS 


Organi-Green is a long-lasting plant food that insures steady, healthy, 
uniform growth. It stimulates early seed germination and promotes root, 
stem and leaf formation. Scientifically produced, it is pure, has no 
objectionable odor, is free of weed seeds and harmful bacteria and will 
not burn roots or foliage. GUARANTEED 5% TOTAL NITROGEN AND 4% 
AVAILABLE PHOSPHORIC ACID. 


Professional gardeners recognize Organi-Green as the finest fertilizer 
available today. It is easily applied and will not cake on storage. Try it 
and notice the difference in your lawns and gardens. 


For complete information on the benefits and use of Organi-Green, write today to 


NATIONAL SALES AGENT 


FAESY & BESTHOFF, INC. 


325 SPRING ST. NEW YORK 13, N. Y. 


36 





cuttings in this manner: select a 5-inch 
azalea pan and place a piece of broken 
flower pot over the hole in the bottom. 
Fill this about half full of good potting 
soil (4% sand, % leafmold and % gar- 
den loam). In the center of the large 
container place a 1'%-inch clay pot, 
corking the drainage hole. Next, pack 
in a 2-inch layer of coarse sand around 
the small pot. 

Now, make 3-inch cuttings from the 
tips of the branches of the parent plant. 
Remove all but two leaves at the tip 
and sink cutting in sand to a depth 
of about 1% inches. Wet thoroughly, 
then fill the smaller pot with water once 
a day. The water will seep slowly 
through the porous sides of the small 
pot and maintain proper moisture. 

When the cuttings have rooted, care- 
fully remove most of the sand with a 
spoon or small trowel, taking care not 
to disturb the roots. Replace sand with 
potting soil and feed plants with a bal- 
anced fertilizer in liquid form. In a few 
months, the plants will almost fill the 
pot. Leave the small pot ‘in the center 
for ease in watering. 

Potted plants require more food 
than those in the open ground, and this 
should be supplied in liquid form every 
two or three weeks. To keep geran- 
iums small and force them to produce 
the best blooms, they should be more 
or less pot-bound. The 2'%-inch size 
is best for the minatures and most of 
the semi-dwarfs.> 





Flower Arrangement 
Who’s Who 


@ This month’s flower arrangement 
was designed by Myra J. Brooks, a 
prize winning exhibitor at local, state 
and international flower shows. She 
is also the author of the famous 
Flower Arrangement Work Books, 
published by M. Barrows & Co., and 
is known to flower lovers for her 
contributions to magazines and 
newspapers and for her lecturing 
and teaching. Besides all this, she 
has time to be an avid gardener and, 
in fact, grew the flowers photo- 
graphed on pages 86 and 87. This 
fall, she will publish a new book on 
arranging in collaboration with Jack 
and Mary Alice Roche who took the 
photographs you see, as well as the 
beautiful picture on this month’s 
FLOWER GROWER cover. This ar- 
rangement is, then, something of a 
preview of what will undoubtedly be 
an exceptional book. The Roches 
are, of course, well-known to readers 
for their many photographs that ap- 
pear in FLOWER GROWER. They 
have also illustrated more _ than 
eighteen books on flowers and flower 
arranging, and recently a book of 
their own, Photographing Your 
Flowers, was published by Green- 
berg. 
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®POT GROWN 
; SOIL ON ROOTS 
Garden Events ‘ae to GERAN UMS @WILL BLOOM SOON 


for March 









“It's time to be ordering your 
Geraniums and planting them 

Mar. 1-4, Houston, Tex.—Annual 
Convention, Men’s Garden Clubs 
of America, Rice Hotel. 

Mar. 2-31, Natchez, Miss.—Garden 
Pilgrimages, Pilgrimage Garden 
Club and Natchez Garden Club. 

Mar. 4-7, Houston, Tex.—Houston 
International Flower and Garden 


iatecantiontl Sos ZONAL 
Show, Houston Coliseum. ' 
Mar. 9-11, 16-18, Williamsburg, Va. GERANIUMS 


Ideal bedding plants for anes one Re 
varieties, mostly doubles, in feds, Pinks, anc 
White Pot-grown plants, 4” to 8 36 
shipped prepaid, satisfac 50 for $125 


tion guaranteed. 


‘ in every place you'll want their 
bright color this Spring.” 


Annual Garden Symposium (two 
sessions). 





Mar. 10-16, Washington, D. C.— 35¢ each 10 for $3 ZONAL 
National Capital Flower and —— 
Garden Show, National Guard LADY WASHINGTON 
Armory. Most beautiful of all. Red, Pink, White, or 

Mar. 10-16, Hartford, Conn.—Con- Lavender-Purnie Sowers. marked and eplaches 


with color. Bloom in Spring.  1@ for $4 


necticut Spring Flower and Gar- Better order yours now, 50¢ ea. 


den Show, West Hartford State 














Armory. IVY LEAF GERANIUMS 
Mar. 11-20, Inglewood, Calif— LADY WASHINGTON a Lavender, Purple, Orchid, for $3 
California International Flower or White. .....+++++: 40¢ each 
Show, Hollywood Park. SENT POSTPAID 
Mar. 11-13, San Antonio, Tex.— Write Today For SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
Metropolitan Flower Show, San FREE 
Antonio Garden Center, San CATALOG 


Antonio Coliseum. fest rondy. Uist WILSON BROS ce ee 
Mar. 12-19, Dallas, Tex.—Spring | ums and House e ROACHDALE, INDIANA 

Flower Show, Dallas Garden Cen- _— 

ter, Electric Building, State Fair 

Park. 
Mar. 13-19, Boston, Mass.—New 

England Spring Flower Show, e e 

Mechanics Building. | | iInse@e &, om 
Mar. 13, Jacksonville, Fla.—Orchid 


Show, Jacksonville Orchid So- 
ciety. 


Mar. 14-19, Philadelphia, Pa.— house plants 











Spring Flower Show, Commercial 


e 
Museum. th f, >. 
Mar. 15, Oakland, Calif—Flower [hy ee A 


Show School. me Fee 
Mar. 19-20, Clarksville, Miss.—Dis- Cds W, — 
trict Daffodil Show, Municipal | | 
Auditorium. 
Mar. 20, Manhattan, Kan.—A frican- | 
Violet Show, Community Build- | | If you have African Violets 
ing. or other house plants you should 
Mar. 22-27, Toledo, Ohio—North- have D-X Aero-Spray—the new low-pressure 
western Ohio Garden and Flower aerosol spray that makes it easy to kill 


ivic itori insects. It will keep your African Violets clean, 
Sat, Se, Sees healthy—and lovelier than ever before! 








Mar. 27-Apr. 3, Tulsa, Okla. Daf- Excellent for Begonias, Ferns, Ivy etc. -and 
fodil Show by Miss Eleanor Hill, it’s handy to use on flowers in the garden too! 
Garden Center, D-X Aero Spray contains Pyrethrum, Rotenone 

Mar. 31, St. Paul, Minn.—African- | | and ee Gs ea. = 

i ; i | insecticides é ’ 
be wos om ang? ag arm control of aphis, spider mites, thrips, mealy 
- bugs, white fly and other insects. Yet it is 
Dept. Store. | non-poisonous to people or pets. 

Mar. 31-Apr. 3, Wilmington, N. C. } Order now from your florist, hardware or 

—Azalea Festival. garden supply store. If your dealer does not 


have D-X Aero-Spray Bombs, we will send 
one to you for $1.49 postpaid ($1.65 West of 
Miss. River). 


Since dates are subject to change, we suggest 
you check with clubs and societies before 


- , B. G. PRATT COMPANY 
traveling to out-of-town shows and meetings. 197 Twenty-First Avenue, Paterson, N. }. 

















MARCH 1955 137 








New Research 
Laboratory 


HE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN 
[in Bronx Park will soon have a 
new research laboratory costing 
about $750,000. The building, which is 
expected to be completed in. about a 
year, will be located at the Garden’s 
main entrance just off Bedford Park 
Boulevard. 
The new laboratory will be a two- 
story basement and penthouse building 
containing 340,000 cubic feet. The first 


ARCHITECT’S DRAWING of New York 
Botanical. Garden Research Laboratory. 


floor of the main structure will provide 
space for eleven microbiology, plant 
pathology and biochemistry labora- 
tories and three temperature control 
rooms. The second floor will have 
twelve biochemistry and tissue culture 
laboratories as well as five temperature 
control rooms. Two wings will provide 
an animal room and administrative of- 
fices. 

The New York Botanical Garden 
has maintained research laboratories 
since it was established more than sixty 
years ago. The first investigations on 
the effect of radium on plants were 
made in its laboratories; the methods 
of puffing wheat and other grains were 
discovered there; fundamental _ re- 
Searches on genetics, vitamins, anti- 
biotic and antiviral substances, ab- 
normal growth, foliage feeding and 
plant diseases have been conducted at 
the Garden. 

The New York Botanical Garden has 
one of the finest libraries in North 
America devoted exclusively to botany 
and horticulture. It has over 22 mil- 
lion classified plants preserved in its 
herbarium for reference use. On the 
grounds and in the conservatories there 
are nearly 10 thousand different species 
of living plants. It maintains contacts 
with similar institutions throughout the 
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world and with many industrial and 
government research laboratories. 

In addition, the New York Botanical 

Garden has a trained staff of investi- 
gators under the direction of Dr. W. J. 
Robbins. 
(Editor's note: Dr. Robbins’ son, by 
the way, was one of three Americans 
who received the Nobel Prize in Medi- 
cine last December). 

The new laboratory facilities will 
increase the Garden’s research poten- 
tial and assure its continued interna- 
tional importance as a place for funda- 
mental investigations in botanical 
sciences.—P. P. PIRONE 

* 


NEEDED FOR GROWTH 


Besides the carbon, hydrogen and 
oxygen that plants get from the air and 
water, they need thirteen other elements 
that they get from the soil. The so- 
called “big three” most commonly defi- 
cient in garden soils are nitrogen, phos- 
phorous and potassium. In acid soils 
especially, calcium and magnesium are 
commonly too low for good results. Sul- 
phur is generally abundant enough near 
cities since it comes into the soil from 
the air and rain. But away from places 
where fuel is burned it may also be too 
low. Iron is sometimes deficient, espe- 
cially in acid-loving plants. 

In addition a whole group of “trace 
nutrients” are needed in only tiny 
amounts. These are boron, zinc, man- 
ganese, copper, molybdenum and 
vanadium. In large amounts any of 
these may be toxic. Where manure or 
compost are used abundantly one 
usually does not need to worry much 
about the trace nutrients. But each— 
except vanadium, a new addition to the 
list—is used importantly on_ several 
kinds of soil in the world as fertilizer. 
For vegetables, quite a few soils in our 
climatic area need additional boron and 
zinc. 


LIME ON SOIL 


What is the best type of lime to use 
on my soil? 

The answer to this question depends 
on how fast you want to make your 
soil less acid and the cost. Lime is avail- 
able from garden stores generally in two 
forms: slaked lime (called hydrated 
lime) and crushed limestone or agricul- 
tural lime (this is the carbonate form). 

Slaked lime acts the fastest but is the 
more expensive. Crushed limestone is 
less expensive but slower acting. There 
is another kind of lime, burned lime 
(the oxide form), which is not recom- 
mended on soil. 

Here’s a hint on using slaked lime— 
always wear gloves when applying it 
because it’s mildly caustic. 





} 
| 
| 
| 





BLOOMS CONTINUOUSLY 
FOR OVER 2'/2 MONTHS 
(AUGUST TO FROST) .- - 
STILL IN FULL BLOOM 
WHEN MOST OTHER FLOW- 
ERS ARE GONE. 


EACH 
G 
ACROss 

AND | 


ANT 
2 - ’ DOuBiE 


ASTO 


p-----------> 


R. M. KELLOGG CO. 


| Dept. 308, Three Rivers, Mich. 


Please send following Azaleamums at proper planting time: 


0 | would like individual varieties (Min. order 2 plants) 
($1 ec.; 2—$1.85) ($1.25 each) 
0)..Snow Fairy $ O.. Pot of Gold $ 
O..Blazing Red $ O.. Maiden Dream $ 


| O .... introductory Offers at cost of $ 


O Check here if payment enclosed and we pay postage; 


otherwise order sent C.0.D, delivery costs added. 





| NAME 





| ADDRESS. 

| city 
SEND FREE COLOR CATALOG 
€ elal> MR ia'iis Mie) 


Everything in flowers 
beautify your garden. 


ci, HR ccenrnininenititgeniannsnis 








neatest Flower Development of the2 Oth Ceutury 


10600 BLOOMS ON 
*>LANT THE Ist YEAR 


‘Kellogg2 AMAZING PEDIGREE 


AZALEAMUMS 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK 


Imagine this in your yard . . . bushes the 
size of a bushel basket completely covered 
colored blooms in red, 


with brilliantly 


white, peach or yellow. What a spectacle! 


Amazing Azaleamums are the result of 
years of scientific work . . . crossing, select- 
ing, replanting . . . to get the “perfect” 
garden flower. A flower that produces 
masses of blooms the very first year and for 


years after ... blooms for months. . . is 


ORDER DIRECT 


completely winter hardy . . . requires a 
minimum of care... grows anywhere easily. 
A flower that’s in full bloom long after most 
flowers are gone ... giving drab fal! gar- 


dens new, sparkling beauty. 


But . . . see for yourself! Send for the 
special introductory 6-plant offer right now! 
You save 1/3 the regular cost .. . and the 
Azaleamum plants you get will produce up 


to 3600 blooms this year. 


FROM THIS AD 


KELLOGG ,,. FAMOUS FOR QUALITY SINCE 1869 


f 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER 


AZALEAMUMS 


2 New Pot of Gold (Yellow) 

2 New Maiden Dream (Peach)... . 
1 Blazing Red (Red) 

1 Snow Fairy (White) 


REGULAR VALUE $7.00 


NOW S 49> 


2 Above Introductory Offers ($14 Value), $ 9.50 Ppd. 


3 Above Introductory Offers ($21 Value), $13.50 Ppd. 








Mark Re S. Pat Off 


Red. Rich Strawberry 


Trade 


PLANT PATENT 993 


The Great Everbearer That Has Everything! 


All Red Rich plants shipped 
. in this carton. Your proof 
<tof genuine Red Rich plants. 


WE PREPAY POSTAGE 
. $2.95 .$ 5.00 


15.00 


12 Plants... 
UR ge) ae 8.50 


25 Plants ...... 
100 Plants ...... 


250 Plants . $32.50 


All Plants Guaranteed 


Easy pickin’ PYRAMID in a six foot circle 


Aluminum 
PYRAMID is six 
feet in diameter. 
4 terraces and 
collar. Each band 
is five inches wide. 
Enjoy strawber- 
ries the PYRA- 
MID way. Com- 
plete instructions 


with shipment. 
PAT. 2,651,143 


PYRAMID, without plants, Postpaid 
PYRAMID with 50 Red Rich plants, Postpaid 


fruit. 
Real everbearers. 


Crop-after-crop the very 
Pick ’em through fall’s 


Loaded with 


YIELD 


first season. 
early frosts. 


SIZE Mammoth plants, beautiful berries 


ity test Red Rich proved best of twenty- 
can’t be sweet. 
goodness. 


FREEZING 


clear through. Wonderful shortcakes all winter long. 


BEAUTY They’re royal plants. Tall, full, beautiful. 


Plant along walk, border, edge of everg Many places. 


BURGESS seep & PLANT CO. 


329-S, GALESBURG, MICH. 


In Univers- 
nine varieties 
Red Rich banishes the doubt that everbearers 


Chock-full of real, honey-sweet strawberry 


Freeze ’em whole. Solid, firm and red 


rreens. 


BURGESS SEED & PLANT CO. 329-S, Galesburg, Mich. 


RED RICH plants 
Large PYRAMIDS 


Please send me Postpaid 
Please send me Postpaid 
| enlose 





(Advertisement) 


RED RICH KEEPS 
ON GIVING 
A QUART 
PER PLANT 


Quite a few of you folks who read about 
Paul Barton’s three year old Red Rich 
strawberry plants last August have probably 
wondered how they prospered. Mr. Barton, 
who lives in Elkhart. Indiana, had a nice 
patch of thirty Red Rich everbearing straw 
berry plants that were starting their third 
year last spring. He keeps an accurate ree- 
ord of his pickings and by season’s end 
those three year plants had again given him 
thirty quarts. 

The above photo was taken in October of 
last fall and by then he had reached his 
thirty quart total. There were a few late 
blossoms but for all matter of yield he had 
finished picking for that season. Mr. Barton 
knows that it is wise to keep new plants 
coming and he is careful to do this but his 
gardener’s curiosity made him try them 
again and now he’s bound to see what they 
will do in their fourth year. 


Has Beautiful Garden 


Mr. Barton has a beautiful garden. He is 
fond of roses, mums and many flowering 
perennials. Some of his dahlias had blooms 
nine to ten inches across. It’s his Red Rich 
strawberries that cause so much comment 
from his friends and neighbors. Of course, 
these same people are fond of strawberries 
and Red Rich make mighty fine eating. 


Good Freezing Strawberry 
Red Rich is an excellent strawberry for 
freezing. It rated “high” in university freez- 
ing tests and you can be sure Mr. Barton 
puts up several packages during the long 
fruiting season. It’s hard to beat a good 
shortcake especially during the long winter 
months. 


Plants By “Space” System 

Mr. Barton plants his Red Rich by the 
“space or hill” system. Each plant should be 
spaced from fifteen to eighteen inches apart 
and this year he used grass cuttings as a 
mulch, It is not generally recommended to 
let plants go as long as Mr. Barton has, but 
he is enjoying this experiment and, as we 
mentioned above, has a new Red Rich patch 
in the same garden. 
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Favorite Garden Tools 


The editors’ choice: both hand and power 


F YOU HAVE GARDENED for any 
| length of time you'll notice. there 

are One or two tools that are al- 
most automatically in your hand when 
there’s a job to be done. On page 8 
our readers tell us about their favorite 
tools. I’ve noticed that our FLOWER 
GROWER editors also have favorite tools 
which they often talk about. After 
taking some notes—as well as a few 
letters—I have come up with a list of 
tools which we can call “The Editors’ 
Choice.” 


Our Senior Editors 


Our two senior editors, Montague 
Free and Fred Rockwell, who have 
gardened for many years, have modern 
ideas when it comes to garden tools. 
Monty Free tells me: “I have now 
reached the stage in life when any tool 
that lessens effort is likely to be a fa- 
vorite.” One such is the new J-P Midget 
Duster. This throws a continuous stream 
of dust so long as the crank is turned. 
He also likes the Ortho Spray-Etta 
sprayer for liquid insecticides. This at- 
taches to a hose and, with the deflector 
removed, throws a solid stream which 
will reach the top of a 20-foot tree. In 
keeping with his labor-saving theme, he 
also likes his 21-inch Toro mower. His 
pride and joy, though, is a small spade, 
light but strong. Needless to say, he gives 
it the right care and it’s almost as shiny 
as a mirror. Another labor-saver he 
found is a hose reel which attaches di- 
rectly to the faucet. 

Fred Rockwell doesn’t own one of 
the new electric Rototillers, but he 
would like to (so would I, for that 
matter). After operating one, he thinks 
it is among the best little tools for use 
in cultivating. His favorite hoe for 
hand cultivating is an old one. The 
blade is so worn down it’s almost like an 
onion hoe. Other electric tools he likes 
are the electric lawn edger—‘greatest 
time-saver yet,” he says—and a bat- 
tery-operated seed sower which will 
space seeds more evenly: than any 
hand method. 

I received many interesting letters 
from our contributing editors on their 
favorite tools. Pat Pirone, who writes 
FLOWER GROWER’S “Modern Gardener” 
(page 66), likes two cultivators: a 
three-pronged hand cultivator for close 
work and a five-pronged, long-handled 
cultivator for between the rows. 

He also told me about the large vege- 


table garden he and his father main- 
tain. They set out a hundred or so 
tomatoes and several hundred “hot” 
peppers each year. He wrote: “Because 
of Pop’s age (he’s in his 70’s) and 
physical condition, he cannot use heavy 
tools. He has, however, improvised 
some that are more useful to him than 
regular or standard ones. Two of these 
are small rakes, the kind normally 
used by children, to which he has af- 
fixed 4'2-foot, light wooden handles. 
The other is a smaller-than-usual spade 
on a 5-foot handle.” So, it’s possible 
to garden no matter what your age. 


From the Midwest 


Through the years, Milt Carleton has 
received so many sample garden tools 
that the collection in his tool shed is one 
of the most amazing in America. He 
tells me he once counted twenty-two 
hoes or devices that were supposed to 
be hoes. He even has a machine for 
making flower pots out of peat or 
manure. “However, the longer I gar- 
den,” he writes, “the more I find my- 
self working with two tools—a long- 
handled, sharp-pointed spade and an 
imported English scuffle hoe. 

“Like my father and grandfather be- 
fore me, I scorned anything but the 
standard D-handle garden spade. Not 
until I slipped a vertebra did I realize 
1 was paying for tradition with my 
spinal column! Reluctantly, | began to 
use a long-handled spade and dis- 
covered what I had been missing. It 
didn’t take me long to learn that I could 
dig just as clean a trench as with a 
square spade, with a mere fraction of 
the effort. It was perfect for every- 
thing that an old-fashioned spade was 
used for.” 

Victor Ries goes for the short, D- 
handle round-pointed shovel (I guess 
he hasn’t slipped a vertebra yet!). An- 
other digging tool he uses constantly 
is a floral spade. The blade is only 11 
inches long and about 6 inches wide. 
It’s very light and easy to use. For 
pest control he prefers dusting. His 
dust gun is one which holds 2 quarts 
and has an extension tube for reaching 
high places. For watering he uses a 
light brass rose spray and clear plastic 
hose. On the lawns he has an oscillat- 
ing fan sprinkler made by the Skinner 
Company. 

P. J. McKenna likes the Gravely 
tractor for power, especially its power 
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plow. His favorite all-round hand tool 
FAST-SALE is the digging fork for digging and 
weeding and for transplanting shrubs 


and perennials. He also likes a drop- 
shank trowel for small plants, a Dutch 
scuffle hoe for weeding and medium- 
weight, roll-cut pruning shears for 
pruning. 
The “tool” that gets the most use 
around the garden of our Southern 
ee, editor, Ben Arthur Davis, is a home- 
High - grade, steri- le i De See made tool kit box. It measures 10 by 
lized, natural plant Sr i 20 inches, is 5 inches deep and has a 
foods; recognized as . wooden handle. In it he carries prun- 
superior to all other manures. Asked for . ' ing shears, hammer, nails, mending 
by commercial growers, florists, home gar- —<——— wire, mending tape, plant labels, 
deners. 100% pure, completely unadulter- —_—— trowels and almost anything else that 
ated, dehydrated, pulverized, heat-treated he “often wants in the garden but hates 
and weed-free. to walk to the house for.” He couldn’t 
LONGHORN, WIZARD and RAMSHORN—prepared from operate his two acres without a power 
selected crude manures taken from brick-paved stockyard pens— mower, and one of his constant com- 
free from mixtures of hog, horse or other manures. 5, 10, 25 and panions is a pair of pruning shears 
50 pound bags—immediately available. which he carries in his pocket whenever 
INCREASE YOUR PROFITS! STOCK THESE QUALITY MANURES! he’s on the grounds. 
National Sales Agent 


FAESY & BESTHOFF, INC. The New York Office 


325 Spring Street, New York 13, New York Getting back to our office staff, John 


—eeteeeinn Whiting, our editor and publisher, is a 
rose fancier, so the two tools he uses 
most—and most important to him— 
print your name and address clearly. Enclose are a good pair of pruning shears and a 
: ‘ five-gallon sprayer. 

proper amount and allow ample time for delivery. >>” Managing Editor Marjorie Johnson 








444 When ordering by mail be sure to 





— -— —— | gets a lot of use out of a homemade 
cultivator. Basically it’s a wooden han- 


H dle about 4 feet long with a heavy wire 
c. Eugene Pfister tells how | in the shape of a hook inserted in the 


end. She says it’s wonderful for getting 


YoU can row in and around close-set annuals and 
perennials. For cleaning up after weed- 


ing, she says there’s nothing like a 


e > grass rake. All the weeds automatically 
ea uti u / || thrown on the lawn are whisked up in 
_— a jiffy with a steel lawn rake. 


TRY IT: Plant Marvel produces roses of extraordinary loveliness, Mr. Pfister is pest great Associate Editor ‘Jack Rebhan has 
. t, ica se So- , Faworite - « alf— -shane 
fragrance and color. You'll be delighted. qlee, Gull Chiat Geandlan, two favorite tools—a half-moon-shaped 
Men’s Garden Clubs of hand edger which he uses for edging, 
Mr, Pfister says: ‘I have been using Plant Marvel for my own roses America. : “thes . yg - 
since 1948, and I am tremendously satisfied. The root systems are cultivating and root pruning and a pair 
more fully developed, and growth has been wonderful. The foliage is 2 » che: ‘ iti 7 
a beautiful shade of deep green. Blooming is more prolific, and of hedge shears. In addition to —- 
Spae =e and color are Ce yay! epee, Plant et is easy to them for hedges, he also finds them 
apply. Because you use it only in liquid form, it distributes more } . . . : - “T oa 
evenly to the rootlets. The results are all anyone could want, and handy for trimming grass. Less 
should help even beginners toward prize-winning roses. | chance for blisters,” he says. 














From time to time I have expounded 


upon tools I like to use. I have no real 
Plant Marvel forces a | favorites because I like all garden tools. 
deep, widespread root . . gg te 
system of strong | Some people collect fancy iris, but I 
ge By PT collect garden tools! However, there is 


blooms. a “tool” which I think is the most 
Sena nwa aemuanananawaws am ignored one on the market. This tool 


Send for fact-packed rose folder. f | is essential for the following: propagat- 
It gives you helpful information FREE SAMPLE | . an : : ai 
‘ 


ing, pinching, tying, pruning, repair- 
on growing roses. a " * 











C0 Send me free sample of Plant g ing flats, staking, caring for tools, fix- 


Ask for Plant Mar- Marvel, with free Ider packed i © ine engines aki er ar- 
vel at leading flor- ; with rose-growing hints. ’ 4 ing gasoline — making flower = 
~~ - garden =P, > oO1 ; P 4 i , rangements, preparing insecticides and 
y shops; or sen ; enclose $1.25; send me big 1-Ib. SR ae al - 
1.25 with coupon " can of Plant Marvel. . fungicides, weeding, cultivating, and 
ST cleaning out pipe ashes. It’s light in 
rose plants every - . weight, easy to store, inexpensive, avail- 
two weeks for the 5. Pe . actin aluan x etna é 
entice growing ‘ able in many sizes and makes a perfect 
season. Cis ered i Zon Sta gift at any time. That’s right, a good 
an bs.’ Dept FG3S 622 West tidth h f 
mage-olgenngetgpesn cot vith treat Chiao 22, sharp knife—WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 
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Garden Workbench 


[FROM PAGE 45] can be made. 
Another possibility for the cabinet 
would be a kitchen cabinet. 


kitchens) which has a cabinet 
drop-leaf table combined. This could 
be fitted in if you so desired. 


A backing of Masonite, plywood 


or other material should be used. This | 


serves a dual purpose: not only does 
it prevent things from falling back off 
the shelves and table, but it also serves 
as a strengthening support for the 
entire unit. With a backing, the unit 


can be almost free-standing and can | 
be moved about as you would a piece | 


of furniture. 





List of Materials 


Lumber 

Two 2x4’s, 10 feet long 

Six 2x3’s, 3 feet long 

Three 2x3’s, 4 feet long 

Three 2x3’s, 8 feet long 

One sheet (4x8 feet) 34-inch plywood 

Eight 34x6 inch clear white pine, 
12 feet long 

One %4x8 inch clear white pine, 
8 feet long 

One 1x1 inch clear white pine, 4 
feet long 

Two %4x10 inch shelving, 8 feet long 

One 34x12 inch shelving, 8 feet long 


Masonite Presswood 

One sheet (4x8 feet) pegboard, %4 
inch thick 

One sheet (4x4 feet), % inch thick 

Two sheets (4x8 feet), “% inch thick 

Two sheets (4x8 feet), “4 inch thick 


Aluminum 

Four sheets, 3x3 feet 

One gross screws or rivets 
Total 40 feet angles 

Four %4-inch bars, 6 feet long 


Hardware 

Six pair hinges 

Shelf strips and brackets 
Six drawer pulls 

Five-foot chain 

Four eye bolts 

Sliding door rig, 4 feet long 








In fact, | 
there is an arrangement available (for | 
and | 





Bobbink & Atkins 


The Home of Time-Tested Garden Gems 


ALL SEASON PERENNIAL 


BORDER 


Will Live and Bloom Year after Year, with a minimum of care. 
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—— back 
djoining buildi 
cknowledgment. 


Key Quantity Variety 
3 Lythrum Mordens Pink 
J Gaillardia Portola Hybrids 
3 Helianthus Loddon Gold 
3 Aster Mt. Everest 
3 Lythrum Dropmore Purple 


Floribunda ROSES 
SEVEN TIME-TESTED VAI “oe rIES 
Not generally available elseu 
Will produce more blooms per 7 than any 
Floribundas we know of. Our plants have the 
roots and canes to back this claim. Hardiness 
and long life unquestioned; culture simple. 
Baby Chateau 
Dagmar Spath Best white 
Golden Jubilee A real yellow 
Improved Lafayette Rec 
Mrs. R. M. Finch Blush pink 
New World Deep red 
Pink Satin Sparkling pink 


All 7 for *$85 zs 


Postpaid East of the Miss. Add 10% elsewhere. 


Scarlet-crimson 


ound could consist of a fence, 
ing. Planting diagram will be mailed with order 
All plants are suitable for cutting or show. 


Key Quantity 


hedge or an 


Variety 

2 Dicentra Spectabile 

Iberis Sempervirens 
Plumbago 

Alyssum Sax. Compactum 


3 
5 
3 


28 PL BINE'S for "7 B te 


(Regular value 
Postpaid East of ‘the Mississippi, Express elsewhere 








Send for ““GARDEN GEMS” 
FREE. Pictures in color of the new 
ALL-AMERICA ROSES as well as the 
old favorite historical kinds for which 
B. & A. are also famous. Hundreds of 
new and old Perennial Flowers and 
Ground Covers. Azaleas, Rhododendrons, 
Pieris, Pyracantha and a host of other 
rare plants. 


Please remit 35c West of the Miss. 








Bobbink & Atkins 


584 Paterson Avenue 
E. Rutherford, N. J 








WN. J. 











It is possible to make the Garage | 
Garden Work Center with just hand | 
how- | 
ever, we found several power tools most | 


tools. In addition to hand tools, 
helpful. All of the cutting was done 
on a Toro 10-inch tilt arbor saw. This 
was especially useful in ripping down 
the 6-inch stock for the trim. A Toro 
planer was used for shaping some of 
the sections on the drawers and cabinet 
doors. An electric drill was used to 
make all the screw holes. Some of the 
construction was completed in a base- 
ment workshop and the various parts 
were then assembled in the garage.— 
WILLIAM L. MEACHEM. 
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a stern’s “All American” 


EVERBLOOMING 


FLAME 
RED 


WEIGELA VANICEKI 


Here’s a terrific, new, hardy shrub 
we predict will become one of 
America’s favorites. Called ‘‘All 
American” because it thrives in any 
section of the country, East, West, 
North or South, in any soil. Be the 
first in your neighborhood to thrill 
to the sight of this great new shrub 
in full bloom! 


Guaranteed to Bloom This Spring, 
Summer and Fall! 


In May and June the brilliant trumpet 
shaped ruby-red flowers literally 
cover the bush from top to bottom 
with hundreds of blossoms 1 to 1% 
inches across. After this mass dis- 
play there is scarcely a moment until 
freezing weather that there are not 
some blossoms. 


Extremely vay BY 
Grows In Any Soil 


Now, an extra winter-hardy variety 
of Weigela! These beautiful shrubs 
have stood temperatures as low as 
20° below zero without injury. Grows 
in all types of soil in full sun or 
semi-shade, making a full well- 
formed bush, 5-6 ft. tall. 


Each 


Postpaid 


a a Tee 





$3.00 


Postpaid 


STERN’S NURSERIES e 
Dept. G, Geneva, N. Y. Dia. 


[] 2 For 
$5.00 
4 For 
$9.00 


SELECTION 


EVERY PLANT ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEED to live and 
thrill you when in bloom this June or your money back. 


EXTREMELY LIMITED SUPPLY 


Order Now For Spring Planting 


Strong, Vigorous Shrubs—3 to 4 feet 


2 For 


$5.00 


Postpaid 


4 For 


$9.00 


Postpaid 








Enclosed is 











| want blooms beginning this June or my money back. 

Check Amount 
Each 
$3.00 


Cat. No. 4205G 


Name 





Address 





Town State 


=e oe oe oe oe oe oe oe oe ee ee ae 
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CRIMSON 
KING 


Unquestionably, the most beauti- 
ful of all Maple Shade Trees, 
Crimson King is the only variety 
in existence that retains its rich, 
dark, crimson color through- 
out the entire growing season. 


Crimson King is easily rec- 
ognized by the glistening, 
satiny sheen of its lovely dark 
red foliage. The distinctive, 
deep brilliant color of this out- 
standing specimen tree creates 
an exciting contrast to lawns 
and shrubs throughout the 
spring, summer and fall. Ex 
cellent for large or small lawns. 


Patented for 


your protection 


PLANT PAT. #735 


FOR SALE AT ALL LEADING jj 
NURSERIES AND GARDEN STORES <— 








i 


ORDER YOUR 
CRIMSON KING 
MAPLE 


from 


KELLY’S 


4-5 foot trees...... .$4.95 each 
5-6 foot trees $5.95 each 
All postpaid. 


Send for big 64 page 
full color 
FREE catalog. 


KELLY BROS. 
NURSERIES, INC. 


Dept. FG Dansville, N. Y. 


Fine Nursery Stock since 1880 
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IN CONNECTICUT GET YOUR 


Crimson King Maple 


FROM US 
We also have Connecticut's widest 
selection of Flowering Crabs: 
Flowering Dogwoods—Ornamental 
and Shade Trees—Evergreens and 
Flowering Shrubs. Open for Cash 
and Carry by Mid-March. 


* 
BARNES BROTHERS NURSERY CO. 


Yalesville 25, Conn. 








300,000 families benefit from 
Hower Grower's helpful hints 











CRIMSON KING MAPLES 


Deep Crimson Foliage Never Fades 


| Opens deep crimson in spring and retains brilliance 


of color until leaves fall in autumn. Choice Patented 


| Variety. Very popular. In demand everywhere. Hardy 


and easily grown. Adds materially to value of prop- 
erty. Also full line of Trees, Fruits, Shrubs, Ever- 
greens, Roses. Write today for FREE CATALOG! 


| THE WHITTEN NURSERIES, Box 116, Bridgman, Mich. 





Crimson King Maple 


FROM PAGE 79 where it can 
be only -partially seen from the street. 
Often it can be used with excellent 
efiect to fill in a boundary corner, either 
alone or with an underplanting of 
evergreen shrubs such as white rhodo- 
dendrons, Mountain-laurel (Kalmia lati- 
folia) or drooping leucothoe (Leuw- 
cothoe Catesbaei). Sometimes, too, it 
can be placed with complete success 
close to one end of a rear terrace over 


| which it will cast a welcome shade on 


hot summer afternoons. In all cases 
it is well to consider the flower colors 
of other nearby plantings with a view 
to avoiding possible clashes of hues 
between the maple’s leaves and their 
near neighbors. 

On large or markedly irregular prop- 
erties Crimson King can _ frequently 
serve as a splendid accent against a 
background of other good-sized trees, 
either deciduous or evergreen. Do not 
plant it among them unless they are 
very widely spaced, for that could 
easily lead to eventual crowding of a 


star performer that certainly deserves 
all the growing room it wants. The 
ideal spot is likely to be far enough 
in front of the existing trees to create 
a rather prominent bulge in their gen- 
eral line. Or perhaps there is a deep, 
open bay among them at the rear of 
which your maple can be placed with 
splendid results. 

The old advice to buy your trees 
from a reliable, well established nursery 
is particularly pertinent to this com- 
parative newcomer with the dark red 
leaves. Among other advantages, such 
procedure will insure your getting a 
genuine Crimson King and one that 
has been properly grown and pruned 
to develop a symmetrical specimen 
form. Also such nurseries, if not too 
far distant, are equipped to do a proper 
“balled-and-burlapped” __ transplanting 
job for you—always an important con- 
sideration. 

(Editor’s note: Next month, Halesia, 
by Robert S. Lemmon with special 
drawings in color by Allianoro Rosse.) 


“SOUR” OR “SWEET” 


What is meant by “sour” or “sweet” 
soils? Actually these terms mean very 
little and they are, in this case, incor- 
rectly used. A “sour” soil usually 
means one that is poorly-drained, con- 
tains few nutrients, is perhaps too acid 
and is generally in poor condition. The 
term, “sweet,” usually refers to a soil 
that is in good condition, fertile, well- 
drained and neutral in reaction. 
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Yesterday’s Roses 


[FROM PAGE 99] longer silences . . . 
but roses and man have traveled 
through history on the same broad 
paths of change, decline and fall. Great 
men and women have lived and re- 
corded themselves in history. Alas, 
they are gone forever; but the rose, 
in its infinite variety, still survives— 
identically as it grew and flowered even 
before the Christian era. 

The best are still available to 


And who is qualified to say they are 


us. | 


PATENTED 
a 

WONDER 
“ee cmap 


ant Patent 9: 


BEARS FROM EARLY SUMMER TIL FROST 
© Up to a Quart per Plant! + Big, Solid, Red Thorugh Core! 
© Sweet—Just Taste ’em! « Freeze Whole—tittle sugar. 
—————=e FED RICH PLANT PRICES! 
12 pits. ppd. $2.95- Potted pits. $3.75 pdd. 
Fy pits. ppd. $5.00-Potted pits. $7.00 ppd. 
S pits. ppd. $8.50 - Potted pits. $12.00 ppd. 
L ong lasting, Galv — ” 100 pits, ppd. $15.00 - Potted pits. $20.00 ppd. 
ized, Corrugated Steel 


FT. PLANTING PYRAMID 


Holds up to 100 crerpensien omy plants. Practical strawberry 
= | to weed, —_ and protect from birds. 
With 50 Superfection everbearing strawberr 
plants $12.95— 50 RED RICH ane $17.95. With 100 RE 
RICH $24.45. 


e JR. 5 FT. ALUMINUM PYRAMID §$7.45—With 50 Superfection 
$10. 95. With 50 RED RICH $15.95. All prices prepaid 
Exclusive licensed national propogators and distributors of Potted Red 
Rich, Strawverry Plants. GARDENS 


IDEAL FOR 
HOME GARDEN! § 
5 WS KX 





aspb ries, 


CATALOG Sus is, Pt 


onven From THIS AD. 
Enclose Check or M.0 


BOX A 
ALB’ RT LEA, MINN. 
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less beautiful than today’s rose genera- | 


tion? Is teen-age daughter Susan, in 


all her youthful loveliness, more charm- | | 
taffeta | 


in 
Is not each enhanced by 
If you have none of them 


ing than her grandmother 
and old lace? 
the other? 


in your garden, you are missing half | 


the pleasure of your rose hobby—and 
maybe the better half! 

Recently I was asked to select the 
thirty best old-fashioned roses out of 
my already carefully tested collection. 
My questioner asked for “the thirty 
which are as good as you say they are.” 
The list represents “the creme de la 
creme,” from which an old-rose col- 
lection may be started with certain 
success. 

To qualify for such rare company, 
I set the following high standards: 1. 
The rose must have distinctive beauty 


and charm; 2. It shall be of sufficiently 
vigorous growth to fit into background 
plantings behind the low-growing hy- 
brid teas and polyanthas; 3. Flower 
form, type and color must be different 
and interesting; 4. Growth and flower- 
ing must increase and improve with 
each season; 5. Fragrance is an im- 
portant requisite; 6. It must be tougher 
and hardier than modern varieties and 
be relatively immune from pests and 
diseases; and 7. Bloom must be heavy 
in spring and continue all season. 

With all these superlative qualities 
in mind, I made the following selec- 
tions from the old roses well-known 
to me. 

From the HYBRID PERPETUALS: 
BARONNE PREVOST (rose-pink); HENRY 
NEVARD (dark red); FERDINAND 
PICHARD (striped red and white); 
REINE DES VIOLETTES 
Among my RUGOSAS: 
(soft-pink) ; 
(single pink); PINK GROOTENDORST 
(the carnation rose); RUGOsA Mac- 
NIFICA (deep carmine); and SARAH VAN 


(violet-red). 
DELICATA 
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and | 


FRAU DAGMAR HASTRUP | 


AT LAST! 
CLIMBING ROSES 


BLOOM-BLOOM-BLOOM 


All Summer long! 
LIFETIME SUB-ZERO EVERBLOOMING 


PILLAR ROSES 


* blooms 90 days after planting 


This is an absolutely new race of Ever-blooming Climbing 
Roses developed by famous Rosarian Walter D. Brownell, who 
tinally succeeded in combining the ever-blooming habit of Sub- 
Zero Hybrid Roses with the vigor of old-fashioned Climbing 
Roses. They are the first truly hardy and truly ever-blooming 
Climbing Roses. They will stand 15 degrees below zero without 
protection—actually withstands 35 degrees below zero with 
light protection—will last a lifetime. And they'll not only bloom 
in June, but will keep right on blooming throughout hot, dry 
Summer weather when other types of ever-blooming climbing 
roses fail. These new Pillar Roses are also amazingly resistant 
to common rose diseases such as blackspot. They are guaran- 
teed for 5 years by famous Stern’s Nurseries. 


SPOTLIGHT BEAUTY UP TO 12 FEET TALL 


Ideal “Accent Points”. Plant these Pillar Roses to frame your 
porch, entrance, garage, or fence for a beautiful display of 
flowers from early Summer to late Fall, or you may plant them 
as self-supporting specimens in the lawn, or in the shrub 


border 
EVERBLOOMING SPECIMEN BUSH 


Perhaps the most amazing thing about these new PILLAR 
ROSES is their use as a specimen plant in your yard. Planted 
by themselves, they will form a self-supporting, ever-bloom- 
ing shrub 6 to 8 feet tall that will bloom from June through 
October until heavy frost. This everblooming characteristic 
is something exceedingly rare north of the tropics. Two or 
three Pillar Roses strategically planted in your garden could 
easily become the focal point of the entire neighborhood. 


YOUR CHOICE= OUTSTANDING PINK OR FLASHY YELLOW 
STERN’S SUPER-GRADE Each "2 for 6 for 10 for 
SELECTED No. 1 PLANTS $4.50 $8.75 $25.00 $41.00 


All Prices Postpaid. 
RUSH ORDER FOR SPRING PLANTING 


STERN’S NURSERIES 


D ft. G . . 
Se Enclosed is $ 


I want new everblooming beauty this Spring guaranteed. All Stern’s Pillar Roses 
are guaranteed for 5 FULL YEARS! Satisfaction or money back! 


STATE 
QUANTITY NAME 


e [| Pink Pillar 
if 


(8401 A) 





ADDRESS 





Yellow Pillar 
(8403 A) 


it 
} i [] TOWN STATE. 


. ee 
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| FLEET (blush-pink). Of the SPECIES 
HYBRIDS: R. Soulieana (cluster 
smail white); CHESTNUT RosE (R. Rox- 
burghi) (deep pink); EGLANTINE (for 


SO NEW! SO SENSATIONAL! IT CREATED AN 
ENTIRELY NEW ROSE CLASS! 


First GRANDIFLORA Winner Ever Offered > = Senne Denes: sae Beene 
(Sr MAID (sulphur-yellow single). SHRUB 


AAIRS ej ROSES: BELINDA (rose-pink); FRUH- 

CL4u AA hh 5 ~~ a LINGSMORGEN (yellow edged cherry- 
* pink); Hon. Lapy Linpsay (soft pink) 

EO and NEevADA (pale blush). The HY- 


BRID MUSKS furnish three 
1 1 
IMAGINE! BOTH ON ONE BUSH! all-season bloomers: CORNELIA 
e Huge Magnificent SINGLE BLOOMS a - teh & . 
4 2 per end); KATHLEEN (the 
Long Cutting Stems Like a HYBRID TEA blossom rose”); and WIND 
¢ Spectacular CLUSTERS of Blooms (rose-pink clusters). 
All Season Long Like a FLORIBUNDA 


Among the all-season 
Yes! be first to grow the Queen Elizabeth Rose ...so beau- score. : 
tiful, so vigorous, so unusual in growth and bloom that a MOSSES: ALFRED DI 
new Rose Class—GRANDIFLORA—was created for it blush-pink ); DEUIL DE 
UNMATCHED by any other rose! You'll thrill to a breath- , athe , es ‘ 
taking new color in roses...a blend of soft carmine rose ' (dramatic dark-red); : 
and dawn pink.. .and to large, long-lasting, fragrant blooms Moss (mother of them all). The 
BOURBONS COMMANDANT 


lovely 

(cop- 
“apple 
CHIMES 


blooming 
DALMAS (pale 
PAUL FONTAINE 
and OLD PINK 





royally framed by heavily textured, deep, deep green foli- 
age that covers the entire bush. You’ ve never seen sucha 


rose miracle on one bush before—huge, perfect blooms 
borne regally single on long cutting stems in the manner 


of the HYBRID TEA as well as gorgeous, 
clusters of blooms like the FLORKRiBUNDA. 


UNANIMOUSLY ACCLAIMED by Rosarians in every state 
as the finest new we 4 ever grown. Winner of the 
OF-THE-YEAR Trophy at California International Flower 
show and GOLD CERTIFICATE Winner at International 


Rose Test Gardens, Portland, Oregon. 


WORLD'S F 





‘ EST ROSES IN A S T) 
fe} Me) ma cie) ic) te) lh aide) R 
SUN VALLEY ROSE 
Only NON-FADING Yellow Rose in History! 
1953 AARS WINNER — Perfectly GLORIOUS 1954 INTRODUCTION — 
Beautiful buds open to true 
guinea golden blooms that 


retain their brilliant color 
even in brightest sunshine. 





COMBIN 


CHRYSLER IMPERIAL ROSE 
Most Gorgeous Red Rose Ever Developed! 


formed crimson buds, lus- 
cious green foliage and big- 
gest, purest red, highly fra- 
grant blooms ever seen 
Each, $2.50 _) 3 for $6. 60 Each, $2. sot 
1 Use this ad to order—Just Check 
GERMAIN’S, Dept. FG-3, Los Angeles 21, Calif. 


| Name 
| Address 
Enclosed is $ 


season-long 


¥) Roses Wanted 


Send POSTPAID offers (¥ checked above. 


SUPPLY IS LIMITED! 
ORDER NOW! 

Be sure to have the Queen 
Elizabeth Rose in Your 1955 
Rose Garden. 
() Each $3.00 


PLANT- 


)}3 for $7.95 











Rosedom’s ROYAL COLLECTION 
Hundreds of Biooms in Rain- 
bow of Colors — 1 Each 
Queen Elizabeth Rose, 


Cc mayeles — 6” 


& Sun V 
AMERICA’S MOST 


ALL 3 Only 
3 for $6.60 (an $8.00 valve) 

BEAUTIFUL ROSE 

& GARDEN BOOK 


| FREE!s 


] Check here (1) for 
FREE copy. 


LEADING — _ 
DEALERS SELL 
GERMAIN’S PATENTED ROSES 
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heat, 


for 


costs 
your 


F 1, 





This 1955, 
are 
Hybrid 
finest rose 
Plant Califo 
grown with irrigation, 
sunshine 
cold 
The 
Bourbons 
New England and 
Orders 
where 
Write 


“Roses of Yesterday 
and Today~ 


100 pare 
old-fashioned roses 
1 


illustrated catalog, offers 
and 200 modern 
‘loribundas-—the largest and 
ion in America. 

tia Roses this spring. They «are 
in the famous California 
strong and hardy to resist excessive 
and drought 
all-season blooming 
and repeating 


Teas anc 
colle 


Hybrid Perpetuals 
Mosses are ideal roses 
all cold-weather climates 
for 5 or more plants delivered any- 
free, 

today for 
35¢ (cash or 


our brochure-catalog. It 
stamps) but deduct from 


order. 


WILL 


TILLOTSON’S ROSES 
Rose Specialists 
WATSONVILLE, CALIFORNIA 








Wilf l, owers P. rennia [, 


year tield 
10 for 


Special: Beautiful, big, one 
grown Pacific Giant Delphiniums 
only $4.00 

Write at once for our new free 1955 Garden Book. It 
tells where and how to grow over 100 Ferns and Wild- 
flowers. It lists many old and new Shrubs, Perennials, 
Fruit Trees and Herbs. All hardy Vermont grown 

“Grown In Vermont, It's Hardy” 
Putney Nursery, Inc. 20F Putney, Vermont 
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Send 
postal card 


CROSMAN’S 


FAMOUS FRESH 


Packet SEEDS 


FINEST STRAINS e ALWAYS FRESH CROP 
THOROUGHLY TESTED e REASONABLY PRICED 
Complete Selection « 500 Varieties e 10c to 50c 
at variety chatr * © « & & KRESGE, 
G. C. MURPHY, NEISNER'S, MONTGOMERY WARD, 
SCOTT, MACY'S, FISHER-BEER, BEN FRANKLIN, 
W. T. GRANT. 


for shopper's guide, 
list of varieties 
and uses 


stores @ 


Crosman Seed Corp. ~ pt. F), 
Est 


shed 18 


fast Rochester, N. Y. 





supply: 
BEAUREPAIRE (crimson splashed pink); 
LA REINE VICTORIA (rose-pink); and 
SOUVENIR DE LA MALMAISON (flesh- 
pink). For the south and warm cli- 
mates only, the TEA ROSES: 
DUCHESSE DE BRABANT (pearly pink); 
MAMAN COCHET, (cream and deep 
rose); and WHITE MAMAN COCHET 
(satin white). 

At this point, let no irate rosarian 
challenge me to a duel with weapons 
or words, for I agree that such a se- 
lection is a matter of personal taste 
and point of view. But it will serve as 
my answer to those who say, “I don’t 
like old roses because they bloom only 
once.” And to those whose idea of 
rose beauty is confined to the fashion- 
able, high-centered bloom of the latest 
hybrid teas. 

There are at least 
known rose-nurserymen 
States who grow and catalog most of 
| the thirty varieties I have selected as 

most worthy. I urge that you start 
your old-rose interest within that list, 
just a few—or several—as you wish. 
Then, as you judge them in your own 
garden, determining those you like best, 
expand -your interest. The field is un- 
limited—a great new rose-world is 
opened to you!* 





ten nationally 
in the United 


WATER FOR PLANTS 


Scientists have found that you don’t 
| have to water well-fertilized plants as 
much as poorly fed plants. You'd al- 
| most think the reverse would be true, 
but here’s what happens. The fertilizer 
makes the roots grow longer, spreading 
out farther and deeper. With all these 
far reaching roots the.plant can get 
more water out of the soil. Scientists 
dug beneath an unfertilized plant and 
found the soil wet 2 feet below the 
roots; under a fertilized plant the soil 
was dry to a depth of 4 feet. The well- 
fed plant had the ability of absorbing 
almost twice as much water. 
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Sow some Shirley 


poppy seeds now 


by FLORENCE KERIGAN 


F I COULD HAVE JUST ONE small 
| patch of poor soil and only one 

packet of seeds to plant on it, I 
would choose Shirley poppies. 

There may be other gardeners who 
are enthusiastic over this delightful July 
flower but, so far, I haven’t met any. 
“They're too frail,” seems to be the 
main cry. 

I haven’t found them so. Early each 
morning, while the dew is still spark- 
ling on them, I go out and cut the new 
blossoms, fighting the tiny bees for 
them. The next morning I am sure to 
find, around the base of the bowl, some 
crinkly petals which seem to have been 
cut from silk crepe, but many of the 
blossoms will be good for another day. 
Seal the ends or burn them, if you like, 
but it is really not necessary. 

The plants look fragile. “Don’t trans- 
plant,” the directions on the packet ad- 
vise you. But I have done so success- 
fully. The seeds are so tiny that they 
tend to collect in clumps in spite of all 
precautions. A packet of mixed seed 
contains a number of varieties, so I do 


not thin out and discard the small 
plants. When they bloom they offer un- 
believably delicate and beautiful little 
flowers, often the size of the tip of a 
finger, but just as ruffled and beauti- 
fully marked as the larger ones. And 
strangely enough, these tiny ones seem 
to stand cutting better than some of the 
big ones. Often they will last for three 
or four days. I intersperse them with 
blue and pink bachelor buttons for a 
lovely effect in a heart-shaped, light 
green pottery vase. They remind me 
of the peony blossoms on Chinese spice 
jars. 

Some Shirleys are single, four-petaled 
and either of self color or marked and 
edged with contrasting color. Most of 
these grow on long, sturdy stems, ‘but 
do not stand cutting very well; they last 
only a day when cut and fall to pieces, 
before the noon sun if left uncut. 

But the real Shirleys, to my mind, are 
the double ones in delicate shades of 
pink, ranging from white through shell, 
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GET YOUR NEW 1955 ROSE CATALOG 


" p  Z Wyeat 


ROSE SPECIALIST, INC. 


Hundreds of famous and popular varieties of Hybrid Teas, Climb- 
ew, big tru 


ers, Floribundas, ete., are 


catalog 


Melvin E 
years. All 


seasons 


time anc 


gain at 
For the 


full-color reproduction 


RITZ! 


and fall 
striking brilliance adds ch 


MELVIN E. WYANT @ ROSE SPECIALIST, INC. 
200 JOHNNY CAKE RIDGE @ 


Get your new WYANT ROSBD CATA- 
LOG now! Just send your name on @ 
post card no obligation . . . @b- 
solutely free. Do it today! 


listed in Wyant 1e-color 
exclusively for over 35 
are carefully field-grown for three full 
strength and virility. Extr 

Wyant roses an outst 


Wyant has been growing roses 
yant roses 
to give them extra 
1 specialized care makes 
any price! 
first time WYANT Catalog, you can see the 
Wyant red climber, the 
spring sunimer 
one cluster 


in the 1955 
of the exclusive 
It blooms almost continuously through 
10 to 12 lively red blooms appear 
irm to any home 


MENTOR, OHIO 


WYANT ROSES PRODUCE SATISFACTION 





Amazing NEW ROSES 


In full color, Grandifloras, Flori- 
bundas, Hybrid Teas and Climbers. A 
reliable guide by Armstrong...winner 
of most All-America awards. 


ARMSTRONG NURSERIES 
472 No. Euclid Ave., Ontario, California 





EARP-THOMAS Pat‘d Continuous Flow 
INCUBATOR DIGESTORS 


which rapidly convert by action of specially 
selected bacteria, farm wastes, garbage or 
sewage into compost which, when reinforced 
makes complete organic fertilizer. Compost 
bacteria and Organic fertilizer. 
EARP-THOMAS LABORATORIES 


Hampton, New Jersey 

















is beautiful... from bud 


~~ 


\ 
\S 


~~ 


ai 


through Full Bloom 


TirFAny, (hybrid tea) has won the coveted 


All-America Rose Selections award for 1955. 


Because of its “very near perfect”” AARS score, 
it is named to honor Tiffany & Co., known 
the world over for unexcelled quality. 
Destined to be the most popular rose of the 
decade, its long, pointed buds open into 
extremely large, perfectly formed double 
blooms of exceptional lasting quality. 
In color, the rose is golden yellow at the 
base, shading to a beautiful deep pink. 
Noted for its outstanding fragrance, 
Tiffany is vigorous in growth habit and 
unusually resistant to garden hazards. 


COLORFUL ROSE BOOKLET TELLS COMPLETE ALL-AMERICA ROSE SELECTIONS STORY 





All-America Rose Selections award 

winner for 1954, this dainty new | 
clear pink floribunda is named to | 
honor the beautiful princess who is | 
now Queen of England. Mildly fra- | 
grant, compact, dark green foliage, | 
an ideal rose for hedges, borders and | 
bed planting. 1 


PLANT PAT. NO. 1209 








~~ 

TIFFANY AND LILIBET ARE HOWARDS OF HEMET ORIGINATIONS 1 
Available at your favorite nursery. None 

are sold directly by Howards of Hemet. | 


brcesncecnmnenemensitilll 


“1955 Buyers Guide for All-America Roses” by Robert V. Lindquist 
tells how this non-profit organizatfan tests and selects winners, how 
the green and white AARS tag protects your rosebush purchase. 16 
full-color pages, 42 AARS rose descriptions, illustrations and accurate 
color samples. Articles by leading rosarians. A 

book all gardeners will enjoy. Enclose 10¢ to 

cover postage and handling. Write today! 


HOWARDS OF HEMET 
Box 1425+ Hemet, California 


Please send me a copy of “1955 Buyers 
Guide for All-America Roses.” ! enclose 10¢. 


NAME 
ADDRESS. 
CITY. 








STATE 








HOWARDS OF HEMET - BOX 1425 - HEMET, CALIFORNIA 
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I’m Rooty 


(with Fungicide) 
The Plant Hormone Powder 
| Root Your African Violets 


Rootone practically guarantees 

success with your African vio- 
« lets and other plants. With its 
use, you'll see your cuttings 
spring to life—put out strong 
and healthy roots almost like 
magic. And you'll lose far 
fewer cuttings from disease. 
The added fungicide provides 
extra protection, since it con- 
trols damping off and other 
soil-borne diseases. 








P.S. Treat grass seed, too, with 
Rootone, for a quicker, heavier 
stand and a thicker, more 
Upper: without Rootone drought-resistant turf. 

Lower: with Rootone Va-or. packet 25¢ 2-oz. jar $1 











At your garden-supply store 
s PPh 


AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT CO, AMBLER, PA. - NILES, CALIF. 


Weedone® « Weedone Crab Grass Killer « Weedust® « ACP Fruit Tree Spray 


ACP Soil Conditioner ¢ Gro-Stuf « ACP Rose & Floral Dust ¢ Trimtone 


Mention FLOWER GROWER when you order from the 
pages of the GENERAL STORE 


FOR MORE FUN, MORE GARDEN BEAUTY— 


THE EASY AGRICO way 


¢@ Gardening’s more fun when you do 
it yourself—and that goes double 
when you fertilize with AGRICO 
“ Special-Purpose plant foods. See 
the difference it makes when you 
use these truly complete plant 
foods, each specially formulated 
with the right combination of all 

the nutrients needed by each 
plant group. Get Agrico now— 

in all convenient sizes — see 

your Garden Supply Dealer. 


AGRICO FOR LAWNS, TREES & SHRUBS 
AGRICO FOR GARDENS 

AGRICO FOR BROADLEAF EVERGREENS 
AGRICO ROSE FOOD 

AGRICO BULB FOOD 

AGRINITE—the 100% natural organic 


apricot, salmon and rose—almost to 
magenta. Many of these have edgings 
of white on their ruffled skirts, and on 
some the petals curl into quill-like 
tubes. 

When cut, they look well in a crystal 
vase. But this year I have been putting 
mine into a handmade pottery bowl of 
turquoise blue, and have added three or 
four lacy medallions of Queen Anne’s 
lace. I find they lend themselves to 
arrangement far better in a fairly low 
bowl than in a fall vase, for most of 
the stems are less than a foot long. 
Other foliage must be added, for the 
lovely foliage of these plants is low- 
growing and is not intermingled with 
the flowers. I find that the leaves of 
Queen Anne’s lace blend very nicely 
with the delicate texture of the poppies, 
but any other finely cut leaves which 
will survive cutting will be just as effec- 
tive. 

At the height of the season I took my 
surplus to a neighbor who had said she 
didn’t want to bother with flowers that 
were so fragile and that had such a 
short growing season. (They last about 
three weeks in July in this part of the 
country.) But when she saw the blooms 
I had brought her she gasped in surprise 
and delight and said, “Oh, how lovely! 
What on earth are they?” 

When she asked about the care of 
Shirley poppies I hastened to explain 
that they grow in the poorest part of my 
garden, where the soil is liberally mixed 
with coal ashes. Also, they have en- 
dured the numerous rough-and-tumble, 
knock-down-and-drag-out fights of three 
kittens and have been beaten down and 
battered by several heavy rain storms— 
beaten down and battered, but not con- 
quered! 

[heir flower stems twist upward— 
sometimes with a double twist much 
like the twist in a pig’s tail—and they 
bloom! Not once but several times, for 
each plant has several buds, each on its 
own separate stem. 

After the petals fall away, there re- 
mains the “pepper-shaker” seed pod, 
characteristic of the poppy family; if 
allowed to go to seed, the plants will 
seed themselves and come up the next 





Half-Century Mark 


eit is a great achievement when a 
business celebrates its 50th anni- 
versary. Burnett Brothers, Inc., Seeds- 
men, will mark their half-century of 
serving gardeners this year. From its 
earliest days, the motto of the con- 
cern has been “Reliable Seeds and 
Prompt Service;” so it is today. The 
key personnel have been with the 
firm for many years and their advice 
from long experience is always avail- 
able to amateur gardeners. 
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SEND 25¢ 100 illustrations of Iris for sak 
foryourcopy garden in natural colors. 52 pages 
TODAY! brim full of information on all the 
ss new colors. how to plant, grow and 
v2 
Ss 
Q Ean 
46a of the year! DAYLILIES also 130 
- of the finest kinds... 25 in color. 


arrange them in your garden. Treat 
SCHREINER’S GARDENS 


yourself to some of the large mod- 
ern Iris The best collection offers 
Route 2, Box 329 





NOW A REALLY complete water soluble 

plant food in super-ready, quick 
acting form. Your houseplants will shout for 
joy when you apply 


ONE-COMPLETE 
PLANT FOOD 


20% nitrogen, 20% phosphorus, 40% 
| potash in certified availability for your 
plants. Developed at leading $100 





Midwestern University Five 
handy reusable vials per car 
ton—a full year's agate for 
ip to 30 houseplants Only 
MONEY BACK ‘GUARANTEE 
ONE-COMPLETE 
vill do more for your 


Salem, Oregon 





houseplamts than any 
other product We 
don’t ask you to be- 

lieve it. Try at our 

. Money refunded ery order 

from this 

ad: 5 page 

manual of 

7 plant feeding 

information including foliar 

and other specialized methods, 


every way 
DBALERS: Write 
for special dealer 
offer. 


ii lili ll Al i i i i ee ee ee ee 








————=— ORDER TODAY —————- 


| ARLINGTON PARK CHEMICAL CO. Dept. FG3 
| 2288 Century Drive Columbus 11, Ohio 


Please send Send €.0O.D 
| Name 


| Address 


. Cartons. ...enclosed 





FA To Gardeners THIS BIG 
NEW 1955 NURSERY 


Send for this greotest of all 

\ Spring Hill catologs. Help- 

=) ful hints... early order 

discounts . . . illustrated 
106th Roses, shrubs, fruit and shode trees, 

YEAR flowers, bulbs. Guaranteed. 





E a satisfied coupon clipper! 
FLOWER GROWER advertisers offer 
help and specialized information to 
home gardeners. Watch the ads, clip 
the coupons every month for better 
ways to a more beautiful garden. 


MARCH 1955 


- 
| 
| 








year. They are peculiar in that they 
like to be treated roughly after plant- 
ing. A snowstorm that would kill zin- 
nia seeds for example, is just what the 
Shirleys like. You can plant them in a 
February thaw and not worry about 
subsequent freezes. How they ever got 
the reputation for being frail is beyond 
me. They are truly dawn flowers, re- 
flecting the rosy hues of sunrise in their 
petals. In the very early morning, in 
the gray light, the plants show only 
fuzzy green buds. An hour later, spark- 
ling with dew, the poppy bed is a mass 
of bloom. 

Yes, I like my garden to bloom con- 
stantly from the first scilla in spring to 
the last chrysanthemum in the sad days 
of fall. But if I had to choose—if I 
had to—I think I'd choose my dainty 
little ballerina, the Shirley poppy.¢ 


LOSS OF TOPSOIL 


One of the most serious problems our 
country faces is the loss of its topsoil. 
The gardener faces this problem, too, 
though he is less apt to realize it be- 
cause he does not make his living from 
the land as does the farmer. 

Erosion may be caused by wind or 
water, but that caused by water is more 
important to the gardener. When a rain- 
drop falls, it detaches soil particles, 
tends to compact the soil and destroy 
its granular structure and moves the 
soil. When the water runs off, par- 
ticularly down a slope, the water gains 
momentum, and carries the loose top- 
soil away. Several wise gardening prac- 
tices will prevent erosion. One practice 
is to always keep the soil covered—with 
a cover crop in the winter and with 
plants and a mulch during the rest of 
the year. When gardening on a slope, 
plant in rows across the slope. If the 
runoff problem is severe, sow narrow 
strips of grass across the slope. This 
will stop the flow of water. 


a 


‘*BACTI-VATED’’ 


MICAIGAN 
PEAT 


Nature's ORGANIC 
Soil Builder 


on LAWNS, ROSES, 
AZALEAS. Finely 
ground, for top dress- 
ing. Pure peat—makes 
top soil out of subsoil. 
Combines benefits of 
peat moss and humus. 
Binds sandy, loosens 
clay soils, enriches 
NATURE'S WAY. At 
Hardware, Garden, 
Dept. stores. Free 
booklet. 





AFRICAN VIOLET.& 
POTTING SOILS for 
HOUSE PLANTS AT 
CHAIN, VARIETY AND 
HARDWARE STORES 


MICHIGAN 
PEAT, INC. 


67 West 44 St. 
New York 





’ a This Month Only! 
rece 


SCARLET 
FIRETHORN 


(Pyracantha) 


Makes your home grounds 
blaze all through autumn 
and winter. No other shrub 
provides as much vivid color 
from orange-red berries that are borne in greatest 
profusion. Foliage evergreen or nearly so. 
Our plants are the rugged Coccinea type 
est of the firethorns. Parent plants 
15° below zero 
Use as a wall shrub (will 
hedging or as a specimen 
Sturdy, dense, field-grown plants, 15-18 in.—old 
enough to fruit first season after planting. 


Regular price $3.25 
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
$1.79 ea. prepaid; 3 or more $1.65 ea. 


5 hardi 
have endured 


endure much sun), for 


You must ee delighted with shipment or 
mmediate refund. 


FORREST KEELING NURSERY 
ELSBERRY 19, MO. 


yy 








FREE CATALOGUE 
HARDY PLANTS 


New and Rare Alpines for the 
Rock Garden, Hardy Chrysan- 
themums, Hardy Phlox, Pacific 
Giant Delphiniums, Wild Flow- 
ers, Kitchen Herbs, Miniature 
Bulbs for the Rock Garden and 
many others. 


N. A. HALLAUER 


R. 3 Webster, New York 











Gardening 
in God's Way 


Gorgeous flowers, sound and wholesome fruits and 
vegetables grow best in clean, natural, vital soil. 
Send your name and address for FREE 32-page book- 
let GARDENING IN GOD'S WAY and series of explana- 
| tory bulletins about easy, new, tested method of 
| building natural soil fertility with ACTUMUS. Better 
| gardens with less work. 
| No obligation; mail postcard TODAY. 


| BURKLEIGH CO., Dept. 371, Towson, Maryland 
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Gill's Special Nantes Carrots 


GILL’S SPECIAL 
VEGETABLE COLLECTION 


Eight special varieties from Gill Bros. 
Seed Co. These outstanding vegetables 
are among our most a sellers. 
Worth $1.20 at regular prices... post- 
paid for 75c. Reg. Price 
BEANS, Gill's De Ricious Glant..cscococe « 15 
BEET, Gardener's Model .........ccceee s 15 5 
CARROT, Gill's Special Nantes E 
CORN, Gill's Improved Golden Bantam .15 
CUCUMBER, Colonial .. 5 
LETTUCE, Early Great Lakes a ee ae E 
MUSKMELON, Oregon Delicious ...... .1 
SQUASH, Sweet Meat ..cccccccccccccces « 1 


Worth $1.20—sent postpaid for 75¢ 


Gill's Improved ‘‘Never Before” Marigold 
ANNUAL FLOWER COLLECTION 


Six regular size packets...worth $1.15 
sent postpaid for only 65c. 
ASTER, Super Giant Mixed 
COSMOS, Fiesta .. 
MARIGOLD, Never ‘Be fore 
SALPIGLOSSIS, Large Flowering 
Mixed 
SNAPDRAGON, Maximum Mixed 
ZINNIA, Mammoth Dahlia Mixed ..... E 
Save 50c...$1.15 value sent ppd. for 65. 


Send for FREE copy BIG NEW 1955 Catalog 


GILL BROS. SEED CO. 


Dept. FG, Montavilla Station 
PORTLAND 16, OREGON 


Reg. Price 
20 











Adventures in 
gardening .... 


lie before you in reading 
and ordering from the many in- 
teresting advertisements which 
appear in the classified section of 
Flower Grower. Every month, go 
browsing for new and interesting 
plants in the classified columns of 
Flower Grower! 
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| Vegetables out- 


of-the-ordinary 


| Early Purple-head Cauliflower 


@I am not sufficiently expert to tell where 
cauliflower-headed broccoli leaves off and 
cauliflower commences, so I may not 
know what I am talking about when | 
approach the new EarRLy PURPLE-HEAD 
cauliflower. We have, however, grown 
several cauliflower-headed broccoli from 
English sources and find them easier to 
grow than cauliflower; yet they have the 
cauliflower flavor. The purple-sprouting 
broccoli are the hardiest of their kind. 
Putting all this together, I am of the 
opinion that American gardeners will find 
the new EaRLY PURPLE-HEAD cauliflower, 


which Vaughan (Chicago & New York) 
is featuring this year, of much value. Al- 
though it carries the name cauliflower, 
it is said to have the flavor of broccoli 
and to make a large head. I suspect that 
we have a treat in store. 


Watermelon Golden Honey 
Cream 


e@ If you can overcome the natural preju- 
dice against yellow-fleshed watermelons, 
you will no doubt find a pleasant surprise 
in the new GOLDEN HONEY CREAM, which 
L. L. Olds Seed Co., Madison, Wisconsin, 
is introducing this year. We long ago 
overcame our bias against yellow and 
cream when we found a wonderfully sweet, 
cream-colored Japanese variety, so we are 
looking forward to GOLDEN HONEY 
CreEAM. It is said to mature in eighty- 
nine days, which is the same as the older 
GOLDEN HONEY. 





Hibiscus North and South 


@ if you Northern gardeners think 
the tropical hibiscus shown in color 
on page 121 looks like the mallows 
you may be growing in your peren- 
nial garden, you're right, of course. 
Both are in the genus Hibiscus but 
differ in that the tropical plant (H. 
rosa-sinensis) is a shrub up to 30 
feet while the garden mallow (H 
moscheutos) is herbaceous, that is, 
its stems die to the ground each year. 
Still another hibiscus is rose-of- 
Sharon, a popular shrub in the 
North. 
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Mum Sale 


PLANT EARLY 
GET BUSHELS OF 
BLOOMS THIS YEAR 


8 CUSHIONS . 


Dwarf, early, hardy; 8 


Blooms June to frost 


5 for CUTTING J") $1 


Fully double, hardy, long-stemmed kinds, 
best for cutting; 1 each red, pink, white, 


bronze, yellow 
3 GIANT FLOWERED. 1 


— red, yellow, white, 4”-6” 
Spectacular hardy mums of greenhouse size. 


SPECIAL! 17 for $2 
ALL 16 OF ABOVE plus one grand new red 
mum STOPLIGHT, sent for two $! bills. 
Ready now; sent when you say. Postpaid . 
ROCKNOLL Dept. 15 MORROW, OHI 
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lovely colors. 
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HEAVY BEARING, FAST GROWING 


BLUEBERRIES 


Certified, early, mid- 
season, late varie- 
ties. FREE LITER- 
ATURE. Whole- 
salers, write for 

prices. 


GALLETTA BROS. 


Hammonton, N. J. Largest in N.J. 


SE EDcra 


World’s Most Beautiful Seed Catalog 


Geo J. Ball, Inc., for many years one of 
world’s largest florist flower seed suppliers, 
sents an entirely new kind of seed 
featuring: 


153 Chew Rd 





the 
pre- 
catalog, 


@ Authentic color illustrations printed by 
Swiss craftsmen in Switzerland by a 
gravure process to insure maximum 
and detail. 


A complete 


master 
special 
beauty 


list of important recently de- 
veloped Fi Hybrid Petunias and other truly 
modern annual strains—plus a special page of 
colorful shade-adapted annuals. 


A special list of plants suited to home green- 
house culture—pot plants and cut flowers. 


Send 25¢ for your copy today. 


FREE: For home gardeners who would like 
8 to “brush up’’ on fundamentals of 
gardening, our head grower has prepared a valu- 
able information booklet—SEED-craft Manual— 
sent free with each copy of SEED-craft 





GEO. J. BALL, INC. 
Dept. F3, West Chicago, Illinois 


I enclose 25¢. Pleas 
eraft plus SEEDer: 


end immediately a copy of SEED- 
aft Manual, 


NAME (Please Print 


STREET ... 


CITY & STATE 


FLOWER GROWER 





youn, BE LUCKY to Ger 


YOUR POWER 
EQUIPMENT 





DO IT 
YOURSELF! 


SAVE 60% 
on 


QUALITY PLANT MATERIAL 


* Azaleas ¢ Holly 
* Rhododendron e Yews 
¢ Chrysanthemums 
Many other evergreens, trees, and shrubs 


Send for Free Catalog 


TEN OAKS Sxnoens, ie. DEPT. B 


Clarksville, 
Maryland 
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RARE, EXCITINGLY EXOTIC 


Steyermark 


TRADE MARK 


MAYAN FIRE PLANT 


Colmunea Crassifolia (C. Stenophy!ia) 


—from the slopes of Guatemalan Volcanoes comes this 
refreshingly new plant to grace your hom 

With its unique fire red blossom set in lustrous green 
foliage, this plant offers a rare treat in color and 
character contrast. 

YOU will want to be the first to obtain this rare 
outstanding plant, available about January 15, 1955. 
— A Vigorous Young Plant Shipped Postpaid $2.75 — 
Enclose Check or Money Order (No Stamps Please) To- 

EXOTIC and NATIVE PLANT GUILD 
P.0. Box 100 . Addison, IIlinois 
SPECIAL—For $1.00 additional we will ship postpaid 
sufficient specially prepared compost for potting your 





| grow long, straight carrots. 
a foot deep the full length of your car- | 














OF SIX 


Ruffled Crispa, Multifiowered Pendula, 
Mottled Marmorata in vivid, colorful 
Crimsons, Yellows, Reds, White, Pink 
and Apricot. 


Steyermark MAYAN FIRE PLANT 
ALL DIFFERENT 
For the 
SAMPLER COLLECTION Includes six 
of the above ‘‘Ready-to-Grow”’ Tubers. 


Samp Beautiful 
U EROU Show Spot 
EGONIAS 2: 

Garden 
Each labeled 
Sent postpaid. ——— $195 
Ft ng . follow instructions included 


Carnation Flowered, Double Camellia, 
‘ders—Postal Charges Collect 


Two-Tone Picotee, Rosebud, Crested, 
HAROLD LYKE Gibsonia, Pa. 








| this means the soil is 
true? 
| The presence of moss on a soil indi- | 
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Midget Watermelon 


@ Small size in a watermelon has no vir- 
tue, so far as I can see, except to make 
refrigerator storage easier. And of course 
that is a great advantage in modern house- 
holds. So when we get a watermelon about 
the size of a grapefruit which has, at the 
same time, high quality and early ma- 
turity, we have something of much value 
to the home garden. And that we have 
in the All-America gold medal winner of 
1951, MIDGET watermelon. Most seeds- 
men now have it. Last year mine came 
from Oscar H. Will & Co., Bismarck, 
North Dakota. 


Lettuce Mignonette 


@ | awakened in the middle of the night 
last night and the first thing that came to 
mind was MIGNONETTE lettuce, so I formu- 
lated a note about it for the Out-of-the- 
Ordinary column. This is the result: As 
far back as 1917, I find that Rockwell, 
in his Around the Year in the Garden, 
remarks that “it makes a very solid head, 
deliciously sweet and tender.” And long 
before that (1897 to be exact) I find 
Henderson’s catalog featuring it as the 
finest head lettuce to date. 
added that we, 
sidered it for close to half a century the 
top quality kind for frame culture in spring, 
you may know that it is good. Others must 
not hold it in such high esteem, for I have 
not been able to locate it for two or three 
years. I have been telling you for more 
than twenty years where to get out-of-the- 
ordinary things. Will you help me out 
now?—C. W. Woop 


FOR LONG, STRAIGHT CARROTS 


Even if your soil is rocky you can 
Dig a trench 


rot row and remove all the stones from | 
Then mix in sand and peat- | 


the soil. 
moss with the soil when you fill the 
trench. Sow your seeds over this filled 
trench and you'll have the best carrots 
you've ever grown. 


MOSS ON SOIL 

Just what does the presence of moss 
in a lawn indicate? 
“sour.” 


cates that the soil may be starving, 


poorly-drained or merely always shaded | 
By the way, the | 
incorrect term to | 


from the sunlight. 
word “sour” is an 
apply to soils. 





When it is | 
in this garden, have con- | 





Many people say | 
Is_ this | 


A HAPPY 
COMBINATION 


..for your garden 


planter or patio. 


A group of Clarke’s Polyanthus Primroses accented 
by magnificent Pay Dirt and our new Blue Knight 
pansies. A dozen plants of each of the above three 
$7.00 ppd. 200 Seeds of each of the three $4.00. 
Send for our new ‘55 catalog 
and pansies, 
their use 


—in color—of primroses 
seed and plants, with suggestions for 


THE CLARKES, Box 440-F, Clackamas, Oregon 





How to 
KNOW MORE ABOUT 


AZALEAS 


The AZALEA HANDBOOK, published by 
the American Horticultural Society, tells 
about culture, varieties, identification, ene- 
mies, propagation, hardiness, soils. and 
mulches, growth factors, etc. 

Clearly written by 
nized experts. Concise. Interesting 
fully and extensively illustrated. 
160 pages. Limited edition. While they last 
you can order direct, $3 postpaid, from: 


The AMERICAN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
1600 Bladensburg Road, N.E., Washington 2, D. C. 


internationally recog- 
Beauti- 


Contains 


CHRYSANTH EMUMS 


FINEST QUALITY 
Well-Rooted 
Healthy Plants 


NEWEST VARIETIES 


Our specialty, Field-grown 

stock exclusively. FRCE 

CATALOG has color illus- 

trations and general cul- 

tural instructions. It de- 

scribes over 300 varieties— 
spider, large flowering exhibition, commercial, cas- 
cade and hardy types, also Holland, Australian and 
English varieties. 


Send today for FREE 1955 CATALOG 


BLANCHARD GARDENS 


503 S. Walnut San Dimas, California 





NOTHING GROWS HOUSE PLANTS 





Feed a Plant in 3 Seconds 
One Feeding Lasts a Month 
NO MESSY MIXING 
See Your Dealer or Write Direct 
ROBERT C. BYERS, INC. 
6750 Dix Hwy. @ Detroit 9, Mich. 





NO MORE MOLES 


Kill all in-the-soil insects with Fumi- -Soil 
psules. A simple safe meth 
200 Fumi-Soil Capsules only $4. 29. 
Directions enclosed. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
FREE Catalog on request. 


Pe tie PRODUCTS CO. 
NARBERTH 3, PA. 











151 





10 TIMES FASTER 
THAN RAKE AND HOE! 


Grow better crops, 
have more fun, 
save gardening 
work! 40 rotating 
hoe points, scuffle 
knife, and 5 culti- 
vator teeth kill 
weeds, mulch soil, 
make extra-fine 
seed beds. “Every 
tooth in every 
blade digs the soil 
like aspade.”’ Easy | 
as mowing a lawn, 
RO-HO GAR- 
DENER works as 
you walk. 
Write for FREE Folder 


ROWE MFG. CO. 


1251 Adams St., Galesburg, lil. 





The Merion Bluegrass Lawn at Moreton Farm 


HARRIS’ PRICES ARE LOWER 
On Merion Bluegrass 


The sensational new grass that: 
Makes’ a low, thick-spreading growth. 
Has rich, dark green color. 

Stands close cutting. 

Makes deep-rooted vigorous growth result- 
ing in a well-knit sod that resists weed 
and crab grass invasion. Tolerates 
drought and disease. 


PRICES (One pound sows 750 sq. ft.) 

MERION BLUEGRASS—1 Ib. $3.75; 2 
Ibs. $7.40; 5 Ibs. $18.25; 10 Ibs. 
$36.00 postpaid. 

MERION BLEND—(A mixture containing 
55% Merion Bluegrass; 25% Illahee 
Fescue; 20% Highland Bent) 

1 th. $2.55; 2 Ibs. $5.00; 5 Ibs. $12.25; 
10 Ibs. $24.00 postpaid. 


Send for Our Free Catalog of vegetables, 
flowers and grass seed. 


JOSEPH HARRIS CO., INC. 
57 Moreton Farm Rochester 11, N. Y. 

















30 of the finest Daylilies in America listed 
with complete descriptions. 35 of the newest 
varieties illustrated in full color... including 
the new frosty pink “Evelyn Claar.” An 
easy-to-grow perennial, plant this spring and 
you will be thriled with flowers this summer. 
Schreiner’s Daylily Book is brimful of infor- 
mation on the newest in daylilies... PLUS 
thrifty money-saving collections. Send 25¢ 
for your copy today! 


SCHREINER’S GARDENS 
Rt. 2, Box 327-W, Salem, Oregon 
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Five Favorite Perennials 


[FROM PAGE 98} 

Early: Dr. Regel, deep yellow; Flava, 
fragrant lemon-yellow; Buckeye, 
red-eyed orange; Patricia, lovely 
pale yellow; Serenade, tall yellow 
with pink flush. 

Mid-season: Linda, yellow-red_ bi- 
color; Duchess of Windsor, cream 
with rose-tinted throat; Hyperion, 
canary yellow; Mrs. Hugh John- 
son, rich red; Honey Redhead, 
blood red; Haile Selassie, deep 

purplish maroon with yellow 
throat; Potentate, purple; Princess, 
pale yellow; Purple Waters, wine 
red. 

Late: August Orange; Boutonniere, 
small yellow and rosy peach bi- 
color; Dominion, deep yellow; Gay 
Day, bright yellow; Mikado, 
orange with mahogany-red throat; 
Sampson, coppery orange with 
mahogany-red eye. 


Delphinium 


The tall graceful flower spires of 
delphinium supply for the garden shades 
of blue which are unrivalled and which 
are found, in fact, in very few other 
plants. One very popular strain of del- 
phinium is listed as Summer Skies, and 
few flower varieties have been so ap- 
propriately named. The delphinium 
is one of the very few modern perennial 
plants which can easily be grown from 
seed. What is more, there is oppor- 
tunity for amateur hybridists to develop 
new varieties. For instance, even 
though true blue colors in delphinium 
should satisfy any gardener, the trend 
now is to the development of good pinks 
as well as reds. The very active 
American Delphinium Society is a 
mecca for delphinium lovers and for 
amateur and professional breeders alike. 
COMMON NAME: Delphinium, larkspur 
BOTANICAL NAME: Delphinium hybrid- 

um (del-fin’-ee-um’ high—brid- 
um) 

D. grandiflorum (chinense) (grand- 

dif-flor’-um, chi-nen’-see ) 

D. belladonna (bell-luh-don’-na) 

D. bellamosum (bell-luh-moh’-sum ) 
HEIGHT: Garden hybrids, 4 to 6 feet; 
dwarf (D. grandiflorum), 12 to 18 
inches; D. belladonna and D. bellamo- 
sum, 3 to 4 feet. 

PLANTING DISTANCE: Garden hybrids, 
142 to 2 feet; dwarf, 8 to 12 inches; 
belladonna and bellamosum, 12 inches. 
FLOWERS: Individual spurred florets are 
carried on spikes of many blooms, tow- 
ering and massive in the large hybrids, 
but often dainty and short as in the low- 
growing chinense varieties. Best colors 
are the light and deep blues of every 
shade, but there are white, lavender, 
purple, mauve, and near-pink varieties. 
In many, the center of the individual 
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BELLS 
of 
IRELAND 


(Molucella Laevis) 


GREEN 
FLOWERS 


Beautiful spikes of green Bells with small 
pink and lavender tipped flowers in each bell. 
Sturdy stems in length over two feet. 

One of the finest annual cut flowers with 
long-lasting durability. 

We grow our own seed in the Rio Grande 
Valley of Texas. Directions on each package 
of seeds. 


25¢ per package; 5 packages $1.00 ppd. 


HARRELL’S FLOWERS 
BOX 69, DEPT. F PHARR, TEXAS 











New Interlaken SEEDLESS 3etter 
than California, Deliciously sweet, fine 
flavored. Entirely seedless. Very early. 
Ripens August 15. N. Y. Exp. Sta. 
origin. $1.75 each, 2 for $3.25 Post- 
paid. Also other new grape varieties. 


ey O WARE FRUIT TREES 


O03 Ideal for home gardens, full size 
fruit in little space, bear 2nd or 
3rd year Also berries, small 
fruits, new shade t 
mentals, roses 


orna- 


rees 


New Hardy English walnut. Carpathian 
strain. Rapid grower, bears early, very 
productive, beautiful tree. Also 
Chinese chestnut. 


All stock guaranteed. CATALOG FREE 


J. E. MILLER NURSERIES 


shade 


543 West Lake Rd. Canandaigua, N. Y. 


TIGRIDIA — a bulb plant) 
You have never seen anything 
like this new Salzer gorgeous 
garden orchid. Sensationally 

different. You wouldn't be- 
lieve a flower could be so 
beautiful until you see it. 
Flowers are deep orange 
shading to pink and white, 
te saffron and ruby red, mot- 
tled and tigered maroon. 
Send for FREE seed 
and nursery catalog. 
SALZER SEED COMPANY, 


Our 87th Year 


y St, LaCrosse, Wisconsin 


PI VV VV VV VV Vm 
P. J. McKENNA Offers Lecture 
Courses, Demonstrations in 


% Landscaping 
% Practical Horticulture 
* Horticultural Judging 


P. J. McKENNA 
Staff Horticulturist 
Flower Grower Magazine 
2251 Quimby Ave. 
New York 72, N. Y. 
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FLOWER GROWER 





BETTER COMPOST 
BETTER ‘SOIL 


r Flower 





Science-discovery, ActivO—Nature’s own 
dynamic organisms, enzymes, vita 
biotics and hormones—turns sawdust, leaves, 
garbage and other wastes into richest soil- 
building fertilizer-humus. . . . Makes chemi- 
cal fertilizer more efficient. . Puts life and 

vitality into soils, mulches, chick 
litter, 
1025, for treating 200-500 
+ $I, No. 1030, for 1200-2400 
$2.95. Satisfaction guaran- 
teed. SEARS ROEBUCK & 
Catalogs. Stores. (West 
only: Special unit, $1.29) 

















Golden Rule “Dahlias 
established in 1924 
New and standard exhibition varieties 
of all types. Send for our 31st Dahlia 
Book, ready in February. 


Golden Rule Dahlia Farm 
Route 2-F Lebanon, Ohio 


CHRYSANTHEMUM 
CATALOG 


Write for our 1955 
Catalog listing 600 
varieties of Chrysan- 
themums and Carna- 
tions. New introduc- 
tions and imports, 
Spiders, Exhibitions, 
Hardy Garden — 
ties, Cascades, 

colorfully tiustroted: 


SUNNYSLOPE GARDENS 


8632 Huntington Drive San Gabriel, Calif. 


| covered with soil. 





the perfect 
ground cover 
for banks and 


shady places 
100 Big Clumps $13.00 (1000, $98) 


For hard-to-mow places plant Myrtle (Vinca Minor), 
the sturdy, neat ground cover thot stays green all 
winter. Beautiful blue flowers in May. Resists insects 
and disease. Our big, heavy clumps with 12 or more 
stems can be plonted 2 ft. apart on level, 1% ft. 
on slopes. You cover large oreas for little money. 


DWARF FRUITS 


Apples Apricots Cherries 
Pears Peaches Plums 
Sig bearers—easy spray & pick 
2-year-old Any two $8.00 
3-year-old Any two $10.50 

KELSEY NURSERY SERVICE 
Dept. F-3 


© 


Highlands, N. J. 
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flower or floret, called a “bee,” is often 
white or creamy white. Some of the 
petals of a floret may be of a deeper 
or contrasting shade. 

BLOOMING PERIOD: Late spring or early 
summer is the best flowering time, but 
plants will bear some flowers all sum- 
mer, Often late into autumn. 

FOLIAGE VALUE: Mounds of dark green, 
divided leaves, especially attractive in 
the spring before flower stalks appear. 
After the first flowering period, del- 
phinium leaves go into a decline, and 
there may be an interval of several days 
before the new fresh green leaves begin 
to appear. Don’t cut old leaves back, 
though, until new growth is well along. 
BEST GROWING REGIONS: In_ general, 
delphiniums are more bothered by 
periods of hot, muggy weather than by 
excessive cold. Even so, there are few 
regions where they can’t be grown. For 
instance, in the Deep South delphiniums 
can be flowered if healthy, sturdy seed- 
lings are ordered from the North and 
set out in October. In regions where 
the existence of delphiniums seems 
fleeting at best, handle them as long- 
lived annuals or as biennials, and waste 
no tears if they insist on a short stay. 
PROPAGATION: Seed is by far the best 
method in this country, while divisions 
and even stem cuttings are used in Eng- 
land. Plant fresh seed, which should 
germinate in from ten to fifteen days. 
Old seed will take from fifteen to 
twenty-five days. If you sow seeds of 
the dwarf (chinense) type in early 
spring, you should have flowering 


| plants by early summer, while spring- 


sown seeds of even the Pacific Giants 
may give fall bloom. Midsummer- 
sown seed should give plants which 
will flower the next spring. 

PLANTING AND TRANSPLANTING: Del- 
phiniums have fibrous roots, and there- 


| fore are easy to transplant in any stage 


of growth. The main precaution to 
follow is to keep the crown of each 
plant level with the surface of the 
ground, rather than permitting it to be 
Plants in flower or 
bud can be moved if the root ball is 
dug carefully and watered well. When 
ordering plants from growers, almost 
any season will prove satisfactory, espe- 
cially if they are seedlings growing in 
individual plant bands or pots. 

CULTURE: Delphiniums need soil which 


| is well drained and of moderate fer- 


tility. When setting out plants, mix 
superphosphate liberally into the soil; 


| two good handsful per plant isn’t too 


much. Delphiniums need full sun but 
a soil which is slightly acid, slightly al- 
kaline, or neutral in reaction. If you’re 
growing delphinium, don’t throw lime 


| around the plants just because your 


neighbor said they needed a limey 
soil. Well-rotted manure, leafmold, de- 
hydrated manure, or peatmoss—which- 
ever is available—when mixed with the 





IPSWICH SEEDS 


Send for our special 


CENTENARY CATALOGUE 
Nearly 5,000 different kinds of flower 
seeds all fully described, including 
many colored illustrations. The largest 
collection in the world, almost a book 
of reference. 


Catalogue on application—25 cents 


THOMPSON & MORGAN 
(IPSWICH) LTD. 


Dept. FG Ipswich, England 











If replacing broken Springs Is 
a major expense in the upkeep 
and use of your machine, then 
it would be wise to INVESTI- 
GATE this Spring guard.* 
This spring guard is a protec- 
tive metal shoe which fits over 
the spring at the point of 
Greatest wear and takes the 
wear instead of the Spring. 
This shoe sells for less than 
half the price of a spring, 
yet will outlast several unpro- 
tected springs 


For further information or inquiry write to 
ROTO-SHOE—315 Station Ave. 


Indiana, Pennsylvania 
*Patent applied for—Dealer Inquiries Invited 





Your Lawn Can Look Like a 
Putting Green 

Greens Zephyr is an«easy to push putting 

green mower that gives a short, perfectly 

smooth 6” wide cut to lawns, golf and back- 

yard putting greens. Operates perfectly on 

Bent, Bermuda and all fine grasses. Ball 

bearings with Alemite fittings. 12 hardened 

Sheffield steel blades. Two section drive roller 

insures non-scuff turning. Speedy 

adjustment, height of cut—'4" 

to 114". Absolute tops in de- 

sign, materials, workmanship 

imported from England 

Service parts in stock. 

$95.00 f.0.b. Detroit 

Shipped Express collect 


Complete 
satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

Literature 
on request 


Hiram F. Godwin & Son 
Bent Grass and Golf Supplies for 35 Years 
22368 Grand River Ave., Detroit 19, Mich. 














TTT NOW FOR 
RAYNERS CATALOG 


IT’S FREE 

Tells all about our New 

Virus-Free STRAW- 

BERRY Plants founda- 

tion stock originally 

supplied by U. S. Dept. 

of Agriculture. For the 

reproduction of Bet- 

ter STRAWBERRY 

M\ Plants for the Ameri- 

can Farmer and 

Gardener. All heal- 

thy sure to grow 

stock. Also BLUE- 

BERRIES, RASPBERRIES, 

GRAPES, SHRUBS, FRUIT, 

NUT AND SHADE TREE ORNAMENTALS. 

Complete description and growing success 
information. Write today! 


RAYNER BROTHERS 
SALISBURY 92, MARYLAND 





This is the SECRET to almost 


1007 GERMINATION 
pose tee aye es 


La 


HORTICULTURAL MILLED 


SPHAGNUM 
MOSS 


Nature's Finest Growing 
Medium for All Types of 
SEEDS, BULBS, PLANTS 


Sphagnum Moss is highly recom- 
mended as an excellent growing 
medium by the U. S. Dept. of 
Agri. as well as hundreds of pro- 
fessional nuserymen everywhere. 


“NODAMPOFF” 

Is So Outstanding! 
@ Eliminates damping off 

and other plant diseases 


@ Assures almost 100% 
seed germination. 


Package of “Nodampoff” Moss 
will fill from 8 to 12 flower 
@ No over - watering dan- pots or several flats. 

ger 
Sample bag, shipped anywhere 
in continental United States 


$1.25 ms 


Two bushel sack, holding 
equivalent of 10 of above 
bags in volume, 


$4.85 postpaid 
Dealer a Invited 


teed by 


@ Grows tremendous roots. 


@ Growth can be hastened 
or retarded as needed 


7 yy fool-proof | 
almost a 
uccessful 


@rections A 





| fertilizer 


| which 





Grow two superb plants selected 
from the best award winning vari- 
eties. You will want more when you 
see these outstanding values. Order 
TODAY while our choicest plants are 
still available. 


R> FREE IRIS CATALOG—Over 40 color 

plates and complete descriptions 

from one of America’s best Iris 
collections. 


Iris growers since 1912 
Box 19-F Boulder, Colorado 
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SY 2. 
2 DISS 


SAY The hardy American Holly (Ilex 
Opaca) grows almost everywhere. 
Its green leaves and red berries 
add a brave, poy touch to your 
garden throu the winter. 
SPECIAL OFFER: 4 females (red 
berries) 2 males (for pollen) 
(from 3 in. pots) 


6 for 7.50 Postpaid 


ALSO LARGER: 12 fo, A poet, (4-inch pots) 1 male, 
2 KELSEY NUF 
Y NURSERY SERVICE 


Highlands, N. J. 


be! 


Dept. F-6 





GOLDEN RULE DAHLIAS 


established in 1924 
New and standard exhibition va- 
rieties of all types. Send for our 
31st Dahlia Book. 


GOLDEN RULE DAHLIA FARM 
Route 2F Lebanon, Ohio 


PPP PAPP PPP PPP PPP PPP 


4 
{ 
( 
( 
4 
( 
( 
4 








soil, will help the plants to thrive. In the 
spring, feed delphiniums with a com- 
mercial fertilizer. The  tall-growing 
varieties may need staking. After flow- 
ers begin to fade, cut back to leaf 
growth only (not to ground level) to 
prevent seed formation from debilitat- 


ing the plants—unless, of course, you | 
back old plant parts | 
completely when new growth from the | 
| crown starts and the old leaves begin 
to dry up. A second feeding of a com- | 
| mercial fertilizer 


want seed. Cut 


(follow 
directions) or a fish 
can be given when the second 
growth starts. 

PESTS: The two main scourges of del- 
phiniums are crown rot, a disease, and 
cyclamen mites, microscopic pests 
suck plant juices and cause 
stunted, blackened growth. If crown 
rot is present, you will soon know it. 
Overnight, mature, healthy plants will 
wilt, and in a day or so you will find 


er’s 


| that a gentle tug on the top growth will 
| easily part it from the roots, revealing 
| a mass of whitish threads in the soil 


around the roots. Attached to the 
threads will be tiny but easily discern- 
ible orange seedlike growths. Crown 
rot is hopeless—that is, once it has at- 
tacked a plant, there is no cure. You 
can keep this disease from spreading to 
other plants, though; destroy all parts 
of the plant attacked, including the 
roots, and do not put another delphin- 
ium in the same location, or at least not 
until after you have disinfected the 
soil with bichloride of mercury (mer- 
curic chloride and corrosive sublimate 
are two other names for the same 
product). Use two tablets of 7 grains 
to 1 quart of water. Cyclamen mites 
are a discouraging pest but far from 
hopeless. Spraying plants with an in- 
secticide such as Dimite, starting when 
new growth appears in the spring and 
thereafter as directed by the manufac- 
turer, will control these mites. You may 
be lucky enough never to be bothered 
by either of these pests. 

HOW TO USE: Delphiniums are the per- 
ennials supreme for the mixed border. 
Grow a few seedlings in the vegetable 
or cutting garden for flower arrange- 
ments indoors. 

BLOOMING COMPANIONS: Delphinium’s 
blues sail with Oriental poppies, peon- 
ies, daylilies, phlox, Shasta daisies, 
Thalictrum glaucum (a too-little-grown 
perennial with mists of lemon-yellow 
bloom in early summer), bearded iris, 
salmon beebalm (Monarda), regal and 
madonna lilies. The lower-growing del- 
phiniums contrast well with sweet Wil- 
liam, the various garden pinks and car- 
nations, and many annuals such as 
zinnias, marigolds and cleome (the 
pink-flowered “spider plant” which 
blooms abundantly all summer). Both 
the Pacific Hybrids, which are very tall, 
and the less towering belladonna and 
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Grow plants with ease—use 


TOM THUMB 


FLATS anv 
VITA-PLANT BANDS 


Nourish new plants, prevent root shock when transplant- 
ing. Gain 1 to 3 weeks’ growing time. Complete instruc- 
tions for starting plonts. Fiat and 12 bands, containing 
balanced plant food, 30 cents. Five for $1.25 — 10 for 
$2.00 postpaid. 


SNAPDRAGON GARDEN 
Beoutiful tall spikes of rust-resistant 
snapdragons. One full-size packet of 
each of following colors: rose, white, 
pink, crimson, yellow, cherry. All 

6 packets, postpaid - - - " 
Send today for your 2s5¢ 
FREE SEED CATALOG 
Our 68th year—Big FREE 80-page 
catalog features many new items in- 
cluding New Dwarf Sweet Pea. 
“Sweetheart’’ — grows only 10 
inches tall, pocket 45¢; Wisconsin 
Golden 900 Hybrid Sweet Corn, 
15¢ pkt., 2 pkts. 25¢; Bells of 
Ireland, 20¢ pkt., 2 pkts, 35¢, P 

Order now — Dept. 12 





The first 
New Idea in 


PRUNER S| 
in years 


It’s the ALL-NEW Porter 13S 
Two-Hand Pruner whic 
uses the power of BOTH 
hands to make work easier 
for both Mr. and Mrs. It’s the 

ONE Pruner that does ALL 
your light pruning and does it 
easier and quicker. 


Look at these special features- 


no other Pruner has them! 
Longer handles — to increase 
cutting power, lessen arm 
strain, reduce reaching, and 
eliminate scratched hands. 
Close cutting blades — stay sharp longer 
and make clean cuts that heal quickly. 
Cushion Comfort Grips — to prevent 
blisters, aching hands and wrists. 
Handsomely packaged — to answer your 
— to und gift problems. 

ength 13” Weight 15 oz. 


SEE IT AT YOUR DEALER'S. if 
he can’t supply send us check for 
$4.95 and we'll ship prepaid. 

Send for Complete Porter Pruner 
Catalog which includes the Famous 
Forester heavy duty Brush Cutter. 


H. K. PORTER, INC. Somerville 43, Mass. 
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NOW just spray or 
wipe folidge en 
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for POTTED PLANTS 


Leaf Cleaner and GLOSS 

At your FLORIST New beauty treatment for 
or Garden ~ ply foliage plants. Cleans in- 
stantly and creates a bril- 

oz, bot liant, lasting duster. Try 

© sprayer top20c; 3202. Cine OW. You'll 


2. 
272" {t,o BLORALIFE, Inc. 
$ direct, ppd... Felder Mie of FloralifeCut- Flow er Food 
e sent FREE. 1433 S.WabashAve., Chicago 5 
TEYTTYTTTITITI LITT 





Senator Dunlap 


Mest Popular ~The Old Reliable 
Largest of June-bearing va- 
rieties. Good canner. Dark 
red fruit. Sweet and juicy. 
Large size plants always 


produce os crops. c.0.D.'s 
please! hy Gueren- 
teed. Order today 

and we will include FREE 
seed & nursery catalog 


R. H. SHUMWAY Seedsman, Dept. i368, Rockford, Illinois 


FLOWER GROWER 





bellamosum and chinense types are most 
effective with roses, both the hybrid 
teas and floribundas as well as climb- 
ers. Delphiniums reach the peak of 
bloom at the same time as roses, and 
thereafter have some flowers to keep 
the intermittent blooms of the roses 
good company. 

GOOD VARIETIES: Giant Pacific Hybrids 
(Frank Reinelt), available both as 
seeds or seedling plants from most nur- 
serymen and seed houses. Among Eng- 
lish strains are the Wrexham and the 
Blackmore and Langdon mixtures, both 
of which can be obtained from the bet- 
ter seed houses. The Northern New 
York State delphiniums (Jackson and 
Perkins) are not quite as tall as the 
Pacific Hybrids. They can be found 
listed as plants only. 

For cutting and general garden grace, 
grow Delphinium belladonna and bella- 
mosum. The latter is sky blue and the 
former dark blue. Both are easy to 
grow from seed—or buy plants, if you 
prefer. They often prove to be very 
long-lived. 

Of even greater delicacy are the var- 
ious types of D. grandiflorum, some- 
times listed as D. pumilum or D. chin- 
ense in catalogues. Consult your favor- 
ite seed catalogues. 


Try Lupines from Seed 


The sturdy yet graceful, tapering 
spires of lupine should be in every gar- 
den, but sad to say, they apparently 
can’t be grown successfully by every- 
one. Some growers say that soil is 
the key to success with lupines; others, 
that it is climate. But the one thing 
everyone is in agreement on is their 
beauty! As a packet of lupine seeds 
cost so little, every gardener can afford 
to try them, and chances are that the 
try will be successful. 

COMMON NAME: Lupine 

BOTANICAL NAME: Lupinus polyphyllus 
(loo-pye’-nus pol-if-fill’-us ) 

HEIGHT OF PLANT: 3 to 5 feet 
PLANTING DISTANCE: About 12 inches 
FLOWERS: Solid-color spikes in purple- 
blue, white, or rose; the Russell strain 
includes solid maroon, cream, yellow, 
red, blue, purple and bicolor combina- 
tions of these. 

BLOOMING PERIOD: Early summer; this 
blooming is sometimes followed by a 
late-summer second flowering. 

FOLIAGE VALUE: The gray-green or dark 
green leaves are attractive in spring and 
early summer, but do not have much 
general garden value. 

BEST GROWING REGIONS: Wherever there 
is plenty of moisture in the atmosphere 
during the growing season. Coolness 
seems to be an important factor also. 
New Englanders and gardeners along 
either seacoast where cool nights and 
ample atmospheric moisture are the 
rule, can grow lupines. If your sum- 
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| My check payabl 


| is enclosed 


—— Double Occupancy, each $21.00 
j— Single Occupancy, 





To See and Remember 


One of the famous restored eighteenth century gardens to 
be seen at Williamsburg, Virginia, during the Eighth Annual 
Garden Symposium, which is sponsored there each spring by 


Flower Grower Magazine and Colonial Williamsburg. 


Two similar sessions will feature outstanding garden author- 
The 
9th 


-on March 


functions. 
held March 


through 11th; the second—‘Living With Gardens’’- 


ities, tours of gardens, exhibits, and social 


first—‘‘Future Garden Trends’—will be 


15th through 18th. 


The registration fee is $15.00 and should be sent with the 
letter specifying the session selected. Or write today to Mrs, 
Alma Lee Rowe, registrar, at the Goodwin Building, Williams- 


burg, Virginia, for further information and reservations. 


HERE’S YOUR GARDEN SYMPOSIUM 
ADVANCE REGISTRATION FORM 


| Mrs. Alma Lee Rowe, Registrar, Garden Symposium 
| Goodwin Building, Williamsburg, Virginia 


Please register me for the session I have checked : 
FIRST SESSION, March 9-11 SECOND SESSION, March 15-18 

e to Colonial Williamsburg, covering the $15.00 registration fee for each person registered, 

Please register me also for the following accommodations (for three days) 

WILLIAMSBURG INN & GUEST HOUSES WILLIAMSBURG LODGE & TAVERNS 

Double Occupancy, each $13.50 

each $24.00 —— Single Occupancy, each $15.00 

These rates are based on the European Plan. 4 


I expect to arrive at o'clock on 


I expect to share a room with 


TOWN 








O ua mers are plagued by hot, drying winds, 
WOW: It’s EASY To pass up lupines and grow the tough but 
REMOVE STUMPS & somewhat similar baptisia, or false in- Holl 
a 9 D digo, which resembles lupine in appear- y 
With “MAGIC” ance, and blooms at the same time; in 


a 

—F ie 
STUMP REMOVER 4 color, however, it is restricted to pur- REE BOOKLET AND LIST 
ple-blue. EARLE DILATUSH—Robbinsville, N. J. 


PROPAGATION: You can order young 
No Blasting! 


Mad EAS SG plants from nurseries to be planted in 
All you do ispour “Magic” “ easy ro use! early fall (preferably) or early spring. 
Stump Remover—a new, Saves Time.Money! y (p y) y spring 
quick-acting chemical compound — into hole Or you can easily grow your own from — 
drilled in center of stump. Wood fibres soon eseds. stesting in eocins or late sum- SOLUBLE PLANT FOOD. COMPLETE AYO 
pom t= tips, making removal ‘ %» Ss £ pr 5 ™ in Sol Water aan 
easy... even for women and youngsters! mer. Soak the seeds in water overnight Simply disselve ond water all your house 
SPECIAL TRIAL coven: 8-oz. Can (enough for 4 = 5 . glnstn, guvden Ghueis, vagitabies, shes 
one stump)—$1.50; 16-oz. —$2.50; ; Bibs. $5.00. and inoculate them before planting with Sod lawn. Feeds instmly. dealer cam 
Se 1 Pi t sta ‘ es as. ainieenitle * nd 
Send ne Stenmust Wak codes ten pont mid de ie Legume-Aid (or a similar material), 
OY.) Ramaruenes Guatentener Say enyanss sold in all seed and hardware stores; 


FREE! ' Generen, Xp ay Ad me~ hi x h h of 
. new jut awn N £ > , 
fertilizer, with a , al Remover ordet. this treatment improves the growt 0 ORNAMENTAL TREES and SHRUBS . 


H. D. CAMPBELL L CO., Rochelle 34, mu. all plants in the pea family. Transplant | it Bd FRUIT TREES and ROSES for une, 
— the young seedlings with great care as We, tien in your garden — deseiibed on 
> vy illustrated in our 32-page color catalog 
Ss : t/ | soon as they have formed true leaves; y MB for modern gardeners Send for a copy 
heCca ’ lupines are likely to resent being moved, [ today before you buy. 
a TeT ah. me :ied a cele), so the earlier the transplanting is done, O oePT.F =—«aRTE.1 
| the better. HILLSBORO, OREGON 
10 oe pang PLANTING AND TRANSPLANTING: If you 
have an established clump of lupine, 
ONLY 
00 paia | | think twice before moving it! Then do 
A favorite for stately bor- | the lifting in the fall, disturbing the tap 
ders, hedges, or as individ- roots as little as possible. In replanting, 
val specimen plants, and be sure the crown—the point at which 
only 40c each. Packed with . . . , : 

; the roots and tops meet—is level with 
roots wrapped in moss for ; : . _ : 
safe shipping. Order now! ie soil surface. Do not try to divide lupine 

clumps; it seldom succeeds. ‘ 
ASK FOR FREE CATALOG CUI vad Give lupines a deeply a 
of Sarcoxie Fruits, Trees, po SVS SS 8 COO pro MAN’ satagh too 
Flowers, Evergreens, . pared soil rich in dried cow manure or Mert 47 Pewee 
Vines, Roses. ote 10” high | rotted manure or compost; their loca- 
“In the Beautiful Ozarks” tion must be in full sun. If your soil rec wy 
a Me Seauitw Oseris is on the clayey side, you might mix naa pe O)/N xr 25 
SARCOXIE NURSERIES some coarse sand with the manure or RED CHIEF, LAVENDER BLUE ee 
WILD BROS. NURSERY CO compost to be added during soil prepa- stems. Separately labelled. Culture included, Send only 25c¢ 


. for 2, 50c for 4, $1 for 8 and Seed & Nursery Catalog. 

ration. As soon as the flowers start to | R.H. SHUMWAY Seedsman, Dept. 357, Rockford, Illinois 

DEPT. F-3 SARCOXIE, MO. | gente and before ecod fins & chance to ; a 
en caer e and before seed has a chance to | BUILD IT 


form, cut off the flowering stalk. Good 


/- LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR | drainage is essential, but so also is ample YOURSELF 


Make $20 to $60 @ day. Millions of new and old | | soil moisture during the growing season. | rg anya oy p tt vaeeng yy ae = 
Sree, itt aaetats Star agset | | PESTS: If aphids are noticed, use your | Pome’ But ten Suet erie marten 
and work into larger jobs. We show you how. Easy. | all-purpose spray or dust. AND INSTRUCTIONS for only $2.79 postpaid. 
cessful graduates. Write for FREE Book | HOW TO USE: In the mixed flower gar- | GARDEN THINGS 

ATEORA, LAMRSCAPE NeStITUTE den. The English like to plant lupines | ARLINGTON 1 VERMONT 


310 S. Robertson, Dept. F-35, Los Angeles 48. 
in solid beds, where they make a dra- 


gE Re G L 4 & of 4 VW Y matic display. This is a good possibility | PRAYING MANTIS EGG CASES 


senee 2 Uhen | in this country for sections where lu- 
HEAVY ROOTED, $ 00 





No Digging! No Chopping! 






































ELE XU 


Get America’s most beautiful lily 
catalog. An illustrated cultural 
handbook os nearly 200 

s. Send 25c for your 


CANBY, OREGON 


BOX F. 





























Mature Plants 

Will cover 100 sq. ft. Postpaid 

FREE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 
describing many choice varieties of colorful PERENNIALS , e Each GUARANTEED to hatch over 100 mantes, to 
FLOWERING SHRUBS, EVERGREENS, EVERGREEN W aterlily Gardens destroy insect pests as featured in articles in LIFP& 
GROUND COVERS. ROSES, FRUIT TREES, BERRY - THE AMERICAN magazines. $1. each, 6 for $5. ppd. 
BUSHES ete. carefully cultivated in our own nursery 3 ie . ‘i . Incl. instructions. Order now. (Free folder.) THE 

PROMPT, Dependable service always. | @ “Waterlilies for Everyone”, a fea- | | MANTIS MAN, RIVERHEAD, NEW YORK 
BONGARZONE BROS. NURSERY Dept. FM, Eatontown, N. J. | ture story in last month’s issue of 


D O G Z Oo F F FLOWER GROWER, has _ created THE WORLD'S FINEST 
quite a stir among readers judging 
from the comments heard over the RHODODENDRONS 
Protect your plants from dog nuisance past few weeks at _ horticultural HARDY DECIDUOUS AZALEAS 
se DOGZOFF gatherings. The color photographs, | Catalog describes and illustfates one of the nation’s larg- 


. " est collections of choice hybrids alf sizes. Larger plants 
the “At Your Dealers as well as the pictures on planting budded for spring bloom. Send 10¢ to cover mailing cost. 


3 oz. bottle 75¢ oz. aerosol dispenser $2.25 a water garden, taken by Louis B. IRVING B. LINCOLN 
BOHLENDER PLANT CHEMICALS, INC. Schlivek at the gardens of William 221 American Bk, Bldg. _ Portland 5, Oregon 
= 4 ~ oer T 
me es mes ers eel Tricker, Inc., Saddle River, N. J., 
seem to have spurred many gar- FREE ADVANCE COPY SPRING CATALOG 
ROCK PLANTS deners into planning a water garden | 48 illustrated pages of unusual and hard-to-find supplies, 
Get our handbook listing 700 varieties with complete 


. ° | equipment and accessories for African Violets, Gloxinias, 
of their own. The drawings by Geraniums, Azaleas, all greenhouse and indoor plants 
descriptions and cultural directions. Paper cover 50¢. 

Hard cover, plastic bound $1.00. Free price list on 














> = . 7 - - Everything from potting mixes and plant foods to large 
Allianora Rosse of ways to use tubs aluminum plant stands and fluorescent lighted plant carts. 
‘ ¢ > . , > ¢ 2 “e. Largest selection any catalog specializing in supplies for 
as garden pools were also well re indoor plants and greenhouse. Send now for your free copy. 


THE HOUSE PLANT CORNER 
Box 903 Mundelein, Ilinois 


now for delivery in April, No C.0.D.’s—Check with 
order 


ceived. 
MAYFAIR NURSERIES Box 87F, Hillsdale, New Jersey 
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request. 12 Lovely flowering plants for $3.85. Order 
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Sturdy Hardy Perennials | 


Strong well-rooted plants, packed to carry 
safely coast to coast, and then live, thrive 
and flower. Hundreds of kinds, unusual bulbs 
and hardy plants, in our New illustrated 
catalog. Ask for your copy. 
PEARCE SEED CO. 
Dept. Z 


| | Moorestown — New ay : 


ALASKA 
FISH FERTILIZER 


500% DOG AND CAT 
ORGANS, REPELLENT ADDED 
AUS NO FISH ODOR 


Alaska Fertilizer Co., Seattle, Wash 





<5 Founded 1876 
“if FREE CATALOG in full color. Tells 
how to make and plant a pool. Low Colif- 
SVA ornia Postpaid prices for big, vigorous, 


ae flowering winter-hardy Water Lily roots. 


All colors. Large selection. Special 
Tub Garden pool plants $3 pos todoy. 
JOHNSON WATER GARDENS, Box 12 Paramount, Calif. 


STEEL and ALUMINUM BUILDINGS 


EASY TO ERECT 
ook 


ke 
Sectional Buildings 
FOR ALL PURPOSES 
Shipped Anywhere 








JOHN COOPER CO. 203 oe Ween vi 


PETUNIAS 


WAVED and RUFFLED MIXED 











Plant & Nursery Catalog. 


R. H. SHUMWAY Seedsman, Dept. 364, Rockford, Iilinois 
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THOUSANDS are paid every year by growers, seedsmen, 

ccc. for new varieties. Learn Luther Burbank’s secrets, also 

latest methods. Pave the way to a fascinating, profitable 

hobby. No experience or costly equipment n: 

show you in concise, non- -technical form, how to produce 
“sports”, giant forms, required etc., without peisens, in a 


fraction of former time 
REE Write now for FRE Se sno Ascher Co., Dept. F-8 
Folder and hire | 200 Detroit Ave., Concord, i 


5 HARDY PHLOX ‘1 


FIVE DIFFERENT COLORS 
Guaranteed to Bloom This Summer 
A real bargain! Each a named variety—all labelled. 
Will produce beautiful 
Excellent for garden or borders. FREE catalogue. 
Full descriptions of our complete line of quatity 
nursery stock. 50 money-saving bargains. Write now. 
Ackerman Nurseries, 359 Lake St., Bridgman, Mich. 








ae NEW COLORS. NEW SEASONS. LARGE. 
SMALL. LOW. TALL. BLOOM SPRING TO FALL. 
DISEASE AND PEST FREE. HARDY, PERMANENT. 


BOOKLET | SEWD /0c FOR ILLUSTRATED BOOKLET OF 
10 WHEN~-HOW-WHERE-—WHICH. 


FARR NURSERY CO. 
MARCH 1955 


BOX 355 WOMELSDORE, PA. 





blooms June thru August. | 





pines are known to thrive; elsewhere, 
better try them on a smaller scale first. 
BLOOMING COMPANIONS: Lupines and 
Oriental poppies are ideal companions 
where flowering together in the early 
summer border. Lupines also contrast 
well with peonies, sweet William, and 
iris. 

RECOMMENDED VARIETIES: Reselected 
Russell lupines (available in seed from 
most seedsmen), or varieties of Lupinus 
polyphyllus. Seed can be purchased ac- 
cording to color, or in mixtures; the 
same is also true, of course, of plants. 


Oriental Poppies 


Every year the varieties of Oriental 
poppy get lovelier and more numerous. 


It used to be that gardeners planting | 


Oriental poppies had to take flaming 
reds and oranges or nothing, with the 
result that the garden would be a riot 
of color in the full meaning of the term, 
with the poppies jarring with the pink 
and rose peonies. Harmony can now 
reign, for you can select from any 
number of named varieties, some being 
in deep maroon or mahogany shades, 
while others are salmon, pink, or rose. 
There are also white varieties. 
COMMON NAME: Oriental Poppy 
BOTANICAL NAME: Papaver orientale 
(pap-pay’-ver or-ee-en-tay’-lee ) 

HEIGHT OF PLANTS: 3 to 4 feet 
PLANTING DISTANCE: 12 to 18 inches 
FLOWERS: Deep saucers, up to 6, 8, 
or even 10 inches across, with their 
own unique texture—the thin, delicate 
petals have a finish like crumpled, 
shiny silk. The colors match the form 
in beauty—pinks, salmons, reds, whites 
and some new deep shades. 

BLOOMING PERIOD: Late spring to early 
summer 


FOLIAGE VALUE: The foliage is of value 


only from spring to midsummer, when 
the plants go dormant and the foliage 
first turns brown and then dies back. 

BEST GROWING REGIONS: Oriental pop- 


pies are reliably winter hardy in cold | 
and are also popular in re- | 
gions with mild winters. However, they | 


regions, 


do not thrive where winters are warm 
and summers excessively dry. 

PROPAGATION: After a clump has been 
growing in the same place for three 
years or more, when the foliage has 
died down lift it, digging deeply, with 
a spading fork. The plant will have 
many fleshy roots, which can be cut 
apart with a sharp knife. Each division 
should contain a portion of the crown. 
However, a better plan than dividing 
is to make root cuttings—an easy pro- 
cedure with this plant for even a 
beginning gardener. With a knife cut 


the roots into pieces, each including a | 
about 3 inches long; for each | 
piece, make the cut nearest the top of | 
the plant straight across, and the cut 
Set the cuttings out | 


joint, 


below on a slant. 











SPIDERY 
FUJI 
MUMS 


Now you can grow these thrilling, long 
quilled mums in your own garden. Spe- 
cially priced in our beautiful 1955 co*alog. 
Nearly 100 mum varieties. Sove up to 
40% on our low priced collections. 52 
poges pocked with exciting flower, bulb, 
fruit, ond tree valves. All guoranteed Send for 


Write today. 
SPRING HILL NURSERIES, FREE 
BOOK 


Dept. D-42, Tipp City, Ohio 


RIDER'S 1955 CATALOG 


Strawberry Specialists 
“Since 1925” 
Send for big 32 page colored catalog featur- 
ing TOP NOTCH strawberry varieties, in- 
Brilliant, Vermillion, 
Red Rich, Superfection, and other outstand- 
ing varieties. Catalog also features outstand- 
ing Roses, Gladiolus, Shrubs, Fruit 
Vines, Bulbs, and Tubers. 


THE RIDER NURSERIES 


Department F 


cluding New Armore, 


trees, 


Farmington, lowa 


NATIONAL 


Chrysanthemum 
Society 
Inc. 


Membership $3.00 per year, includes: 

1, QUARTERLY BULLETINS—AIil the Iat- 
est information on mum growing 

2. BEGINNER’S HANDBOOK—A concise 
illustrated guide to chrysanthemum 
growing 

BEGINNERS HANDBOOK only. 

SHOW HANDBOOK only 

Show Handbook to members... 

Make checks payable to 


National Chrysanthemum Society, Inc. 
Dept. 4 


Dana B. Vincent, Membership Secretary 
3338 Comanche Road, Pittsburgh 34, Pa. 





. 50¢ 
.25¢ 








FENCE ‘EM IN OR OUT 
DECORATIVE 


Indian Cedar Fence, woven Cedar Fence, 
Ornamental Wood Fence, Post and Rail 
Fence, Hurdle Fence, Rustic Cedar Panel 
Fence, etc., also manufacture rustic fur- 
niture, bird houses and feeders. 


Send for illustrated folder and prices. 


LINCRAFT, INC. Dept. F3 


Burlington, N. J. 
P udley 6-0763 














TALL BEARDED IRIS 
JAPANESE HIGO, 
and SIBERIAN IRIS 
MODERN DAYLILIES 
Write for free catalog 


Kogueland Cardons ‘sreseae 


Grants Pass, Oregon 
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eisttd skew WATER LILIES : 
WE re 


of Water Lilies 
on Long Island! 


° 
Largest Growers 
and Aqvatic Plants 





TRIMMER TYPE 
Power Mower 
18” and 20” Cutting 
Widths 


Lighter weight, maximum safety. 
Closer trim, contour cut - NO 
SCALPING. Desirable leaf mulch- 
ing action. Briggs & Stratton 4-cy- 
cle engines. Simple height ad- 
justment from 11/2" to 3's". 


WLIPPER Reev TYPE 


POWER MOWER 18” and 20” 
Cutting Widths 


Enclosed Diamond chain 
drive. Timken reel bearings 
with automatic takeup. Stand- 
up steel handle. Patented, 
positive action clutch. Pat- 
ented “Quickset” height ad- 
justment from a" to 2%". 
Briggs & Stratton 4-cycle, 
easy starting engines. 


Your dealer will gladly demon- 

Strate one of these outstanding 

COOPER Power Lawn Mowers. 
Write for his name TODAY. 


COOPER MANUFACTURING CO. 


734-736 S. First Ave. @ Marshalltown, Iowa 


Send me prices, literature and 
complete information 


Name 


Address 








State............ 





vertically in rows in the nursery or 
cutting garden (not in their permanent 
garden positions), with the straight- 
across cuts up and about 2 inch below 
the surface of the ground. When tufts 
of foliage appear, you will know that 
all is well underground. Wait a season 
or two before lifting the new plants 
carefully and setting them out in the 
garden. 

PLANTING AND TRANSPLANTING: Plants 
can be moved or set out in early spring, 
but the best time is late summer, after 
the foliage has died down and just be- 
fore, or just after, the tufts of new 
foliage have appeared above ground. 
Plants received from a nursery may not 
look like much—just a long thick root 
with, or even without, a small tuft of 
leaves at the crown end! Don’t be dis- 
mayed—pick your locations carefully 
for poppies, then dig a deep, large hole 
—at least 12 inches deep, better 18, 
ideaily 24. Poppies are lusty feeders 
and you can hardly make the soil in 
this hole too rich. Use a handful of 
superphosphate per plant, and a shovel- 
ful or so of compost, rotted manure, or 
leafmold. If you haven’t any of these, 
use peatmoss and dehydrated manure, 
plus the superphosphate. The root 
should then be set into the hole (after 
the ingredients have been well mixed, 
of course) with the top, or crown, of 
the plant set 3 inches below the surface 
if there is no foliage, and with the 
crown level with, or just below, the 
surface if the leaves have already ap- 
peared. Fill in the soil around the root, 
firm well, and give a soaking. 

A poppy planted right can give three 
to four years of joy and beauty; by 
the fourth year you may notice that 
the plants are becoming more sprawly 
and taking up too much room (they 
usually need staking), and that the 
centers of the clumps seem empty. It is 
then time to divide. While digging up a 
clump is something of a chore—the 
roots will be down 18 inches or more 
by following the root-cutting method 
described under “Propagation” above 
you can have many more plants—plenty 
for you and some for your friends. 

While poppies love full sun, some of 
the new pale pastel varieties, as well as 
the deeper maroon, will fade if they 
don’t receive a respite each day, so you 
can plant these delicate beauties where 
they will get a few hours of shade daily. 
PESTS: Oriental poppies are practically 
free from all pests. 

HOW TO USE: Ideal in the perennial 
border. In smaller borders they can 
be planted as single specimens, while in 
large gardens at least three plants of a 
kind should be put in each colony, 
making a glorious mass of display. 

BLOOMING COMPANIONS: Oriental pop- 
pies contrast well with bearded iris, 
lupines, delphinium, peonies, painted 
daisies, early daylilies, columbine, and 





Become a Landscape Specialist 


Increase your earning wer. 
Train for a new career. ‘Thor- 
ough, easy-to-follow home-study 
; method teaches you modern 
- trends in landscape and garden 
design, horticulture, drafting, 
ete. 45 illustrated lessons. Suc- 
cessful graduates throughout the 
world. 39th yr. Catalog: 
Charter member, National Home Study Council. 


AMERICAN LANDSCAPE SCHOOL 
6758 Grand Ave. Des Moines 12, lowa 


DWARF FRUIT TREES 


FOR COMPACT AREA AND EARLY YIELD 
Also full line of Fruit Trees, Berry Plants, Vines, Shrubs, 
Evergreens, Perennials, Write today for FREE CATALOG. 


CLIMBING LILY Si2RI0s: Qe 


<x. ft. ne page ee nee red striped blooms. 
8 mailed at planting time this spring. Order 

Now. (NoC.0.D’s). Fulllineof Trees, Shrubs, 3 for $2.69 
Evergreens, Roses, Perennials. Catalog Free. Postpaid 
THE WHITTEN NURSERIES, Box 1 15, Bridgman, Mich. 
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ZINNIAS 44= 


Speckled and striped; a 
Meet ses dete 
combined colors. Thick, / 


medium flower ay: r 
heads. Send Le 








From Holland 
Ask for our catalogue with prices, offering 
hundreds of varieties of Tulips, Daffodils, 
Hyacinths, Crocus, Lilies, Amaryllis, and 
Miscellaneous Bulbs. 
All bulbs delivered, duty and 
freight paid to destination. 
J. HEEMSKERK 
c/o P. Van Deursen Sassenheim-Holland 








New Flowers 
ustrated 


illustrated 
of Seeds- 
Visitors 


Unusual Flowers from Far Places. 
and interestingly described. Catal 

Bulbs-Plants, on request, Dept. 

welcome at Nursery. 


PEARCE SEED CO. 


MOORESTOWN 
NEW JERSEY 





GARDEN BOOK 


of Vegetable ok nee / 


Learn how to grow EARLY VEGE- 
TABLES! Cabbage, Onion, Lettuce, 
Broccoli, Cauliflower, Collard, Tomato, 
Potato, Eggplant, Pepper plants de- 
scribed. Bargain offers. Write Today 


Piedmont Plant Co., Box 867-F, Albany, Ga. 


‘NOW. Build Your Own 
ec tt OUTDOOR FIREPLACE 
i 





You can enjoy luscious steak frys, roasts 
and barbecues economically in your own 
backyard with the revolutionary new ROS. 
TRO "Build-It- Yourself” grill unit. In. 
formation FREE—or send a dime for six 

2° ornamental pon ol “te jesigns and 25 de- 
lectable outdoor cooking recipes. Desler 
inquiries invit: 


_ ROSTRO SPECIALTIES CO. “*sictiyc.!: 
Nourish Your Trees Scientifically — 
L& peer| [root Feever 


Young trees flourish faster, old trees stay healthier with 
regular deep feeding. You get down to roots 
with Deep Root Feeder. Bores 20” deep, 
diameter. Fast, efficient, easily handled! Sturdy, life- 
time tool steel, sat, Ray Send check or M. O, $8.95 
pp. Outside U. 8. 10% 

CHARLES FINISHING PRODUCTS CO. 
Dept. E, P. O. Box 185 Abington, Pa. 


“FREE COLOR 
CATALOG 
Tall Bearded Inis 
EDEN ROAD 
IRIS GARDEN 
= P.O.BOX 117 = 

WENATCHEE, WASH 
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DAYLILIES 


AMERICA’S LARGEST 
GROWER (30 Acres) 
FREE LIST ittustrated in 


ye color. Better varieties ~ 


Lower prices. 
eel 








» Rissell Gardens 

Spring 1, Texas. 
ROOTS — DAHLIAS — SEEDS 
Write for our free list covering pompon, 
miniature, medium, ball, and large type 
Dahlias. We grow ‘disease- free, husky roots 


and seed that will insure you QUALITY 
dahlias at a low price. 


COMSTOCK FLOWER FARMS 
Rt. 1, Box 544, San Marcos Rd. 
Encinitas, Calif. 


WATER LILIES 


Hardy and Tropical 
Large Goldfish—Pool Plants 


Free Catalog in Color 


BELDT’S AQUARIUM, 
ROBERTSON, 1, MISSOURI 














INC. 





FRUIT TREES, STRAWBERRY, RASPBERRY 
AND BLUEBERRY dss 


BS ~ R on —" 
lowering Shrubs. ergreens, 
Apple Trees (on = alee and 7 cooky. 
Over 80 years wine and distribu- 
tion service to 
entioinetion, Our 
ustrates, be 
nursery — at reasonable prices. 
3 Write 
ye BOUNTIFUL RIDGE NURSERIES 
Box M-35 Princess Anne, Maryland 


~- +4 Vv Seo 





TREE PEONIES 


> SAKING of FLOWERS 
Wo 


Giant, colorful 10-12” blooms. | 


Write today for 
BIG FREE CATALOG 
ACKERMAN’S 


376 Lake St. Bridgman, Mich. 





Gorgeous, easy to grow house 
Plants, 3” to 4” flowers, last 
for months. Exquisite mixed 
colors. Send only 25c¢ for 2; 
S0c for 4; $1 for 8. Order now. 


R. H. SHUMWAY SEEDSMAN 
DEPT. 358 ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS - 





For more pleasant home 
gardening read Flower 
Grower's helpful hints. 


Rare Hardy- 
Rock Plants 


Rare and standard hardy perennial plants 
for rock garden or border. Visitors wel- 
come at nursery; weekdays only, please! 
Catalog with road map, on _ request. 
Dept. 


PEARCE SEED CO. NNEW JERSEY 





THE HOME OF RARE TREES 
Acer Circinnata 7 

Sorbus Auc. Fastigiata 3'/4’. 

Sorbus Auc. Beissneri 4/6’ 

Aesculis Baumanni 4'/5' 

Syringa Tomentello 2’/3’....... $ 5.00 


BRIMFIELD GARDENS NURSERY 
245 Brimfield Road Wethersfield, Conn. 











coral bells. When planning a place for 
Oriental poppies in your border (and 
they are almost a must!), 
that their period of bloom is short 


(early and late varieties together cover | 


a bare three weeks of bloom), so you 
must consider that factor as well as the 
fact that their foliage begins to brown 
in early summer and soon dies down 
altogether. Try to plant spreading peren- 
nials near-by; these can carry on by 
filling the empty places left by the pop- 
pies. Baby’s breath, especially the 
double variety Bristol Fairy, is ideal, 
but don’t plant it so close that it will 
interfere if you must later lift the poppy. 
Perennial phlox can also be planted in 
the vicinity to give later bloom. Such 
annuals as zinnias and marigolds are 
ideal, and can be planted closer than 
most perennials to the clumps of Ori- 
ental poppy, as their roots will not 
interfere. 

GOOD VARIETIES: Cerise Beauty, Big 
Jim (bright red), Cheerio (light pink), 
White Queen, Jessie Curtis (mahog- 
any, which needs light shade), Sultana 
(watermelon pink), Helen Elizabeth 
(lovely light pink). 


(The foregaing excerpts are from 
Perennials by Marjorie P. Johnson pub- 
lished this month. Copyright 1955 by 
Rinehart and Company. Price $1.50) 














Garden Week in Virginia 


@ Virginia hospitality, with which 
many Americans are so familiar, 
finds its greatest expression during 
Garden Week, when the Old Do- 
minion extends a warm and hearty 
welcome to all to come and enjoy 
its beautiful gardens and homes. 

The event, always scheduled dur- 
ing the last week in April, will be 
held this year from April 23 to 30. 

During this period some three 
hundred Virginia gardens and homes 
will be open. 

The Garden Club of Virginia, 
which sponsors this event, each year 
distributes an informative and illus- 
trated booklet, describing all the 
gardens and homes and including 
complete directions for visiting them. 
This booklet is mailed free upon 
request to the Garden Club of 
Virginia, Jefferson Hotel, Richmond, 
Virginia. 

It is important for all to know 
that this event is a strictly non- 
profit venture. Admission is charged 
to all homes and gardens, ranging 
from $.50 to $1.50 for a few, the 
average admission being $.50. The 
proceeds have been used since the 
first Garden Week in 1929 to restore 
lovely and historic gardens and 
grounds of the Old Dominion, many 
of which might not otherwise have 
been so preserved and developed. 





remember | 











f largest inane Tetra- snendennan Sturdy 
2% ft. spikes, bloom all summer. Send 10¢ today for 
both packets and Seed, Plant and Nursery Catalog FREE 


R. H. SHUMWAY Seedsman, Dept. 362, 


FINEST DIANTHUS 


Delphinium, Eng. Primroses, Royal Robe Violets, 
Fuchsias, Marguerites, Verbenas, Carnations, 
Shasta Daisies, and many others. 

Send for free descriptive price list. 
HAGER NURSERY §§ 9301-E. Pentland St. 


TEMPLE CITY, CALIFORNIA 


PORTA-SPADE 


POWER-TILLER 
ONLY 35 POUNDS 
GASOLINE OR ELECTRIC 








SEE YOUR 
DEALER 
OR WRITE 





The loveliest of all flowers 
that can be grown at home. 
Exquisite jewel-like colors. 
Nearly every bloom reaches 
perfection. Easy to grow in tub, pool or farm 
pond. Write today to nearest office for your 
free copy of new colorful 1955 catalog. 
THREE SPRINGS FISHERIES 
835 Main Road, Lilypons, Maryland 
Box 971, Dept. 835, Worcester, Mass. 
Box 508, Dept. 835, Salisbury, N. C. 








Save your 
FLOWER GROWERS 
in a 
HANDSOME BINDER 
$2.50 
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yo Grower 


SERVICE DEPT. 


ALBANY 1, N. Y. 
Rush me postpaid ( ) binders at $2.50 


each. I enclose $ 


Zone State 
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Flower Grower's 


“PONY” PLANTER STAND... 


A new, modern plant stand for your favor 
ite African-violets or other house plants that 
features a rotating plant holder, removable 
rubber “saucers” for sub-irrigation, sturdy, 
streamlined steel construction and rubber 


Check Your Own Rainfall $1 lag tipped legs. It is 30” high and 46” from 


nose to tail and may be had in black or white 


Rain-Gage accurately measures rain- Holds eight plants. Shipped assembled, ready 


fall from .01 to 5 inches. Amateur 2 ’ = 
weathermen get readings at a glance. A 4 for use. $15.95 postpaid. Taper Trend 
must for land owners, farmers, garden- Products Div. DuPage Precision Products 
ers or just for a hobby. Indicates when betta PO Box 89, Dept. FG-3, Naperville, Ill 

to plant, when grass, vegetables, shrubs : Sa i ts 

need watering. Precision instrument of 
lifetime plastic, complete with mounting 
bracket and 3 yr. rainfall chart, only $1. 
Money back guarantee. Sunset House. 


464 Sunset Bldg., Hollywood 46, Cal. ee FLOWER FLOATER BOWL... 





A lovely crystal-clear flat bowl setting on a 
satin brass and cork base lends a real ait 
. of distinction to any room when floating a 
\ ; 3 single specimen flower. Use with pleasure 
the year ‘round. Nice as a server for candy, 
nuts or other tidbits. 
postpaid, $4.50 a pair. Wade Porter, FG-3 
2020-C East 17th St., Cheyenne, Wyoming. 


—" 


in diameter. $2.50 


GARDEN SPRAY KIT... 


Your guarantee for a_ beautiful, healthy 


Equatorial Sun Dial aac CAN garden is contained in this kit—all the chemi- 


This points the way to a more beauti- ll 2 cals needed by the average home gardener for 
ful lawn, garden or patio. THE SUN. the enter season. Nine packages of easy-to- 
TIMER is a handsome accessory that use chemical concentrates for plant feeding, 
keeps SOLAR TIME accurately. Bring : ge am F 
the “Discriminating Look” to your home. . : insect, weed and fungus control. Just mix 
Over 13” tall, almost 7 massive pounds . d with water and spray. Simple, complete in- 
in weight. SOLID BRONZE, will last ; “ structions on each package tell how, what 
ae Shipped prepaid for only $15.95 ‘ 
with s . 8 i : = 4 - » ; x z 
vith Insrectlons for mounting, in any — pid. Medi Sales Company, FG-3, "363 
Farwell Ave.. Chicago 26, Ill. Broadway, Hastings-on-Hudson, N. Y. 


and when to spray. Complete kit $1.00 post- 








Comfy Cultivator Fancy Leaf Caladiums Johnny Appleseed Plates 


First garden tool to win Museum of All the old and many new varieties of Johnny Appleseed. delightful combi- 
Modern Art Good Design Award. Culti- this colorful plant. More than 100 vari- nation of fact and fancy, was one of 
vate in half the time with no strained eties to choose from. The perfect color America’s first great horticulturists. 
wrists——no aching muscles—no cramped plant for your garden. The cut leaves Over a century and a half after his birth 
fingers—no blisters! COMFY fits your make fine table decorations. Prices in- he remains a kind of patron saint to 
hand so easily it seems part of you. You clude delivery. No. 1 size bulbs, 6 for planters everywhere. Each plate printed 
get 10 times the power of an ordinary $2.85; 12—$5.60; 24—$11.00; 50 in green and underglazed for perman- 
tool. Of hardened plate steel, plastic han- $21.00; 100—$39.99. Complete variety ency with story on back. $2.00 ppd. 
dles, sponge rubber arm cushion. $2.95 list available on request. Joyner’s, Ca- Write us about your own patterns as 
ppd. Western Home Products Co., FG-3, ladium Specialists, 5102 Seminole Ave.. fund raising projects for churches, clubs, 
475 Franklin Tpke. Allendale. N. J. Dept. B, Tampa 3, Fla. etc. Kettlesprings, RD 1, Alliance, O. 
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JOLLY MUSIC BALL... 


A delightful toy for small children! Eight 
melodious notes sound from within the ball 
as it spins or rolls, providing an introduc- 
tion to musical tones. Voted by Toy Guid- 
ance Council “an outstanding example of 
American toy production.” It is made of 
break-resistant plastic; measures 123” in 
circumference. Amusing Teddy Bear deco- 
rations are red, white and blue. 98¢ post- 
paid. Suburban Living, Inc., FG-3, 24 
Brandford Road, Hastings-on-Hudson, N. Y. 


CANDLEPLANTER ... 


A beautiful black wrought-iron 
planter for your table, buffet or mantel. The 
gleaming polished-brass bowl 7” in diameter 
is removable’ and makes a perfect container 
for flowers, plants or fruit. Planter is 18” 
wide and has five adjustable bud-shaped 
candleholders. $8.50 postpaid. Hagerstrom 
Metalcraft Studio, FG-3, Old Milwaukee 
Road, Wheeling, III. 


candle- 


RUB-R-IZE LIQUID RUBBER... 


A natural transparent liquid rubber that will 
save money on hundreds of small repair jobs. 
Can be brushed, sprayed or dipped. Fine 
for coating rough handles of garden and other 
tools. Will withstand up to 220 degrees of 
heat and as low as 20 degrees below zero. 
Nothing like it for hundreds of uses in the 
home or workshop. Fine for coating electric 
wire. $1.98 pint, $3.75 quart, postpaid. Max 
Schling Seedsman, Inc., FG-3, 538 Madison 
Ave., New York 22. 





Ezroot Propagator 


New and easy method of propagating 
African Violets, Philodendron, Ivy and 
other plants! Colorful 9” tray allows 
sufficient space for 6 to 8 leaf or shoot 
cuttings. Inverted bottle with valve, as- 
sures controlled seeping of water into 
the Black Magie soil—the very best soil 
mixture for starting plants. Everything 
complete for $2.50 postpaid. EZRoot, 
FG-3, 3262 Sandeen Road, St. Paul 13. 
Minn. 
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12 Room Martin House Kit 


All parts pre-cut from white pine and 
hardboard. 23”x23”x24” overall. Three 
sectional tiers for easy pole mounting. 
Walls slide in grooyed posts; quickly re- 
movable for cleaning. Only screw driver 
needed to assemble. Complete instr., 
diag., hrdw. incl. Mounts on plain 4’x4” 
pole (not incl.). No hinged pole needed. 
Satis. guar. $24.50 Ship. chgs. collect. No 
COD’s. Wm. L. Fabian & Assoc., Rte 5, 
Box 334-FG, Burlington, Wisc. 





2715 Wild Bird Songs 


Authentic songs and calls of 96 differ- 
ent American species on 2 Hi Fi full 12” 
LP records. Recorded in their native 
habitats over 5-yr. period by the Still- 
wells. 3344 rpm. Enchanting, instructive, 
endorsed by American Nature Associa- 
tion. Vol. 1, 135 songs and calls of 49 
species, Vol. 2, 140 songs and calls of 58 
species. Each runs 44 minutes. $7.95 per 
volume, ppd. Ficker Recording, 109 
Arcadia Rd., Old Greenwich, Conn. 





Easter Imports 


(A) Old fashioned 5” panorama egg, 
crystallized, hand decorated. $1. (B) 
Chick Surprise, 4” with 7 eggs inside, 
each containing novelty. $1.75. (C) 
Down Duckling, cuddly, realistic, 44,” 
$1. (D) Nested Rooster 544”, opens and 
has 9 graduated eggs, chicks inside. Pol- 
ished wood, handpainted, $1.75. 10% 
discount orders $10.00 or more. FG Nov- 
elty Co., Box 54, Murray Hill Station, 
New York 16. 





Colorful Two-Inch Webbing 


Textured cotton and woven plastic for 
interior and terrace furniture of wood 
or metal. Reupholster your modern 
chairs or modernize old furniture and 
camp chairs. Make luggage racks, tray 
stands, stools or sun-cots. Choose from 
more than 40 colors and 7 qualities 
priced 20¢ to 45¢ per yard, postpaid. 
Send 10¢ for samples of each quality 
and list of colors available in each to 


Webcraft, Inc., Dept. G, Oxford, Mass. 
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HANGING LETTER RACK... 





A gift for the bride! Copied from the wall 





file Grandpa Lee “invented’’ to keep accounts 





straight in his grist mill, you'll find you can't 
keep house without this hanging rack for 
letters, bills, shopping lists, reminders. Hand 


Little Giant Garden Sprayer 


Protect your home and garden from 
insects. Use any type spray for flowers, 
plants, trees. All brass. 2 qt. Mason jar. 
Continuous spray with double slide ac- 
tion. Adjustable-mist to full stream—by 
rotating nozzle cap. Save unused spray 
in other jars. Swivel nozzle sprays hard- 
to-get-at places. If not at dealer send 
$5.95. Without swivel nozzle, $4.95. Fla. 
add 3% tax. Sprayers & Nozzles, St. 
Petersburg 4, Fla. 


scroll design. Solid wild cherry in hand- 
rubbed cherry finish, 22” x 34”. $5.55 
postpaid. Carl Forslund, Inc., FG-3, Grand 


Rapids 2, Mich. 





RAIN HAT AND SUNSHADE... 


Come rain or come shine you'll always be 





fashionable in this 100% waterproof viny! 
plastic rain hat. Avoid risk of ruining your 
hat or hair do. As a sunshade, it is now 
seen on many Florida beaches. Feather-light 
it fits in most handbags. Also can be worn 
over regular hat. Give yourself that elf: 
coolie look on rainy days. $1.00 postpaid 
Gaylord Wood, FG-3, Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida. 





DRAIN-BLO .. « 


Sprinkl-Rite Watering Guide, $1 Trouble with a ongnetap drain? Drain-Blo 
will quickly and easily seal off the drain and 
Want the most luxuriant grass growth 
... healthier plants this Spring? Simply 
make sure water reaches the roots, yet 
avoid overwatering and waste! Sprin- through and clear the drain in a jiffy. It 
kl-Rite measures natural rainfall and works on the principle of hydraulic pressure 
tells when more water is needed to 
penetrate to the roots in sand, loam or 
clay. Plastic bracket, glass tube, brass ~ 
spike. $1.00 postpaid from Miles Kim- paid Drain-Blo Company, FG-3, 14283 
ball Co., 218 Bond St., Oshkosh, Wis. , Fordham Ave., Detroit 5, Michigan. 
Write for free catalog of gift ideas! 





with one swift downward stroke of the hand- 


knob will push almost any obstruction 


It is light and easy to handle. Eliminates 


the use of harmful chemicals. $3.98 post 














Garden Caddy Multiple Root Soaker Grinds Leaves, Compost, Soil 








For the home gardener! Can be as- Now soak 5 plants at once with your Portable W-W Grinder shreds, screens, 
sembled in ten minutes with just a screw- garden hose. Grow finer shrubs and flow- grinds or mixes compost, sod, leaves and 
driver. Easy to handle; moves freely ers. SOAKEZE attaches to garden hose cuttings. Prepares organic matter for 
over lawns; will not tip when loaded. or faucet. Has brass hose connection and composting and mulch. Makes potting 
Shelf near handle holds tools ready for 5 lengths of durable green plastic tub- soil without additional attachments, Sep- 
use. Made of wood, it is 22” deep, 18” ing; three 9 ft. and two 12 ft. Weighs arates trash. Gas or electric powered. 
wide with a 3 cu. ft. capacity. Stores only 1% lbs. 5 yr. guar. Complete unit $124.50 less motor and belt guard; $178. 
in small space. Painted red and white, now only $4.95 ppd. 10 days FREE trial. with 2 h.p. Briggs & Stratton engine and 
$13.95 ppd; unpainted, $12.95. C.O.D. if With sprinklers, order SPRINKLEZE, belt guard, FOB Wichita. Write for 
desired. Shipping wt. 19 lbs. Philmore $8.95. Jons Mfg. Co., Dept. F-30, 405 literature and name of dealer. W-W 
Products, Rices Landing, Pa. Dantzler St., Saint Matthews, S. C. Grinder Corp. Dept. G, Wichita, Kan. 
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BUG-RID, PEST ELIMINATOR .. 


Get rid of moths, flies, ants, mosquitos, 
gnats, spiders, roaches, silverfish, etc., in a 
hurry! No oily sprays, no mechanical gadgets, 
no after odors, no work! One application is 
effective up to six weeks. Simply light a 
cone and place on ash tray. It burns like in- 
cense, with a very fine vapor penetrating the 
entire room, seeping into every crack and 
crevice where insects may be hiding. 14 
cones, $1.00 postpaid. Sunset House, FG-3, 
106 Sunset Bldg., Hollywood, Calif. 


KNEE-LIFT CUSHION ... 


Brings relaxing comfort! With knees slightly 
flexed and supported, you avoid straight-leg 
discomfort. Your back. hips and legs relax 
automatically. Your sleep comes naturally, 
and many back and leg aches amazingly dis- 
appear in a few nights. Fine for invalids; 
ideal if you enjoy reading in bed or sleeping 
on your back. Comfortable during pregnancy. 
$3.50 postpaid. Better Sleep Co., FG-3, 
New Providence, N. J. 


PAPER CHEST... 


One of the most convenient paper and foil 
dispensers for the kitchen ever made. Of 
Oregon golden alder, lacquered and decorated 
with a five color rooster design, it is built and 
finished like a fine piece of furniture. Accom- 
modates all standard as well as giant rolls of 
paper towels, waxed paper and aluminum 
foil. Fastens to underside of cabinet. Drawer 
pulls out and lowers for easy reloading. 
14 x 9 x 34”. $4.95 postpaid. Unfinished, 
$3.95. Downs & Co., FG-3, Evanston, III. 





Self-Watering Violet Stand 


New! Water all plants from below 
with only one filling of removable water- 
ing trays 244” deep! African Violets, all 
house plants drink for days! “Wrought 
Iron Black” open lace-work design is 
strikingly contrasted with two large 
white baked enamel trays. Rubber 
tipped legs. Stand is 30”x10"x26” high. 
Special offer, $9.95 ppd. Free catalog 
house plant supplies. The House Plant 
Corner, Box 819, Mundelein, Illinois. 
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Indoor Greenhouse-Flat 


Get a head start on spring! A sure 
and easy way to start seeds, bulbs, prop- 
agate African Violet leaves, root hard 
and soft cuttings. Kit contains 9” x 12” 
leakproof styrene tray with adjustable 
plastic hood, soluble plant food, hor- 
mone powder, fungicide, sterilized mica, 
seeds and labels. Complete instructions 
included. Only $2.95 ppd. Drum Chem- 
—~_ Inc., 41 Ross St., Brooklyn 11, 





Porcelain Wheelbarrow 


A handsome reproduction of a fine 
French porcelain! Its gaily colored 
flowers are beautifully hand decorated. 
Holes in top are provided to hold an 
arrangement of small flowers, making 
it a lovely coffee or end-table accessory. 
Or, use a pair filled with cigarettes 
for your next dinner party. A lovely 
gift for any occasion! $3.95 each, post- 
paid. Chalmar, Split Rock Road, 
Syosset, New York. 





Adjustable Contour Cushion 


For driver or passenger .. . a plumply 
stuffed cushion filled with soft shred- 
ded latex foam rubber. Makes long car 
trips more comfortable! Scientifically 
shaped . . . fits behind your back for 
strain-free driving; fits behind passen- 
ger’s neck for restful naps. 1344” long; 
is covered in assorted upholstery fab- 
rics. Wonderful for home use, too. $2.95 
plus 25¢ postage. Jeanne Shop, 504 
Richey Ave., West Collingswood 6, N. J. 





Orchids for a Happy Easter 


To a loved one, retired, shut-in, favor- 
ite institution, give Cattleya Mossiae the 
Easter Orchid. Grows in home or office 
anywhere! Lasts years with little care. 
Mature potted plants-in-bud from prize 
collection world’s largest grower home 
orchids. $7.50, 2-4 buds; DeLuxe, 3-6 
buds $10.00 fob SF. Money back guar. 
Budget accts. “ACRES OF ORCHIDS” 
Rod McLellan Co., 1450A El Camino, 


So. San Francisco, Cal. 
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Fogg-It, For Tender Plants 


FOGG-IT hose nozzle breaks water in- 
to fog-like mist for seed beds, newly 
seeded lawns, young plantings, all tender 
plants such as fuchsias, begonias and 
orchids. Works efficiently on either 
high or low water pressures. A must for 
lath or green houses since it creates 
humidity. Fits standard hoses. Only 
$1.89 ppd. No COD’s please. Guaranteed. 
Ray Sanders Co., Dept. 15, 133 No. Santa 
Anita Ave., Pasadena 8, Calif. 











Powerful Jet—Softest Rain 


Thumb-dial a wide variety of spray 
patterns and pressures. Fan shape or 
heavy rain, from soft sprays to drench- 
ing pressure. Jet power for “water 
raking” leaves, washing cars or drive- 
ways; even fire-fighting. Precision ma- 
chined, durable, rust-proof metal. Only 
$1.50 postpaid. No COD’s please. Satis- 
faction guaranteed. Ray Sanders Co., 
Dept. 14, 133 N. Santa Anita Ave., Pasa- 
dena 8, Calif. 
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THE PEANUT VENDOR... 


Your guests will get a kick out of this minia- 
ture peanut vending machine at your next 
party. It’s just like the popular ‘Penny 
Machine” except no pennies! Simply press 
the trigger with your thumb and you'll get 
Nuts keep fresh and 
Made 
of styrene with stainless steel parts. 8 oz 
capacity. $2.95 postpaid. Carol Beatty Co 
FG-3, 7410 Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles 
46, Calif. 


just the right portion. 
are not exposed to dust or moisture. 


AQUA-TIMER FOR SPRINKLER 


Automatic shut-off 
your lawn sprinkler for any length of time 


device permits setting 
up to 4 hours. Diecast aluminum, baked en- 
amel finish in green with red top. Leak-proof 
construction, rustproof hose couplings. No 
water hammer in pipes. Saves money on 
water bills. $11.95 postpaid. Aqua-Timer 
Co., Inc., FG-3, PO Box 4, Barrington, R. 1. 


SNOW & ICE CHASER... 

we've seen for the 
motorist in removing snow and ice from 
windshield and car windows. Brush is 24” 
overall to let you reach every point on the 


The handiest gadget 


car without getting all covered with snow 
Smooth wood handle has a 9” brush with 
tough 2” plastic bristles and detachable heavy 
plastic ice scraper that quickly cuts through 
ice. $1.00 postpaid. The Fireside Shop 
FG-3, 916 East Wayne St., South Bend 17 
Ind. 








Kan Kup 


Serve drinks in can with KAN KUP, 
made of pliable polyethylene. Handy; 
no glasses to wash. Drinks taste better; 
keep their natural sparkling zest. Your 
family will love them; guests will rave 
about them. If they don’t, return and 


well send you DOUBLE YOUR 
MONEY BACK. Wonderful gifts. At- 
tractive colors. 6 for $1. ppd. No COD. 
Carol Beatty, Dept. 403-N, 7410 Santa 
Monica Blvd., Los Angeles 46, Cal. 
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Cesspool Trouble? Use Peps-lt 


Prevents overflowing .. . Removes ob- 
structions . . . Starts disposal action in 
new systems ... Puts new life in old. 
Accelerates dissolving action. Helps sep- 
tic tank or cesspool handle waste load. 
Restores bacteria action after systems 
are overloaded with soaps, detergents. 
Harmless to plumbing, animals, humans. 
$2.50 for 6 mos. supply; $5.00, 1 yr.; 
$7.00, 2 yrs. Electric Sewer Cleaning 
Co., 294 Lincoln St., Alliston 34, Mass. 








Insulated Prefab Greenhouse 


Spacious greenhouse 10’2” x 12’6”— 
for Orchids, African Violets, Fuschias. 
Begonias. No puttying, only a few bolts 
to tighten for erection. Completely in- 
sulated from ground to ridge for warmth 


in winter and coolness in summer; 

TWINGLAS in roof, sides. No more 

heating troubles! No worry about tum- 

bling temperatures! Reg. Price $499.50, 

WINTER SPECIAL, $399.50 fob. Red- 

_— Prefab Greenhouses, RT 1, Bothel. 
asn,. 
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CAR KEY TIE-CLASP ... 


An emergency car key in the form of a hand- 
some tie clasp, bearing the crest of your 
automobile. Key swivels away from the tie 
bar, and is guaranteed to fit both the igni- 
tion and the door lock just like the key sup- 
plied by the manufacturer. Crests authen- 
tically styled and finished in brilliant baked 
enamel. Key is finished in 18 kt. gold. 
Available for all popular makes of American 
cars. $1.98 postpaid. Maymac Company, 
FG-3, 79 West Grand St., Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 


PAUL REVERE BOWL... 


A real find for the hostess who enjoys ar- 
ranging flowers is this reproduction of the 
famous Paul Revere Bowl. This one comes 
in polished brass or copper in two sizes. The 
6” is 44” high and is priced at $4.95; the 
the 8” is 6” high and is $6.95 postpaid. 
Matching candlesticks in brass or copper, 
$4.95 pair. Be sure to state choice. Bonney’s, 
FG-3, 132 E. Broad St., Westfield, N. J. 


MIRACLE TWEEZERS ... 


Gardeners will love these tweezers! So easy 
to relieve painful irritations caused by slivers, 
thorns, splinters, etc. Made in Germany of 
finest instrument steel with a powerful 4x 
magnifying glass. Also can be used for 
reading small print, for removing ingrown 
hair, for finding and holding tiny objects and 
by stamp collectors. Adjustable for your 
eyes from 3” to 2”. With plastic case $1.95 
postpaid. Baer Home Products, FG-3, Dept. 
21, Haverhill St., Andower, Mass. 





Inexpensive Greenhouses 


For indoors or out! Clear 9” diameter 
plastic protects from airborne diseases, 
light frost, hail. Two placed together 
form attractive modern display for 
houseplants. Ideal for growing or in- 
creasing African Violets or other plants. 
Admits ultra-violet rays. Washable. Out- 
door use gives six weeks jump on Spring. 
New low price—6 $2.00 min. order: 12— 
$3.75 ppd. Plasti-Plant Hood Co., 53 
Spruce Ave., Floral Park, N. Y. 
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Walkie Aerator 


Aerate lawns with comparatively lit- 
tle effort. No pushing heavy rollers or 
equipment! Your weight does the work. 
Walkie Aerator is an aluminum sandal 
with 2” self-sharpening prismatic spikes. 
They get sharper with use. STRAP 
OVER YOUR SHOES. Walk over your 
lawn—that’s all. Grass grows better in 
loose soil. Aerate any time the soil hard- 
ens. $5.95 ppd. Walkie Aerator Co. Inc., 
2063 E. 18th St., Brooklyn 29, N. Y. 





The Floracart 


The original, most popular Garden on 
Wheels. Two models available, 3 Tray, 
$52.50, 2 Tray $41.50. Practical, sturdy 
guaranteed construction. Large capacity 
water tight trays 19” x 49”. Ball bearing 
wheels. Designed for use with Fluores- 
cent fixtures. Write for literature and 
complete description of accessories 
ovale. Tube Craft, Inc., Department 
D, 1950 West 114th Street, Cleveland 2, 
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GROW 


HERBS & S 


Successful home grower tells you hov 
he started growing Herbs as hobby th 
SMALL APARTMENT and develope: 
a fine, nation-wide business Leart 
how to make 101 profitable items at home 
BIG-PROFIT orders come from neighbors, 
stores, gift shops, many business firms ALSO MAIL 
ORDERS. Millions of $$ worth used yearly in foods 
drinks, cosmetics, perfumes, medicines, etc. EASY TC 
GROW indoors or out. Few plants in kitchen window sup 
ply household needs. HERBS MULTIPLY RAPIDLY — 
half-dozen plants soon become hundreds. No big overhead 
SEND NO MONEY. Instructions including PLANS FOF 
25 WAYS TO MAKE MONEY AT HOME with Herbs AND 
NG HERB PLANTS sent for no-risk examination 
full details. WRITE NOW! WORLD OF HERBS 

3, 601 S. Vermont, Los Angeles 5, Calif 





Never let your hands 
know they’ve 
been working 


garden gloves 


Of magic dirt-tight material that is 
chamois-soft yet outwears any other 
garden glove of similar price. Washable, 
too. Her’s 89c. His 98c. 


New girl friday 


waterproof household gloves 


Amazing knit-lined plastic. Soft and 
flexible, not affected by soap or grease, 
won't slip, resist snags and tears, easy 
on and off. And they keep hands cool 
in hot water. $1.19 at stores or write. 





STURDY! \ 
NO TIP \ 


NO TILT 


New All-Steel Vio Holda 


PLANT STAND 


@ Holds 11 plants, 10 on 
Revolving Arms 
A wonderful stand for flower lovers! 


all-steel welded construction. 
Antique black ; 


Finest 
40 inches high 
white or green enamel finisL 
(your choice). The 10 revolving arms, ex 
tending 6 to 12 inches from sturdy centei 
shaft, may be moved with a touch to enhance 
arrangement or allow even sun and air ex 
posure, Light weight. Easy to clean. Re 
quires little space—and a grand gift idea! 
ORDER by mail today for only $14.95 plus 
$1.00 for packing and postage in U.S. A. 
$2.00 for shipment to Canada. Specify color 
Send check, money order. C.O.D. if desired 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Circular on request. 


ViO HOLDA MFG. CO. 


Box 915, Dept. 10-M, 
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MINIATURE BIRDS of the WORLD 


These imported, beautifully colored birds will 
perch on branches, sides of containers, mirrors, 
hold place cards at dinner parties, add an 
unusual touch to flower arrangements and 
other decorative effects. A fine gift for the 
youngsters. Unbreakable, non-inflammable. 


About 134” each. Box of 12 $1.75 pp. 


Topeka, Kansas 


ad 
Ke 
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KITCHEN WALL DECORATION .. 


“A Kitchen bright and a singing Kettle make 
Home the place you want to Settle” 
gayly 
darling decoration for your kitchen wail. 


—SO Says 
kettle—a 
Fill 
it with ivy or philodendron for an extra touch 
of smartness. $2.95 
FG-3, 799 Broadway, 


this decorated ceramic tea 


Gelzer's, 


postpaid. 
New York 


PUT ON THE DOG... 


This canape canine has a brass coil body with 
black wooden hold tooth 
picks full of delectables. head also is 
black wood. 
rubber-tipped 
body 
letters, napkins or toast. 
Pink Sea Horse, FG-3, 77 
port, Mass. 


inside to 
The 
Stands on his head, 


dowel 


tail or on 


all four feet. Remove the 


and he’s a rack for 
$3.00 postpaid. The 


Main St., Rock- 


dowel from his 








SPUNALUM'S NEW “Swing-a-Way” 
** PLANT STAND 


For African Violets and 

other Plants — Arms 

rotate for Sunning and 
yeep display appearance 


STUNNING! Holds ti 

plants in 5-inch trays 

—each tray holding 

pot up to_ 6-inch 

standard. 48” High. 

Distance from floor to 

bottom arm is 15- 

inches. Arms can 

be ‘‘swung-away’’ 

for best arrange- 

ment in appear- 

ance or for sun- 

ning. Base and 

arm trays are 

an spun aluminum easily 

kept like new. Stand made 

entirely of rust-proof alumi- 

num... light and easy to 

handle. So perfectly balanced, 
it’s difficult to tip. 


Canadian Orders add 
$1 for postage 


Write for FREE CATALOG 


OZARK SPUNALUM CO., ,89%,59-8A 


Jackson, Mo. 


SPUNALUM’S NEWEST... 
MODERN WROUGHT IRON STAND 


with large 8” Aluminum Pot 
and Drip Saucer 

Designed for your larger house 
plants. Stand is 20% inches high 
n the modern simplicity of black 
wrought iron with rubber tipped 
legs. 8 inch pot and drip saucer 
are of spun aluminum, anodized 
in glowing colors to enhance your 
home decor. Colors: Red, Green, 


Gold, Copper, Char $8 95 
Post 


treuse and Black 
Please state first and 
Paid 


second choice 
— § 


firican Violet FLOWER POTS 


These famous Squatty Pots of dark 
with excellent porosity 
and recommended by 
Edges are treated with 

yur formula to help prevent leaves 

sloughing off. Pots broken in ship- 
ment are replaced 





Write For Free Catalog 


OZARK SPUNALUM CO. 
Box 59-AZ, 

















BUILD YOUR OWN 








Dorothy Biddle Service 


Pleasantville 28 New York 








ORIENTAL 
FLOWER SHEARS 


Cut toughest stems clean and easy. 
Wrapped handles for comfort. Perfect 
balance. 54%”. Originated by Japanese 
experts. $2.50 ppd. 
FREE catalogue with each order on 
Dried Ornamental Follage—odd and unique. Make your own dried 
arrangements. Save money—Lots of fun. 
SOUTH SHORE FLORAL CO. 
1050 QUENTIN PL. ° WOODMERE, N. Y. 
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OUTDOOR FIREPLACE 


SAVE DO% won 


MORE! 


You can't beat a beautiful, PER- 

MANENT. Outdoor Fireplace as the 
center for outdoor parties! Fireplaces 
of brick or stone work perfectly, last 
for years! You'll be amazed how 
inexpensive it is to own one! The 
secret-—HANCOCK OUTDOOR FIRE- 
PLACE Units and simple step-by-step 
construction plans and illustrations 
even beginners can follow. Write 
TODAY for FREE Plans and descrip- 
tive folder. 6 designs included. 


HANCOCK IRON WORKS 
52 W. PIKE ST. Box 13-165 PONTIAC, MICH 











If you are on the Kitchen Committee of some 
Church, Club, School, ete., in your town_you 
will be interested in this modern Folding Ban- 
quet Table. Write for Catalog and special dis- 
counts to institutions and organizations. 


RYT 129 CHURCH ST. FSU UT 
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IMPORTED EASTER EGG... 


A delightful toy for any child’s Easter Basket! 
Nesting within each other are six individual 
eggs, handsomely and 
beautifully handpainted in gay colors. The 
largest egg is 64” tall and the smallest about 
1”. $3.00 postpaid for the set; 2 sets for 
$5.50. F. G. Nevelty Co., FG-3, PO Box 
54, Murray Hill Station, New York 16. 


each hand carved, 


CART-BASKET ... 


Basket hooks easily onto any garden cart, 
more than tripling its regular capacity. Made 
in one piece of durable galvanized steel, it 
will withstand many years of hard use. Wire 
grate included which may be attached to the 
basket; permits leaves or refuse to be burned 
right in the cart. Folds flat for easy storage. 
$8.95 postpaid. Threshold House, FG-3, 
Box 277, Winnetka, III. 








@ . BURN REFUSE 
SAFELY OUTDOORS 


Tilt back hood—pour in 
refuse—ignite—close and 
safely burn damp, green, 
dry, garbage and refuse 
to fine ash in any 
Weather. Scientific draft 
design ends neighbor-an- 
noying nuisance and the hazard of flying ash, 
sparks, burning blowing bits of paper. Mini- 
mizes smoke, smell. Needs no watching. Ends 
refuse hauling and fire hazards to quickly pay 
for itself, Sturdily made of RUST-RESISTANT 
ALUMINUM BONDED TO STEEL. Recom- 
mended by Bureaus of Fire Prevention. Over 
100,000 satisfied users. Model A—21%” sq. x 
29” high—2 bu. cap.—$12.95 postpaid ($13.95 
W. of Denver). Model B—24” sq. x 34” high 
bu. cap $16.95 postpaid ($18.95 W. of 
Denver). Money back guarantee. 


ALSTO COMPANY 


Dept. FG-3, 4007 Detroit Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 














Windover Flower Pots 
The Most Beautiful 

Red Clay F lower 

Pots Made 


Our 
Customers 
Say, “The Best 
I have ever seen!” 
Squatty 
3” 14 for $2.20 
4” 
‘d 6f 
Semi-squatty l 
: 14 for $2.20 to protect stems and leaves of plants 
5” 6for 2.2 SPECIAL ORCHID POTS (CLAY) 
54%” 5 for 2.20 For better drainage, 4” only, 5 for $2.20 
6’ S$for 2.2 Best osmunda fiber, 1% Ibs. for $1.75 
Standard CLAY FLOWER POTS IN COLOR 
.” 40 for -20 Cireen, red, yellow, or white baked-on 
$2 enamel. Following sizes only: 
’ semi-squatty 10 for $2.20 
4” squatty 8 for $2.20 
PLASTIC POT SAUCERS 
In lustrous black only. 3’—14 for $1.80 
4”°—10 for $1.85 5”—6 for $1.60 
f Denver If west of Denver add 35¢ 
postage for each listed unit ordered. No C.O0.D. Break- 
ige replaced or insured. For 100 or more pots write for 


prices 
THE WINDOVER CO. Inglefield, Indi 


© PERFECT for Gardening 
© IDEAL for Household Use 
© DESIGNED for Many Hobbies 


Keep your hands lovely 
and retain your sense of 
touch for delicate garden 
jobs with sparking SOFT 
TOUCH glamour gloves. 
Tough for rough jobs too, 
yet smart and colorful in a 
choice of three beautiful 
pastel shades: Azure Blue 
—Mint Green—Maize Yel- 
low. WASHABLE. Snag- 
resistant, ideal for hobbies 
and household use. Unique 
design makes one standard 
size fit all women. 


RETAIN SENSE OF TOUCH 


SOFT TOUCH gloves for women and 
MISTER SOFT TOUCH for men allow 
greater dexterity while protecting your hands. 
Ask for them at garden supply, hardware, 
drug stores or order direct from us—$1.00 
per pair—$2.75 for three pairs postpaid. 
Specify color. Mister Soft Touch, dark green 
only. 


BROOKVILLE GLOVE COMPANY, INC. 


Brookville, Pa. 








SURPLUS TWIST 
DRILLS 


2 


drills. Brand new 


r electric - 
For sine hardened carbon tool steel drills 


from 1/16” 
signed an 


drillings throug ‘ 


wood, plasti 


to $6. Set 


f precision and 


FOR $3 50 











c. Sells in the s 
of 41 drills $2.00. 


ROUND Nose 


ee 
a ae 
COMBINATION 


ALL 5 


half-roun ‘ 
knife, square complete 


9s¢ consol 


HOW TO ORDER 


order with name 


address. We pay post- 


age. If C.0.D. 


pay postage and 
C.0.D. charges. Money 
back quarantee pro- 
tects you fully. Rush 


orders today. 


bm Send check or money 


SCOTT-MITCHELL 
HOUSE, INC 


611 Broadway, Dept. 7703 
New York 12, New York 


you 
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ou can add energy to your days 

and years to your normal life 
span by saving yourself the strain of 
stair climbing. People who have been 
told to “take it easy” by their doctors 
can enjoy the convenience of one-story 
living in any type house. The cost i- 
no more than a low-priced 


INCLIN-ATOR 


is a low-cost instal- 
lation for straight 
stairways. Operates on 
house-lighting circuit. 
Foids against wall 
when not in use. 


&) 


€ “Elevette” can be in- 
stalled in stairwell, closet or 
corner and operates on’ house- 
lighting circuit. Custom-built 
to fit space. Completely safe 
for all ages. 


Write for full information and name of nearest 
dealer. 


Originators of the simplified home passenger lifts. 
2240 Paxton Bivd. Harrisburg, Pa. 


. BREE TROPICAL FISH 
—<— FOR PROFIT! AT HOME! 
WELP US FILL HUGE DEMAND... a $$$ 
Opportunity. No experience. No expensive 
ro oy needed. SOME SELL FOR $75 PAIR 
MORE! Fascinating! Beautiful! Enter- 
ee We supply everything. Make Big 
Money spare-time at home. Give your age, IF 
HOBBYIST, list your equipment if any. 





FREE! 


te: TROPICAL rise 
1F QUALIFIED . , 18127 S. Broadway, 
Los Angeles 61, Calif. 


Keep 25 colonies in back 

yard or on flat roof in spare 

time. Produce comb honey 

small investment, big prof- 

its, bees greatly increase berry and fruit yields. 

Sta rt small, grow big and spend winters in Flor- 

advice from experienced bee men. Sting- 

proof equipment. books, bee hives direct from 
factory Free catalog. 


WALTER T. KELLEY CO. 
DEPT. E., CLARKSON, KENTUCKY 


SHEETS, TOASTERS, 
TOWELS, MIXERS etc. 
GIVEN EN TO YOU FREE! 


Hundreds of famous, na- 
tionally advertised products 
to choose from—furniture, 
rugs, lamps, slip covers, sil- 
verware, china, draperies. 
You get $50.00 — $100.00 
and more in merchandise 
just by being Secretary of a 
Popular Cl ~ help your 
friends form. It’s easy! It’s 
fun! Nothing to sell, noth- 
ing to 0 buy. Write today. 


jar Club Plan,Dpt. “E-932,1y nbrook, | N.Y. 3 
Send Big FREE FULL-COLOR Catalog 














y 
Popular Chub Secretaries: You will automatically 
ve this new catalog soon 


bes ces ow oe os om . - e 
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JEEP-HAND CLEANER .. . 


It's new A towel-less, soapless and water- 
less protective hand cleaner that enables you 
to clean your hands anywhere. Unlike other 
waterless cleansers, this one requires no 
tewel. Just rub a little of the aromatic 
cream gently into your skin until tiny pellets 
form, fall off and disappear, 


grime away with them. 


rolling dirt and 
Ideal for gardeners, 
and those allergic to soap. Large tube $1.00 
postpaid. The Mailbag, FG-3, 754 Scotland 
Road, Orange, N. J. 


RAMMER-HAMMER... 


Want to know how to hammer very small 
nails or brads into corners and other tight 
spots without hitting your fingers or bending 
the nails? This tool is the answer! Simply 
insert a small nail into its nozzle, place up 
against exact spot where nail is to be driven, 
push hammer with your palm and presto! It’s 
in the wood. $2.00 postpaid. Do-hicky, 
Inc., FG-3, PO Box 37, Dept. 43, Rockville 
Centre, N. Y 


JET BRUSH... 


Helps you breeze through the dishes with- 
cut getting hands into hot, soapy water. Just 
press the button on the handle and a swoosh 
of detergent shoots out. The nylon bristles 
A quick 
rinse, and your dishes are sparkling clean! 


then scrub it into foaming suds. 


Its built-in scraper easily removes sticky food 
deposits, thus making it ideal for cleaning 
pots and pans. $3.00 postpaid. Handy Andy, 
FG-3, 64 West 21st St., New York. 








Becker Garden Hose Reel 


Winds 125 feet of garden hose or 
sprinkler hose. Reel spins on bracket 
that fastens to house, garage or post. 
Snaps on or off bracket at the flip of 
your finger. For inside storage. Can be 
used without unwinding full length. 
Made of steel. Weight 5 pounds. Reel 
and bracket, $4.95 postpaid. Brackets for 
additional locations 75¢ each. Becker 
Products a, FG-3, 161-30 129 
Ave., Jamaica, 34, 








ACTUMUS 


PRESERVES AND RESTORES SOIL FERTILITY 
Let ACTUMUS do the work while the garden grows. 
See for yourself how it reduces chores to a mini 
mum, increases gardening joys to a maximum. GET 
RESULTS. Dust ACTUMUS powder on lawn, flower 
and vegetable seeds, and in planting holes when 
planting. Use ACTUMUS in solution on all new 
plantings, and on established plants, flowers, lawns, 
bushes, shrubs and trees. 100% Natural. Odorless 
Cannot burn. GET SOME NOW 

ASK YOUR DEALER for ACTUMUS or write 
FOREIGN PRODUCTS CORP., 283 McKinley Ave., 
Kast Orange, New Jersey for FREE Folder & prices, 
or send 25¢ for trial packet 


“GUMFINGER® 


The ONLY LAWN RAKE with Flexible Rubber Teeth 


ideal for “combing” the lawn free of 
leaves and clippings before reseeding 
or applying fertilizer. 
Will not tear grass roots, 
— Safe if stepped on. 
Sturdy hardwood handle. Lightweight. 


Sizes — 16”, $2.69; 20°, $2.95. Also 12”, 24” and 32” sizes. 
INDUS 


Lakewood 7, Ohio 
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RATE 65 CENTS PER WORD: (55 cents per word for 
three or more consecutive insertions using same copy). 
Minimum order accepted in the Classified Section—$13.00 
per single insertion, $33.00 minimum for 3 consecutive 
insertions. Special Headings $1.00 extra. Closing uate 
18th of 2nd pr pam: CASH ITH 
ORDER. No discount to agencies. Address: A 
Grower, Classified Dept., 99 nN Bro Broadway, Albany 1, N. Y. 








Achimenes 





ACHIMENES. Blue, White, ey Red, $1.00 per 
doz. Have six named varieties. two each $1.00. lso 
have Blue Lily of the Nile Bulbs ry 50 each. ROBERT 
CAMPBELL, Campbell Ave., Jacksonville, Florida. 
ACHIMENES (Pronounced A-KIM-EN-EES) popular 
summer and fall flowering old-time Ge sneriad sensation, 
knowr: variously as Orchid Pansy, Cupid's Bower, Widow's 
Tears, Monkey Faces, etc. America’s leading collection of 
named varieties, fine for pot plants, hanging baskets, 
porch boxes or shade bedding. Grow from tiny tubers, 
piant five to a five inch pot, Gloxinia or Saintpaulia cul- 
ture, but easier. Shades of Blue, Lilac, Lavender, Violet, 
Purple, Magenta, Crimson, Red, Pink and White. Sample 
dozen, FINE MIXED, $1.00. One hundred mixed, $6.00. 
wo each, ten named varieties, $2.50; five each, twelve 
named varieties, $5.00; Five each, 20 named varieties, 
z =~ Five each, 30 named varieties, $10.00. Price fist 
t All postpaid. Wyndham LAKEMONT 
GARDE NS, Winter Park, Florida. 
ACHIMINES—1 each—12 varieties mixed $2.00. STREP- 
TOCARPUS SEED, packet $1.00 AN- 


2.00, % packet 
TONELLI BROTHERS, 2545 C apitola Road, Santa Cruz, 
California. 


Hayward, 





‘hn Violets 


SEE MY ADVERTISEMENT page 183. Illustrated cata- 
log contains valuable cultural advice. FREE! 
— SPOUTZ, 300 


Moravian Drive, Fraser. 


LEAVES, GROW YOUR OWN ee ~ geasenbecd 
| Request 


new and o varieties. 
LAXDARER (Kathleen Cooper), 2339 , wt, Cincinnati 











self-a ‘or price 
list featuring “Newest of | = the New and Best of the ola’’. 
Book —"‘How to Grow African Violets in the 
Home’ 50¢ —, Tie VIOLET HOUSE, 828 Ken- 
more Blvd., Akron 14, Ohio. 

AFRICAN VIOLETS he bax old varieties. 
Free price list. RAY’S VIOLET HOUSE. 981 - lith St... 
Bowling Green, Kentucky. 

300 HEALTHY take pou VARIETIES. Plants, rooted 
cuttings, leaves. Send stamp for list. Visitors welcomed, 


8. 
FRU EDENBERG FARMS, Dept. A, Route 2, Markesan, 
isc. 


AFRICAN ee nee Loney enrveere. Send 
ddressed ST. G ENVELOPE 








Pink Fringette, 
Show Aristocrat, Red Albino Girl, Bernice, Dream Girl, 
Easter Egg, Glory, Iowa, Rochester, Ruby Girl, Show Em- 
press, Show Man, Show Pink, Snow Line, White Madonna, 
Wintry Nite—10 different $3.75 postpaid. All 16 for $5.00. 
HENRY TEN HAGEN, Warsaw, New York (Free me. 
LEAVES, 15 for $3.00. Send stamp for new and old vari- 
eties. Also rected plants, 10—$4.00. AFRICAN VIOL ET 
SHOP, Gordonsville, Virginia. 

LEAVES—-sensibly priced. Request list. Seed, choice va- 
fowape cross pollinated, $1.00. Redwood leaf mold, og 
bag postpaid $1.00. KRAU SP's AFRICAN VIOLET NT 

SERY, 11823 € hristopher, Inglewood, Calif. 

THIS IS “IT. Most perfect African Violet to date re- 
gardiess of color. 7 to 8 flowers on strong stems, some cov- 
ering silver dollar. There are other double pinks, but this 
is “OHIO BOUNTIFUL’, our new double pink. Every- 
one agrees it EXCELS. Enjoy a pink rose in your home 
all year. Shipping stamped envelope for circular. THE 
SELECT VIOLET HOUSE, Box 1444, Youngstown, Ohio. 
WORLD'S FINEST STRAIN—300 African Violet Seeds—— 
only $1.00. Free expert growing instructions—Free starting 
medium. NORTH NURSERY, 1907 Main Street, Niagara 
Falls 18, New York. 

AFRICAN VIOLETS. Complete growing instructions in 
one Method. Seed, Light, Temperature, Watering, insecti- 
cides, Soil, Feeding—54¢. HARRIET REED CLEMO, 419 
College Avenue, Oskaloosa, Iowa. 

AFRICAN VIOLET SEED—from many crosses of many 
varieties. $1.00 for approximately 300 seeds. Planting in- 
structic ms included. FRIENDLY GARDENS, Box 5, New 
tedford, Pa 

LEAF CUTTINGS and SMALL eres New and older 
varieties. Stamp for list. MRS. JAMES D. FOWLER, 
General Delivery, Sheridan, W yoming. 

ENRICH-ALL ROOTING MEDIUM speeds roots on 
leaves, produces new plants twice, greener foliage, larger 
flowers. Liberal package 25¢. 5 packages $1.00. EVELYN 
JAMES, Box 456A, Davisbure. Michigan 

FREE LIST AFRICAN VIOLETS—FExcellent Selection. 
We snecialize. We hybridize. Wholesale-Retail. OPPEN 
GREENHOUSE, 4330 Auburn Rd., Salem, Oregon. 
AFRICAN VIOLETS: Hand pollinated seeds from one of 
the hest collections in Africa. $2.00 nacket AFRICAN 
ORCHIDS, $2.00 packet. DELPHINIUM GARDENS, c/o 
10 Francis Street, Yeoville, Johannesburg, Africa. 
LEAF SERVICE: New and old varieties. Send stamped 
envelopes for price list. DIBREL SHOP, 818 East 37th, 
Austin 5, Texas 

AFRICAN VIOLETS SEEDS—Mixture of many varieties. 
Approximately 300 seeds with planting instructions £1.00. 
JAMES F. FAILEY—605 W. 77th St. N. Drive, Indian- 
apolis, Ind. 

HAND POLLINATED SEEDS from the world’s largest 
collection of Saintnaulia. $2.50 nacket. Giant Gloxinia, 
$1.50 packet. ROBERT FORTUNE, Box 27, De Deur, 
Transvaal, » South Africa. 


African Violet Planter Mix 
SMITH’S PLANTER MIX for all “house plants. 4 ‘quarts 
$1.00 postpaid. SMITH POTTING SOTL COMPANY, 2513 
East 19th, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
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African Violet Planters 


ALUMINUM PLANTER feeds water and air from bottom. 
$ inch. Anodized Black, Silver, Gold. $2.95 each, two for 
$5.00 postpaid. HERMANN R. ABBRECHT, 822 Suffield 
Road, Birmingham, Michigan. 





African Violet Potting Soil 
WINDOVER POTTING SOIL, made with fiaky leafmold 
especially for African Violets. Will not pack. Sterilized 
with LARVACIDE to eliminate nematodes and other soi! 
a oe Postpaid east of Denver. 4 Ibs. $1.15, 


9 $2.25, 13 Ibs. $2.85. WINDOVER, Inglefield, 
Indiana. 2 he 





ih ‘Wanted — 


CALIFORNIA SWEET SMELLING BEADS. Sensational 
sellers. Big profit for you. Particulars free. MISSION, 
2328BD West Pico, Los Angeles 6, Calif. 


LOVE FLOWERS? Want to turn time to cash? Big de- 
mand among home owners, garden clubs, etc. for our com- 
plete line fall and spring flower bulbs. Write today: 
SALES-MANAGER, P. 0. Box 187-G, Cocoa, Florida 
RUN A SPARE TIME GREETING CARD and Gift Shop 
at home. Show friends samples of our new 1955 All-Occa- 
sion Greeting Cards and Gifts. Take their order and earn 
up to 100% profit. No experience necessary. Costs nothing 
to try. Write today for samples on approval. REGAL 
GREETINGS, Dept. 155, Ferndale, Michigan. 





Amaryllis 


HYBRID AMARYLLIS—leading Dutch Strains—Collec- 
tions, either Ludwig or Warmenhoven. Five bulbs, separate 
shades, including white and rose-pink, $10.50; Five named 
varieties, our selection, Van Meeuwen Strain, $15.50. Five 
named varieties, Ludwig or Warmenhoven Strains, inelud- 
ing white and rose-pink vars., $20.50. New varieties: 
c Yr (W) $5.00; PRINCE OF ORANGE (W) $5.00; 
h LADY (W) $5.00; VIOLETTA (W) $5.00: 
MYSTERIES (W) $5.00; BEACON (W) $8.00; CHERO- 
KEE (W) $7.00; LUDWIG’S DAZZLE oR (L) $5.50; 
CHAMPIONS REWARD (L) $10.00; DELILAH 
$6.00; DIAMOND (L) $10.00; DAINTINESS (L) $ 
LOVE'S DESIRE (L) $8.00; Foe age (VM) 
ALCYONE (VM) $3.50; STAN (VM) $5.00; GONDI- 
$8.00; G 4 Fi VAN 
8s ‘« (miniature-flowered hybrid 
Amaryllis) $5.00 each. Many others. Price list free, with 
descriptions. WY NDH AM HAYW ARD, LAKEMONT 
GARDENS, Winter Park 1, Florida. 
DOMESTIC AMARYLLIS BULB 
colors $1.00 each 3 for $2.50. Fre 
DUTCH. hybrids 
PORTED A I 
P. O. Box 4¢ 


diameter mixed 

e folder on named 
BOOKLET on cultural care of IM 
YLLIS 50¢ copy. JOHNSON BROS., 
, Bound Brook, New Jersey. 








American Gi | 


THE GREAT CASH CROP. Free information. How and 
where to grow—where to sell. Write GINSENG GARD- 
ENS, 861 A Asheville, North Carolina. ia 





Annual Flower Seed 


FREE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG! Grow your own beau- 
tiful Annuals and Houseplants from our choice seed. 
IRVING WALKER, Box 33, Bellerose, New York. 





Asters 


PERENNIAL ASTERS. English importations. ALI 
GLOW, Rose pink. BLONDIE, Large white, ERNEST 
BALL ARD, crimson pink, EV ENTIDE, violet blue. 
JANET McMULLEN, petunia pink. WINSTON CHU * H 
ILL, carmine red. 3 plants $2.75, 6 plants $4.7 
plants $8.25. Postage paid. PRATT’S GARDENS, 

80th South, Seattle, _Washington. -_ Catalogue | free 


Astilbe 


ASTILBE, Dwarf lavender and white. Dark and light 
shades in early and late flowering red and pink. 18 named 
varieties labeled $10.00, 12—$7.50, 6—€4.00, 3—$2.25 
postpaid. FERRILL’S NURSE RY, Salem, Oregon 





Azaleas 


AZALEAS—40 varieties in red, pink, white, purnle and 
combinations of these colors. Send for 1955 list. 
BUCKINGHAM NURSERY, Buckingham, Pa. 
AZALEAS. Glenn Dale and Gables. CAMELLIAS, in- 
cluding eet RHODODENDRONS in_ variety. 
Sturdy LIN Free catalogue. MILLARD HENNY, 
Brooks, orn ag 

12 GIANT FLOWERED AZALEAS FOR ONLY $3.00 
POSTPAID! 4 Pride of Mobile (watermelon pink), 4 
Formosa (lavender), 4 Salmon! Blooming size plants, & 
to 12 inches tall, branched and well rooted! SPECIAL! 
24 for only $5.00! Planting instructions included! PAL- 
METTO NURSERY, Box 4177- A, Mobile, Alabama. 





Azalea & avenge Special 


AZALEA AND EVERGREEN SPECIAL- 3 Azalea Molis 
6-8”, $1.00. 2 Rhododendron Hybrids 4-6", $1.00. 2 Pfitzer 
Juniper 6-10", $1.00. 2 Daphne Cneorum 4-6", $1.00. 3 
Gold Plume Cypress 6-10", $1.00. 3 Spreading Yew 6-10", 
$1.00. Minimum order $3.00. Six collections for $5.00 
Send for price list, JOHN R GIRARO EVERGREEN 
NURSERY, i 48 w. Prospect | Road, Ashtabula, Ohio. 





Baby Evergreens 


BABY EVERGREENS, SEEDS, SEEDLINGS,  orna- 
mentals and Xmas tree stock. Azaleas-Rhododendrons- 
Flowering shrub-Blueberries. CATALOG FREE. GIRARD 
BROS. NURSERY. Geneva, Ohio. 








AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY offers twelve issues of 
THE BEGONIAN plus cultura) bulletin and seeds, to oo h 
new member for $2.50. Address Dept. FG, Box 2544, Los 
Angeles 54, Ca 
BEGONIA TUBERS: Antonelli’s famous strain. Six top 
size tubers $2.00. Gladiolus, dahlias. Catalog Free 
SWAYNE’S GARDENS, Box 109-F, Puyallup, Washing- 
ton, 


Bird Feeders 


SPARROW A nfl ae FEEDER for Cardinals, Gros- 
beaks, Chickadees $7.75 postpaid. Send for literature. 
BEVERLY SP. EC i ALTIES, 10331 8S. Leavitt St., Chicago, 
Illinois, 





WILD BIRD FEEDER, size 7” x 8”, made of California 
Redwood, glass front, hinged roof 9 easy refilling Filled 
and ready to hang. Only $2.69 pp or C.O.D. you pay post- 
age. The ideal gift for shut-ins Binc HWOOD GAR- 
DENS, Lowell, Michigan. 


Bougainvilleas 





BOUGANVILLEAS—Twenty exotic colors; Anthuriums, 
Strelitzias, Ferns, Hibiscus, ‘‘Epi’’ Orchids. Free Catalog. 
FERN HAWAIIAN NURSERY, 1551 Avalon Boulevard, 
Wilmington, California 


Bulbs 


RARE BULBS AND TUBERS Gloriosa Rothschildiana, 
Gloriosa superba and Gloriosa Plantii 50¢ and $1.00 each, 
according to size. Gloriosa Carsoni, $2.00 and $3.00 each 
HAEMANTHUS MULTIFLORUS, African Blood Lily, 
Fireball Lily, easy pot plant, showy blooms, Amary!lis 
culture, $3.00, $5.00 and $10.00 each. Fancy leaved calad 
iums, fine mixed $3.50 doz. Send for variety list. Arrow 
and Lance Caladiums $2.00 each, three varieties $5.00; 
Hersey Strain, Duplex Gerbera Daisies $3.50 doz. (the 
best). Hybrid Crinums, large blooming size, Cecil Houdy- 
shel, Powelli Album, Ellen Bosanquet and Louis Bosan 
quet, $2.50 each. Crinum Giganteum $3.00; Crinum bulb- 
ispermum (Capense) $2.00; Amarcrinum Howardii $2.00; 
Amorphophallus Rivieri, Snake palm, $2.00; Sauromatum 
guttatum; lizard lily, $1.00. Gloxinia perennis (true spe 
cies, blue fox-glove-flowered Gloxinia) $2.00 each. Aga 
panthus umbellatus 50¢; Sprekelia formosissima 7.¢; 
Heliconia latispatha (Macaw plant) $5.00. Postage 10 
extra. Price list fre. WYNDHAM HAYWARD, LAKE 
MONT GARDENS, Winter Park, Florida. 

BULBS FROM HOLLAND. Our catalog offering hundrers 
of varieties of TULIPS, DAFFODILS, HYA‘ INTIS, 
CROCUS ete. ete. will be sent on application. J. HEEM 
KERK, c/o PL Van Deursen, Sassenheim, Holland 


DIRECT “FROM HOLLAND. Our descriptive catalogue, 
offering you the finest HOLLAND-GROWN Tulips, Daf 
fodils, Hyacinths, Crocus, etc. free on application. Q 
ELKHUIZEN, Sassenheim, Holland. 


Business Soil 





GROW MUSHROOMS. Cellar. Shed. Spare, full time, 
year round. We pay $3.50 lb. We paid Babbitt $4,165.00 
in few weeks. Free Book. WASHINGTON MUSHROOM 
IND. Dept. 157, 3954 Admiral Way, Seattle, Wash. 
GROW ORCHIDS at home profitable 
‘round, Maine to California. NO — 
geous Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, etc 
shows you how. Full details TREE 
4622-RR, Wilshire, Los Angeles 5, Calif. 


fascinating. Year 
-NHOUSE. Gor- 

ful home grower 
“FLOWERL AND, 


SPARETIME FIXIT SHOP AT HOME “brings $1090, 
monthly. Customers repeat. Experience unnecessary. No 
selling. Free booklet explains. EARL FOLEY COMPANY, 
Columbia Heights, Minnesota. 


GROW HERBS & SPICES AT HOME (many rare & un 
usual). Make 101 useful and salable products. Big profit 
orders come from neighbors, gift shops, restaurants, et« 
Also mail orders. Window box supplies household needs 
Successful home grower shows you how. FREE—full de- 
tails. HERB CENTER, 601-G So. Vermont Ave., Los An- 
geles 5, Calif 

LEARN FLOWER ARRANGEMENT & FRSaOT EY 
Start your own business, part or full time Many z 
paying positions open. Earn while Warning ‘ 
FREE Book. NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTIT 
Dept. CF-35, 310 8S. Robertson Blvd., Los Angeles 


WANT UP TO $100.00 weekly deposited in your 
hox’? Details free! ALDENSMITH, Dept. FG3, 2708 
dera Rd., San Bernardino, California 


EXCELLENT BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY: Are vou a 
garden enthusiast’ Turn vour “*know-how’"’ into 
handsome profit in a pleasant, gre non-confinivg 
outdoor business by showing the se , nationals 
advertised FERTILEZE SOLUBLE FOOD and 
precision applicators. Fertilizes lawns, flower and ve 
table gardens, rock gardens, trees and shrubs-——the rew 
easy way—through garden hose or a “¥- tem 
Produces results hitherto unknown lis on 
demonstration. Exclusive, reasonably orined FEI TIL 4 ad 
products cover range from small lawns to large ¢ 
Repeat orders bring continued high income — 
users tell friends and neighbors. This is 
prestige-sustaining business you will PE +b enins 
Car necessary. Write NUTRITIONAL CONCENTRATES, 
INC., Desk S-1, New Lexington, Ohio. 

FREE FOLIO “$5,000 to $45,000, Vacations Unlimited.” 
Work home—spare time! No merchandise + gor 100 
other homework businesses! HAYLINGS—FG5, Isha 
California 

NEW PLASTIC MENDING TAPE. Jus press on! Renal 
clothing instantly. Lightning seller. Samples sent on trial 
KRISTEE 110, Akron, Ohic 


nar t 


16° 





_ Flower Grower | 


a ane enceO  tatie 





GROW EXPENSIVE HERBS FOR US! Big profit Home 
susiness of your own. Year around profitunity! We sup- 
ply everything necessary! Send for FREE RARE SEEDS 
AND REVEALING PLAN. NATIONAL HERB EX- 
CHANGE, Box 304-D, Gardena, California. = 
CHINCHILLAS YOU RAISE THEM. We buy them. 
Small capital can show terrific profits at home in your 
spare time. Free booklet explains our new lease plan. Box 
97, Little Neck, New York. 

WHOLESALE! Huge selection, Samat —— products. 
Sensational discounts! Large catalog. Unusual business 
plans included. CONSOL IDATED DIST RIBU TORS, 21- 
86 Lafayette, Paterson 15, New Jersey. 

MAKE MONEY IN LANDSCAPING—Start your own 
business, part or full time. Many good paying positions 
open. Earn while learning. Send for Free Book. NA- 
TIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE, Dept. CF-35, 310 
8S. Robertson Blvd., Los Angeles 48 

SHINE CARS WITHOUT “POLISH”. New invention 
Lightning seller. Cars gleam like mirror. Samples sent 
on trial KRISTEE 109, Akron, Ohio. 


“Cacti-Succulents 


TWENTY VARIETIES, rooted, named $1.50 postpaid, 
pots, dishgardens; including —e tifoatrated 
handbook 50 NATIONAL ACTU 8-su CCULENT 
CLUB, 12021 Hallwood, El a California. 
FASCINATING CACTI! AND SUCCULENTS: Send for 
our free iilustrated price list. LA QUINTA DESERT 
GARDENS, La Quinta, California 

CACTUS AND SUCCULENTS in many unusual kinds of- 
fered in our illustrated Jubilee Price List. 10¢ please. 
GATES CACTUS, INC., Box 247-A, Corona, Calif 


Caladium Bulbs 


FANCY LEAVED—-FOUR BULBS #1 size four—different 
shades—for $1.00 postpaid. REIGLE GARDENS, 1675 So. 
Floral Avenue, Bartow, Florida 
FOR SALE FANCY LEAF CALADIUM BULBS, NO. 2 
bulbs 1” 1%” , named varieties $15.00 per 100, mixed va- 
rieties $13.50 per 100. NO. 1 bulbs 144”-21%” size, Named 
varieties $18 50 per 100, Mixed varieties $16.50 per 100. 
Shipped F.O.B, Sebring, Railway Express. NO. 2 bulbs 
1”-144” reds, pinks & whites with green $2.50 per dozen. 
we 1 bulbs 144”-2%4” reds, pinks & whites with green 
$3.75 per dozen. Parcel post paid by us. M. L. SMITH 
NURSERY, P. O. BOX 563, Sebring, Florida 


Chrysanthemums 


GARDEN CHRYSANTHEMUMS Five different $1.50, 25 
different $5.00 add postage; send dime for descriptive 
folder listing the 100 best varieties. HAV’ALOOK GAR- 
DENS, Fowlerville, Michigan. 

HARDY CHRYSANTHEMUMS-—-Send for catalog listing 
new and popular kinds; Perennials for your home; House 
plants in variety, TERRAC E VIEW GARDENS, Green- 
castle, Indiana. 

RARE SPIDERY FUJI CHRYSANTHEMUMS 2 each 6 
kinds, dozen $3.00. Single Poms, Buttons, 2 each 10 
kinds. $2.00. Labeled. Prepaid. GABLES’ NURSERY, 
Haralson, Georgia, 

PRIZE WINNING CHRYSANTHEMUMS: 250 varieties. 
Large, Intermediate, Pompon, Button, Cushion, Spoon, 
Spider, Single, Anemone types. 24 large (4 varieties) 
$2.00. 48 assorted (16 varieties) unlabeled $2.00. List 
MRS. H. G. WOODS, Route 3, Box 35, Donalsonville, 
Georgia 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS 170 varieties 
lilies, Poppies, free catalog. Don't miss Hazil, Wilma 
Lee. OMAR COLES, Magnolia, New Jersey 

“MODERN MUMS FOR 1955,"" our new list, again fea- 
tures the finest garden varieties as well as many choice 
perennials. Reserve your copy now. FLEMING’S FLOWER 
‘IELDS, 3100 Leighton Avenue, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
FREE MUMS, Request catalog and receive 3 new Show 
Mums with order of $2.50. Mention ad. ATHALIA GAR- 
DENS, Athalia, Ohio 

CHRYSANTHEMUMS—Over 300 varieties grown as hob- 
af surplus plants sold each spring, popular prices. All 
types, sizes and colors. Request variety list F. A 
sr IVEY, Box 574, Montgomery, Alabama 

HARDY CHRYSANTHEMUMS. Pompons, Spiders, 
Giants, Anemones, Caseades, Cushions 15 for $1.00 
mixed, labeled, all different. Write for free list. DAVID 
L .NORVELL, E. 2525 N. Altamont Blvd., Spokane 32, 
Washington, 


Dahlias, Iris, Day- 


Colchicine 


PREPARED 8Y A DRUGGIST. Amateur or Professional 
you will enjoy creating new varieties. Transform your 
violets or hobby plants into giants. Use either —_ hicine 
yaste or solution. Directions furnished. $2.00 Pe 
Yo COD's, BROOKLANDS PHARMACY, 363 The Brook- 
lands, Akron 5, Ohio 


Coldframes and Hotbeds 


EASILY ASSEMBLED KIT MAKING a big insulated 
coldframe. Get your flowers started early. Plant varieties 
you want; sell extras. Easily made into a hotbed: instruc 
tions included. 8x6 ft. size $39.50, 3x12 ft. $74.50 Fob 
COD's 20% down. ROBERTSON INDUSTRIES, 81 
Fourth Ave., South, Moorhead, Minn 


35 mm Color Slide Programs 
10¢ BRINGS NEW LIST 120 RENTAL SETS. Roses. Iris, 


Daylilies, Gardens, Arrangements, Flower Shows etc. 
PHILIP CORLISS, Box 68, Somerton, Arizona, 
Corsage Materials 
THE BEST corsage making materials are so inexpensive. 


Free illustrated catalog. DOROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE, 
Dept. FG-26, Pleasantville, New York. 
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Cymbidium Back Bulbs 
OUR 1954 CROP OF BACK BULBS ARE READY to 


plant from our stock of recent hybrids. Fine colors, free 
flowering $1.00 each in lots dl 10. Send for our cultural 
bulletin & catalog, 50¢. No charge for catalog with order 
of $10.00 or more. THE Onc: HID HOUSE, 9433 East 
sSroadway, Temple City, California, _Cumbe' srland 3. 3968. 


Dahlias 


DAHLIAS—Roots, pot roots, ‘cuttings, plants. American 
and pe varieties. Send for list. HANNA DAHLI A 
GARDENS, Dept. F, Clayton, New Jersey. 

BAnLiAn: Ten large flowering $3.00; 
$5.00. All different. Lists free. — NOLDS DAHLIA 
FARM, Buttell Ave., Lakewood, New Jersey. 
DAHLIAS—MICHIGAN’S FINEST, Your headquarters 
for Dahlias, plant labels and other supplies. Write for 
free 1955 list. HILL DAHLIA NURSERIES, 189 Welch, 
Battle Creek, Michigan, Le 

DAHLIAS SINCE 1920. Introducing MARVELOUS. See 
HONOR ROLL. Best stock Prairie Fire, Carnival. FREE 
LIST. ROSEMARY GARDENS, Martins Ferry, Ohio. 
BEST NEW AND STANDARD DAHLIA VARIETIES. 
The show spot of your garden. Root list free. HAUGH 
DAHLIA GARDENS, Wellsville, Ohio if 
CALIFORNIA'S GIANT DAHLIAS—one of California's 
largest gardens. Write for list. PETE'S DAHLIA GAR- 
DENS, P. O. Box 225, Tulare, Calif. 

DAHLIAS: Best roots, lowest prices, roots and seed. 
Write today for list. PUGET SOUND DAHLIA GAR- 
DENS, 6417 Pacific, Tacoma, Washington. . ss 

BEST GROWN DAHLIAS, iris, Daylilies, Chrysanthe- 
mums, Shrubs, Trees, Evergreens, Fruit, Lilies, Seeds, In- 
secticides. Catalog. ECONOMY NURSERIES, Box 434 A, 
Duluth, Minnesota. 

DAHLIAS: The best of the New, t 
Price list. FREE. 
Ironton, Ohio 


DAHLIAS: No. 1 Roots, 





twenty varieties 


the choicest of the Old. 
CRONACHER DAHLIA GARDE NS, 


all different and labeled. 8— 
Large Decorative $3.25. 6—Cactus & semi-cactus $3.25. 
10—Pompons $2.50. 10—Mixed varieties $3.50. List Free. 
WESTBY'S DAHLIAS, Boring, Oregon. 

DAHLIA PLANTS AND CUTTINGS—New and old va- 
rieties. Send for list. GAMSTON GARDENS, 593 Pier- 
mont Ave., River Vale, New Jersey. 

SUPERIOR DAHLIAS. One root Arthur Godfrey, Croy- 
den’s Masterpiece, Quinns Tidal Wave, Patricia Spollen, 
Ada N., Madonna, Ami Blim, Edna D. ‘$6.00 list. FLOYD 
MEESKE, Wyoming, Illinois 

EXHIBITION DAHLIAS—Originator of Shirley Jonm, In- 
spected stock. Attractive prices. 1955 list free. RA-NELL 
DAHLIA GARDENS, Rte. 3, Drayton Plains, Mich. i. 
DAHLIAS: Twelve large beauties, different $3. Poms, 
miniatures, fifteen $3.00; both orders $5. Postpaid. 
ARCHIE MARTELL, 19 Allerton St., Quincy, Mass 
DAHLIAS SINCE 1926. Honor Roll 1955, Opal Searbor- 
ough and Laura May. Free List. WATERS DAHLIAS, 
5936 Imperial, South Gate, Calif. 

EXHIBITION DAHLIAS—150 Best. American 
Roll and Foreign certificate winners ¢ up. Interesting 
catalog free. GREUBELS GARDENS, Derry, Pa. _ 
DAHLIAS SEED. No rain until Nov. 9 produced sun 
dried seed. Germination tests proved 85%. Mixture from 
800 named varieties. 130 seed $2.00 postpaid. H. POPE, 
3200 Liberty Avenue, Alameda, Galifornia 
DAHLIAS—FEight large flowering $2.50. All different. We 
specialize in Holland varieties. List free. HOLLAND 
DAHLIA GARDENS, R. R. 2, Holland, Michigan 
DAHLIAS, CHRYSANTHEMUMS, PRIMROSES. a rg 
est, earliest, best. Satisfaction guaranteed. Free 

roots. Early delivery. Catalog free WINC HE TEI 
NURSERY, 3B Snohomish, Washington 


Honor 


Daylilies Hemerocallis 
DAYLILIES, SPRING SHIPMENT. Choice of four. Ar- 


line, Ducat, Flames, Georgia, Painted Lady, Talisman, 
Vespers, Yellowstone. $5.00. HOWE GARDENS, Hollis- 
ton, Massachusetts 

DAYLILIES—Special 5 Chrysanthemums 10 
$1.00. Fine Iri Assorted, “1, postpaid. Catalog 
MRS. TRACIE CHE \THAM, 345 South 4th, Danvilie, 
Ky 

DAYLILIES: All of and only Dr Stout’s Hybrids. New 
colors. New sizes. New seasons. Send 10¢ for our illus- 
trated catalog telling Why, When, How, Which and Where 
to Plant. FARR NURSERY CO., Box 3, Womelsdorf, Pa 
DAYLILY AND BEARDED IRIS price list offering qual 
ity plants of outstanding varieties sent on request. M. T 
YOUNG, Tallulah, Louisiana. 

WHEN NEAR WASHINGTON see our 700 kinds Hemero 
eallis and many others. Price list). NORTON GARDENS, 
4922 40th Place, Hyattsville, Maryland 
DAYLILIES—Yellow: Flavina, Judge Orr, 
Hesperus, Wheeler Halo, Chinghai, 
wyn, Honey Redhead, Lone Star, Minnie, Port, Roval 
Ruby, Sachem, Saline Flame. Pink Toned: Ballet Girl, 
Dawn Play, Sweet Briar. Purple: Purple Emperor. Or 
ange: August Orange. Bicolors: Cabellero, Bobolink, Su 
Lin, Gay Troubadour, Mary Guenther. Six varieties, all 
different, $5.00 postpaid oy GARDENS, 1118 Sutter 
Avenue, University City 14, 

DAYLILIES 
price, Circe, 
Ophir, 


$1.00, 


sountiful, 
Moonray. Red: Ber- 


August pioneer, Autumn Red, Bicolor, Ca 
‘rystal Pink, Lustrous, Matador, Margaret, 
Patric Port, Rosalind, Sachem, Tejas, Triumph, 
Zouave. 10 for $4.00. Display Garden 400 varieties. Cata- 
log 10¢. HEMKNOLL, Whippany, New Jersey 
DAYLILY COLLECTIONS. Antoinette, Babette, 
niere, Caballero, Dauntless, Dawn, Fancy 
Golden West, Helen Champlin, Maculata, 
B. F. Bonner, Mardi Gras, Mary 
lands, Myrna, On Tour, Patricia, Persion Princess, Pink 
Charm, Port, Red. Bird, Royalty, Show Off, Seashells, 
Supreme, Susan, Topeka, Trail of Gold, White Lady 
Any four (4) for $2.00; Twelve (12) for $5.00. Spring or 
fall delivery Free catalog. TOM CRAIG, Route 24, 
Box 315, Exeondido, Calif 


Bouton 
Trimmings 
Madcap, Mrs 
Guenther, Meadow 





Delphiniums 


WRITE FOR FREE Delphinium and Mum um descriptive 
list and price folder, KLEIN’S GREENHOUSE, North 
Salem, Indiana. — 
DELPHINIUMS: Pudor’s strain, Pkt. seeds $1.00, Other 
perennials, annuals. Catalog Free. SWAYNE’S GAR- 
DENS, Box 109-F, Puyallup, Washington. 





Earthworms 


BIGGER, BETTER flowers, gardens |! Earthworms cut 
costs and labor. Easy, simple! !! Free revealing facts, in- 
formation! Write EARTHMASTER SYSTEM, 27F, El 
Monte, California. 
LARGE RED WIGGLERS faster easier raising, better soil 
building, also excellent fish bait, 500—$2.50, 1,000—$3.75, 
5,000-—$17.50 postpaid. Write for prices larger quantities. 
AL AMANCE WORM RANCH, Route #1, Haw River, 
North Carolina. 


Evergreens 


EVERGREENS, AZALEAS, RHODODENDRONS in baby 
sizes, Ornamental shrubs, trees, hollies. Send for free 
Spring catalog. GREEN RIDGE NURSERY, Madison 4, 
Ohio. 

EVERGREEN SEEDLINGS AND TRANSPLANTS. Send 
for free price list. NEUNER’S EVERGREEN NURSERY, 
Dept. F« 68 Eicher Road, Pittsburgh 2, Pa. 


Fertilizers 


HOME - MIXED DRY OR LIQUID FERTILIZERS save 
money. Complete explanation $1.50. Foliar feeding, hydro- 
ponics included. PHYTAMIN, 915 Broadway, Everett, 
Washington. 


Paenes heunen rs Supplies 


CAREFULLY SELECTED EQUIPMENT for flower ar- 
rangement and corsages at lowest prices. Free illustrated 
catalog, DOROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE, FG-27, Pleas- 
antville, New York. 

FREE CATALOGUE FG on most complete and varied 
selection of holders, containers, bases accessories. 
LITTLE SHOP, : Metairie Road, New Orleans, Louisi- 
ana. 

LOVELY PEACH BLOSSOM TREE KIT: Interesting 
weathered wood with blossoms, free form base adorable 
Figurines, complete, postpaid, 0. Hawaiian & Native 
dried material; Ten Commandments for Flower Arrangers; 
Ming Tree Kits, hand Ceramic. containers; Natural or 
Sandblasted gnarled Manzanita; Wholesale or Retail price 
list with photos FREE. MING CRAFT, Loomis, Cali- 
fornia. Pad B => j _ 
WRITE FOR LIST OF NATURAL DECORATIVE 
FLORA for moderf dry arrangements. Direct from source 
for better quality, price, variety PALM VALLEY 
RANC H, Box 70, Palm Springs, California. 


Forsythia 


NEW SPRING GLORY FORSYTHIA. Loveliest of all 
Goldenbells. Dwarf grower Abundance of creamy 
flowers cover the branches. Two plants 2 to 3 ft 
Offer S-4—$3.35, postpaid. Ask for Free Copy 56 
Planting Guide Catalog in color. WAYNE SBORO 

Nu RSERIES, Waynesboro, Virginia 


Fruits 


PAPAY AS—Grow them in the North for beautiful tropical 
effect. In the South for finest health fruit. New crop 
seed of our superior ‘‘Orizaba’’ strains now available 
Large packet about 200 seeds with cultural directions 
$1.00. SABIN K. ELDER, R. 2, San Benito, Texas 


Garden Books 


UNUSUAL AMERICAN, foreign, 
importers. Send today for free list 
STORE, Garden Books Dept., 
4, Calif 


old and new. Direct 
HORN’S BOOK- 
836A Olive Avenue, Fresno 


. Gardenia 


WELL ROOTED EASTER PLANTS, 
Leaf Crotons, Jasmine and Bougainvillea. $1.00 each, 5 
for $2.75, with culture directions. PHILIP PATE, Kis- 
simmee 10, Florida 


Gardenia, Fancy 


Geraniums 


GERANIUMS—Searce, odd and unusual varieties. Fancy 
Scented-leaved, Pelargoniums Catalog free 
S GERANIU M GARDENS, 221 West 223rd Street, 
Torrance, California 

GERANIUMS—Rose Scented, ete 
cuttings $3.00, 10 for $4.00 
DENS, 33 Eglise, 


Collectors item 
Postpaid. TOTTEN GAR- 
Rivera, Calif. 


Ginger Lilies 


GINGER LILIES Kaempferia Roscoeana (Peacock 
Plant) $1.00 Kaempferia rotunda, Resurrection Lily, 50¢ 
and $1.00, and $2.50 according to size. Shipped as dor- 
mant rhizomes in spring. See article on Kaempferias in 
November FLOWER GROWER. Three others: Kaempferia 
Galang (edible), K. Parrishii and K. Gilberti, charming 
and unusual, 50¢ and $1.00 each. Other Gingers—-Zingiber 
Zerumbet, (red pine cone ginger) $1.00; Zingiber Darcevi, 
variegated ginger, $2.00; Zingiber officinale, (Canton edi 
ble ginger) $1.00; Cureuma Roscoeana, Terracotta bracts, 
showy pot plant species, $5.00; Curcuma Zedoaria, rose 
purple Ginger 50¢ and $1.00; Cureuma Ppetiolata (orchid 
pink ginger) 50¢ and $1.00; Curcuma latifolia, giant spe- 
cies, with large heads of lavender rose bracts, $2.10: 
Hedychium coronarium, White ginger, $1.00; Hedychium 
flavum, yellow Ginger $1.00; Alpinia (nutans) speciosa, 
Pink Porcelain or Shell Ginger, $1.00; Costus spicatus, 
Spiral Flag, coral tubular > on terminal cones, 
$1.00, Postage 10% extra. Price list free. Wyndham Hay- 
ward, LAKEMONT GARDENS, Winter Park, Florida. 


FLOWER GROWER 





Glodioles 


GLADIOLUS FROM SEED are most exciting. Growing 
100 varieties Miniatures, Glads, Bulb and Seed list No- 
seg Ist. Write VENNARDS, Box 394-F, Sioux City, 
owa 


ACT NOW!! Highest quality at amazing prices. o our 
catalogue and prove it to } LLOWAY 
IOLUS GARDENS, R.D. , Lyons, New York. 


100 BLOOMING SIZE SLAbIELUS BULBS: in about 
50 gorgeous colors. $2.50; 200 bulbs $4.50 postpaid. Free 
catalog +g many outstanding varieties. TAYLOR 
GARDENS, Ware, Mass. 





SPECIAL 25 GLADIOLUS BULBS. Jumbo size 2 inches 
diam. Every bulb a different variety for only $2.00 post- 
paid. Ask for price list. NEW ENGLAND BULB CO., 
Box 743, New London, Conn. ee a 
GLADIOLUS—Best new introductions, Symposium win- 
ners, and new ruffled varieties. Send for free illustrated 
catalog. SNYDER’S GLAD ACRES, Richmond, Michigan. 
MINIATURE GALIDIOUS. The newest thing in Glads.! 
Vivid colors! Unusual forms! Free catalog. MAPLETON 
FLOWER & BULB COMPANY, Mapleton, Oregon, 
DON’T BUY YOUR REQUIREMENTS UNTIL you have 
our 1955 free descriptive catalogue covering over one hun- 
dred varieties. Unsurpassed quality. Write for yours today. 
HEMINGSON FARMS, Waupaca, Wisconsin. 
GLADIOLUS BULBS ARE IN SHORT SUPPLY so get 
your list early. Wholesale, Retail. WOODSIDE GLADI- 
OLUS GARDENS, Webster, New York. 

GLADIOLUS. Send for descriptive price list. Special: 1 100 
large mixed bulbs $4.00; 100 blooming size mixed $3.00. 
JORDAN GLADIOLUS GARDENS, Jordan, New York. _ 
TALL CORN GLADS AND PEONIES. Healthy bulbs, 
generosity and satisfaction guaranteed. Catalogue free. 
H. E. MORROW, Dept. N, Monticello, Iowa. 
GLADIOLUS BULBS—65 lg., 100 med. or 300 small 
postpaid for $3.00. Send for list. DURDELLS, R. 2, 
Appleton, Wisconsin. 


GLADIOLUS; 25 variety quality assortment. 110 large 
bulbs, $4.00. Ninety medium, $2.40. Catalog, describing 
200 varieties. GLADVALE GARDENS, Walnut, [linois. 


GLADIOLUS NEW AND OLD. 
quality bulbs. 
BROS., 





30 years supplying fine 
Reasonable prices. Free catalog. GELSER 
Box F, Dalton, N. Y. 

GLADIOLUS, 125 Giant Exhibition Varieties Dahlias. 
Tuberous Begonias. Gloxinias. Lilies. Cannas. Money 
Saving Specials. Free catalog. FOLEY GARDENS, Free- 
port, Illinois. 


“GROW MINIATURE and SMALL TYPE GLADIOLUS” 
and get a real thrill from these exquisite little beauties 
Free catalog listing about 300 varieties. ROGERS’ GLAD 
GARDENS, Box 128 K, Greenlawn, L. I., New York. 


HIGHEST RATED SYMPOSIUM VARIETIES. Exhibi- 
tion and new introductions. Write for list giving ratings 
of two National Symposiums. JEAN JOAN FARM, Bel- 
mar, New Jersey. 


GLADIOLUS, RAINBOW MIXTURE, blooming size, tax 
included, postpaid. Hundred only $2.00. Thousand bulb- 
lets $1.29. List. _GLADHAVEN, Sebastopol, California 





Greenhouses 


REDWOOD 9 x 12’°9” " Sturdi- Built Greenhouse, every- 
thing complete above foundation including glass, only 
$225.00 delivered. STURDI-BUILT GREENHOUSE CO., 
11304 8.W. Boones Ferry Road, Oswego, Oregon. 


Herbs 


FOR FRAGRANCE AND FLAVOR—10 "packets all dif- 
ferent herb seeds $1.00; packet mixed herb seeds and 
descriptive booklet containing recipe suggestions 25¢. 
HAV’ ALOOK GARDENS, Fowlerville, Michigan. 


HERB PLANTS—Fascinating to grow. Over 100 varieties: 
culinary, scented and decorative. Send 10¢ for two attrac- 
tive pamphlets listing available plants and seeds plus 
cookery guide for herb and spice use. THE POTTERS POF 
BARABOO, Dept, FG, Baraboo, Wisconsin. 


HEALTHFUL—>profitable—fiavorful 10 big 
packets finest Herb seeds. Growing instructions—recipes. 
All complete for only $1.00. NORTH NU RSERY. 1907 
Main St., Niagara Falls 38, New York. 


10 PACKETS OF DIFFERENT HERB SEEDS—$1.00. 
3 Elephant garlic bulbs, oy ye 6 times 
larger—$1. “‘15 Ways to Make Money With Herbs’’ 

word manual—$l. NICHOL ry re ARDEN NURSERY, 

N.W. Pacific Hwy., Albany, Oregon. 


GROW HERB PLANTS FROM CAREFULLY SELECT- 
ED SEED. Large packet 25¢, 6 for $1.00. Large assort- 
ment. HAPPY APACHE SEED, Box 2953, Terminal An- 
nex, Los Angeles, California. 








different 


House Plants 


RARE PLANT CATALOGUE ILLUSTRATED—Hard to 
find house plants, Geraniums, Begonias, Perennials, Herbs 
15¢. Collection: 6 choice Geraniums $2.50. MERRY 
GARDENS, Camden, Maine. 


Hummingbird Rasdion 


GREGOR'S HUMMINGBIRD FEEDERS, reservoir type, 
used professionally, avoid constant refilling. Two feeders, 
instructions, $2.50 ppd. LARGE 2 CUP SIZE available. 
JOHN GREGOR, Townline Road, Nanuet, N.  # 


Insectivorous Plants 


Giant insect 
18” Parr 
Grants 


COBRA LILY (Darlingtonia Coliternion) 
eating plant of the Siskiyous. Seeds $1.00 pkt. 
$3.00, two for $5.00 pp. COBRA SALES, Box IF, 
Pass, Oregon. 





Iris 

JAPANESE IRIS Ae yt ey Blooming size. As- 

colors, labeled. COD orders shipped, $4.50 for 10. 

$20. 00 for 100. V. W. WILSON, R. 3, Box 184, Savannah, 
Georgia. 





MARCH 1955 


MODERN IRIS-Blue Rhythm, Chantilly, Elmohr, Gay 
Senorita, Golden Majesty, Great Lakes, Helen McGregor, 
Lady Mohr, Lady Boscawen, Minnie Colquitt, Mulberry 
Rose, Ola Kala, Red Torch, Redward, Snow Flurry; Any 
five, $2.00; ten, $3.75; all fifteen, $5.00. A $1.00 packet of 
iris seeds from new pinks included with early orders, Free 
Catalog. DIEHL’S GARDENS, Box 307-F, Alamo, Cali 
fornia 
IRIS SALE. Buy at wholesale modern iris. 
for lists and collections. MT. 
Mt. Upton, New York. 
I1RIS—DAYLILIES. Send for our free catalog listing over 
500 world famous varieties. NORWOOD IRIS GARDENS, 
12043-9 Hallwood, El Monte, California. 
FREE COLOR CATALOG. Tall bearded Iris. Finest 
Washington rhizomes. Three new introductions. Almost 
600 varieties. EDEN ROAD IRIS GARDEN, P. 0. Box 
117, Wenatchee, Wash. 
IRIS COLLECTIONS. 
Rhythm, Blue Valley, 
Chivalry, Cloth of Gold, 
Song, Desert Sunrise, 
ereign, Grace Ballard, Grand Canyon, Helen McGregor, 
Lady Mohr, Lynn Langford, Master Charles, Moab, 
Morning Blue, New Snow, Ola Kala, Red Torch, Rocket, 
Rodeo, Russet Wings, Sea Lark, Tiffany. Any four (4) 
for $2.00; Twelve (12) for $5.00. Free catalog. TOM 
CRAIG, Route 24, Box 315, Escondido, Calif. 
Landscaping 
PROFESSIONAL PLANS for your individual needs, de- 


signed for year-round beauty. Moderate cost. Write for 
details. LANDSCAPER, Box 412, Garberville, California 


Send stamp 
UPTON IRIS GARDENS, 


Black Banner, Blue 
Capitola, Carabel.a, 
Deep Velvet, Desert 
Hills, Gold Sov 


Altamohr, 

Can-Can, 
Distance, 

Francelia, Far 


Lilacs 


FINEST FRENCH & NOVELTY LILACS. Sturdiest own- 
root stock. Specimens; special collections. Free catalog. 
UPTON NU RSERY, Dept. C, 4838 Spokane, Detroit 4, 
Mich 


Lilies 
FORMOSANUM LILY. Most beautiful, hardy, fall flower- 
ing, white Easter Lily. Guaranteed to Vet y bulbs, 15 for 
$2.00, 50—$5.00. Extra large $2.00, postpaid 


WOL FF’S LILIES, 139 N. Highland, * springtietd, Pa 


Magazines 


FLOWER MAGAZINE —, gardeni ads—year 
$1.00. 3 different issues 25¢. ARDEN "GLE ANINGS, 
Back to Eden, Box A, Baroda, Michigan. 

JOE’S BULLETIN offers bulbs, plants, seed at half r 

lar catalog prices, Two years $1.00. Sample copy free. “foo 
Basswood Ave., Dayton, Ohio. ‘ 
MAGAZINE TELLS how compost, mulching and other 
natural methods can make gardening more fun, more 
bountiful, more economical. Send only $2.00 (special % 
price offer) for vig year. _ mades FREE booklet, 

to Make Compost in 14 as ORGANIC 
DENING AND FARMING, Dept. F-1, Emmaus, Pa 


Marigolds 


MAN-IN-THE-MOON. The lightest of all yellow mari- 
golds and our nearest to yr. most talked of mari 
gold ever. Pkt. ; 1/16 oz. $1.00. W ATLEE BU RPEE 
CO., 524 Burpee Bldg., Phiisdciphian Pa.; Clinton, Iowa; 
Riverside, Calif, 








thee - (Z-52) Zoysia 


MEYER (Z-52) ZOYSIA: The grass you have been read- 
ing about. Z-52 is the grass for you the answer to your 
Lawn problems. Beautiful mat deep emerald color, chokes 
out weeds. Lowest prices. Write for information. 

GRASS NURSERY, Box 2176, Spring Hill. Alabama. 
MEYER (2-52) ZOYSIA. Highest quality. Lowest 
prices. Wholesalers-Retailers of permanent lawn grasses. 
Free information. NORDAN’S GRASS FARMS, Abbe- 
ville, Alabama. 





’ iin Tene 


GROW MINIATURE MING TREES 8 for $2. 7. 200 va- 
rieties perennials, rubs, trees, evergreens—10-25-50¢. 
BARTS NURSERY, 5th Street, Fullerton, Pennsylvania. 
POTTED BABY TREES EASY TO DWARF. Redwoods, 
imported trees. Catalog 25¢. Folder ee. RARE PLANT 
CLUB, Box 398FG, Kentfield, California 

DWARFED MING TREES. Japanese “Boneai Method 
Seed for 200 trees—10 varieties—evergreen, fruit, flower- 
ing. Ancient experts’ instructions—fascinating hobby. 
Make money! Moneyback guarantee. Only $2.00 complete. 
NORTH NU RSERY, 1907 Main Street, Niagara Falls 28, 
New Yor 











Minivan 


OUTHOUSES, CESSPOOLS, septic tanks, clogged drains, 
etc., cleaned, deodorized without digging or pumping cost. 
PEPS-IT reduces masses. laims faulty leachability. 
Restores old systems to a condition approaching newness. 
Postal brings free details. ELECTRIC SEWER CLEAN- 
ING CO., Allston 34, Mass. 

SWISS FLORAL POSTCARDS from Switzerland, 500 col- 
orful beauties. List free. Samples 10¢ coin. GLOBART 
COMP ant. Box 219, Madison Square Station, New York 
10, N. 

INDOOR MOVABLE LOUVERED STOCK SIZE SHUT- 
TERS for windows, doors. Trim to fit. For prices write 
MERRICK SHUTTERS, One Murray Place, Merrick, New 
York. 

GARDEN ITEMS. Write for Free Bulletin listing 100 un- 
usual Garden Items. BURGER GARDEN CENTER, Box 
488. Elgin, Illinois. 


Nursery Stock 


FREE:—Complete HOME ORCHARD AND LANDSCAPE 
GUIDE showing famous young 

Fruit trees and Paper Shell Pecan 

sold only by the Old —— Wolfe essen. 34 years 
of Cogenteto service. Buy @ 

newest and finest SHADE TE 

SHRUBS, BULBS AND EVERGREENS. | Delivered field 
fresh to your door we Lg GO at attractive savings. We are 
as near as your Write today! WOLFE 
NURSERY, Box rao si Stepheavitie Texas. 


10 DELPHINIUM—Gold Medal $1.: 6 Assorted Phiox 
$1.98, 6 Assorted Giant Dahiias $1. 95, All three $5.75 
Offering Minnesota Fruit Trees, Gladiolus, Roses, Chrys 
anthemums. Catalog free. SWEDBERG NURSERY, Bajtle 
Lake, Minnesota 

10 vars Fir, Spruce, Pine, 
tions, $1 Same 

WEINER Nu RSERY, 


labeled packets, direc- 
collection, 50 good seedlings $5.00, 
Sauk Centre, Minn. 


Orchids 


WHO SAYS YOU CAN'T GROW ORCHIDS? $1.00 buys 
illustrated folder featuring “‘Kiack OUrchid’’ on cover; 22 
articles on all phases Urchid care. Sowing seed to making 
corsages; dividing, repotting plants to propagating back 
bulbs. Easy to understand. No technical doubie-taik. Your 
Orchid Foider expands to make room for more articles 
and listings sent periodically DANIEL RYERSON 
FLORIDA GROWN UKCHIDS, Box 505, Homestead, Fla 
CYMBIDIUM ORCHIDS Hellebore Hybrids, Hardy 
ferns, Send f rd interesting plant catalog. HAC IENDA DE 
BELLONA, 11720 East Killian, Ei Monte, Calif. 
GROW ensures at home—profitable—fascinating. Yea 
‘round, Maine to California NO GREENHOU sk. 
Gorgeous ages, Cymbidiums, ete. Successful home 
grower shows you how. FREE full details. FLOWER- 
LAND, 4662- “WN Wiishire, Los Angeles 5, Calif 
3 ORCHID PLANTS (one in bud) 
Growing instructions included. Presner’s 4th illustrated 
Orchid book 50¢. Best for be nee rs or double your money 
back if you don’t agree. SAMUEL PRESNER, Box 4550 
FF, Coral Glables, Florida. 
ORCHID PLANTS, SUPPLIES and BOOKS. Free price 
lists. Write Dept. 2, FINCK FLORAL CO., R#12, Box 
287, Kirkwood 22, Missouri. 
ADULT ORCHIDS—Different biocoming periods. 3 plants 
$6.25. Postage $50 extra. Free instructions. LEHIGH 
FLORAL COMPANY, 327 East Church Street, Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. “ 
SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG 25 photographs of Orchids 
Discount $2.00 on first $5.00 order. MOORE’S ORCHIDS, 
I’. O. Box 757, Laredo, Texas. 


Orchid Cactus 


SURPLUS SALE—ORCHID CACTUS CUTTINGS (miaed 
colors) $2.00 per dozen, $10.00 per 100, postpaid. PERC 
ASH, 1215 Nopal, Santa Barbara, Calif. 


5.50 air-mail prepaid! 


Oriental Spurge 


ORIENTAL SPURGE, pac ageentes terminalis, a beauti- 
ful evergreen ground cover. 25 for $3.75, 50 for $6.00, 100 
for $10.00, postpaid. HOUCHIN, Flowers, Crown Point, 
Indiana 


Pansies 

PANSY PLANTS—Super Swiss Gem, poises colors 
hardy and field grown, postpaid n .0.D. 50-—$2.00, 
100-—$3.00, 500—$12.50, 1000 $20. 00. pRAGSDAL E'S 
PANSY GARDEN, 1316 W 5th, Tyler, Te 

STEELE’S JUMBOS. Gigantic flowers, gorgeous colors 
Transplanted plants in bloom. 50 for $3. ob. it 100 for $5.00, 
postpaid. 1000 for $30.00, express collect WARD'S 
PANSY GARDENS, 6028 Houston Road, Macon, Georgia 


STEELE’S JUMBO MIXED, the largest flowering Pansies, 
great color range; also Steele’s Butterfly Hybrids, in un- 
believably ruffied, fluted —— st med i cutting 
All plants blooming size. Pc plants $3.00; 100 
plants $5.75. PLAIN CITY roRRE NHOU SES. Plain City, 
Ohio. 


Pennies 
TREE PEONIES. Yearting grefta. Pink, ‘purple, red, 
white. Three named varieties $8.00 postpaid. Free list 
ATHA GARDENS, West Liberty, Ohio. 


Petunias 


CROWN JEWELS. New. Second generation hybrids with 
the brightest, glistening colors ever seen in bedding petu- 
nias—clear blue, deep blue, cerise, ruby-red, and creamy 
yellow in mixture. Pkt. 25¢; 1000 seeds $1.00. W. ALTEE 
BURPEE CO., 524 Burpee Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. ; 
Clinton, Towa; Riverside, Calif. al 


Plants 


BLUEBERRY PLAN/SS (Bearing Age) $1.15, Strawber- 
ries 100—$2.75, everbearing 100 50. Fruit Tree & 
Berry catalog Free. COMMONFIEL Ds NURSERIES, Ips- 
wich, Massachusetts . 
BEAUTIFUL NATIVE PLANTS of the Great Plains— 
Lovely creeping Phioxes, sun loving Violets, rock garden 
Clematises, Evening Primroses, large flowered Penstem- 
ons, rare cushion Astragali, Choice Antennarias, Asters, 
Daisies, etc. Hardy Cacti, Shrubs, Seeds. Catalog on re- 
quest. CLAUDE A. BARR, Prairie Gem Ranch, Smith- 
wick, South Dakota 


STRAWBERRY PLANTS, healthy, state inspected, virus 
free; Premier, Catskill, Sparkle. Also, a good strain of 
Empire, Erie, Pathfinder, Robinson. 100 plants $3.25, 
200/34.95, 500/29.95, 1,000/$15.95, plus postage Super- 
fection Everbearing 100 plants $4.95, 200/$8 %. B. G 
SWEETLAND, Glastonbury, Conn. 


Plant Food 


PEP- -SOIL (earthworm castings)—Nature’s finest plant 
—¥ For all potting. Use straight or mix with soil—will 

bu 3 pounds $1.25 postpaid. Yarian’s PEP-SOIL, 
Route 3, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


‘tenis Mantes Egg Cases 


PRAYING MANTES EGG CASES. Help rid your garden 
of insects. $1.00 each, 6 for $5.00. Order Now. Instruc- 
tions enclosed. DAVIS, 434 Orchard Avenue, Yeadon, 
Penna 
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Most Useful 
Yard and Garden 
Tool You Can Buy! 








A ted eA, 


New ‘Handyman’ | 


rs Ss A— 
BARROW 


The New Handyman is not only 
the most useful and versatile tool 
you can have for your yard or 
garden... it’s the best buy you 
can find. Light, sturdy, quality- 
built, low-priced . chases those 

“backache” blues! See. . . and 
buy New Handyman for your 
yard today. 


If your local dealer does not yet stock ‘‘Handyman,”” 
you may order direct. Please add $1.00 to cover bane 
dling and insurance. Your ‘‘Handyman” will be 
shipped to you promptly, freight prepaid. 


CLIP AND MAIL TODAY! 


U. S. PRODUCTS, INC, 
Columbus, Ind. 
Ship my New "Handyman" today! 


CC) c. ©. OD. ( Check Enclosed 


O Send New Catalog on Model HB-R 
"Handyman"! 


Name 





Street 


City Zone__ State 


. $. PRODUCTS, INC., COLUMBUS, IND, 

















Ansujfeed Advotising 


Primroses 
CHOICE PRIMROSES- 
den Auricula, Orientals. 
Send for our price list 
Gig Harbor, Washington. 


Julea, — 
the U. 8. 
HILL FARM, Box 2 


Polyanthus, Acaulis, 
We ship anywhere in 
SPRING 


Redworms 
FERTILIZE WITH REDWORMS. 


aeration, drainage, feeding 


Provide root deep 
Castings excellent plant food, 
‘aise own season planters. Breeding unit started now 
m ultiplies thousand fold. 500 Hybrid breeder redworms, 
i accessories, instructions $10.00, cash—C.0.D. JOHN 
PODRAS, WINDY TIMBERS F ARM, Route 2, Water- 
vliet, Michigan. 


Rhododendron 
RHODODENDRON MAXIMUM, Mountain Laurel, Hem- 
lock, Holly and Flame Azaleas to 16 i 50—$3.90; 100 


$5.00; 2-4 ft. 10—$3.00; 25—$6.00; 100 $20.00. J. F. 
NORRIS, Doeville, Tennessee. 


Rosebus 


ROSEBUSHES — Best Varieties. Guaranteed "quality. 
From grower to you. Write for prices. McCLUNG BROS, 
ROSE NURSERY, Route 5, Box 275-H, Tyler, Texas. 
ROSEBUSHES, GUARANTEED TO LIVE AND BLOOM! 
2 year old top grade. Best of all the old fashioned, patent- 
ed and standard varieties. Write for our FREE full color 
rose folder and price list, today! ROSEMONT NURSER- 
IES, Dept. FG, Box 839, Tyler, Texas. 
ROSEBUSHES — POPULAR EVERBLOOMING VARIE- 
TIES, two year old, fresh from grower, $6.95 per dozen 
pestate. Free list. McFARLAND’S NURSERY, Tyler, 
xas 
GORGEOUS ARP ROSES—Arp-grown in our own fields. 
1955 All-America Winners and 130 popular varieties, old 
and new. Healthy, husky, 2-year budded bushes, guaran- 
teed to grow Free colorful catalog. ARP ROSES, INC., 
tox 178-R, Tyler, Texas 
a YEAR OLD MONTHLY BLOOM- 
NG. Fresh dug, selected varieties. Order from this ad. In 
— of fifty 25¢ @ F.O.B. Tyler or 30¢ @ Postpaid. RED 
Radiance, Ami Quinard, Poinsettia, Etoile de Holland, 
renoble, R. Mallerin. PINK Radiance, Ed. McFarland, 
‘ture, Briarcliff. YELLOW Luxemburg, Soeur Therese, 
Sastago. TWO-TONE Pres. Hoover, Talisman, 
Sastago. WHITE Caledonia, K.A. Victoria, K. 
4 FLORIBUNDAS Red Ripple, Floradora. 
CLIMBE rot Pe oo Scarlet, Carl Druschki, Talis- 
man, Radia harm, Dupoint, Holland. UTZ 
BROTHERS “NU RSERY. Gardenvalley Road, Tyler, 
Texas 
ote te — STANDARD 
ADE, two year old monthly blooming 
aa care of Roses. SAMPLE ORDER- 
One TALISMAN for ONE DOLLAR postpaid. 
NURSERY, Tyler, Texas. 
NEWEST ALL-AMERICA WINNERS, wide assortment 
Floribundas, climbers, Old Fashioned Teas, etc. Top qual- 
ity, Thomasville grown Roses for the south since 1898. 
Also finest Camellias. Free color a THOMAS- 
VILLE NURSERIES, INC., Thomasville 2. Georgia. 
MULTIFLORA ROSE for economical living fences, border 
plantings, windbreaks, beauty. Free descriptive folder. 
GEO. BOYER NURSERY, Box 106-F, Pillow, Pennsyl- 
vania 
THE WORLD'S SMALLEST ROSE, 
high, blooms 3 to 4 months from seed 
tail, leaves, stem, and blooms are 
also has miniature thorns, 
blooms. Seeds $2.00 pkt 


VARIETIES, Top 
Colored folder 
One BLAZE 

FAIRVIEW 


grows 114-2 inches 
It is perfect in de- 
in exact proportion, 
carries 3-4 highly scented 
Saintpaulia seed best collection 
in Africa $2.00 pkt. Grow Orchids from seeds, complete 
instructions, plus secret method of germinating, includes 
seed $2.00. JACKS NURSERIES, P. O. de Deur, Trans- 
vaal, South Africa 


‘Seed Magic 
SEED MAGIC. An organic. Germinates 


gonias, Gloxinias, Double Petunias or any viable seeds 
Designed for amateurs. Used by professionals. Capacity 
250 seedlings. Complete kit $1.85 postpaid. Send 65¢ ad- 
ditional for potting soil additive. KEATING GREEN- 
HOUSE, 2715 Saline Road, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 


Seeds 
BURPEE SEEDS GROW. 


“Violets, Be- 


Send postcard or letter today 
for the Burpee Seed Catalog. All the best flower and 
vegetable seeds, lawn grass, flower bulbs and roots. W. 
ATLEE BURPEE CO., 524 Burpee Bidg., Philadelphia, 
Pa.; Clinton, Iowa; Riverside, Calif. 

HIMALAYAN FLOWER SEED COLLECTION 8 to 55 
kinds, $1.00 to $5.00. Free Catalogue. G. GHOSE & CO., 
Orchid Specialists, Townend, Darjeeling, India 
FREE OZARK WILDFLOWER SEED. Just 
stamped self-addressed envelope to VICTOR A. 
Green Forest, Arkansas. 


send a 
CROLEY, 





Seeds for Tree Farming 


EVERGREEN, DECIDUOUS, For all climates. Reforesta- 
tion, Soil Conservation, Christmas Trees, Also, lily, 
azalea, holly, others in wide variety. Catalogue 10¢. 
RANSOM SEED CO., San Gabriel, Calif. 





Sempervivums 


COLORFUL HEN AND CHICKS 12 varieties. Labeled 
prepaid. $3.00. Over 100 different varieties. ‘‘Make a 
Hobby of Hardy Sempervivums’’. MAC PHERSON GAR- 
DENS, 3930 Starr, Toledo 5, Ohio. 


Snapdragons 


EXTRA EARLY HYBRIDS. New. The earliest blooming 
of all snapdragons in a wonderful array of colors and 
color combinations. Pkt. 25¢; 1000 seeds $1.00. W. ATLEE 
BURPEE CO., 524 Burpee Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa.; 
Clinton, Towa: Riverside, Calif 


Spaghnum Moss 


SPHAGNUM MOSS, finely “ground for ge rminating seeds, 
growing plants, cuttings Controls damping- off. Pec 
$1.65, half bushel, $2.50, bushel $3.65, postpaid. Bo 
mation included. THOMAS GARLAND, Pen Argyl, Pa. 


Sparrow Traps 


DON’T FEED | SPARROWS! Catch thousands wi with orig- 
inal Vail Sparrow Traps. Big cash savings guaranteed. 
Free particulars. Rush! F ARM SERVIC E COMPANY, 
Box 7921, Chicago 13, Illinois. 


Strawberry Plants 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS 


best varieties for home 
them. Free copy. Write 
PANY, 12 Pine Street, 
STRAWBERRIES are 


Allen’s 1955 Berry Book tells 
and market, and how to grow 
today W. F. ALLEN COM- 
Salisbury, Maryland. 

ideal family income projects. One- 
tenth acre yields 650-900 quarts. Allen’s 1955 Berry Book 
tells the best varieties and How to Grow them. Free copy 
Write today. W. F. ALLEN COMPANY, 12 Pine Street, 
Salisbury, Maryland. 


Strelitzia Reginae 


HAWAII'S ba OF PARADISE (Strelitzia 

All _ size ants available Free Catalog N 
HAW AIIAN. NU RSERY, 1551 Avalon Blvd., Wilmington, 
California . 


Thomsen’ Beautiful Bent Grass Seed 


MOST OUTSTANDING LAWN GRASS KNOWN. No 
crab grass, no weeds and a lawn like velvet. From the 
North very hardy. Fine textured. Economical. Thomsen’ 
Garden hints gives you complete information. THOMSEN 
SEED_ STORE, 4720 Hiawatha, _Minneapolis 6, Minn. 


Tomato Plants 


BURPEE’S BIG EARLY. True first generation hybrid of 
main crop size—some weigh up to one pound Bright scar 
let, firm, excellent flavor. 10 seeds free; 70 seeds $1.00 
W. ATLEE BURPEE CoO., 524 Burpee Bldg. Philadel- 
phia, Pa.; Clinton, Iowa; Riverside, Calif 

SEND NO MONEY—PAY POSTMAN. Earliest blooming 
size Tomato plants. 50 plants for $1.00, 100 for $1.75, 50 
for $4.00 plus postage. Prompt safe arrival guaranteed. 
Order now. Free catalog with each order. P. D. FUL- 
WOOD COMPANY, Dept. D, Tifton, Georgia 
SENSATIONAL Fe. OF HYBRID CLIMBING TOMATO 
PLANTS. All the big, red, ripe tomatoes a family of six 
can eat. Can be planted in flower bed or under kitchen 
window. They bear until frost. Send $1.00 for 12 of these 
wonderful plants, postage prepaid a” us. State when you 
want shipment made. Free instr ms how to grow 
Order today. P. D. FULWOOD COMP ANY, Dept. 
Tifton, Georgia. 


Trees 


CHINQUAPIN: The most 
than chestnut or pecan 2 Tree 
Calhoun Falls, 8 

OUR REDWOOD TREES growing “ 
dwarfs, giants. Imported trees, plar 
FREE. RARE PLANT CLUB, Box 
California 


. Sweeter 
SCOTT, 


delic “gd ha! all nuts 
JAMES C 


states 
alog 25¢. Folder 


seven species 
at P 
398FG, entfleld, 


Violets 


6 Two DOLLARS POSTPAID. 
ple De Parme, ender, ve 
CHITTENDEN'S, Orchar 


Giant Pur- 
» Bulletin, 
California 


6 Royal Elk, 
ry fragrant. Fr 
d St., Capitola, 


Water Lilies 


FREE: WATER LILY Catalog. Complete listings and 
planting instructions. How to build pools. Winter care of 
tropicals explained. Closed Sundays. VAN NESS WATER 
GARDENS, Rt. #1, Box 360, Upland, Calif 


Wildflowers 


NATIVE WILDFLOWERS: Rhododendrons, azaleas, 
evergreens, shrubs, trees, perennials, orchids, ferns, vines 
Free catalog. THREE LAURELS, Marshall, N. C. 
WILDFLOWERS AND FERNS, 
Send today for Free catalogue 
R. D. #1, Home, Pennsylvania a ee, 
HEPATICA, BLOODROOT, Twinleaf, dozen, $2.00; 
dozen, mixed $2.50. Periwinkle, evergreen groundcover, 
dozen $1.50 Postpaid. HENDERSON'S BOTANICAL 
GARDENS, Greensburg, Indiana. 

WILDFLOWERS AND FERNS. Order yours now, for 
spring planting At reasonable prices. Catalog free 
THOMAS M. WOOD, Constantia, New York. 


to brighten a shady nook 
WAKE ROBIN FARM, 


Zinnias 


GLAMOUR GIRLS. Burpee’s new 
zinnias in a delightful blend of light and gay colors. If 
you like zinnias, you'll love Glamour Girls. Pkt. 25¢; % 
oz. $1.00. W. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 524 Burpee Bidg., 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Clinton, Iowa; Riverside, Calif, 


giant, fluffy, ruffled 


Zoysia 


AMAZING NEW ZOYSIA Japonica Lawn Seed Mixture 
Heat, drought resistant. Green Spring until winter. $1.00 
_ Bae ‘ket Plants 50 sq ft. DOUGHERTY, 4643, Balt 
2, Marviand 


FLOWER GROWER 





These 4 Jackson & Perkins All-America Floribundas produce 
Hundreds of Prize-Winning Roses on Every Bush— All Season Long 


THE NEWEST 1995 ALL-AMERICA WINNER 


Jiminy Cricket 


New Color! Tangerine Buds 
Grow to Pink Coral Blooms 


VV HEN we first offered Jiminy Cricket to the public just a few 
months ago, we received thousands upon thousands of orders 


from gardeners all over the country! 


Yes, it promises to be one of 


the most popular Roses in Jackson & Perkins’ long and outstanding 
history. And no wonder!—for just like its three famous predecessors 


Fashion, Vogue and Ma Perkins new 
Jiminy Cricket introduces another new color—from 
bud form right up to the open bloom. Masses of 
exquisite urn-shaped buds are tangerine colored- 
and as they open into truly lovely 34-inch blooms, 
the color turns to coral-orange . . . and finally 
finishes a rich pink-coral! Different in color—and 
different in fragrance, too! Jiminy Cricket has a 
pleasing old-rose fragrance that rivals that of some 
of the finest Hybrid Teas. 


PLANT THIS SPRING — MAIL COUPON AT ONCE! 
Like the other members of this All-America 
Family, Jiminy Cricket is extremely vigorous and 
hardy . .. blooms in immense clusters continuously 
from early June up to frost! And you can be among 
the very first to see it in your garden early this 
Summer—by planting it this Spring. But you must 
act now! Of course, it is guaranteed to live and 
bloom in your 1955 garden. (PI. Pat. App. For) 
$2.50 each; 3 for $6.60; 12 for $26.40 


SAVE MONEY 


‘ aide 
One Each of these All-America Floribunda 


\\I for $7 


only ; 
(Reg. $8.50) ORDER GROUP * 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 
111 Rose Lane, Newark, NEW YORK 


Send me, at the proper planting time for my locality, 
the number and varieties of J&P Floribundas indi- 
cated below. Include, FREE with my order, a copy 
of your helpful ““Home Garden Guide.’’ I enclose 
$ in full payment. 
JIMINY CRICKET ($2.50 ea; 3 for $6.60; 
$26.40) 
FASHION ($2.00 ca; 3 for $5.25; 12 for $21.00) 
VOGUE ($2.00 ea; 3 for $5.25; 12 for $21.00) 
MA PERKINS ($2.00 ca; 3 for $5.25; 12 for $21.00) 
Check here if you wish to receive GROUP 
#2—consisting of one each of the Flori- 
bundas listed above—all 4 for only $7.45 


12 for 
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FASHION Winner of 6 International Awards 


Entirely new color—luminous coral pink suffused with gold! Oriental-red buds 
open into long-lasting miniature 34” Hybrid Tea form, (Pl. Pat. # 789.) $2.00 ea.; 
3 for $5.25; 12 for $21.00 


VOGUE Winner of 5 International Awards 


Another new color—a glowing cherry coral! High-centered, Hybrid Tea-like 
blooms—wxp to 4 inches across. Delicate Carnation scent! Ideal for hedges, borders, 
etc. (Pl. Pat. # 926.) $2.00 ea.; 3 for $5.25; 12 for $21.00 


MA PERKINS = 1953 All-America Winner 


Still another new color—buds are a translucent coral fortified by shades of red 
in outer petals and a touch of yellow at base. As flowers open, coral softens to 
glowing coral-shell-pink, and red outer petals become more predominant. Wonder- 
fully fragrant, too. (Pl. Pat. + 1143.) $2.00 ea.; 3 for $5.25; 12 for $21.00 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. “noc eon 





Debutantes of 1955 — Newest 


of the renowned Burpee Hybrids 
— Most Popular Zinnias of All Time! 


wi" ia A 


‘See 


/ 


é 
urP 
B Seetow Glamour Girls Giant Zinnias Are Radiant in Every 


Garden Setting; Graceful and Attractive in Bouquets 


ORDER BLANK —CUT OUT AND MAIL TODAY! 


W. ATLEE BURPEE Co. Philadelphia 32, Pa, 
425 Burpee Building Clinton, lowa 


Packet 10¢ Packet 25¢ $1.10 


GIANT 
ZINNIAS 


° 
Flowers Over 5 in. Across 
In the past few years on Lur- 
pee’s Floradale Farms, many new 
and lovely colors have been created 
in Giant Zinnias. Graceful] fluffy 
petals have supplanted the coarse- 
ness of older kinds; the refined 
new colors are acclaimed by gar- 
deners, flower arrangers, florists. 
The soft decorator tones of Glamour Girls 
include apricot, orange, gold, rose, salmon, 
cream, ivory, white, and many more ~ 
charming pastels that harmonize beautifully 
with other flowers and with home furnish- 
ings. Very easy to grow— 
sow seeds right in the gar- 
den. The sturdy fast-growing 
3 ft. plants, bloom profusely. 
Special Get-Acquainted Packet 
For a bigger display: 
4 100 Seeds Pkt. 25¢¢ ¥s oz. $1.10 14 oz. $1.85 


SPECIAL 


A Whole Gardenful of 


New and Better Flowers 


AT ALMOST HALF PRICE! 


Greatest Offer Ever Made by Burpee! Enjoy your 
favorite flowers now so greatly improved, all 7 kinds 
for only $1.00, SAVE 75¢, order right away. 


Burpee’s Best 7—Seven 25¢-Pkts. 


Glamour Girls Giant Zinnias Man-in-the-Moon Marigold 
see above (100-Seeds Pkt). Nearest to white, most talked 
about marigold ever! Lovely 
pale moon color, admired for 
its harmonizing effect both 
glistening, some absolutely ye gn ag Ha Big 
distinct. Spicy fragrance too. double carnation-like blooms 
Hybrid vigor, everblooming. Burpeeana Extra Early Asters 
. New erect habit, withso much 
Burpee Extra Early Hybrid vigorthey bloom muchearlier, 
Snapdragons—begin to bloom escape plant diseases, bloom 
weeks earlier. Hybrid vigor where others fail. All colors 
makes spikes keep coming all 
summer and fall. Many lovely 
colors, tall stately spikes. 





New Crown Jewels Petunias _ 
Brightest colors ever seen in 
bedding petunias—clear and 


Steeplechase Larkspur— New 
Burpee creation with tallest 
spikes (up to 5 ft.), double 
Tetra Snowdrift Alyssum—best flowers like delphinium; long 
edging for beds and borders. erblooming,very vigorous, all 
Fragrant, white, 10 in. tall. best colors mixed. 


All Easy to Grow, for the Best Garden Ever. 
Don’t Miss This Bargain—Use Coupon Below. 
1.75 Value for only 











You'll find all your favorite flowers and vege- 


Riverside, California IB d Cc : 
Send postpaid the special Burpee Flower Seeds marked below: 1 urpee See ata og 
; H H : 12¢ It's a gala year for new flowers—see them 
Glamour Girls Giant Zinnias (4301) in natural color, read all about them, and plan 
C] Get-Acquainted 100-Seeds C1 Vg Ounce Cl Vv, Ounce your 1955 garden with this big free book. 
$1.85 


SPECIAL—Burpee’s 7 New and Better Flowers (1508) 
Greatest Seed Offer Ever Made by Burpee 
C] 7 25¢-Packets, 1 of each, $1.75 value for only $1.00 


Name ; : Enclosed is $ 
St. or R.D 
Zone State 


P.O : 
[| Send Burpee’s Big 1955 Seed Catalog FREE 


128 pages, 500 pictures, many in natural color 


tables, including the famous Burpee Hybrids, 
with money-saving special offers on most 
every page 


bountiful, healthful, vitamin-rich meals, extra 
delicious. Save $100.00 or more on the family 
food bill with Burpee Seeds. 


CUT FOOD COSTS—Serve your family more 
Seeds 


Millions have already been mailed and the 
supply is running low—ask for yours today on 
coupon at left, before it’s too late 


W. Atlee Burpee Co. . ™ 


425 Burpee Building 
Phila. 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. 





